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Blanchard and Davis Get Army OK \ TW 


For Pic During Summer Furlough I 


Felix (Doc) Blanchard 
Davis, star backs of the West Point 
footbail team, have a chance to make 
a wad of dough in pictures, Athletes 
recently denied an extended fur- 
lough to play pro football, were 
ganted permission by the War De- 
partment to doa film. William Mo: 


ris agency is representing the pig- | 
skin artists. No contracts have been 
signed as yet, nor is there any def- 


inite commitment fer any special pic. 
Blanchard and Davis will proba- 


bly do the film during their regular | 


‘summer furloughs to follow their 
graduation this spring. 


War Department, 


Morris agency, did not stipulate that | 


_ they couldn't retain salaries for their 
thespic efforts since it would be 
earned on their own time. 





Technicolor Trailers 
Feature of New B way 
Spectacular, the Pixad. 


Pixad, most recent innovation of 
the spectaculars on Times Square, 
N. Y., which features regular 35m 
trailers in full Technicolor of Holly- 
wood product, made its formal bow 
to the public last (Tuesday) night 
plugging David O. Selznick’s “Duel | 
‘in the Sun,” Coca-Cola and the! 
Sterling Salt Co. Preem followed | 
three months of test runs conducted 


to iron out all mechanical bugs and | 


8rrive at an operating schedule that | 
‘would give advertisers full display 
‘value without tying up traffic. Sign 
was designed by C. L. Thompson, 
‘Jr, Pixad prexy, 


Stationed: atop a Broadway build- 
ing between 42d and 43d _ streets, 
Pixad was given a preliminary try- 
but last March. Because some 5,000 
People jammed traffic during the 
“Is-minute show, city police and the 
N. Y. Housing and Building Com- 
mission Ordered the sign stopped 
“until the showings could be modified 
$0 that they would not constitute a 
Safety hazard. Present operating 
- Schedule, consequently, calls for 
“eight-minute cycles with 
Minute intermissions, latter 
in to give the sidewalks a chance to 
clear, Sign now runs five hours 

(Continued on page 62) 


3 SAILORS DISSOLVE 


AFTER 23 YRS. AS TEAM” 


After 23 years as standard vaude | 


act, the Three Sailors have dissolv wel 
their act, . 
Direct cause of the breakup is 
due to Harry Blue who, in the last | 
_ Week of “The Night and the Laugh- 
ter,” at the Coliseum, London, suf- 
fered a back injury and was com- 
Pelled to quit. 
Blue is giving-up show biz. Bob 
Qbson, another one of the team, 
S also retiring. He will confine his 


suture activities to operating a 
a aurant. Bert Jason may form a 
‘Milar act with two new partners. 


and Glenn? 


according to the | 


three- | 
thrown | 














ALL 


Be get 
time) for 





(exclusive 
and daytime 


talent costs 


nighttime 


Rank Due in U. $8. May 4 «: 


+ Metis Sank ic bot to will the [bree amming on the four major net- 
U. s. again on May 4 He plan to | works represent an expenditure of 
PPE at ar , wii Fs $1,500,000 a week for 1947. On an 


{sojourn in the States for three! 
months, a good part of the time with 
his daughter in Del Monte, Calif. oe , 
ss ed A |field of entertainment and a 
He'll discuss general worldwide | , 
- -. zy_: | Which puts radio right up with the 
film situation with tep execs of Uni- | ‘ : 

Oe ae : itop show biz brackets. (Detailed 
versal in which he holds large stock : " ‘ Se 
veer 4 rae a. |chart of costs on Pages 34 and 35 
interests, but prime purpose of trip ’ , . . 

pep of the Radio Section). 
| will be social, ’ 


basis that’s $78,000,000—re- 
'flecting radio’s comeuppance in the 


annual 


| 


AS Sa ss SS The figure represents an all-time 
high in programming expenditure 


on the 
rollers, 
&ito agencies to 
us Pores 


part of the nation’s bank- 
despite the prevailing cry 
“cut down costs: give 
shows.” 


Orch in Musical 





jhigher, in fact, than during the lush 
| Raleigh, N. C., Feb. 25. | war years, but if you want a top 

A * unique Solition for financial | ealibre star of the Benny-Bergen- 
suport of a symphony orchestr a OC- | Allen-Crosby-McGee 
curred here last week (9). Diree- | tor, Burns & Allen. et al. variety, 
|tor Ben Swalin, of the North Caro- | you still got to plunk down any- 
his 


lina Symph, had hands full| where from $15,000 to $25.000 a 
pleading with his men to make it | week, 
sweet and low—and persuasive. They | Daytime. shows average about 


were doing perhaps the first musical | 
lobbying any state legislature has 
ever had to face. 

North Carolina outfit is state-sup- | 
|ported. And N. C. lawmakers were 
jnot too receptive to continuing the | 
group on the budget—hence the spe- | 
cial concert for the boy at the 100- 
| year old Capitol building here. 

Symph is asking a $50,000 appro- | 
priation for the next two years. Out- 
| fit recruits men from all walks of 7 


$1,800 a week. 
i Static for some years, 








Pix, Comics Don’t Hurt 
Kids, Sez Prof; Need 


Cleveland, Feb. 25. 


‘he average on a nighttime show | 
0 Or un S ial is still in the $7,000-$8,000 a 
;week bracket, which is_ slightly 


figure Wynn for 
S | 


PRIC E 25 C ENTS 











Wynns Plan Joint Play 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Gordon, laying plans for a 
adaptation of “Sherlock 
would like to snare Ed 
stellar role with George 
handle the adapta- 


Max 
musical 
Holmes,” 


S. Kaufman to 
tion 
Wynn but 


son, 


is considering the idea 
is more partial to a play his 
Keenan Wynn, is now writing for 


both of them to play in. 





Advise Mrs. FDR 


& Molly- -Can- | 


; sulted attorneys on the possibility of | 


| learned. 
That's been pretty | 


Diet of Films, Radio. 


| * ¢ | ° 
life and tours the state giving con- No child ever learned anything 
certs, bad from a film or a comic book | 





to Dr. Clarence B. 
who, in his capacity as pro- 
education at Western Re- 
is making a study today 
films and radio ov 


| ihe |} alone, according 


. ‘ Allen. 
They're Now Plugging fessor of 
a 2 N " .} serve Univ.., 
Pix in Supermarkets | i" }),. ciect of 
Hartford, Feb. 25. the modern child. 
In a departure from its usual set- “No child ever went 
up of plugging store products on its | cause of a radio program or a film,” 
new service, Storecast Corp. has; Dr. Allen said. “He had the ten- 
been running a 10-day campaign} dency or the 
plaigging the film “Carnegie Hall,” | and the film merely gave him the 
Audi- | technique to carry it out.” 


wrong be- 


attitude beforehand, | 
| University 


| there, 
| spotlight 


which preems at Bushnell 
torium here Thurs. (27). Since Feb Dr. Allen began his study to find 
| 20 there have been time announce-'| out for himself how much films, 
|} ments every hour daily, from 9 a.m. lyradio programs and comic books 
ito 6 p.m. in 15 supermarkets in| really harm the growing child. . In 
Hartford, plugging the pic in 45-| his 17 years as professor of educa- | 
| second spots. ,tion at Reserve he has spoken to | 
Storecast, .supplying music and thousands in PTA and other educa- 


tional groups. 


stores throughout New ; 
Dr> Allen believes 


now has 43 sponsors in 120 é 
addition being Pills-| can not grow up in 
| mally without an 

| movies and radio programs. 
“If a child gets nightmares 


plugs to 
England, 
stores, latest 


Flour, 


that 


America nor- 





Lena Horne Bows to M-G 


Lena Horne, sepia songstress, 
eo down a $7,500 weekly bid to| 
play the Latin Quarter, N. Y. Metro} on the part of the child, then parents 


comes morbid from certain 


Music Cor p. of America, which has} such entertainment for their 
beén submitting Miss Horne, said} dren. 
that offers from other cafes includ-| that way. The poor manners, bad 
ing the Copacabana, N. Y., also had | language, intoxication, or over-ideal- 
to be refused because of the studio's | ized. Jove scenes the films portray | 
| request. (Continued on page 62) 








Not To Sue M-G 


Franklin  D. 
“Beginning or 
late 


Picturization of 
Roosevelt in Metro’s 
the End” has so disturbed the 


| attempt 
| former 


President’s widow that she had con- | 


injunctions, it has been 
Counsel 


against any such legal action, 


obtaining 


ever, and no further steps are now | 
contemplated by Mrs, Eleanor 
Roosevelt. beyond a .strong letter 
she forwarded to Loew’s, Inc., 


prexy Nicholas Schenck. 

Mrs. Roosevelt consulted attorney 
Milton Diamond of the New York 
law firm of Poletti, 
Freidin & Mackay, with which her 
son, Franklin D. Roosevelt. Jr., is 
associated. Diamond’s opinion was 

(Continued on page 6) 


Mpls. Nitery Showcasing 
Talented Studes in Show 


Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 
Hotel Dyckman Robin Hood Room, 


loop supper club which recently dis- | tome lack of new talent by 


| its shows, but with new” talent, 
{seen previously 


continued floor shows, is now going 
in for a local talent policy. 

Room will showcase talent from 
of Minnesota via newly 
organized Creative Talent Service 
designed “to bring into the 
numerous individual per- 
formers and teams that otherwise 
might go unnoticed.” 

Shows include three acts 


back- 


i grounded by the Perry Martin band 


children | 
average diet of | 


from | 
| overdramatic radio programs, or be-'! 
movies, 
then such things-are bad for him. | 
But if there is no apparent reaction | 


‘and will be changed every two 
weeks, Initialer has Kathleen &|} 
Gene, recent winners in the North- 
west jitterbug contest: Marta Tryba, | 
|song stylist, and Eddie Sherman. 
impersonator. All are university | 
students 


chil- Songs” 
But life doesn’t treat the child | | published last year by Rene Julliard l by the majors, with Paramount lead- 
the French ing the parade. 





Chevalier’s Memoirs 


the first book of which was 


in Paris. This traces 
| Star's career until post-Worid War I. 


Second book takes him from 1919 |stockholders in 


to date. 


recommended | 
how- | 


Diamond, Rabin, | 


RADIO'S $78,000,000 TALENT BILL 


AK SHANG High Prices, Customer Beefs, Thugs 
TIME 4IGH Make Fla. Wary of Next Season s Biz 


Winter vacationers are returning 
from Florida this year without too 
many kind words about Miami and 
Miami Beach. Although many ex- 


pected sky-high prices and rookings 
degree, few thought that 
tariffs would rocket to stratospheri« 
proportions, and robbery would ex- 
ceed the polite stages. 

Biggest beefs are directed at the 
nitery nicks and the apparent crime- 
wave that hit the resort this year. 

But despite the highest prices in 
night club history, losses “this year 
|} are reported at their top level. Boni- 
faces are crying that they've been 
working for the talent. and in an 
to beat the herculean per- 
costs, made many enmities 
| with inflated menu, prices. They feel 
| that they’ve lost not only financially 
but prestigewise. 


Whether the bad feeling enge: 
|dered during the current season wil r 


(Continued on page 52) 


to some 





Ringling Circus Buys 
40 European Acts; See 
$6 Top Probably Cut 


| Despite the fact Phat John Ring- 
‘ling North, veepee of the Ringling 
' Bros. & Barnum & Bailey circus, 
lanticipates that the forthcoming 
| 1947 season will not produce the all- 
time peak gross of $6,000,000 chalked 
up in 1946, new edition of the show 
‘will present an expensive facade of 
40 new acts he has imported from 
Europe. There’s the possibility that 


| the $6 top will have to be redticed, 
ito conform with the general level- 
| ling off prevalent in most fields. 


For the first time since the be- 
ginning of the war, the circus will 
|include a new batch of talent and 


studios, to whom Miss Horne is} should not try to over-protect him Maurice Chevalier has almost com- 
under contract, is said to have] by keeping him away from these, pleted the mss, of his two-volume 
asked her to lay’ off nitery ag) b axatalednatie, | autobiography, “Ma Route Et Mes! 
pearances “Some parents try to pre-digest all | Pane egy (‘My Road and My! 


will rely less on production ideas. 
During the war, outfit had to over- 
angling 
not 
in this country, ac- 
cent will return to talent. 

North Clippered in Sunday (23) 
after a two-and-a-half month stay 
on the continent gandering talent. 
He was accompanied by Hans 

(Continued on page 62) 


PEAK $43,991,000 FILM 
DIVIDENDS PAID IN ’46 


Washington, Feb. 25. 
Film industry dividends hit an all- 
time peak of $43,991,000 during 1946 
with all the major companies pay- 
ing out extra fat divvies, U. S. Dept. 
of Commerce reports. Mountainous 


lsum in 46 represents an 86°, gain 
over 1945, previous record year, 
jwhen stockholders raked in $23.- 
665,000. 


For December, "46, a total of $10.- 
| 889,000 in dividends were paid out 


This figure com- 
with $6,560,000 obtained by 
December of the 


pares 


previous year. 
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Harvard Prof Sez Phooey to Rap — 
At Low IQ of Pix-Radio Audiences 


Boston, Feb. 25. + 

The radio audience isn’t 12 years 
old mentally, says Dr. Phillip J. 
Rulon, acting dean of the Harvard 
Univ. Graduate school of Education. | 
| 





Coast Lambs to Honor 





Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


. a Newly. formed west coast Lambs 
Dr. Rulon made his gefense of the | .i1) toss-their first ‘dinner at the 


1Q of radio and film audiences dur- | Beverly Wilshire hotel, March 15, 
se os of the first Lowell Institute | with Leon Errol as guest of honor. 
Cooperative Broadcasting Council's | Affair will be i velahentitell oe 
new series of weekly radio forum | Errol’s 46th year as an actor and his 


running in three different. slots. |. , ‘ 
. 35th year as a member of the Lambs. 
This one was on WCOP, ABC outlet dines 


It’s just tired, he says. 


here, on the subject “We Human | P 
Beings.” 
The Harvard dean traced the ori- New French Fashions 


gin of the belief that the average 


Errol at First Feed | 





| 245th WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 





Full of Showmanship 
But They Cost Too Much 


By LUCETTE CARON 


redio listener or filmgoer has a 12- 
year-old mentality to the group tests 
developed by Arthur Otis in World | 
W rIand known as the Alpha tests. | 
Dr. Rulon said the 12-vear-old age | 
level is a reflection on the makers Paris, Feb. 22. 
and users of the tests and on the| Paris “couture” had its “big event” 
gullibility of those who circulate the | this week; a new house has opened: 


notion of the 12-year mental level.|Christian- Dior. Dior, a  baldish | 
“They're used by people who have ;young man in his 30s, was com- | 
axes to grind,” he said. pletely unknown two months ago | 

He claims that the Alpha tests in- | ‘except by a few experts in the | 
dicate that people .ever progress,|; business) and now his name is | 


which is a wrong idea. The ability | every where. 

to learn, he claims, continues to in-; Carmel Snow of Harper's Bazaar 

crease to the middle 20s, levels off | has reserved three full pages of her 

into the 40s, and doesn’t tend to de- |Magazine for Nis collection alone. 

crease very much until the late 50s. | Life sent a photographer who lensed 
To illustrate his contention that 


steadily for three hours. The 
films and radio are not necessarily 


| them. 


} 


|of Motion Picture Producers, major 


El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Great 


GARY COOPER. 


“A hilarious stage show, 
fun, - 














Wanna Guestar? 
You Gotta Pay 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Gossipers who have been fattening 
off free guest shots by film stars are 


| 
having their toy taken away from | 


In a unanimous decision by 
radio subcommittee of the Association 





Duty Calls Postman 

'. By VICTOR MOORE 

A letter-carrier, who had been 
om the same route for years, 
was bragging to a friend that he 
had never missed a day in de- 
livering the mail. He would al- 
ways say, “Neither sleet, nor 
hail, nor slush, nor snow, nor 
wind, nor anything, can stop me 
in the performance of my duty.” 
He-always added several more 
elements to weather conditions 
than were in the slogan over the 
Post Office door. 

His friend. asked him if. any- 
thing had ever stopped him. He 
said, “No sir; even one day when 
a big ferocious dog attacked me 
and tore my pants. I still went 
through my entire route twice, 
Of course, I did get a little sun- 
burnt on my afternoon delivery!” 





French press started beautiful 
designed for those of low intelli- stories...which were cut short by | studios have been set down, as of 
the strike (not a single French news- | March 15, and told flatly not to fur- 
paper has been published for sev- | nish any more free talent to gabbers. 
eral days.) American buyers could 
not resist buying “Dior” clothes— 


gence, Dr. Rulon suggested consid- 
eration of any group of college pro- 
fessors, bankers or other groups gen- 
erally recognized as superior, “These 
people may be tired at night and 
want to relax. If -they go to the 
movies or listen to the radio, it re- 
laxes them, and it’s a good thing. 
It may prove they are tired, but it 
cannot prove they are dumb.” 


AGENTS MULL BENEFIT 
SHOW FOR THEMSELVES 


There’s the possibility that the 
New York agents may hold a bene- 





with the result that they dre now | 


practically penniless; his “simple 
little ensembles” start from $1,000 
and up. 

Dior worked for the couturier 
Lelong until last year. 
money, but plenty of talent. 
of the richest men in France, Mar- 
cel Boussac, owner of famous race- 
horses decided to “launch” him. A 
sumptuous house on the Avenue 


hotel, was transformed into a maison 
de couture, and the prettiest manne- 
quins in Paris were hired: Tania, 


| Reason: 


He had no} 
One 
i a current release wherever they | 


increasing number of re- 
quests for gratis appearances. 
Unaffected will be such network- 
|ers as Louella Parsons and Hedda 
| Hopper, who pay off for guests. Di- 
rectly hit are the local and regional 
| tattlers, who thrive on gratis calls 
by name players, and the studio 
press agents, alerted to cop a plug 


can. 
|. At periodic intervals AFRA ex- 
| amines the practice with practically 


| doesn’t act can’t collect his estab- 
| lished fee. 
| thing else again and not a matter of 


fit for themselves, aceording to @!yojande, Noelle, Paule Lucile, and | emotions. 


questionaire being sent to the mem- 


Marie-Therese. They are all very 


bership of the Artists Representa- | taj} and boast having the smallest 


tives Assn. The® agents, faced with 
the problem of rising costs of run- 
ning their organization and the crea- 
tion of a death benefit fund for de- 


ach > ; | . ‘ . 
ceased members, are scouting around |gan crowding. Lucien Lelong was in 


for new sources of revenue. 


waist-lines in Paris. 

Came the D-Day of the opening. 
Just as the last ladder was being 
removed, the expectant public be- 


the front row, smiling without too 


The quiz is asking the membership 
whether the additional coin should 
be raised by a show in a theatre, a 
dance and ball, or a golf tournament. 

started. Two silhouettes: the “Co- 


Ex-Actress Leila Ricard 
rolla Woman and the “8” Woman. 
Heads” Optical Service Dior has invented two distinct lines, 


The ‘Carolea” figure features tight 
Leila Ricard Ettinger, president of | bodice, wasp waist, petticoated skirt. 
the endowed Optical Membership |The “8” figure features also a wasp 
Plan, Inc. New York, which|waist but with accentuated bust and 
operates on the order of the hos-|hips, narrowing around the legs. 
pitalization plan, is an ex-actress|The skirts are decidedly longer and 
who became interested in opthal-|the jacket shorted. so as to make 
mology when she married. It’s a 


women look tall — scarcely any 
non-profit organization sponsored by | shoulder pads. 

a group of financiers, socialites and| The duller colors are Royal Khaki, 
medicos in order to bring expert eye 


Paris Blue and Paris Earth. The 
examinations and eyeglasses to the | brilliant tones Scream Red, Long- 
public at minimum fees. champ green and Porcelain Rose. 
‘ As Leila Ricard, Mrs, Ettinger was |For street wear, there are many 
in several Music Box Revues, later |"@vy blue and/black dresses, with 
in Hassard Short’s “Ritz Revue,” |%odices tightly buttoned and _ hips 
sang at the Fairmount hotel, San |@ccentuated by three folds of the 
Francisco, but since retirement has |f@bric at cach side below the belt. 
been active in the OMP work which ee ponets re — to the 
as b ridel lici t mid-thigh, and then ey flare out. 
mae been widely publicized Short jackets and snug boleros com- 
plete the costume, 


Dresses Applauded 


° . Almost all dresses of that type 
Blinds Danny Kaye in SF were applauded. Cocktail suits and 
San Francisco, Feb. 25. late afternoon dresses follow the 
An incident which may serve to|same lines. “Cafe de Paris”, a long 
discourage the granting of permis-|black restaurant dress in the “8” 
sion to amateur photographers to |figure-line, is worn with a big black 
take flashlight pictures of stars oc- | cartwheel hat, reminding of the pre- 
curred here yesterday (24) when aj} World War spring. 
flashlight bulb exploded in the face Many of the long stem-like eve- 


much bitterness, Next to him sat 
the opera singer, Fanny Heldy, wife 
of Marcel Boussac. 

The first dress, “Amour”, was an- 
nounced. Everyone stopped talking 
and a parade of over 100 models 








Amateur Photog Almost 


of Danny Kaye and temporarily |ning dresses are quite straight and 
blinded him. _ fentirely pleated—very small tight 
Glass from the bulb sprayed |pleats. They are worn with capes 


Kaye's face. He required doctor's 
attention who fortunately found no 
glass in his eyes, but the explosion 
affected his sight for several hours. 
He made another visit to the doctor 
today. The amateur picture taker 
was not identified. 

Ed .Dukoff, Kaye’s personal rep, 
said that the incident which might 
have resulted in permanent injury 
to Kaye's eyes should act as a warn- 
ing to performers not to indiscrim- 
inately grant permission to take 
flashlight photos. Kaye is appearing 
at th Golden Gate theatre. 


lined in brilliant colors. 

All the gala dresses came next... 
white organza, white satin with em- 
broidery, black dotted net veiling, 
pink foundations.... 

Each dress was cheered. Christian 
Dior is now on a pedestal. He may 
not hold it long but, for this season, 
he is the style-setter and some of the 
younger couturiers of recent fame 
are slightly nervous. Jacques Fath, 
who had the most spectacular show- 
ing last week, invited all of Paris 
cafe socieiy ‘this future clienis) to 
(Continued on page 42) 














| What About the Plug Values? 
| New York. 
| Editor, VARigry: 


The 


Picture Producers to veto the so0- 
called “free” radio interview of 
Hollywood stars finds this humble 
radio-movie reporter with an opin- 
ion or two on the costly fallacy of 
the move. 

It was Variety, four years ago, 
that developed a series of stories 
blueprinting the free interview prac- 
tice, its advantages, hazards, exploi- 
tation values, fee allocations, box- 
office residue. With newspaper space 
vise-tight then, the radio interview 
became a powerful bargaining fac- 
tor. Some of the networks’ carefully 
guarded stanzas were finally invaded 
and their “no-plugs” protocol broken 
down like Richard’s door after per- 
sistent refusals to open it. The in- 
terview practice was just getting its 
toehold on the kilocycle tieup. The 
gist of the Variety stories remains 
almost the same today as when the 
yarns first hit print and endeavored 
to act as radio-primer for all the 
majors’ boys who ran radio inter- 
ference. 

That the free interview practice 
generally is costly, in more ways 
than the by-passing of a fee, is not 
to be argued by those of us who've 
helped mould the format. But, that 
the setup, regrettably is still han- 
dled amateurishly too often, is also 
not to be argued. A radio interview, 
if it fails to project the appeal, the 
warmth, the personality of the star 
on the other side of the microphone, 
is costly for all concerned no matter 
what the paid fee. A compact in- 
terview, professionally written, care- 
fully rehearsed, smoothly segued 
into its proper niche in the program 
| and deftly handled is of boxoffice 





'value no matter what the by-passing | 


| fee. 

Radio still continues to be a tough 
| taskmaster for movie harnessing. Its 
slip-shoddy interview still remains 
its most relentless Simon Legree. 
Regarding the chore as just another 
piece of talk, talk, talk, lacking the 
charm of smooth dialog, the lustre 
of brilliant aneedota, the delicate 
intrusion into the personal realm 
with good taste ever the guardian, 
euchers itself into a costly experi- 
ence for the star. Instead of selling 
his next pic, it crucifies it; profes- 
isionaliy he takes a beating and fi- 

(Continued on page 42) 





| Brandt, 
, and Herbert J. Yates. 
| Presidents of all national and lo- | 


; | Irving Berlin’s 
Montaigne, near the Plaza-Athenee | the same findings; that an actor who My 


‘ . jsemi - official 
An interview is some- | 


career. 


sweeping, no-exceptions de- | 
cision of the Association of Motion | 








'NCCJ RECAPS PIX AID 


Following an intensive industry- 
wide drive in behalf of American 
Brotherhood Week (16-23), spon- 
sored by National Conference of 
| Christians and Jews, key figures in 
{the motion picture division of the 
leampaign are holding a_ special 
meeting today (26) for final checkup 
lon pledges and coin collected by in- 
dustry towards $2,000,000 NCCJ fund 
for 1947. 

Spyros P. Skouras headed the film 
| division together with co-chairman 
| Jack Kirsch, Fred Wehrenberg and 
|Ted R. Gamble. National vice-chair- 
|}men are Barney Balaban, J. Robert 
| Rubin, Herman Robbins, Max A. 
| Cohen, Si Fabian, Jack Cohn, Harry | 
Louis Nizer, Ned Depinet | 





cal, exhib associations worked with 


ithe distributors committee, headed | 
| 


by Tom Connors, to carry a special | 
short subject on the Brotherhood 
campaign. Charles Schlaifer headed | 


| the division's publicity committee. _| 


| Kate Smith reported to the”Na- | 
tional Conference of Christians & | 
Jews that her radio introduction of | 
“Help Me to Help 
Neighbor’ -— the Conference’s 
“theme .«song” — 
;achieved a first in the songstress’ 


| 





reached unprece- | 
dented proportions and _ included 
cash contributions for the further- | 
jance of the NCCJ’s Brotherhood | 
movement, 


| 
| 


Her fan mail 





‘Birdwell Sues Dantine 
Over Contract Beef 


Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 
Russell Birdwell filed suit against 


Helmut Dantine for $7,500, charging 
breach of contract. 


finally refused to sign. Suit asks 7% 
interest from Sept. 6, 1946, in addi- 
tion to the $7,500. 





Ed Perkins’ Round-World 
Trip in 102 Flying Hours 


West coast concert manager Ed- 
ward Perkins figures his new TWA 
(Constellation) around-the-world fly- 
ing time at 102 hours—four days and 
six hours—under the schedule he’s 
set for himself on the new regular 
passenger service in quest of per- 
sonalities. He left San Francisco 
last week for Manila, flight consum- 
ing 37 hours. The Manila to Paris 
-hop takes 43 flying hours, stopping 
en route in Bangkok, Calcutta, Cairo 
and Madrid. He figures Paris to New 
York on the new Constellation in 


stellationing, in 8 hours, 


He clippered from Frisco last week 
and is due in New York from Paris 
Sunday (1). 








|'Vidor Appeals Cohn Case 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


for a new trial in effort to break his 
, contract with Columbia. He charges 
that Federal Judge Ben Harrison 
“pre-judged” his testimony in the 
recent trial and also showed “bias 
and prejudice” 
Columbia prez Harry Cohn being a 
finer gentleman than Vidor, because 
| latter brought shis wife’s name into 
| the case. , 


| Attorney Hubert Morrow, who 
| filed the brief with Judge Harrison, 
| said if the plea is nixed it will be 
| taken to the -cireuit court of ap- 
peais. Meanwhile, 


Harrison has 


| taken the motion under advisement. 





1947 


Long Tack Sam 
Juggling Filns 
As China Exhib 


Hollywood, Feb « 
In from the Far East idler to 
Tack Sam, years ago a topliner . 
vaudeville with his Chinese juggling 
acrobatic and patter act. and — 
;owner of a string of film houses : 
| Shanghai. .Sam is on a \ : 
touring the U. S. with his wife and 
|renewing contacts with friends of 
| a bygone day when he toured pro- 
fessionally on the Keith and Or- 
pheum circuit. 
Film business, according to Sam 
| is good in China, with plenty of 
customers but plenty of headaches 





‘acation, 


IN BROTHERHOOD DRIVE retietn, ‘Sith stetwes aca tee 


| popping up unexpectedly and thea. 
jtre employes drawing from $200 to 
$300 a month. “Even the theatre 
| coolies,” Sam said, “draw $75 per 
month in addition to a rice 
ance.” 

His three film houses took a lot of 
punishment during the Japanese oc- 
cupation of Shanghai but managed 
to weather the ordeal. American 
and British pictures were tabu. and 
Jap and German productions failed 


allow- 


| to click with the people. In addi- 
ition, the Jap regime promoted 
| demonstrations and near-riots in 


i erget of the theatres, 
When the American troops ar- 
jrived in Shanghai, Sam declared, 








they caused a new problem for which 
they were not to blame. It seems 
the usherettes fell so hard for the 
GI boys that they forgot all about 
their ushering. 

“Today,” he said, “pictures shown 
in- China are chiefly American, with 
a few British films exhibited in 
Hong Kong. Audiences over there 
like Hollywood action pictures, with 
plenty of fighting and riding in the 
canyons. Customary program is a 
feature, a short and a newsreel. One 
difficulty is finding translators, and 
the best of the translators are girls, 
who speak perfect Chinese and keep 
right up with the action on the film. 

Rentals are high in China be- 
cause of the foreign exchange sit- 
uation. Ordinarily, Sam explained, 
he pays from 40 to 50% for Ameri- 
can films, and sometimes as much as 
55°. for high-budgeters. 

While anti-foreign feeling is run- 
ning high in China today, Sam said, 





Plaintiff declares he provided Dan- | 
tine with services under an actor- | 
agent agreement, which the player | 


14 hours, and NY to LA, also Con- | 


Charles Vidor has filed a motion | 


in remarks about | 


| American films and American stars 
| . 
are still favored. 


‘HARRY JAMES WANTS NO 
_ PART OF CROSBY GAGS 


| Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 

Harry James, bandleader filed 
suit to recover $150,000 which, he 
declares, he laid on the line for 
seven racehorses which show little 
or no inclination to race. 

James wants his money back, if he 
returns the steeds, or $65,000 if he 
retains them, with an additional 
$3.000 for feed bills since last May. 
Named in the suit are C. H. Jones & 
Sons, Long Beach horse dealers, and 
Joe Hernandez, racetrack announce, 
middleman on the deal. 


‘Frances. Langford, Hall 


| Offered to Terperies 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
| Frances Langford and her hus 
| band, Jon Hall, are being offered “ 
‘a vocal team to ballrooms by W'!- 
liam Morris agency. Idea }§ that 
pair will bulwark one-niting orches- 
‘tras. Both sing singly and duet 39 
| front ef bands. 
First booking is March 8 @t Mis- 
j sion Beach, San Diego, where paif 
| will work with Tommy gene 
recently formed orch, also handlet 
| by Morris office. Langford-Hal! turn 
‘asks $1,750 per nite, plus percentage 
slice. 











‘Geo. White’s Parole 
e. Plea Turned Down 


San Diego, Feb. 25. 
, County Parole Board turned done 
‘George White’s application {0 
parole. Stage and film producer a 
asked for release to obtain prope 
| medical treatment for pyorrhea ” 
|a knee ailment, 





| White is serving one year ©” : 
‘county road gang as a result of at 
‘fatal automobile accident las 
autumn, 
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UA WILL SELL STOCK TO PUBLIC 


PICTURES 8 








+ 


A Word of Caution 


Through the years the top stars of screen and radio have 
essayed presentation house and vaudeville dates to prove one 
thing—their potency with the public in a direct-to-the-consumer 
method. Eddie Cantor does it periodically, Bob Hope ditto. 
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Selmnick Receives $164,000 in Cash, 
Forgiveness of $1,536,000 Debt Plus 
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ri Danny Kaye, Frank Sinatra, Dick Haymes, Jimmy Durante, e e 
tia Martha Raye and the Andrews Sisters have rung up astounding | With the settlement of the David 3G Escrow Com In UA Settlement 
) an a grosses that way. And now there’s Jack Benny & Co., essaying a | O. Selznick suit last week, United | 
is of coming tour capped by a record $40,000-a-week minimum salary | Artists is about to embark on a A 
pro- at the Roxy, N. Y. The bands, of course, are a category all by |S¢ties of internal and external move ¢ David O. Selznick received $164,- 
Or. themselves ; |which will radically change the ° y ; 900 in cash and forgiveness of debts 
4 ’ @ | characteristics marking the company Tennis Champ S$ New Love | totalling $1,536,000 in settlement 
+ i . . scanale ic amentally , | since its founding almost 30 years | last week of his ‘actual bat 
San The purpose eg these personals is fundame sag Rene of ag pera paw cree Ma Ag “we Hollywood, Feb. 25. | st. mare os ees, ganged - = 
_ Lac * roo te a5V. : A : } Isti % S . : \ J é Sts, >» als £ 
‘A ™ aga in ard ae i it ys orem ee aa gg these as lifting it to a position among Frankie Parker, former national | back $300,000 which he put in es- 
er it’s a means for raising tax-coin. Periodically, pre-March 15, | 1. strongest of the eight majors, | tennis champion, will make his|crow in 1941 as payment for the 
ial ¢ y € 7 ) J : ye = aa * = oe nepetion tes . ° , " n ri s. Ms ~ oe . en , . 
a0 many a star has been known to take a flyer in the deluxers just to Principal switch will be away irom | scree: bow in a featured role in| one-third interest in UA to which 
thea. raise a few thousand for Uncle Sam’s tax obligations. its traditional cooperative setup ane Las Vegas.” he gave up all claim by last week's 
0 to a we etane ; tailed: that of re into a public ownership corporation. | Picture will be produced by the | settlement. UA treasury in turn re- 
sila There is a ways € auxiliary purpose entaled: nat oO T€- | Moves to strengthen UA will start | "¢W_ Schofield-Taylor indie unit, | ceived from escrow the 4,000 shares 
on iterating a star’s hold on his or her public. Phil Regan, for in- | almost immediately, with the me-| Starting in June. lof stock whith was to have been 
‘harry stance, was between-pictures for quite a spell until two years chanics to be completed in about | - \handed over te Selghick when he 
ago, but when Hollywood read those grosses in Variety on his | six months. Initial step will be to |completed terms of his purchase 
ot of dates in the vaudfilmers and niteries they realized they’d better | split the present 12,000 shares of contract. 
or. start casting him pronto. |stock perhaps 10-for-one or 100-for- , @ . ro S. 0 End of the UA-Selznick squall 
aged | onrie and offer for public sale the | came considerably faster than it 
ican Latterly, there has been a wave of more personalities from the | expanded equivalent of the 4,000) started, with the first intimations of 
and Coast “making personal appearances.” And with disastrous re- | Saares turned back into ve UA Shoot Works At peace coming in talks in New Yo 
siled sults. Because, fundamentally, that “personal appearance” gag | \Ce/"s Oe, OTS eS ee age v8 ye? seco Ran mae woe 
ddi- ‘ a . ~- x sior ear ‘a V K. ( | py fi m Kramer, Selznick a 
00 is a corny way of indicating congasonrietn. fg: if peng “+ Sensagrenl Treeury sbleok “resresdts cue-| ; Berge ead oman uset oo area 
ted ties, usually not top-draw ef, would do better if they did an act | third ownership gf UA. Mary Pick- | Sor Chutien SE and Arnold 
in instead of making just a ».a. If that were SO, there wouldn’t ford and Charles Chaplin, who now russe S eS Va Grant, counsel for Mary Pickford. 
ar. occur the sorry spectacle experienced where film player Peter stand as the sole owners of the . | Chaplin and Miss Pickford are left 
red Lorre literally read his script before a Broadway picture house | company, will. each retain a one- | Apparently having learned a les- | a sole owners of UA by the turn 
hich gudience. The excuse was illnes theatre is no hos- | (Continued on page 20) son from their experience at last | of events, with both sides agreeing 
ems pitalization plan. And a mixed team (Martha Vickers-Alan | year’s Cannes film festival, U. S.| ‘0 call off all suits and threats. ot 
the Hale), also on Broadway, were downright embarrassing with film companies are expécted to co- suits against the other. 
out their “routine’—or lack of it—just because their studio (War- | operate wholeheartedly in the next! Five days of high-powered nego- 
ners) decided to send them out into their New York showcase | W 0ll ave world film event, scheduled for the | tiating—with little change except in 
own because of (a) no immediate assignment, and (b) on the theory month of June at Brussels. All| minor details from terms talked of 
vith iatianoialine —wlekes niet ss t disastrousl 5 member companies of the Motion} the first days—ended Friday (21) 
in so a weak-sister picture. It worked ou y Picture Assn. of America will par-| midnight with a UA board meeting 
ere au round. a e W ticipate in the festival by entering | in New York and a dramatic four- 
vith "here was : . wine ears ago where a dialectic their top pix for international } way phone hookup with the Coast, 
the The ty was an instance, too, several 7 os 8 a] t icided e awards. | With Selznick execs Dan O'Shea 
- comedian did such a brodie on his vaude tour he a most suicide 7. &. prodiicers. bimhed elt the lina a Beeeiek at A wttornes 
One his Hollywood career. The pic producers were afraid of risking @ _ 0 ns on invitation of the Cannes committee | | Herbert Files, Jr. in Hollywood and 
and him in future films. by sending over only a few entries (Continued en page 49) 
rls : — > 3 . | Washington, Feb. 25, | and were then miffed when the Rus- | ll 
' : al n show business. The Cantors, the | ton, w 
eep They still pay ao or tee : d lav dates removed from | The Hollywood studio strike never | sians, French and British, who par- | ’ 
m.” Hopes, etc., have that ta ane, RS 28S ee : | would have occurred if there had | ticipated full force in the event, | J § FIRST POSTWAR 
be: their currently top media. They have the background, the expe- | been proper federal legislation, Eric | | walked off with most of the prizes. | 
sit rience; they know never to sell any audience short. |Johnston declared yesterday (24), | With the international market grow- | INT'L CONVENTION 
ed, : sly ¢ . “There is no moral justification | ing increasingly more competitive, | 
rie Just a word of caution on how easily a star can be es up |for a jurisdictional strike,” he as- | American companies reportedly now Universal - International's first 
= before one of the most common of all show biz denomina 9 |serted at a press conference to pre- (Continued on page 62) | overseas convention since the Hitler- 
live audiences. Eventually that means boxoffice, too. Abel, sent a plan worked out by the Com- | lian blitz struck Europe is set for 











in- —_—— —|mittee for Economic Development. | F; 3 Paris the latter part of March. Con- 
id, CED offered a new procedure which Q T Pp d tingent from the h.o. will be headed 
ars FI k f T d h () Pr d { the Motion Picture Assn. chief con- isier Wulz 10 Freie 24 rages. ee U’s foreign 
tended would have prevented the | H’ d ( P b ep't chief, who will sail for Eng- 
0C iW la es OWS pens 0 uc Holly wood strike. | woo ommunist ro © tana on the Queen Elizabeth early 
. The Wagner Act, said Johnston, Washington, Feb. 25. next month, — 2 
0) > ° ns has the National Labor Relations! House Un-American Activities; _Ac¢ompanying Seidelman will be 
or ree 4 = a ] i rovise Board determine and certify the | Committee will probe Hans Eisler, | Bisa top ranking assistant; Har- 
KY proper union to serve as bargaining | | Hollywood film songwriter and |° d Sugarman, chief of the 16m de pt. 
representative. However, there is | brother of Gerhart Eisler, who was | publicity 
; Raft of tradescreenings held by * nothing in the law to determine who | recently called the No. 1 commy in | poe Reg ‘il be htiet P sextcyy 
led all distributors within the last sev- WB 126 T Ni k does what work, and that’s why | the J. Ss, boos inet tec’ cod +y mm we 
he eral weeks represents the distribs’ ax INIC there are jurisdictional strikes. Un- | Committee had earlier decided | — 
for ffort their auct to com- Washington, Feb. 25. | der the CED plan, NLRB would be | that somewhere along the line ‘it = 
tle e nevbes peo = ry “¥ vercome hingt Board of Tax Ap- given the power by statute. At the | would investigate alleged Red ac- 
the alle 4 ada vate “> first rere took ld ih ee Yequest of either the employer or |tivities in the film capital. The 
he r . * “— - a8 ot a current peals last beta - $12 393 against one of the interested unions, NLRB | Eisler thing is a new developntent | 
~ — — y — EY sagmaiael tax eggs ; pL was | WOuld appoint a referee to make the | and apparently will dovetail with | 
al esiliien. ‘isdoesmening new pix aarteed ite a subaliaty Warner (Ventanas on _ sch he Pactaee bivestqeties. Trade Mark Registered 
E " >| derived fr y; aden A Pee oe om thesl = Sen vaieetie wate st tall . 
A therefore, does not mean these films | Bros, Distributing Corp., handling once wither aiden. 
a will be released immediately but | gistribution here, and covered the ] B ffi ss “tee gincotaain President thera 
r rather that distribs are prepping for | period from 1941 through 1944. ationa OXOTTICE urvey 154 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
od decree-imposed policies, which call 
for film’s availability 30 days before = SUBSCRIPTION | 
the date on which bids are first to| DE ROCHEMONT EXITS Bliz Bites Eastern Keys—‘Jolson,’ ‘Prentiss,’ ‘Yearl- Anouat $10 Foreign |p | 
be received. | ing,’ ‘Pilgrim,’ ‘Calif.’ Head Golden Dozen pata own ——| 
Attorneys point out that all the | FOX PRODUCER ; low . Pee 121) 9 || 
majors sed Te aesed the number of | AS 0 g means es and rea a — rece Pog ot ba ai ra VanaaE. | few 165 a a “eo | 
’ features they'll turn out in 1947 so : 25. swept the Atlantic seaboard cities rength being displayed this roun¢ == 
S that it ee | be vitally impossible Hollywood, ven. * and extended as far west as Cleve- | by “California” is traceable to some } INDEX | 
to boost the release rate and still be Louis de Rochemont is exiting aS| j,14q ploughed under grosses last | six important playdates, This Para- i] Bills . 56 
be able to spread out their product for | Producer with 20th-Fox and Will! Week, making an extremely spotty | mount opus is leading Minneapolis, ||| Gpattes 63 {I 
s the entire year, Number of new concentrate on producing documen- |) iciness picture for current session. jis fine in Boston, big in Buffalo aia...) 10 
1- tradescreenings, therefore, means | taties. Ankling follows completion | New york and Boston probably were | where topper and doing strongly in Samedi.” sp ape ** oe 
at that the majors are priming these | °F de Rochemont’s “Boomerang,” |}it hardest by the storm with biz | L.A. on its second frame. Showing ||! George Frazier ._ 44 
S- features so that they can swing into which he brought in 12 days ahead) eturning to somewhere near nor-|by “Reckoning” in present session li} Seoseen Mevows. . " 55 
in competitive bidding on them when | ° schedule and $300,000 below the} a) last Saturday (22). In contrast, | also bespeaks important playdates. ||} 1, iq, cae 4 58 
bidding becomes effective July 1, or film's budget. Los Angeles is blaming warm wea-| Besides these 12 leaders, with se- Inside Piobares < 99 |i 
c- that they plan to sell pix that way While with 20th, the producer | ther that is taking many to the vere weather splitting up re‘ a Inside Radio one | 
ir immediately. Fact that exhibs must | turned out “The Fighting Lady,” in| beaches for a laggard ee that’s | aan ae oe = enly Romy ye ||| Joe Laurie, Jr. . a 3 
‘s bé notified of a film’s availability 30 | cooperation with the U. S. Navy, | only being helped by launching ad bs ge ales © Seaahnes pwc te | ,; Legitimate .....; a. ae 
d days in advance of the first bid and|and originated the documentary-| some fresh product. | ox var y wel . SFI thes Sil; Literati ....:.. a . 61 
n must be given 15 days in which to | type feature with “House on 92d) “Jolson Story” (Col) moved up Beast With Five Fingers” (WB). | TAO Os Sasa ee 
fe turn in their bids means a 45-day | Street.” He incorporated the same | into top position for current week Others in this ona a. nee ety Rie” e oe. Se | 
delay in competitive situations after | technique in “13 Rue Madeleine” and /|while “Shocking Miss Pilgrim agp rset sd ey = a | Night Club Reviews any 
July 1, unless distribs build up a |““Boomerang,” latter slated to preem | (20th) leader last week, has slipped an J tears: ached aes us anc | Obituary Pe G9 
backlog of available pictures now. | at the Roxy, N. Y.. following the | back to fourth position among the ue Madeleine” (20th). a Force oy | “ya | 
Increase’ in tr : snge 3 . | current “Shocking Miss Pilgrim.” | first 12 money-makers. “Nora Pren-| Playing in only two big keys, “Be- | Pietanes 4 
Pree gn "? magecarvenmnges ‘h poet De Rochemont went to New York | tiss” (WB), newcomer this stanza, is | ginning Gid het show quedgn.5s: tee || Pre-Production News a Ee 
n oa the reviews which ap- last week to start his non- theatrical | edging out “The Yearling” (M-G) wv hether it will be a smash coin- | Pe Brak haus, 
(Continued on page 56) ; ion, where he! for second-place money. Besides | getter or do only fairly well. F ren- | || adi “yoo” 9 
documentary producti “her ; , | Radio Reviews . 38 
n has several sponsors already signed | these three and “Pilgrim,” — > oon ore neges et St. Fo we: is | Miante Geithe ii ah 61 
? N RKO P. t of| the Golden Dozen, in order of rated only good in L.A. and same in ||| ae 54 agi te eae 
t ankroll the shorts as part OL} : xe p>, . a a ae” , iy | a — 
| Dmytryk Ss ew act pot institutional ad campaigns. | strength. “California (Par), Till | N.Y. . Best Years of Lives (RKO), a Unit Reviews ...:... 5 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. De Rochemont will also turn out} Clouds Roll By” (M-G), ‘Sinbad the showing in only three key cities \ Cadets... 50 
/ KO), “Dead Reckoning” |covered by Variety is doing very |}| 
Edward Dmyt documentaries for Chesterfield,| | Sailor” (R e | : . —_—_—_—_ . 
; d Mee del on EO vast | Squibb and Reynolds Metal, and has | (Col), “Lady in Lake” (M-G),/ well in all of them, best showing | DAILY VARIETY 
week, ee ae eee bean asked to do one film for the | “Humoresque” (WB), “Beginning or “ees being on its long-runner in 1 (Published in Hollywood by 
~— ~ a . ll | End” (M-G) and “Song of Schehera- | N | Daily Variety,. Lid.) 
7 ne on contract is — ~ ee eS ner 2 cain» “aan ie te dah. wetke -tee (Complete Boxoffice Reports 1} 610 6 Year-012 Fawn 
Ww . 4% ss e s . . . * . - ‘s . .. 4 z i ee 
, ie ent bass oy mlag eons | or Philadelphia. | “Scheherazade,” being spotted in on Pages 14-15) Cee — 
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= IS THE: AD THAT STARTS THE 
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point 


| IN NEW YORK’S 10 GREAT NEWSPAPE 


THIS IS THE UNPARALLELED PARADE — 

(o) Ye), (0) 1 3[¢@ 1406) .199:). 17-1430 
_ NOW PLAYING AND ON THE | 
WAY FROM 2D CENTURY-FOX 


=_— 
RAZOR'S EDGE 


13 RUE 
MADELEINE 


BOOMERANG 


THE LATE 
GEORGE APLEY 


THE GHOST 
AND MRS. MUIR 


CARNIVAL IN 
COSTA RICA 


In Technicolor! 

















THE HOMESTRETCH 


In Technicolor! 


MOSS ROSE 


MIRACLE ON 
34th STREET 


10): a) \ 
OF BATTLE 


In Technicolor! 


KISS OF DEATH 
NIGHTMARE ALLEY 


CALL 
NORTHSIDE 777 








| WONDER WHO'S 
KISSING HER NOW — 


In Technicolor! 


MOTHER WORE 
TIGHTS 


In Technicolor! 
THE FOXES 
OF HARROW 


FOREVER AMBER | 
In Tecaniceter! 
CAPTAIN FROM 
CASTILE 


In Technicolor! 
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No Fiction Writer Could Create Such Drama! 


..- Told how it happened! 
... Filmed the way it happened! 


Boomevang/ brings to a stunning climax of 


perfection the technique 20th Century-Fox made 
famous in ‘““The House On 92nd Street”’ 
and “13 Rue Madeleine” 





Because it is real... true... authentic... 


oom / is a new kind of motion picture, 


lifted, alive and pulsating, out of life itself! 


Darryl F. Zanuck 


Presents 


HANA AND 


JAN -C0BR 


» ELTA KAZAN 
LOUIS de ROCHEMONT 


Screen Play by Richard Murphy * Based Upon an Article by Anthony Abbot, Published In the Reader's Digest 


Aa litte ROXY COMING 


7th AVE. & 50th ST. 

















Soper 


so a 
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Bob Weitman's (N.Y. Par) Cutting Of 
Admissions to Bolster Matinee Trade 
Applicable Chiefty to B’way Situations 


Unballyhooed price-cut tests con-¢ 
ducted by the Paramount theatre, 
N. Y., prior to its now well-pub- 
licized decision to slash admission | 
scales demonstrated that Broadway’s 
dwindling matinee trade is primarily ; 


due to inflated price tags On ducats, | 


according to Robert Weitman, direc- } 
tor of the showcase. Meanwhile, | 
Par’s moye touched off a hot debate | 
along the street with managers of | 
other Times Sq. first-runs conced- | 
ing that suecess in the step would | 
gun parallel action—but pooh-pooh- 
ing, at the same time, the Weitman 





Affects Par Stock 


Admission scale reductions by 
Paramount’s premier showcase 
brought on a selling splurge of 
Par’s common stock which ham- 
mered the price down 1% points 
on the New. York Stock Ex- — 
change. Indicating the timidity 
of film investors: in the present 
uncertain market, some 13,500 
shares of the company passed 
hands, by far the greatest trad- 
ing of any of major film ccm- 
panies during the day. 

Statement by Robert Weitman, 





contention, | * : 

It’s showmanship and the strength | ar ag able s Bags tan: 
of bills that still determine how) yi. ° ra a ; “3 a 
many customers surrender their Pp g pparently 


touched off the setling activity. 
Other film companies showed 
chinks in their armor but none 
declined as much _as Par. 


greenbacks, rival managers coun-| 
tered, and admission levels aren't | 
out of line. Several asserted that | 
Par’s recent offerings had been on | 
the weak side and that the theatre | —— 
had its own peculiar problems. 
“Paramount is in a squeeze because 
it's depended on the kids flocking to 


name band shows—but other Broad- Is Want 
way houses don’t rely nearly as e : . 
much on that sort of business,” one Li Oscar Chi 
theatre topper said. m ve ps, 
To substantiate his point, Weitman ‘ 
Or Would Nix’Em 


disclosed that business had doubled 
on several days when Par had tested 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 


the planned reduction by holding 
and Sciences was informed by New 


prices at opening levels) “We did 
York newsreel editors that they 











this on several. weekday matinees 
and in each instance our business 
increased on a_ two-for-one ratio, 
comparing both with the day before 
and the same day of the week pre- 


(Continued on page 42) 


SCHAEFER EAST ON ENT 








ners. Last year’s pictures, they 


were told, were drab, uninteresting 





George.J. Schaefer, who last week | 
was named v.p. and distribution | , 
chief of Enterprise, returns to New | the preceneatene from the front of 
York from the Coast over the com- |the house, with sound effects of 
ing weekend to establish the Ent | audience reaction. Academy chiefs 


sales supervision setup. He’s re-|.ynjained that such rocedure 
maining in Hollywood this week to |~~” P 


see previews of “Arch of Triumph” | would interfere with the show, but 
and “The Other Love.” the bosses back east declared they 





House Whips D.C. DST 


Washington, Feb. 25. 

“By a vote of 210 to 124, the House 
yesterday (24) whipped a bill to 
have daylight saving time in the 
District of Columbia during the 
summer. Had the measure become 
law, as urged by the bulk of Wash- 
ington organizations, it would have 
cut into the early evening shows 
at the filmeries. 

Bill was licked by the farm bloc, 
which argued that it would force 
the farmers to get up an hour earlier 
to supply the Washington market. 


WB Seeks to Nullify 


5% Gross Admish Tax 
In Pennsy Locale 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 


Warner Bros, Theatres, Inc., has 
filed suit in Montgomery county 
against the borough of Pottstown, 
to have declared invalid the 5% tax 
on gross admissions of théatres in 
Pottstown. 


WB claims tax, passed last De- 
cember, ups annual fee for operation 
of its Strand from $100 a year to 
$10,000 annually. William Goldman, 
operator of the Hippodrome in Potts- 
town, said his company will also file 
suit. 

Complaints of the theatre oper- 
ators will be heard Friday (28) be- 
fore Judge William F. Dannenhower, 
Court of Quarter Sessions of the 
Peace In and For the County of 
Montgomery. 

Suit is of statewide interest as it 
was reported other boroughs in state 
are eyeing similar tax ordinances to 
bulge the treasuries. 











warit action and atmosphere in this | 
year’s filming of Oscar Derby win- | 


mission tax now before the legisla- 
|ture, North Central Allied is carry- 


REISSUE SALES |°"° lacked selling value as news-|ing on a 
AND U |reels, |members of the 


| “theatre admissions are not a luxury 
Newsreelers want to photograph | a+ all, but constitute the price for 


i legislature, too, that theatres should 


|“singled out for unfair and discrim- 
|inatory treatment.” The theatres are 


_ experienced film biz 


Schaefer last week also reportedly 
purchased reissue rights for U.S. and 
Canada to 300 Universal features 
produced prior to 1938. Price was 
said to be $1,500,000, plus a percent- 
age of income. Pix will be released 
via franchise-holders, with Schaefef 
taking no active part in distribution. 

T 


ATA Loans Ned Shugrue 





For US. Freedom Tram’ 


Responding to the pitch of U. S. 


Attorney General Tom Clark for an 


exploiteer 


would nix the Derby unless they 
were allowed to shoot live action. 
Newsreel photogs will have to 
hang from the first row of the gal- 
lery and use telephoto lenses, ac- 
cording to a ruling of the Academy 
board, which is sticking by its guns 
to keep lensers off the main floor 
the night Oscars are handed out at 
Shrine auditorium. Lensmen have 
been banned from the main floor for 
several years, since the night a 
bulbpresser went through a bass 
drum in eagerness to get pictures. 
Also move is meant to protect $12 
per seat ticketholders downstairs 
from getting trampled. Meanwhile 





to direct the Government’s “Freedom 
Train.” Amegican Theatres Assn. has 
agreed to loan Ned Shugrue, theatre 
org’s director of public relations, for 
the project. Shugrue steps into the | 
new post this Saturday (1) for a | RKO 20th, M-G Di Ss 
six-month stint to organize and pro- ’ y vy 
mote the rolling museum. Stockholders of RKO, 20th-Fox and 
Plan, suggested by the Govern- | Metro garnered quarterly dividend 
ment and bankrolled by private in- |payments during the past week. 
dustry, calls for a year’s junket of |RKO melon of 30c. per share was 
historical American documents | declared on common stock payable 
which will be brought to the pub-/April 1 to holders of record on 
lic’s backyard by a specially adapted | March 15. Metro’s investors are due 
train. Film industry is playing aj|for a payment of 37%c. per share 
prominent part in the project as a|on common, payable March 31 to 
member of The American Heritage | record holders as of March 11. 
Foundation, organization formed to; Quarterly cash dividend of 75c. 
handle the plan. per share of common has been de- 
Shugrue will be paid by the /clared by 20th, payable March 31 
foundation while in his managerial | to holders of record, March 8. Board 
post. Before moving into ATA one | also awarded divvy of $1.12% per 
year ago, he served as national direc- | share on outstanding prior preferred 
tor of motion pictures and special |stock, payable March 15 to stoek- 
events under. Ted Gamble in the |holders as of March 3. Divvy of 
Treasury Dept. Part of his job was | 37 "ee. per share on convertible pre- 
the prepping of seven Victory loan | ferred stock has been declared pay- 
drive trains. able March 31 to holders of record, 


newsreel cameramen are still ad- 
amant about “live” shots or none 
at all. 











| Happen” and “Christmas Eve.” Pix 
| will be United Artists releases. 


ALLIED BATTLES MINN. 
20% ADMISSION BITE 


Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 
Fighting a proposed 20% state ad- 


to convince 
legislature that 


campaign 








the poor man’s entertainment.” 
The argument is being made to the 


not be discriminated against and 


\illing to pay taxes on the same 
|basis as any other legitimate busi- 
;ness, the legislature has been in- 
| formed. 


“Gov. L. D. Youngdahl and many 
| legislators -have’ repeatedly ex- 
| pressed opposition to a sales tax,” S. 
| D. Kane, North Central Allied exec- 
utive secretary, has pointed out to 
the lawmaking body. “Well, a tax 
on admissions is just as much.a sales 
tax as one on such other essentials 
as milk, bread and shoes for junior.” 


Enterprise’s Shift To 
Donahue, Coe Agcy. 


Enterprise Productions switched 
advertising agencies last week, go- 
ing. over to Donahue & Coe from 
McCann-Erickson. Latter has done 
the campaign on only one picture, 
“Ramrod.” While Enterprise execs 
are known to feel they'd rather have 
an agency with more experience in 
the motion picture field than Mc- 
Cann-Erickson, it is understood there 
may be other important factors be- 
hind the switch. 

Walter Blake, who went over from 
the Blaine-Thompson agency to M-E 
to handle the Enterprise account, is 
; moving to Donahue & Coe to con- 
| tinue servicing it, D&C topper Ed | 
| Churchill said in N. Y. yesterday , 
(Tuesday). He disclosed the agency | 
will open a Coast office to handle | 
Enterprise and Metro, the only two | 
picture accounts it will take. 

J. Walter Thompson during the 
past week snared the Benedict 
Bogeaus account for “A Miracle Can 




















Duff Exiting RKO : 


"6 Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Warren Duff, producer at RKO, 
will check off the lot on completion 
of his current chore, “Out of the 
Past.” Duff joined RKO as a writer 





in 1943 and was subsequently upped | Theatre Weekdays 
to producer. Paramount ......... .. 55c-$1.20 

He is the second producer to leave; Music Hall ....... «++ 80c-$1.25 
the studio since Dore Schary was ap- | cats vwans 6's dna 80c-$1.25 
pointed chief. The first was Lillie a eee 80c-$1.25 
Hayward, who shifted te Baghe- | ae . . We-$1.25 
Lion a week ago. BOND seeuscccoesses . 55c-$1.00 


Comparative Bway Admish Scales 


Boxoffice scales of other Broadway stageshow houses as against 
Paramount's new schedule is as follows: 





Saturdays Sundays 
70c-$1.50 $1.25-$1.50 
95c-$1.25 $1.25 (all day) 
95c-$1.50 $1.25-$1.50 j 
85c-$1.50 $1.25-$1.50 
85c-$1.75 $1.25-$1.50 | 
50c-$1.10 55c-$1.10 


Scientists, in Switch, Squawk A-Bomb 


Treated Without 


Drama in M-C’s Pic 





Goldwyn’s Crack Hurts 


Tension between the Army 
and foreign execs of American 
film companies has been further 
heightened by arrival in the U.S. 
of German newspaper clippings 
of Samuel Goldwyn’s remarks in 
December anent the low quality 
of Hollywood films. Foreign top- 
pers are burned at Army censors 
permitting use of the Goldwyn 
statement in Berlin papers at a 
time when everything possible is 
supposedly being done to pro- 
mote U.S. prestige in Germany. 

It’s felt that the statement not 
only will iead to ridicule by the 
Germans of American films, but 
of American culture in general 
and will detract from efforts at 
democratization. 














Pic Heads Wake; 
Trek to Albany 
On Censor Fight 


Forces fast asleep while the Wil- 
son-Condon bill slipped quietly 
through the New York legislature 
woke with a bang this week as the 


censorship proposal lay on Governor | 


Thomas E. Dewey’s desk for signa- 
ture. Heading the snowballing op- 
position to the bill which would sub- 


ject film advertising to blue-pencil- | 


ling was the Motion Picture Assn., 
heretofore silent on the 


subject. | 


+ Doing a switch on the usual 
squawks, group of scientists who 
worked on the atom bomb project 
complained this week that Metro’s 
“Beginning or the End” was rela- 
tiveiy accurate from a Scientific 
standpoint, but not dramatic enough 
They opined, after viewing the film 
jon development of the A-bomb. that 
| the climaxes didn’t come thi< 
the screen in half so 
manner as in actuality. 
With the usual reticence and cau- 
tion of men of science, Drs. H. 9 
|Goldsmith and B. T. Feld declared 
| that the pic “glamorized rathe; than 
Pasager ore Dr. Goldsmith is edi. 
tor of the official Bulletin of Atomic 
| Scientists and was coordinator of in. 
| formation of physics on the Chicago 
| bomb project. He’s ndw director of 
|info of the Government's Brook- 
|haven National Laboratory. Dr. 
| Feld, who worked on the project at 
|Columbia University, Chicago: Oak 
| Ridge, Tenn., and Los Alamos, N. M., 
| is assistant professor of physics at 
|Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
| nology. 
The physicists said this week they 
| felt that while the film would do no 
|harm, “it muffed a remarkable op- 
| portunity to do the important job of 
| enlightening the American public on 
the dreadful potentialities of the 
|bomb.” The best they hope it will 
jachieve, they declared, is to lead to 
ja series of other films that “will 


ugh on 
dramatic a 








lreally come to grips with the 
issue.” 
“Primarily missing,” stated Dr. 


| Goldsmith, “is a realistic treatment 
lof the actual effects of the bomb. 
iI don’t know whether one should 


(Continued on page 48) 








American Civil Liberties Union also | 


came to and dispatched a letter to 
the governor urging his veto. The 
hue and cry was joined in by the 
New York Times which editorialized 
against its passage. 

Delegation of film officials visited 


; the governor in Albany on Monday 
| (24) and presented a brief against 


the bill. Group included Sidney 
Schreiber, MPA attorney; Gordon 
White, advertising code administra- 
tor; Glen Allvine, MPA public rela- 
tions chief; Stanleigh P. Friedman, 
Warner Bros. veepee and general 
counsel; and Howard Dietz, Metro 
publicity chief. 


(Continued on page 56) 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Robert Bassler. 
James S. Burkett. 
Hal Carlton. 
Jerome Chodorov. 
Douglas Dick. 
Oscar A: Doob. 
Tommy Dorsey. 
Diana Douglas. 
Paulette Goddard. 
Richard Greene. 
Alvin Greenman. 
Henry Hathaway. 
Elia Kazan. 
Angela Lansbury. 
Ben Lorber. 
David Lord. 

Sam Lutz. 
Burgess Meredith. 
Burtram Nayfack. 
Richard Ney. d 
Ingred Samuelson. 
George Seaton. 
David O. Selznick. 
Robert Sidney. 
James Sidney. 
Andrew Stone. 
Janet Thomas. 
Philip Tong. 
Albert Warner. 
Orson Welles. 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Martin Gang. 
Lou Levy. 
Russell Lewis. 





Pat O’Brien. ° 


Kent Smith. 
Clair Trevor. 
Arleen Whelan. 
Howard Young. 


N. Y. to Europe 
Phylliss Calvert. 
Mrs. Leon Kimberly. 








Europe to N. Y. 
Maurice Chevalier. 
Ben Goetz. 
Murray Silverstone. 
Charles St. Clair. 





N. Y. to Australia 
Al Dean. 
George Weltner. 


Extension of cen- | 


Advise Mrs. FDR 


Continued from page 1 —— 


| that there is little legal basis for ac- 
| tion and so it would be ill-advised, 

Objection of Mrs. Roosevelt is to 
| the full-face views of FDR. imper- 
;sonated in the film by Godfrey 
| Tearle. She wanted the late Presi- 
|dent shown only in_ over-the- 
|shoulder views, such as used in 
| Warner Bros.” “Yankee Doodle 
Dandy.” Méetro’s stand is that it was 
a matter of dramatic necessity to use 
the full-face shots. 

In the meantime, announcement 
from the Coast that her son James 
would be associated with Jay Rich- 
ard Kennedy in a series of indie pic- 
tures based on FRD’s career appar- 
ently came as a surprise to Mrs, 
Roosevelt. She objects to any bio- 
graphical picture so soon after the 
President's death and told Diamond 
ishe felt that as the widow the de- 
cision should rest with her. 

“A biographical picture of my iate 
husband should be made objec- 
tively,” Mrs. Roosevelt is reported 
to have said, “and this can be done 
only when it is possible to draw a 
more sober appraisal of his position 
in world affairs. That will come 
about only with the passage of time 
and will be well in the future. In 
an atmosphere like this, how can 
|}anyone be expected to make a film 
from an objective viewpoint?” 





FDR Film Biog Series Planned 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


Series of pictures based on the 
career of the late Franklin D. Roose- 
velt will be made by Jay Richard 
Kennedy, independent producer, 
with the aid of James Roosevelt, 
who will not be a member of the 
producing firm, but has volunteered 
to help in gathering material from 
family sources and public records. 

Referring to Metro's portrayal of 
FDR in ‘The Beginning or the End,” 
James Roosevelt said: 

“It would be a most happy thing 
if it were possible to eliminate all 
impersonations of my father on 
stage and screen during the lifetime 
of those who knew him directly oF 
indirectly. Metro has already shown 
that, regardless of the family’s po- 
sition, my. father will be. imper- 
sonated in motion pictures and there 
is strong possibility that he will be 
impersonated on the stage. 
| “Therefore, we are in agreement 
that it is better to give full assist- 
ance and cooperation to those in 


whose judgment, good taste and in- 
tegrity we have full confidence, 
rather than allow a multitude of in- 
accuracies and false impressions 10 
be created: It is in consideration of 
these circumstances that I am lend- 
ing my assistance to Mr. Kennedy.” 
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UA’s Stable of Indie Producers Nix 
Sears Hands-Off Proposal on Selling 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. ¢ 


Grad Sears got a decisive and un- 
yarnished nix yesterday (Monday) 
from United Artists’ stable of indie 
producers in reply to his plea to 
them last week to forego their right 
of approval of exhibition contracts 
sold by UA. Best that the company 
distribution chief got yesterday was 
a mild counterproposal in which the 
producers admitted recognizing 
there'd have to be some changes in 
gelling methods under the decree. 


Sears’ plea was based on the de- 
cree’s provisions, primarily those re- 
quiring competitive bidding. After 
reading to the conclave of producers, 
their sales reps and lawyers a more 
than hour-long analysis by UA prexy, 
Edward C. Raftery of the decrees 
effect on indies, Sears made three 
requests, 

First, he asked the prods to give 
up the right of contract approval 
they enjoy under their distribution 
pacts. Second, he asked that UA be 
permitted to start selling under the 
provisions of the decree prior to 
court decision on the company's 
appeal. Third, he asked that when 
selling begins under the decree, UA 
be allowed to make decisions as to 
methods according to its best dis- 
fretion and without further con- 
gultation with the producers or their 
reps. 

Initial meeting Tuesday (18) was 
amicable, but there was unanimity 
among the producers that they 
wouldn't give up any rights without 
further study. Lawyers met the fol- 
lowing day and drafted the reply to 
Sears which was handed him at the 
meeting yesterday. This was fol- 
lowed by discussion of application of 
decre to first-run bookings. 


Prestige (Rank-U) Plans 
Release of Same Pic In 
Long and Short Versions 


Prestige Pictures outfit of Univer- 
gal’s J. Arthur Rank division has 
geome up with a new idea to com- 

ine general distribution with art 
house circulation of prints. Contem- 

lating testing the plans with “The 
verlanders,” Aussie-made semi- 
documentary, Prestige figures on 
distributing two sets of prints, one 

f which would run some 10 minutes 

onger than the other. 


Gimmick would be to make the 
ic available for general distribution 
n a shorter version than the orig- 
inal, stressing its action and scenic 
features, Art houses would get the 
longer replica since its leisurely 
pace is best suited for the habitues 
of the sureseaters. Should the plan 
work out, Prestige would employ the 
device in other British films handled 
by it as one way of having your 
cake and eating it too. 





“Overlanders” which "recently 
preemed in the Rialto (N.Y. ), 
dramatizes the successful drive 


across the great Australian desert of 
the northern cattle herds,Move was 
made to save them from the threat- 
ened Jap invasion, Film was pro- 
duced by Michael Balcon of Ealing 
Studios and stars Chips Rafferty 
and Daphne Campbell. 





Sears’ El Paso and Chi 
Stopoffs en Route East 


Grad Sears, United Artists distri- 
bution chief, who has been on the 
Coast for the past 10 days huddling 
with UA producers, is planning to 
attend two of the company’s divi- 
sional sales meets on his way back 
to New York. First is in El Paso 
tomorrow (Thursday) and second in 
Chicago, March 6. He’s expected in 
New York about March 10. 


Prexy Edward C. Raftery is at- 
tending the other two of the four 
sales conclaves. He’s currently in 
Buffalo, for the meeting which 
Started Saturday (22, and goes 
from there to Pittsburgh for the 
huddles opening tomorrow. 

Also attending the Buffalo and 
Pittsburgh conferences are J. J. 
Unger, general sales manager, and 
Paul Lazarus, Jr., Pub-ad director. 





Pa. Standing-Room 
Bill Before Legislature 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25, 

Philly and Pennsylvania theatre 
operators are in for restrictions on 
standing room under a bill intro- 
duced last week in the state legisla- 
ture at Harrisburg, 

The bill would restrict standing- 
room sale of tickets to no more than 
5% of seating capacity. 


Decree Boosts 
Rep’s Inventory 
To $15,387,470 


Slowdown in releasing tempo 
caused by the anti-trust decision on 
non- defendant Republic Pictures 
boosted that company’s film inven- 
tory to a peak $15,387,470 as of Oct. 
26, 1946, with a 500% climb in com- 
pleted, but unreleased pix for a 48- 
week period, Republic’s annual re- 
port discloses. Protracted delay in 
both releasing new films and collec- 
tion of income therefrom was di- 
rectly attributable to the Federal 
court ruling which required radical 
changes in sales practices, according 
to Herbert J. Yates, company prexy, 
in a statement to stockholders ac- 
companying the report. 

Announcing a net profit of $697,- 
940, report disclosed that Republic’s 
pileup of pix has brought up its 
evaluation of unreleased films already 
in the can to $7,644,714 from its pre- 
vious point of $1,150,890 on Nov. 26, 
1945. Total of all film inventory at 
that time was $10,152,338. Negative 
cost of released productions on Oct, 
26, '46 was $3,625,147 and pix in pro- 
duction, $2,592,877. 

Adverse effect of anti-trust suit 
was coupled with a solid blow 
from jurisdictional squabbles which 
(Continued on page 48) 


‘GRASS’ AT MUSIC HALL 
LIMITED TO 5 WEEKS 


Metro’s “Sea of Grass,” opening at 
the Musie Hall, N, Y., tomorrow 
(Thursday), goes in under an un- 
usual deal that limits it to a maxi- 
mum of five weeks. Metro got the 
date because of the unexpectedly 
short run of “The Yearling,” current 
tenant, and the M.H.’s commitment 
to 20th-Fox that “Late George 
Apley” would be the theatre’s Easter 
picture. 

Regular holdover figure of $75,000 
for Thursday-Friday-Saturday-Sun- 
day applies to “Grass” and if it 
doesn’t hit that it may be pulled any 
week. However, even if the control 
figure is exceeded, Gus Eyssell, 
M. H. topper, holds the option of ex- 
iting it at the end of five weeks, 
since the Easter show must start by 
April 3, at the latest. It can preem 
up to two weeks prior to that date, 
however. 

“Yearling” teed off rather well at 
the Hall, but failed to hold antici- 
pated pace, with the poor weather 
prevailing during its run at least one 
of the factors responsible. It goes 
out today after five weeks. Actually 
it didn’t quite make the h.o. figure 
entitling it to this week, but came 
so close Eyssell made a good will 
gesture, as he sometimes does in 
such cases. 

J. Arthur Rank’s British-made 
“Great Expectations” is booked into 
the Hall for late spring. It may 
follow “Apley” directly or another 
pic may be slipped in before it, un- 
der present plans. 











Rep Adds 2 

enlarged its advertising 
staff with two new appointments 
last week. Into the pressbook de- 
| partment under Dennis Carlin go 
Mary Stephens, formerly with Co- 
lumbia and United Artists, and ex- 


Republic 





newspaperman Marv Needelman. 








CHANGE BRITISH 


General Film Distributors and Uni- 
versal will be superseded by a new 
contract extending more favorable 


its pix by GFD in Britain, under 
negotiations currently in fhe works 
between the two companies. Deal 
will lower the percentage paid by 
Universal to GFD for handling of its 
films to conform with the partner- 
ship status of U with Rank. Original 
agreement was made in 1936 for a 
20-year period but change in the 
relationship of the two companies, 
following absorption of United 
World Pictures, started dickerings 
for reduced charges by the British 
outnt. 

At the same time, written contract 
to up the minimum number of Rank 
pix handled in the U.S. by Universal 
from 8 to 12 is still to be inked. Pact 
will likely be signed along with the 
GFD contract in the near future. 

Understood that Robert Benjamin, 

prez of the U.S. Rank outfit, will 
make a flying trip to London within 
the next few weeks to finally tie the 
loose end of both deals and another 
involving joint 16m_ distribution 
plans of U and Rank. Arthur Krim, 
Eagle-Lion prexy, will accompany 
Benjamin on the trip to brief him- 
self on forthcoming Rank product 
which his newly formed company 
will peddle. 
Matty Fox, U’s exec veepee, may 
also make the trek to rep for U at 
the final windup of the protracted 
negotiations. Benjamin and Krim, 
aside from their film chores, are 
partners of the same lawfirm—Phil- 
lips, Nizer, Benjamin & Krim. 


RALPH CLARK NAMED 
PRC SALES MANAGER 


Ralph H. Clark has been named 
general sales manager of PRC, suc- 
ceeding Lloyd Lind, who moves into 
the top spot in Pictorial Films, Pathe 
Industries’ subsid handling 16m dis- 
tribution. Shift of Lind to Pictorial 
prexy is part of a Pathe drive to ex- 
pand narrow-gauge activities with 
the company adding Eagle - Lion 
product to PRC 16m prints currently 
being distributed. Clark has been 
a sales rep for International Pictures 
engaged in liquidating foreign ac- 
counts following International’s 
merger with Universal. 

Pathe will follow the upbeat on 
16m films set by the majors, by over- 
seas expansion, particularly in Latin 
America and the Far East, Drop- 
ping its former practice of releasing 
narrow - gauge prints domestically 
through agency outlets, new program 
provides for integration of 16m films 
into the PRC exchange system for 
handling along with 35m prints. 

Lind steps into his new job within 
a week. Prior to joining PRC in ’45, 
he was ass’t sales manager for Mono- 
gram. Clark was in charge of the 
Far East, Australian and New Zea- 
land territories for Warner Bros. for 
many years before enlisting with In- 
ternational in 1945. 

Pictorial will handle only the 
American produced pix of E-L. Both 
E-L and PRC are subsids of Pathe, 
parent organization of Pictorial. 


Pal Exits Puppetoons 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


George Pal, producer of Puppe- 
toons, will confine his activities to 
the feature and industrial fields on 
termination of his current releasing 
deal with Paramount. 

High cost of production was given 
as the reason for his departure from 
the Puppetoon shorts field. 











Pickford’s Cuban Siesta 


Mary Pickford, in New York for 
confabs ending David O. Selznick’s 
tieup with United Artists, planed out 
Saturday (22) for Florida. She met 
her husband, Buddy Rogers, there 
and the couple then proceeded to 
Cuba to visit relatives. 

They expect to be back on the 





Coast in about a week. 
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Pact between J. Arthur Rank’s 


terms for U for the distribution of | 


Justice Dept. Lists 


Multi-Reasons 


In Appealing tor 1007, Divorcement 





Ross Shelves ‘Robe’ 
For Another Year 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Frank Ross has pushed back the 
} start of “The Robe” for another 
year because of casting difficulties. 

Same problem has caused post- 
ponements of three other high- 
budget pictures, George Stevens’ 
“One Big Happy Family,” Tay Gar- 
nett’s “White Jade” and Andrew 
Stone’s “Petticoat Lane.” 


Top 20th Execs 
To Act on Bids 
For Product Now 


Following the pattern established 

by those majors already selling via 
auction bidding, 20th-Fox sales top- 
pers decided at the company’s na- 
tional sales meet in New York last 
week that all requests for bids would 
be handled by the homeoffice, at 
least until competitive selling takes 
full effect July 1. After that, Gde- 
cision on the bids will eventually be 
decentralized to the branch man- 
agers, since it would be impossible 
for the homeoffice to render de- 
cisions on each film for the 6,000- 
7,000 accounts to which 20th sells. 
In accordance with the orders of 
prexy Spyros Skouras and veepee 
over sales Tom J. Connors to con- 
form strictly with the decree, com- 
pany sales chiefs were told to for- 
ward all requests for bids to the 
homeoffice as soon as they’re re- 
ceived. This doesn’t mean, accord- 
ing to 20th sales chiefs, that the com- 
pany will inaugurate bidding on all 
its product immediately but rather 
that it’s conforming with Sect. 9 of 
the decree, which forbids the majors 
to refuse arbitrarily an exhibitor’s 
(Continued on page 48) 


ENT TO VACATION ON 
WHOLESALE BASIS 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Enterprise will shutter its studio 
for two weeks between March 15 
and April 1, to give its employes a 
vacation before starting work on two 
pictures slated for April starts, 
Films are “Wild Calendar” and 
“They Passed This Way.” 
Shuttering will follow completion 
of “Body and Soul,” fourth of the 
six films promised for release this 
year. Others are “Ramrod,” “Arch 
of Triumph” and “The Other Love.” 


Acad Mails Out 1,600 
Final Oscar Ballots 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

More than 1,600 final ballots for 
the Oscar Derby were mailed out 
by the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences, with instructions 
for their return not later than 
March 8. The winners will be pre- 
sented with their Awards at the 
Shrine Auditorium March 13. 
Academy members will vote on 
the disposition of 35 Oscars and a 
number of special awards, 


Wolfe Quits RKO 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Manny Wolfe, story department 
exec at RKO, resigned, effective 
March 15, and will vacation in New 
York before announcing a new con- 
nection. His pact had 11 months to 
go. 

Before joining RKO during the 
regime of the late Charles W. 
Koerner in 1944, Wolfe had béen 

















story editor at Paramount for eight 
years. 


Washington, Feb. 25. 

Calling for complete divorcement, 
the Anti-Trust Division of the Jus- 
tice Department Friday (21) filed 
its appeal from the New York court 
decision in the Big Five motion pic- 
ture anti-trust case and asked the 
U. S. Supreme Court to upset the 
trial tribunal. 

Justice Department claimed the 
New York bench went haywire in 
refusing divorcement, in failure to 
see that a strong monopoly actually 
existed, and in instituting competi- 
tive bidding which would generally 
hurt all independents in the indus- 
try. 

The Government accepted the 
finding of fact but claimed that the 
conclusions and relief were erro- 
neous and that there were 25 major 
points of error which the Supreme 
Court should reverse on appeal. In 
accordance with custom, the papers 
were filed with the trial court which 
automatically signs an order approv- 
ing the appeal request and then 
ships the papers back to Washington. 

In addition, there was an accom- 
panying brief by the U. S. Solicitor 
General which contended that the 
trial court went sour on four major 
fronts: first, failure to enter a judg- 
ment which dealt adequately with 
the violations; second, concluding 
thet the majors neither individually 
nor collectively had a monopoly on 
either distribution or exhibition; 
third, concluding that the defendants 
might.make valid clearance agree- 
ments’ to protect any exhibitor from 
competition; and fourth, failure to 
order divorcement or, at least, 
prevent cross-licensing on the part 
of the majors. 

“In the light of recent ‘decisions,” 


(Continued on page 29) 


20th-Fox Key Exploiteers 
To Survey the Field In 
Closeup; Schlaifer’s Idea 


Hypoing his efforts to indoctrinate 
the 20th-Fox publicity department 
with problems to be met in the field, 
20th ad-pub chief Charley Schlaifer 
is planning to send out key men of 
his various divisions on field trips 
within the next few months to 
huddle with exhibs, 20th field reps, 
etc. Plan is a followup to the series 
of trips taken by Schlaifer during 
the last several months, during 
which he’s covered most of the 
eastern states. 

Homeoffice chiefs, Schlaifer said, 
would cover more than just the key 
cities, hitting exhibs in the smaller 
towns as well. System, he declared, 
will give his department an insight 
on such problems as changes in 
population, reactions to showman- 
ship campaigns, etc. Schlaifer him- 
self plans to leave on another of his 
junkets, this time to the south, about 
March 1, when he’ll line up ballyhoo 
campaigns on forthcoming 20th 
product. He'll probably be accom- 
panied on the two-week trip by 
either Rodney Bush or Sid Blumen- 
stock of the homeoffice publicity de- 
partment. 








Johnston to Name Price’s 


Successor Within Month 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 





Byron Price’s successor with the 
Assn. of Motion Picture Producers 
is not expected to be picked for a 
month at least, with Eric Johnston 
now going over the list of likely 
candidates. 

Johnston is due here March 9 for 
a 10-day stay, during which time he 
will deliver an address at the 
Academy awards presentation March 
13. Meanwhile, Price is being urged 
to keep his board chairman post until 
April 1. United Nations secretary- 
general Trygvie Lie, however, is 
pressuring him to take over the UN 
chore March 1. At present, Price 
plans to stay here until March 15. 

Clarke (Duke) Wales, assistant 
to Arch Reeve, public information 
committee secretary, has moved into 
the AMPP spot previously held by 
Col, Frank McCarthy as assistant to 
Price until such time as the latter 





leaves for the UN. 
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“Producer Walter Wanger 


and without preachment or other undue under- 
scoring’a narrative portrait of an alcoholic. It is a 
fine picture, and appears guaranteed to do tre- 
mendous business. It rates top time in all situa- 
tions and figures to set records both as to grosses 
and satisfied customers. 





“There is far reaching power in the theme and 
Impact as well as taste and discrimination in the 
handling given it.”’ 

—WILLIAM R. WEAVER, MOTION PICTURE HERALD 





** ...@ highly interest- 
biz in all situations .. . exhibs will capitalize from 


good word-of-mouth, especially from the distaffs.”” 
—VARIETY 


WALTER WANGER presents 





E.. ie? 


presents with understanding, intelligence. . 


ing and capable job that should do good — 


SUSAN HAYWARD - LEE BOWMAN. . 
MARSHA HUNT - EDDIE ALBERT 


' 








8 a “...@ Strong dose ot 

fascinating drama ... . should entertain in 

all types of audiences . . . good marquee names 

and potent exploitation possibilities should bring 
better than average business.” 

—SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW 





“Walter Wanger has one 
of the best pictures he has made in recent years 
with a subject as hot as ‘The Lost Weekend.’ This 
must be labeled, unofficially, as a ‘Female Lost 
Weekend,’ and the comment will probably be 
similar, as well as the success of the film.” 

: ~—THE EXHIBITOR 


“Smash-Up is gripping drama!” 
—HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 

















—— 























spatial “This Wanger production stands to go 
places all along the line; realistically socks its message 
across and should rake in big ‘takes’.”’ —FILM DAILY 


.««@ Strong, dramatic attraction... 


jl ) known in the trade as a woman’s picture. The Type 
is persistently good for substantial grosses, and so is this one.” 
- -—-MOTION PICTURE DAILY 





“lt appears inescapable that this Walter Wanger 
production is destined for top grosses!” —BOXOFFICE 


“Smash-Up is gripping drama- 
tization of the story of a female alcoholic. 


i It will hold an audience, especially feminine contingent— 
and it looks like a certainty for smash boxoffice.” —DAILY VARIETY 


Seermame ny See 





at etl cena ements et ame ss 


wn CARL ESMOND « CARLETON YOUNG - CHARLES D. BROWN 


Screenplay by JOHN HOWARD LAWSON - Additional Dialogue by Lionel Wiggam’+ Original Story by Dorothy Parker and 
Frank Cavett-Directed by STUART HEISLER » Associate Producer Martin Gabel - Produced by WALTER WANGER 


A UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL PICTURE 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





. Wednesday, February 26, 1947 





Ramrod 


United Artists release of Enterprise 
@Harry Sherman) production. Stars Joel 
McCrea, Veronica Lake, Donald Crisp, Don 
DeFore; features Preston Foster, Arleen 
Whelan, Charlie Ruggles. Directed by 
Andre de Toth: Story, Luke Short; screen- 
play, Jack Moffitt, Graham Baker, Cecile 
Kramer; asst. producer, Gene Strong; score 
composed and conducted by Adolph Deutsch; 
camera, Russell Harlan, Harry Pedmond, 
Jr.; editor, Sherman A. Rose; asst. diree- 
tor, Harold Godsoe; music director, Rudolph 
Polk. Tradeshown Feb. 20, '47. nning 





time, 94 MENS, 

Connie DPiCKASOR. ..0ccsccaess Veronica Lake 
MOOG PEM, oa 6 oa de skengets eens Joel McCrea 
Wve OE. db ee sebeeet aes Ian MeDonald 


ee VETTE ET TT Tree Charles Ruggles 


| 
Frank Ivey.......ccccccees.. Preston Foster | 
Rose jb dvadwoneellt cesese Arleen Whelan | 
Red Cates Lioyd Bridges | 
Sherif— Jim CreW..i:eccscs Donald Crisp | 
PMO wid o's oes cucessssenesesse Rose Higgins | 
D1 Parks Chick York | 
Mrs Parks ... Sarah Padden |} 
BaGL. SOOM ERS 4-s 6h 6nb00 beh eelen Don DeFore | 
CTs. ks 5 Ua s a's 6 ae oes Nestor Paiva | 
Tom Peebles........+e-+..-Cliff Parkinson 
PRUNE. oie spceekcaerd Trevor Bardette | 
POG i i c'.k c dce@eadueewe John Powers | 
Bimk "TROMAR: é .26scac ave Ward Wood 
GGG MOOG. osc ctaeveenc 6s es Hal Taliaferro | 
Vive LeO.. cscs csscvdsageses Wally Cassell | 
RE Be ae eee ee -+e+sRay Teal | 
oT Pe TEP rre ere st peer jeff Corey 





“Ramrod” is a good western with 
above-par cast names, a better-than- 


average romance appeal for the 
femmes, and hence a better-than- 


average grosser as outdoorers go. 
It'll do plenty of key city business. 
Film marks the*first from Enterprise 
via United Artists. release although, 
fundamentally, it’s Harry Sherman’s 
production, which, leaves Ent yet to 
make its real mark when “Arch of 
Triumph” is tradeshown. 

The title stands for ranch foreman 
and Joel] McCrea is the ramrod of 
Veronica Lake’s ranch, The challenge 
starts when the cattlemen would stop 
sheepherding in this cowtown of the 
1870s. Preston Foster runs the cow- 
country, with acquiescence of Charlie 
Ruggles whom his daughter (Miss 
Lake) defies when she throws the 
gauntlet to Foster. Arleen Whelan is 
the honest homespun seamstress to 
whom McCrea finally turns, and in 
between there is the volatile Don De- 
Fore as the hero’s aide; Donald Crisp 
as the honest sheriff who is another 
victim of Foster’s men; Nestor Paiva 
as the hero’s hand who is. fatally 
beaten; and other assorted charac- 
ters on sides of law and the lawless. 


‘The femme angles give more than 
ordinary substance to this western 
which otherwise has its usual assort- 
ment of gunplay, hard-riding, skull- 
duggery and the inevitable chase for 
the finale. Miss Lake is the predatory 
female who proves a wrongie al- 
though fundamentally she dares to 
challenge the marauding cattlemen. 
Miss Lake engages in such escapades 
as purposely stampeding her own 
cattle in order to throw the onus on 
Foster; while her ramrod (McCrea) 
is committed to the idea of fighting 
the varmints strictly according to the 
law. In this he has sheriff Donald 
Crisp’s backing until the latter, too, 
is murdered. 

Besides the good all-around cast, 
the film has other plus factors in a 
fetching outdoors lensing; a fine 
musical setting by Adolph Deutsch 
which does a lot to enhance the ac- 





tion; and lush production values in 
every respect. Abel. 





The Fabuleus Dorseys 


(MUSICAL) 


United Artists release of Charles R. Rog- 
ers (John W. Rogers) production, Stars 
Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, Janet Blair; 
features Paul Whiteman, Wm. Lundigan. 
Directed by Alfred E. Green. Original 
screenplay, Richard English, Art Arthur, 
Curtis Kenyon; asst. director, Herbert T. 
Mendelson; music director, Louis Forbes; 
camera, James Van Trees; George 
Arthur; music editor, Walter Hannemann; 
dances, Chas. Baron; photographic effects, 
safred Schmid; original songs, Don George- 
All*e Wrubel, Leo Shuken. Tradeshown 
N. Y., Feb. 24, 47. Running time, 88 MINS, 


editor, 


po re re rr Tommy Dorsey 
Himself....... er cccccostoseses Jimmy Dorsey 
Jane Howard......ceessses- y...Janet Blair 
Himself........ coececesss+- Paul Whiteman 


Beb Pees - - 
Mrs. SOOT i cccccdscccers +..-Sara 
4g 4 ...-.-Arthur Shields 


Mr. Dorsey. ..ersecees 

+ ill ga Sd pea baneul James Flavin 
Eddie..... te eeeceseecsees William Bakewell 
WOGSY -<cccccee POUT TTT crit. Dave Willock 
Young Tommy......ccescsreees Bobby Warde 


eseeee+- Buz Buckley 
..-Ann Carter 


Young Jimmy.....«+..- 
Young Jane.. 


Wajter. . score acceseecsccengece Tom Dugan 
JOG... ee soccccccccscccccees. ++ Omck Searl 
Phil OPTTTITTTTTitiiie James Taggart 
Artie. .....+- 9906s pb¥oee 8466 Hal K. Dawson 
Herself....... eeccceceess Sherry Sherwood 
Hotel Clerit. (co ccccsccccscess Edward Clark 
De Witt... cccccctsasccseved Andrew Tombes 
Radio Station Attendant.......- Jack Roper 
Specialties 


Charlie Barnet Stuart Foster 
Henry Busse Ray Bauduc 
Mike Pingatore Tommy Dorgey’s 
Ziggy Elman Orchestra 


Bob Eberly Jimmy Dorsey's 
Helen O'Connell Orchestra ° 
Art Tatum 





“The Fabulous Dorseys” emerges 
a pretty fair musical and may start 
a cycle of dance bandleaders’ bio- 
graphicals. Primed for the jive trade 
it tells the story of the scrapping 
freres who, longtime friendly ene- 
mies, were reunited with the passing 
of their father. Fortified by a_band- 
show cavalcade of the top Jimmy 
and Tommy Dorsey arrangements it 
adds up to acceptable b.o. divertise- 
ment. 

Story is simple, and, apparently, 
@ pretty good approximation of real- 
life biography. Diskophiles and dis- 
ciples of dansapation know that 
Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey came 


Miniature Reviews 


“Ramrod” (Enterprise - UA). 
Above-average western with 
strong cast names for OK b.o. 
generally. 

“Fabulous Dorseys” (Rogers- 
YA). OK filmusical for fair b.o. 
*“Private Affairs of Bel Ami” 
(UA). George«Sanders, Angela 
Lansbury in denatured version 
of de Maupassant novel; OK b.o. 


“Beat the Band” (Songs). 
(RKO). Lightweight musical. 

“Danger Street” (Par).- Mild 
melodrama with Jane Withers 
name to aid selling. 

“The Devil Thumbs a Ride’ 
(RKO). Exciting melodrama 
with plenty of appeal for the 
action market. 

“J Cover Big Town” (Par). 
Good melodrama for supporting 
positions. Based on radio series, 
“Big Town.” 

“Jungle Flight” (Par). Stand- 
ard adventure material for dual 
bills. Good aerial photography 
a feattre. 





“Trail Street” (RKO). Lusty 
pioneer western fare with hefty | 
b.o. potential. 


“Les Enfants du Paradis” | 
(French), Expensive, ambitious 
film with high artistic aims but 
uneven attainment. | 

“Her First Affair” (Distin- | 
guish). Danielle Darrieux’s first 
postwar French-made film; good 
for art houses but slim else- 
where, 


“Angel and Sinner” (French). 
French pic on patriotic theme 
will have moderate b.o. success 
in art houses. 

“Code of the West” (RKO), 
Taut western with moderate b.o. 
appeal. 


“Hue and Cry” (General Film) 
British-made). So-so whodunit 
with kid angle. 

“Praterbuben” (Sovexport). 
Action-less Austrian-made film 
built around famed Vienna Sing- 
ing Boys. 


| 











from the Pennsylvania coalmining 
territory, and Dorsey senior (Arthur 
Shields) is shown painstakingly per- 
sisting they raise themselves out of 
the soot and the grime of the Shen- 
andoah poverty by adhering to their 
trombone afd saxophone practice, 
even if he has to take their shoes off 
to keep them anchored indoors. 
Janet Blair is the little hometown 
girl who grows up into loveliness to 
sing with the forever-scrapping Dor- 
sey Bros.’ band; keeps William Lun- 
digan, pianist-composer with the 
band, on the hook because of her 
loyalty to the boys; and engineers the 
finale when Paul Whiteman reunites 
the brothers for a musical charity 
concert and features “The Dorsey 
Concerto” by an unknown “D. H. 
Smith,” who turns out to be the ju- 
venile lead, Lundigan. .In between 
are shown the travails of a barn- 
storming band, the contempt of bands 
for early radio days, the call from 
the King of Jazz himself for both 
Dorseys to join the Whiteman en- 
semble, a jam session around Art 
Tatum’s tricky pianology. Mom Dor- 
sey (well played by Sara Allgood) 
utilizes the device of long-hand bio- 
graphical notes, as if writing an in- 
formal diary, to tie the sundry scenes 
together from the days when the 
boys, in breeches, sit in with their 
father’s band for the dance at Gor- 
man’s Hall, and TD starts to impro- 
vise on his slide trombone as he con- 
verts the turkey-trot and “When You 
and I Were Young Maggie” into a 
modern rhythmic arrangement. 


Subsequently the boys. unreel 
“Marie” (TD) and “Green Eyes” 
(JD), with Bob Eberly and Helen 
O’Connell featured in the latter, 
while Miss Blair works with TD. 
Specialties in the jam session and 
elsewhere bring in Charlie Barnet, 
Henry Busse, Mike Pingatore (with 
Whiteman), Ziggy Elman, Ray Bau- 
duc and Stuart Foster. The action 
Segues from Sands Point to the Is- 
land Casino, as it’s called here 
(meaning Glen Island, N. Y., when 
the brothers really broke up in a 
hassle). The musical excerpts run 
the gamut from “Running Wild” to 
“The Object of My Affection,” by 


| Miss Blair, who also handles the only 


original ballad in the score, “To Me,” 
a — Don George-Allie Wru- 
bel tune. e “Dorsey Concerto” is 
by Leo Shuken. 


For what line-reading they must 
do, both Dorseys deport themselves 
well; ditto Whiteman, who plays 
himself in two brief sequences. Lun- 
digan is okay as the romance interest 
opposite Miss Blair, who looks well 
and sings ditto (she’s originally a 
band thrush, hence realistically re- 
creates herself here). Bobby Warde 
and Buz Buckley play young Tommy 
and Jimmy Dorsey, and the rest are 
bits. Film has pace and tempo, un- 
der Alfred E. Green’s direction, keep- 
ing itself to a brisk 88 males. | 

e 





|a period piece will 





Private Affairs ef Bel 
Ami 
(ONE SONG) 


United Artists release of David L, Loew 
(Loew-Lewin) production, directed by Al- 
bert Lewin. Stars George Sanders, Angela 
Lansbury, Ann Dyorak; features: Frances 


e, John Carradine, Susan Douglas. 
Screenplay, Lewin, from novel by Guy de 
Maupassant; camera, Russell Metty; edi- 
tor, Albrecht Joseph; music, Darius Mil- 
haud; song, ‘““My Bel Ami,’ Jack Law- 
rence-Irving Drutman. Tradeshown N. Y. 
Feb. 24, '47. -Running time, 110 MINS, 


Georges Duroy........ 
Clotilde de Marelle... 


.. George Sanders 
..... Angela Lansbury 








Confronted with the old problem 
of cleaning up a classic novel to con- 
form to strict censorhsip codes, the 
David L. Loew-Albert Lewin pro- 
duction outfit has come up with a 
scrubbed-face version of the com- 
plete scoundrel depicted in Guy de 
Maupassant’s “Private Affairs of Bel 
Ami.” Cleanup process, which de- 
natured most of the story’s original 
flavor, results in a fair picture which 
should go strongly with the femme 
trade but may be a little too talky 
for general audiences. Fact that it’s 
also militate 
against the film outside the keys. It’s 
slotted for the first runs, though, 
where it should do satisfactory biz. 

Lewin’s screenplay. adaptation of 
the de Maupassant novel has the title 
character pay for his sins by being 
killed in a duel which he brought on 
himself, in strict compliance with 
the Production Code’s “crime doesn’t 
pay” edict. Prosties, which had a 
feature part in the story, emerge as 
dancers of questionable character in 
the film, and other themes resem- 
bling the off-color are treated in the 
same fashion, none of which is Lew- 
in’s fault. Audiences will have to 
interpret the picture, consequently, 
via their own tastes and thinking. 

Entire tempo of the story is slow- 
paced, Which is carried out even in 
the dim lighting effects. Lewin’s 
script builds up little sympathy for 
George Sanders, the “Bel Ami” of 
the piece, who climbs to the top of 
Paris social and political circles in 
the 1880’s over. the broken hearts of 
five women whom he uses to advance 
himself and then discards. Story 
picks him up as a down-and-out ex- 
soldier whose former comrade gets 
him a job on a Paris newspaper. 
Sanders marries the comrade’s wife 
to further his career after the friend 
dies and then ditches her after get- 
ting half her inheritance. After near- 
ing his goal by acquiring the title of 
a supposedly extinct noble family 
and proposing to the young daughter 
of his wealthy editor, he’s brought 
up short when the last of the titled 
family appears on the scene and 
challenges him to a duel. Sanders 
naturally gets killed in the duel and 
the film fades out to mournful music. 

Cast is exceptionally strong and, 
under Lewin’s skilled direction, is 
mostly responsible for the film’s 
merits. Sanders has one of the meat- 
iest parts of his career and plays it 
with the correct hammy touch, leer- 
ing nastily at the women, striking 
them when it suits his fancy and 
emoting with de Maupassant epi- 
grams for sock effect. Angela Lans- 
bury is beauteous and competent as 
the young widow with whom he’s 
ponent in love all the time. Ann 

vorak, Frances Dee, Susan Douglas, 
Katherine Emery and Marie Wilson 
all show well as the other women 
in his path. John Carradine, as the 
comrade, and Hugo Haas and Albert 
Basserman handle the male roles in 
okay fashion. Ex-star Warren Wil- 
— shows his old form in a feature 
role. 

Production credits, under the able 
supervision of Loew, are for the most 
part standout. “My Bel Ami,” fea- 
ture song penned by Jack Lawrence 
and Irving Drutman, is a fair waltz 
which affords one of the picture's 
few light moments as background for 
an 1880 version of the dance terped 
in a Paris’ bistro by Sanders and 
Miss Lansbury. Painting of “The 
Temptation of Saint Anthony,” by 
Max Ernst, which forms one of the 
focal points of the story a la “Dorian 
Gray,” is flashed on the screen the 
first time it’s shown in brilliant 
Technicolor for good effect. 

Darius Milhaud’s score is excellent 
and Russell Metty’s camera work, 
spotlighting shadows and gas-lit in- 
teriors, is good. For an added inno- 
vation, set designer Edward G. Boyle 
carried out a vertical stripe theme 
in almost every scene, with the 
stripes appearing on floors, walls, 
ceilings and even the inside of han- 
som cabs. Reason behind this is un- 
clear but the result is “a. 

tal. 


Kincaid Buys Holdings 
Decatur, Tex. 
L. R. Kincaid, formerly with Texas 
Power and Light Co., has bought the 
‘minority holdings of A. V. Wade in 
the Majestic and Ritz theatres here. 
H. S. Usry is principal owner. 











Madeleine Forestier..........-Ann Dvorak 
Marie de Varenne.....cc.---: Frances Dee 
Charlee Forestier...........dohn Carradine 
| Suzanne Walter.............Susan Douglas 
} Monsieur Walter..,...... ..Hugo Haas 
|} Rachel Michot Seeen oe Marie Wilson 
| Jacques Rival : Albert Basserman 
| Laroche-Mathieu .. Warren Williams 
Madame Walter .. Katherine Emery | 
Philippe de Cantel Richard Fraser 
} Norbert de Varenneé...... .David Bond 
|} Paul de Cazolles .seet. &...John Good 
| Potin ..»Leonard Mudie 
Count de Vaudre Wyndham Standing 
Laurine de Marell Karolyn Grimes 
Hortense ° oes Judy Cook 
| Mayor of Canteleu.... »».-Lumsden Hare 
Commissione1 sccvcccenenveamme: Val 
Lawyel ..Charles Trowbridge 
Keeper of the Seals...........Olaf Hytten 





Odd Man Out 


An American appraisal of this 
highly-touted new. British pro- 
duction, starring James Mason, 
pretty well agrees with VARIETY’s 
London reviewer (Feb, 12, '47), 
Cane, who opined that the pic, 
with its two hours of unrelieved 
gloom, would get critical raves 
and do well in big cities, but 
would take plenty of selling else- 
where, It’s being distributed here 
by Universal. 

Director Carol Reed has been 
unremitting in making an artis- 
tic production of the film, sel- 
dom allowing a light line or a 
laugh. More damaging than that, 
however, so far as its American 
b.o, chances are concerned, is 
that Reed has taken what could 
be essentially a suspenseful out- 
law chase story in the Hitchcock 
vein and, by adding reels of foot- 
age, turned it into a character 
study. Instead of showing the 
seriously-wounded Mason’s ef- 
forts to evade the law, Reed fo- 
cuses on the reactions and the 
personal use to which each of 
the people the fugitive comes in 
contact with want to put him. 
It’s a highly artistic, interesting 
and novel treatment, but it’s not 
b.o. in America. The 116-minute 


ith f J 
w name of Jane Wi 
“a velte. wre lend 
iss Withers and Robert ) 
team as heads of cooperatively ety 
mag, taken over by employees Ww 
the publisher decides to unload. 
lens compromising photo of a 
girl’s fiance and sell it to 
magazine for capital to get th 
rag underway. Sale of pix 
in murder of purchaser and Je 
come involved in amateur 
to nail the killer. Before plot is 
washed up there’s another killing 
but Miss Withers tricks killer jnto 
a confession and solves everything, 
Lew Landers’ direction carries plot 
along nicely; getting best from not 
too well based ingredients. Max el] 
| Shane, Winston Miller and Kae Sale 
kow scripted from original by latter 
|pair. Charles Quigley is the photoed 
heel who’s trying to marry Elaine 
Riley for her money. while Bill Ed. 
wards is the old friend who gets the 
gal in the end. Others are accept. 
able. 
Photography by Benjamin H Kline 
and other technical credits measure 
up. 
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The Devil Thumbs a Ride 
‘Hollywood, Feb. 21. 
RKO release of 


Herman Schlom pioduce 


1 / } tion. Stars Lawrence Tierney: features Ted 
running time makes it much too North, Nan Leslie, Betty Lawford, Andrew 
With the action held to a mini- Tombes, Harry Shannon. Directed by Felix 
mum, draw will hinge largely + WS penteger Se eam ames oy ie 
on Mason—and he again has one Hunt; music, Paul Sawtell: ares Hon 
of those sombre, albeit sympa- Swink, Tradeshown Feb, 20, ‘47. Running 
thetic (this time) roles. Acting time,.63 MENS, 
throughout is superb, with scene SU@VO... ce eeeeeeeeeessees Lawrence Tierney 
after scene stolen by the fine bit =| JIMMY---ecee ees erer er eeeeeeees Ted North 
players. Femme lead, Kath- castes ee ies caahia. Tea wtoed 
leen Ryan, making her screen Joe Gaeden.........cces.. Aumdrew remban 
debut, is a star being born if there OES i eR ee Harry Shannon 
ever was one. She has qualities Jack Sures G80 60Secscceeees-Glenn Vernon 
similar in many ways to Ingrid rm eaten fee a mn Coat 
Bergman, but with greater depth, Mother +H .. Josephine Whittel] 
and is a sure Hollywood bet if DO ped o041 is hia 646 0066 i 3 Phil Warren 
J. Arthur Rank doesn't have her Sheriff... ..-0seeeeeee eee Robert Malcolm 
tied down. Herb. aes 
“The Devil Thumbs a Ride” de- 








Beat the Band 
(SONGS) 


RKO release of Miche] Kraike production, 
Stars Frances Langford; features Ralph 
Edwards, Phillip Terry, Gene Krupa Orch. 
Directed by John H. Auer. Screenplay, 
Lawrence Kimble; adaptation by Kimble, 
Arthur Ross from play by George /Abbott; 
songs, Leigh Harline, Mort Greene; camera, 


picts the dangers of giving a high- 
way lift to strangers—and does a 
mighty good job of moralizing. It’s 
strong melodrama with exploitation 
values that will play well in the 
action market. 

Herman Schlom has given film 
good production backing to display 
melodramatics and Felix Feist’s di- 


— crm fy ortlas, Samuel E. Beetley. rection of his own script is an exe 

biome pt BEN Y, Feb. 19, ‘47. Running pert job. Lawrence Tierney does an- 

aoe 4 Sehmean theae vq | Other of his uncompromisingly 
eee eee ee eee eee eee ee ‘rances at ore i . 

Eddie. sve eseecs cs su, Ralph Edwards | tough guys as the killer around 

OG: Sikes ctcace docs taneee han Phillip ~Terry | Whom the plot swings. 

WUIOW . cacy ecascesicntvess June Clayworth Story concerns Ted North, young 

Mrs. POND < 606604608 seebenee Mabel Paige salesman. returning to Los Angeles 

OM dns as cacebarbigincd Andrew ‘Tombeg . . . : 

SE, cab wl Jpn beenndscees< Donald MacBride | 2fter attending convention in San 

Mrs. Rogers......+...+++++.Mira McKinney | Diego. Slightly drunk, he picks up 

Mit. Rogers... oss cvrsicesspocs Harry Harvey | Tierney, who has just held up and 

Le ER ee ae Po Rate Grady Sutton 


Gene Krupa Band 





Lightweight filmusical spawned in | 


the B corner of RKO’s lot, “Beat the 
Band” is thin, obvious stuff intended 
for program filler in nabe situations. 
Except for Gene Krupa’s_ intense 
skinbeating and some classy warbling 
by Frances Langford, pic has little 
to recommend. ripting has an: oc- 
casional bright spot but in the main 
is a conglomeration of cliched gags. 
Production mountings bespeak the 
budget limitations. 

Musical score by Leigh Harline 
and Mort Greene is so-so but under 
stylistic treatment of Miss Langford 
has listenable qualities. "Latter not 
much in the straight thesping depart- 
ment, renders three tunes, including 
“Kissin’ Well,” “I’m in ve” and 
“I've Got My Fingers Crossed.” 
Krupa and his orch are featured in 
two hot jive numbers with unusual 
camera angles giving them propor- 
tions of big productions.: 

Story, a fragile peg for the music, 
is concerned with a hick gal who 
comes to the big town for operatic 
lessons. She falls into the hands of 
Phillip Terry, a “bandleader, who 
poses as a musical spaghetti slinger 
in order to get her money. Compli- 
cated bedroom gag of one man mas- 
querading as another man’s wife is 
provocation for most of the laughs. 

Ralph Edwards, “Truth and Conse- 
quences” airshow star, plays comic 
sidekick to Terry, and while his su- 
gag we antics are bound to 
ickle, they're better suited for radio 
than films. He would do better to 
tone down the exaggerated manner- 
isms. Terry is okay as the romantic 
lead. Donald MacBride effectively 
registers for laughs while rest of the 
cast score par for the course. 

Herm. 





Danger Street 
Hollywood, Feb. 20. 


Paramount release of William Pine-Wil- 
liam Thomas production. Stars Jane With- 
ers, Robert Lowery; features Bill Edwards, 
Elaine Riley, Audrey Young, Lyle Talbot, 
Charles Quigley. Directed by Lew Landers, 
Screenplay, Maxwell Shane, Winston Miller, 
Kae Salkow; original, Miller, Salkow; cam- 
era, Benjamin H. Kline: editor, Howard 
Smith. Tradeshown Feb. 17, °47. Running 
time, 66 MINS, , 





killed a theatre manager. Along the 
| way, North also picks up two girls 
who are headed for San Pedro. A 
smart service station attendant puts 
the police on the trail of the killer, 
As police net tightens, Tierney talks 
Nerth into avoiding road blocks be- 
cause of drinking and foursome hole 
up at Newport in a friend’s beach 
house. 

Circumstance brings police man- 
hunt closer to its goal and those with 
Tierney gradually realize what he is. 
One of the girls is killed as she tries 
to seek help and others are in jeops 
ardy before a capture is effected, 
Script is taken from a novel by Robs 
bert C. DuSoe and builds plenty of 
suspense and thrills for meller ad- 
dicts. 

Nan Leslie and Betty Lawford are 
the two femme pickups, both good, 
Miss Leslie shows especially well ag 
the girl who is bumped off. Andrew 
Tombes appears to advantage as & 
drunken night watchman at the 
beach, and Harry Shannon is a very 
believable policeman. Glenn Vere 
non, the smart service station attend 
ant, clicks, and others in cast Jen 
excellent support. 

Lensing by J. Roy Hunt, Paul Saw- 
tell’s music score, the art direction 
and other credits do much to &i 
tight unfoldment of the soe 





I Cover Big Town 
Hoilywood, Feb. 20. 
Paramount release of William Pine- Wile 
liam Thomas (Maxwell Shane) production. 
Stars Philip Reed, Hillary Brooke, Robert 
Lowery; features Robert Shayne, Mon# _ 
rie, Vince Barnett, Louis Jean Hey«t. Die 


recte@d by William C. Thomas. Original 
screenplay, Whitman Chambers; based 0m 
the radio program, ‘“‘Big Town’’: camera, 
Jack Greenhalgh; score, Darrel! Cather; 
edtor, aqemees Smith, Tradeshown Feb. 
17%, °47. unning time, 62 MINS. 

NCS Ws bc cirisstcccccetss: Philip Reed 
Lorelei Kilbourne..... eeeseeHillary Brooke 
OOS MOOR csi s dv cccscses weees Robert Lowery 
Chief Tom Blake.....+++-:+- Robert Shayne 
John Moulton.......... . Louis Jean Hevelt 
UNL, DNs bo 600066066 6000040 Mona Barrie 
Harry Hilton....... scccsces Frank Wilcom 
Norden Royal. .4.-ccccssceses Leonard Pent 
Louis Murkil.........+++: sees Vinee Barnett 


“I Cover Big Town” is second in 
the Pine-Thomas series based on the 
“Big Town” radio program. It's @ 
much stouter entry than initialer and 


Pat Marvin.......... ++eeeees-Jane Withers | will pay off in okay style in the — 
Larry somes sssib esas doeneee Robert Lowery | porting market. There’s plenty © 
Cynthia Van iun.......c....Elaine Riley | ¢tion and fast pace developed by 
Dolores WOMMGOT so occa edaced és Audrey Young William Cc. Thomas’ direction oa 
Charles Johnson......... Sek bane Lyle Talbot | P-T’ production framing gets ¢t 
—— Ce eeeccceeccsee Charles Quigley | most from budget 

S aivrrrrrrr= ee Ae Ne Lucia Carroll . ; , Phili Reed as 
Veronica.........6+...Nina Mae McKinney News sleuthing of : a ’ 
BAUR. 605 ci 4400 é das 00 ecbas Paul  Maowaw Steve Wilson, and Hillary Br oor 





Problems of operating a photo 
Magazine and solving a murder at 
the same time set the pattern for 
light _melodramatics in “Danger 
Street.” It’s secondary product from 
the Pine-Thomas unit at Paramount 


as Lorelei, prevents a man from bes 
ing framed itor murder, uncover$ 
deal to bankrupt a building firm . 
brings a wanted crook to justice, ® 

In the space of 62 minutes. Inter- 


larded with the melodramatic ing’€- 
(Continued on page 11) 
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Wednesday, February 26, 1947 
I Cover Big Town 
(Continued from page 10) 


VARIETY 


Her First Affair 


(‘Premier Rendezvous’) 


11 


crooks who use a serial story in “The 
Trump,” a kids’ weekly, as a means 





FILM REVIEWS 


character actors who depict the vari- 
ous layers of French society, the 


as Clearly defined. Miss Jeffreys sings 
two tunes appropriate to the saloon 
background where she is entertainer. 























dients are considerable chuckles to | Steve Brodie and Billy House are the (Songs) > a qureneeseh, aristocrat, and|of communication. Joe Kirby, an 
lighten proceedings. By-play in city |top heavies, but their henchman (FRENCH-MADE) Marcel Simon Pee eeaaout are | imaginative youngster, spots this, and 
hall pressroom when Lorelei takéS| Harry Woods, provides the aan | _Distinguished Filins release of Henri De- | Marcel Simon, Palau and Jean Bro- | in spite of discouragement from his 
over a police beat to resentment of | menace. y | Soca eae eo ae Suenos by | Chard who, in portraying collab- boss and an alleged detective, he 
diehard male reporters accounts for Expert jensing by J. Roy Hunt and | Jou'an: features oe AI pg phoned oe orationist elements, run the full ga- | perseveres, interests his pals, and 
majority of lightness, blending well | purposeful musie score bv Paul Saw.| Jissier. At 42d street Apollo, N.Y. Run- mut of emotions from craven fear to | brings off a great coup when boys of 
with more thrilling action in Whit-|tell are exira values that help the | ning time, 90 MINS. | cunning back again to hysteria. Less! all ages flock to the bomb-ravaged 
. ° > e | . c . Mic - io > . ¢ a oe Pp > ~~ s ve , ~ . | 7 
an Chambers’ original screenplay. punch, Nat Holt's & the | Micheline. .........0005-. Danielle Darrieux | accurate, psychologically, are the | wastes of dockland for a roundup of 
m : be s production fives | Henriette......... --+».Jacqueline Desmarets | portrayals of th G ¢ fficer imi 
Reed and Miss Brooke do well byjihe screenplay by Norman Houston | APS*lé:--------++ ics Sees’ sas’ Rosine Luguet | which border e German officers ' the criminals. . 
the leads and Robert Lowery is|and Gene Lewis, based on William | The Directress............ Wabrielle Dorxiat | “ch border on caricatures of bru- Director Charles Crichton has been 
again seen as Pete Ryan, Robert | Corcoran’s novel. showmanly treat | Christophine cateheseel ves+-Suzanne Dehelly | tality. conscientious, but queer camera 
Shayne does the police chief who! ment to make “Trail Street” pay oa sanete. 0 OER TR Aes a Seige Rule Story is concerned with a group angles and shadows can add little 
is harassed by Reed. Frank Wilcox,| with large returns Brog Rollan. ee en. Of French citizens thrown together; thrill when the original material 
accused of murder; Louis Jean Heydt, | ees.  . \ BRE BC CCRNE Jos 60060 0e0 08 Georges Mauloy | iM a stagecoach while fleeing from lacks it. Film will need a lot of sell- 
crook, and Vince Barnett, bail bond * i), Mee Soreesaedere Louis Jourdan the German-occupied zone around ing here, and is unlikely to weather 
broker, give ‘good support. Les Enfants du Paradis: aameane Paris. En route they are stopped by | Atlantic transportation. nt. 
Maxwell Shane served as associate (Children of Paradise) (In French; English Titles) t ‘ne aris Ee thadscotiint. chee’ a 
roducer. Lensing, editing and other wise — “Hey Firs ee ee ’ o the party that they cannot con- > » 
Eeanic 41 credits are expert for mar- (FRENCH-MADE) a bey — na re mier Re n- | tinue until Miss Presle walks the Praterbuben 
ket intentions. Brog rricolore Films rel f Pathe (France) wert = film which eee first | plank into his private chambers. Rest | (Boys of the Prater) 
ae nent | ta lenn-Lovls Mereauiet, ar. fi st ar film, which comes wrapped |! of the group cajole her into sub-| (AUSTRIAN-MADE) 
features Pierre Brasseur, Fabien Loris, |! all the Darrieux charm to give , mitting to the officer as a patrioti ie 
Jungle Flighs — Le . Kiienne Decroux. Dir rted by |the art houses a happy tilt at the | quty. Bitterly di Nitsalomedd ™ cae Vienna, Feb. 10 
’ ‘ . imme. © 1] play ‘ ass |) , ice hatever huira > Franc a : . 5 YI 
Hollywood, Feb. 20. 11 music J ho amen ' anstes boxoffice. _ whatever lure the French ful treatment she receives from her =, ; ) se Of Vindsvens Dim Bree 
Paramount release of William Pine-Wil: | Thierte, Georges Mouqu At Ambassador actress might have held with U.S traveling companions for her im- ee ae ud ig - , ‘ i 
liam Thomas production Stur Robert | N._¥ I 1), 47 Running time, 144, Audiences, however, must have been morality in finally submitting, she | sowsk ‘a en Se} G aoe 
= Ann Savage; features Barton Me- MENS. dissipated during the war, so that stabs another German iP onm, > who Julius V. RB a . oan 
Lal a 3s ry 1, I mag i “ " ' ' . _ uis Barrault | chances for “Affair” elsewhere in the ~ ro r I s her with the sain , 1 al a spceay ind, Al > Xt Skala 
Curt uncan tenalda directed b ‘ ma e terre Brasseur T< ‘ _ > ott > apelin inert ; i weg > See See wry t 
Peter Stewart, Screenplay, Whitman Cham ts © Arletty U.S market look a. - the first. She flees into the country- MINS 7 _ 
bet wiginal story, David Lang; camera, | b*censire.... 0... eee eee Marcel Herrand Of interest to US audiences, side and pic fades out with her hap- . : 
Jack Greenhalgh: aerfal photography, Fred | Jerieho........--...00.0e. Pierre Renoir | though, is the introduction of Louis pily tolling the church bells during Ma oe 
Jackman, Jr.: editor, Howard Smith, Trade- | AVVil....... 06... eee eee Fabien Loris | Jourdan, handsome juvenile whom | the funeral of her victim Preah Ritch daghtgg ee go Meee ees 
shown Ie 17, "47. Ranning time, 67 MINS, | Anselme Deburaui..cecces Etienne Decroux David O. Selznick recently inked to soiree — Ve ytd di alata Altre Neuge a 
Kell Pets; S... 6 ¢ + es ae eke Robert Lowery | Nathalie , Mari Cassares ‘ “be : . I eC . English titles are adequate for . TAINAN. cece eeeees Herman Thimig 
Laure Peeve UtS . 500s cehames Ann Savage Madame Hermine......... feanne Marken make pix over here. Resembling a fluent understanding of tory d .] seni amis ib nee Ross Werginz 
Case Hagin, .....ccccecee Barton Mactane | The Blind................4.. Gaston Modot | Youthful edition of Charles Korvin, ont Se ' — one a id sb i pe ee t $ ig pee 
ity SORMe akon Douglas Blackley | Count de Montray.......... Louis Salou | Jourdan seemingly has what it takes | 0P/™°" : settings are good and cam- nd the Vienna Singing Boys 
i Mnbene ....: Douglas Fowley | Director.. Bo, erie acs a .Pierre Palau | to make ¢he grade. Pleasant but in- | erawork is firstrate throughout. Ex- | 4 a 
TCL. JC RR tetas _....Curt Rois | Scarpia Barigni........... Albert Remy | ; “pty ee gh cellent musical score underlines gen- “hi eal ro : 
Police Captain Duncan Renaldo | [Mspector of Police ic) )!phul Frankeur | M0CuoUs story of “Affair” doesn’t give | oa) production merits Herm This third Austrian production has 
Ue ot te eae j}him too much chance to strut his | " Pp paoat ae a paradoxical story. On the eve of 
“Jungle Flight” bases i . | thesping ability but he’s the tall, dark | H the premiere, it was withdrawn, an- * 
Jungle Fligh bases its adventures | (In French; English Tities) type who will set the femmes agog Code of the West nouncement being made that the 
on flying freighters and as a conse- The most ambitious French fil and, with proper grooming in the , Vienna Singing Boys were badly 
quence the aerial photography is a se ie — Cn him, > ath . ee etait all |, KO release of Herman lepicted as “bad | laving In 
og : and certainly the longest. to cross DOS stable, he should make out well. ” Features James Wa D , | Seren s bad boys playing In- 
chief production feature. It’s stand- | the Atlantic since the Nazis were “Affair” was written, produced and William Berke. S&S aians Cuts were made. Film was 
ard material for filling out the twin | pushed back of the Seine turns out | directed by Henri Decoin, former | "ousten, based on Zane Gi n then exported to Switzerland. Again 
bills ang om show okay returns for | +, be a strange mixture of the heen | Spouse of Gitis.Derriqux, whe made | en ee  rewon ak there were cuts. Rumors spread 
, > rar a) . Ss ‘ € - 5 ’ . . ; camera . ‘ VE He ennai ! awed ¢ b ies £ ar) i , ‘eo 
mode st budget. tiful, the esoteric and the downright | °f the film a bright-enough little tale | rep. 21, 47. Running time, 57 MINS about a political angle invglved. 
Plot concerns freight line operated | 4141)’ Some startling flashes of &™ | of a lonely orphan who seeks mental !| pon wae fa Warren Finally the Vienna premiere came 
by Robert Lowery and Douglas vt > hy inte .. _ et Rn lescape from her orphanage environ- ectie ay ee ee ses + cae and critics were practically unan- 
Blackley, flying equipment and ore} jo} are wedded to the aad - Holly. ment by answering a “lonely hearts” | Chito Wecessosesees lohn Lan imous that the picture was not 
fore mine owned by Barton Mat-} \oodian conce , toe te tee Y~ | ad in the newspapers. Situation could | S#unders keayeees ” Krodie | worth the trouble and money ex- 
Lane in a Latin-Americ: : 4, | WoOdian concept of the femme fatale |; - | , : ; eres Jctia'ed Rita Lynn | pended 
sane in a Latin-American country. | ,, ade : : . have been made into one of the ley) pasecaee 
Boys get over-anxious in effort t who, willy-nilly in this instance, | ““*. Hy li : Harry teen e eee eens Rob shea : : . " 
pe ee pre : rt ‘0 | jeads men to their ruin in an uneven | sprigh ly little comedies that made | Miny SL ecackny pednee Carol Format Main objection is that film shows 
make sizeable stake and return to the performance of writing and direc- | French pix famous but Decoin, by Hatfield. ....s055. rrr re Harry Woods | only the famous Austrian Singing 
States. As result Blackley is killed ition. A Rim. in short which will do striving for novelty, gets snarled in | ‘ are reese eee eeeeereee ‘= a Burs Buys. There's very little action. One 
when his overloaded plane crashes. | \ oj); jn sureseater metropolitan | 2" over-complicated plot that fails to | Wi Mat Waree, | Doy falsifies the signature of his 
Yarn then segues into romantic phase | situations where there are enough | risé above the ordinary. od Guinn. ..cacccciecseucs nan tyen | father in order that a play of his 
when Lowery takes Ann Savage, fly- foreign pix fanciers for heavy traffic. | By means of a ruse, Miss Darrieux Becees friend can be _ produced. Father 
ing from a crooked husband, to the | 1, Chillicothe. its chances are in re.| S¢tS to meet her secret pash but | - ' suarantees the eventual deficit. That 
mine as cook. Douglas Fowley, the | wares ne , me | finds an ak. college professor. Lat-| Despite a familiar story formula, | is all, Reminiscences of: old Vien- 
husband,finally locates his missing; |) “9 66 |ter, however, reveals he’s only sub- | “Code of the West” turns out to be | nese Prater with its amusement 
frau, appears on the scene with the Les Enfants du Paradis” (“The| ping for the real 


cops right after him. He’s captured Children of Paradise”) borrows its 
but plane crashes on return trip to | title from the denizens (reminiscent 
civilization. Finale has Lowery fly- L : 
ing to rescue victims, mixing in a | i" French revolution scenes) who 
violent slugfest with Fowley and get- | frequented the top gallery of a dreary 
ting the girl in the end. | little theatre in the Paris of the 


of those old silents depicting mobs | 


| 

“lonely heart 
whom he describes as a young and | 
handsome lad. Since it’s too late to | 
return to the orphanage, the profes- | 
sor takes Miss Darrieux home with | 
him, where she moves in on a purely | 
platonic basis. Since it’s an all-boys’ 


” 
, 


| mild 


a nicely paced galloper which should 


be acceptable fare for action situa- | 


tions 
romance packed in the 
57 minutes. 


Based on the Zane Grey tale, plot 


There’s hard ridin’, fightin’ and | 
film’s 





places are also not sufficient to war- 


rant production. Emil. 





New Foreign Films 


| 
|| (Unlikely for Anglo-U S. Market) 
Peter Stewart keeps the Whitman 1840s. Its poetical concept is to pre- | school, it presents the usual trouble hangs on the efforts of James War- ESE PEA, ee ee: 
Chambers script on the move with oo the Anish charade, in which | of keeping her hidden. Younger man} ren and John Laurenz to homestead “E’Avet ete 
his direction although pace would | one thea re’s_ actors and actresses | finally arrives, he and Miss Darrieux | it on the Arizona strip circa 1880. | (eRENCH) = ae I Wneie SFM. il, 
be helped by trimming another five | take part, with the Shakespearian | fa]] in love. but it’s revealed that | Most strip claims have been optioned | jons Internationales Cumniean ; admins 
minutes from footage. Lowery and |} V!¢W that life's ” stage and those | the professor had actually inserted | by gambler and tavern-keeper Ray- | film. Stars Pierre Brasseur, Armand Ber- 
Miss Savage carry off the leads okay. | Upon it poor players. the ad and he too loves the gal. In a| mond Burr who's had inside info}. Georges Rollin; features Alerme, 
Curt Bois is in for some dialect com- | Much of Its mood depends upon i mess of zany comedics. the boys at ithat a railroad is to extend ultimately _. ae i. : —— + rreux, Armone 
. > , ar y . 2 sre . . } e ree > ’ e FACE es creene 
edy as a native who wants to fly. | the wizardry of dialog—and here the | the school pool their dough to raise | across the area. However, newly-|] icy. Alnert Parez. basal on hie novel "Hie 
Pine-Thomas production gets added film finds itself unhappily perched enough to adopt Miss Darrieux, she | arrived banker Harry Harvey re-| ru dialog, Pierre Laroche; camera, 
value from air shots lensed by Fred |0n the familiar horns of dilemma | goes off with the younger guy and | finances the settlers’ loans. There- | Henry Tiquet; music, Joseph Kosma. Re- 
Jackman. Jr. Other camera work is | Which beset subtitled pix. Choice | the professor gives them his bless-| upon Burr and his henchmen cook | “ige! i» Paris. Running time,.97 MENS, 
capably handled by Jack Greenhalgh. | had to be made between literal and | jngs. |} up plenty of skullduggery be’ore RS 
Brog. —— —. or hp ome a Miss Darrieux, although slightly | they’re all corralied by Warren and Poor direction and technique in 
melee point ones which ao no istrac rom 
the action. In taking the latter | cent h: irl 3 j sprightly | . ; | likely bet for export, but the hu- 
N . | . 1 . cent orphan girl, turns in a sprightly | Thesping chores are well handled | é xport, l , 
Trail Stree ( course,. the transcriber merely | performance and also handles her | py a Fae ghee cast. James Warren | ™0rous story might provide mate- é 
(SONGS) | sketched in lengthy, passionate ex- | song assignments in good voice. Jour- turns in a credible and forthright rial for a Hollywood remake. In i 
Hollywood, Feb. 20, | changes—and the viewer has the ir-| gan does well as the young guy wh0| performance as a champion ‘of law France it’s cued for the sticks and i 
RKO release of Nat Holt production, | ritated fegbing, at times, of wonder-| finally gets her but it’s Fernand Le- id oder His artner Loures:. te | nabe situations where it will draw i) 
Stars Randolph Scott, Robert Ryan, Anne) ing what gives. An unwise choice, | q as th k. profess rh ~ A pe ah +. Carville, Plenty of laughs. Title come: from 
Jetfreys, George “Gabby” Hayes: features | jn this instance, because fixi fa | oUx, as the a.k. provessor. who Cops | vaguely reminigent of Leo Carrillo. | 2 houseboat wher t of the cast 
Sates Aberedich, dhove tedion Billy Houss,.| in a “aoe cin’ ecause Mixing OL 4 | the acting honors with a smooth and Burr is sinister as the heavy. Harry | pipe stint h 4 most of the cas 
Virginia Sale, Harry Woods. Directed by | ™OOd 1S the sine qua non. subtle performance. Jean Tissier. as | Harvey convinces the banker, and one. 
Ray Enright. Screenplay, Norman Houston, _ Covering a stretch of years in the his wolfish colleague, is also stand- are A Lynn's chirndierinaiion a —_——_—_—— 
Gene Lewis: based on the novel by William | lives of a players’ troupe, the lei- out 1 , See Se , | “Lykke Pana Kejsen” (“Lucky Jour- 
Carceted; camera, J. Roy Hunt: mustc. | curely tale cénters imic (J 3 P the Doc shines. Debra Alden and) | oe ae eanee mp Jou 
™ Be. i.e. | es .* oa surely tate centers on a mimic ean- Miss Darrieux has several songs Rita Ly it themselves favor- ey ANI . alladium Film pro- 
Paul Sawtell; editor, Lyle Sever aoe. Louis Barrault) and his other-world and the boy tudents also sing sev Ita y ths re a ‘ ant es | Inction and release. Stars Erling Schroe- 
shown Feb, 19, '47. Kunning time, 83 MENS, | n ’ : | € ys : sO SINE S€V- | ably rt interest. | te rel Te : features Ashio le 
Rar Leh. UAE Kanningumielph Scott | passion for a demi-monde (Arletty) | eral college tunes, none of which is ee 5 bag Ba, 2 ied Lote <tiiadinat. | En. tale Godan ten 
Aenss, ...+4 ee eee’ s ..Robert Ryan | who moves through the seamy Pa- | outstanding. Decoin’s direction is too oa PP > ‘|! Kourani, Greta Bendix, Vera Lindstroem, 
| as : : . roducer Herman Schlom has en-| y 
Baby cc ges cceescvcerss +s scarss Anne Jeffreys | rjsian environs, bestowing her| heavy in spots for the comedy but | PrOCuUEEr fiel ; ; Valborg Neuehs, Directed by Christen Jul, 
Billy..... eecccccs ee Coeorge ‘‘Gabby"’ Hayes | eharms on those she likes—but not he’s “mounted the film on well-de- dowed this entry with better-than- Screenplay, Jul and Kirstine Andersen; 
Dn, .cshece at Re Se a .Madge Meredith | : . . db tees P average production values. Director | camera, Einar Olsen: music, Sv. Erik Tarp, 
ie os, Sieve Prodie | for coin, Arletty is also pursued by | signed sets. with the other produc- Willian Berke milks Norman Hous- | Tradesgown in Copenhagen. Running time, 
Carmody..... Sanadsebekadiels< tilly House | a flamboyant confrere of Barrault’s; tion credits also good. Stal. gg oo ition hile | 88 MENS. 
ee PAST Tre osebaeeess Virginia Sale| (Pierre Brasseur): by a sinister cut- a ee ton's a ~ er rare _— Sy Sad 
MPRA: 6545.60 006666608 artis Harry Woods | ‘oat (Marcel Herrand): and an 1 @ - cameraman Jac ackenzie's lensing | - a 
epee ae Le Oy Phil Warren | throa Mig gece a kg Angel and Sinner is effective. Other technical credits| Good Danish comedy starring 
a. | aristocrat (Louis Salou) whose atten- | Erl S sder . 
EES ap eee eter Harry Harvey | » : aids , are standard | Erling Schroeder. Long absent from 
MLSs te .. Jason Robards | tion is transfixed by Arletty’s stage (FRENCH-MADE) se : fe | films, he handles his role with fi- 
_-—_—-—- appearance. AFE release of Louis Wips production. | nesse. Story deals with a married 
¥ i mp : m3 ic j St: Mic i Presie: fen ” Louis Sa- } , | ¢ 9« : ne : s 
“Trail Street” is rough, tough west-| Hanging aS thon 9 bh yo han gy na on att aie” tae Hue and Cry |man’s journey to Paris and_his 
ern entertainment, geared to regis-| (Maria Cassares), hopelessly in love | va i. Cnristian-Jacque, Based on novel (BRITISH-MADE) |amorous adventures there. Film 
ter heavily at the boxoffice. Nat|with Barrault. After considerable |}, Guy de Maupassant. Previewed N. Y.. London, Feb. 5. will do well in Denmark and prob- 
Holt’s production repeats the com- | development of complex emotional} Fe», 21, "47. Running time, 84 MINS, General Film Distributors’ release of Eal- ably all over Scandinavia. 
mercial factors he used in the suc- | cross-currents, Arletty cuts the knot | poule de Suif............. Micheline Prestle | ing Studies production, Features Alastair ometeinine 
“ wd ° pe . ” ‘ 1} joining with the aristocrat Ok Oe OA, NE tke ketones cries Louis Salou | Sim, Jack Warner, Valerie White. Directed : nee 
cessful Badman’'s Territory last | DY JomnIng ‘ . Carre-Lamadon Palan | by Charles Crichton, Screenplay by TT. EB. Fields’) (SWEDISH), Terra Film re- 
Season and comparable success is a | continental tour of love. Interim of ia ies Waleborg.:..cc. sce. Roger Karl B. Clarke Camera, Douglas Slocombe, At lease of Filmo production; stars Sigurd 
cinch some half-dozen years is indicated in ee Comte. .csvccrsees seccee.-Marcel Simon | Studio ne, London. ROunning time, 82 vie ong, paare a ~~ gy a 4 
. hi ar . . i ice ae eee eS fees iat MINS. | tures Elsa fidborg, Marts Arbin, brik 
* Name values are strong for the ac- which Barrault — Age were me .r ering ft a Sie 5 ie apps learned Felix Wilkinson,.....0++e.e++.44 Alastair Sim | Hell; directed by Hampe Faustman: ecreene 
tion market, leading off with Ran- | nuptials, consolation and devotion to | Cinenn eS INE sachet Gatien 4 Masco cp.otaodasths dueds Valerie White | Play, Jan Fridegard, Goesta Netaen based 
dolph Scott and George “Gabby” | his art. oe Le Cure. :. a Me Nepean ‘Denis D'Ines | Nightingale....... coccecegee+-Snck Warner |" Sovel by Fridepard: camera. Elner Akeo- 
Hayes. Locale is pioneer Kansas and Arletty returns and, MES eS Bee eM Sis os cis qseGeal ..e-. Barry Fowler _ de anne. in Stockholm tunning 
S. A § r > . , , | time MINS. 
sae : enough, discloses that her one per- . F Mr. Kirby.....+.- scoceeesss Frederick Piper _ 
the small trail’s end town of Liberal. | enous ey ae Ba -rault. The lat- (In French; English Titles) Mrs. Kirby....... AP hee ae Heather Delaine 
Against that background script and | manent love is for Barrault. Douglas Bar 
direction pitch fant movement that | ter, carried away by a relighting of} Latest entry from France is a nb ele dice alae ye tenes ooue Dowling | Bringing the lives of Swedish farm- 
entertains. Scoring potently are Scott | the torch. deserts wife and family to | melodramatic eche from World War | potherviill.....----.. Scdeas ocel Alec Fiinter | €rs into focus, film is a study of their 
as Bat Masterson, famed western law | rejoin her. In a final scene, Barrault | II, Although taken from a de Mau-} Norman......... becege watt lan Dawson | struggle for existence. Sigurd Wal- 
man, and Hayes a bewhiskered | loses her again in a carnival crowd | passant novel based on the Franco- Bicky. sweats’ snetis up eee vores as. -Goret® Fux |len’s acting stands out as does di- 
prairie veteran ’ lafter Arletty is moved to take a/ Prussian war of 1870, film draws a} yoyo etree ert Hughes | rection of Hampe Faustman. Pic- 
. . *_ 8 . ~ - ‘ Vane neteee eeeeeeee gree ; i a « 7 _ or 
Action gets underway when Scott | walk-out by the despairing pela of | direct parallel to France's martyfienes.-........:.2-7... Seu Seteoe | ture a o. a — - “ a 
“ag . DS Win diag ‘eo if | ac and heroism during the recent | Dusty........ iets David Knox | story has little interest outside 0 
is brought in to clez lawless ele- | Barrault’s wife. ; |}dom an ‘ d 1g i ; 1 
ment _ pew ote hy low: and | Barrault is brilliantly effective as | Nazi occupation. Film is marked by os ss ee _ | Seandinavia. Wins. 
the farmers who are trying to make| the sensitive, lovelorn mimic. His;q gallery of superlatively drawn Reminiscent of the German classic iP ; aa ae . "0 
the land fruitful. On the law man’s | pantomiming skill, portrayed in the | characterizations, done in the best “Emil and the Detective’ (UFA, ot = Cue), “Conaellation pe IR sal 
side are Robe ry Rvan. young land stage sequences, fs far and above tradition of Gallic wit and candour; | 1931 , this film has neither its charm | ° STA srodaction. Stars Pal Meuriases 
mah. ~! “ * . “vast wh at f | anything that the screen’s shown for | but a discursive screenplay) and limp | nor its wit. The stars, presumably | features Liliane Bert, Rene Blaneart, Vera 
agent: who visions vast whea or- : s r rhs bytes s : . : ‘ ly | th boxoffic - ts. have been| Maxime, Andre Burgere, Floren: Mare 
tunes for the farmers. and Hayes. |a long time past. Hollywood should | climax destines this effort to only | the boxoffice magnets, hav een | Ma >, oan ro Ma 
mae 5 Rhea tt poe Ras F,. | mark him down for future reference | moderate success in U.S. art houses. | woefully wasted, partieularly Valetie | Valeet. Uarected by Cece eee. Scene 
Excitement rides high under Ray En- | mat im ; ene ‘ j ; Shae pla Darey, based on novel reque 
right’s directi ‘ - story de e] cone | -and future acquisition, if that’s in Micheline Presle, in the star role White, uncommonly uncomfortable Re Reviewed in Paris Running time, 
losicalt , * gaye : a the bad | the cards lof a modern Joan of Arc with a tar- | in an_ unsuitable part. Alastair Sim | 95 MINs. ° 
mer , y de 3 ‘snd Libe “ql ; ttl $ | Arletty has a beauty and allure! nished past, scores heavily on all; and Jack Warner, both with con- _— 
d a yet sign ge ane a Pee a that’s pure feminine schmaltz. Her | counts—looks. talent and personal- | siderable followings in this country, Poorly made whodunit has little 
fe ~ a | enigmatic smile. graceful carriage} ity. Her playing of a fille de joie | will disappoint their public. to offer. Paul Meurisse, who por- 
. , } all a : el 7? - . s - © ar 7 “Mi. « id 
pao grad vened by Haves’ fine | and magically appealing eyes have al who refuses to share her charms Lack of youthful charm and spon- |trayed the gangster in Macadam. 
t S ( ‘ leave vy a’ S | c is < 


worldly Gallic pull that goes far re- 


light comedy work. He gives a lift 
e » yf 
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when needed and relieves tension at 


gardless boundaries or language 


above age to play a young and inno- 




















with the Prussian conquerors is pro- 


jected with simplicity and passion, 


turned over to the law. 


taneity, accents that will puzzle, are 


major failings. Principal actor is ex- 


every phase make this entry an un- 














|does the detective in this one sup- 
|ported by a very inept cast. Booked 


just the right moments. Scott makes | barriers. She. too, merits the atten- | skirting the pitfall of patriotic pos- ne ws vendo1 a Fowler. who ae | ah the Sees Lay ae 
his role a big success. Robert Ryan | tion o! Hollywood's filmakers. As to | turing. Generally appealing ber- play ed pion tgp gy ' Ay Fay = = tar hgns po Bee A =~ “ 
is excellent “Madge Meredith resis- the other lead parts, ther roles are | formance holds promise of a big fu- wk sage ate Phased wer . Sey pore? Sree pancreas What 
ters more fay rably in the romantic | sharply defined and maintained con- | ty re with U.S. audiences 1: —_ ne y msc Se ry hir el *  intontad for tragic suspense 
spot with Rvan than does Anne Jeff- | sistently in a film which ts a peak Surrounding her, wit out pening t oa depe a pa pete ving ee — - AT anogea aie agie sus 

teys. Latter’s part is larger but notj of thespian artistry. Wit. |her lustre, is a brilliant crew © story revolves arouna 8 fame ee = 
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Paulette 


Goddard 


with 
MACDONALD ARLEEN 


pAREY- WHELAN 
INTCHELL LESE 


PRODUCTION 


Produced by CLAUDE BINYON ae ff) : 
Directed by MITCHELL LEISEN tt ay | *Siaseecee™ 


Screen Play by Claude Binyon and P. J. Wolfson 
Original Story by P. J. Woifson 
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OUEVER HEARD THE TRADE BOYS | 
ERBNARD LIKE THIS - EVEN FORA fF” aramount PICTURE! | 














“A joy entertainment-wise for the audience...and box- 
office-wise for the exhibitor. Goddard and MacMurray 
give it all the color and ginger it needs.”— MM. P. Daily 


“Laughter will be so loud and continuous that spectators 
are apt to miss much of the crisp dialog. That should 


| 
| 
i 
: eae | 
happen to more pictures. Sure to score solidly.’ — Boxofice 


“One of those extraordinary pictures that turns out just 
as funny as its makers hoped. Paramount hasn’t had as gay 
_and riotous a farce to release in many moons.” — Hol/ywood Reporter 


“Socko. Will pay off in all situations. Topnotch script, 
lusty laughs. Goddard and MacMurray troup to the hilt.” —Variery 


“A smart piece of showmanship of which Paramount may be 
proud. Assured high popularity from its opening scene. 
Gay, rollicking comedy is credit in all departments. '— Daily Variety 


“A must...light and gay...plenty of comedy. Pace is fast. 
and will provide many a belly-laugh.’— The Independent 








At the Paramount Today Tf 
<1 Paramount Will Spring Its Next Great Grosser Nationally /!/] 
On The First Day Of Spring! i 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, February 26, 1947 





4 
Warm 


Hot 586, 5 Spots; ‘Prentiss 646 in 3,' 220.0. 


‘ ? e . or > take of top films. Surplus of hold- 
'evers is hurting this week. “Song 
as ea in 9 a a 9 of South” looks acé new entry. 
+ 


Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 

Good biz going to three firstrun 
bills is helping to offset the competi- 
tion from the warm weather and 
large crowds at beaches. “Song of 
Sheherazade” looks standout, with 
strong $58,000 in five theatres, four 
of which are small-seaters. “Nora 
Prentiss” is heading for good $64,000 
in three situations. 

“Beast With Five Fingers” is stir- 
ring up neat $40,000 or close in four | 
spots. “California” is setting the pace 
among the holdovers with rousing 
$48.000 for second stanza in two Par- 
amount theatres. “Lady in Lake” is 
sighting good $41,000 for second 
week. three spots. “Miss Pilgrim” is 
very light at $34,000 in second frame, 
four houses. Fourth and final ses- 
sion for “Song of South” is okay 
$23.000 in two locations. 

“Best Years” continues to lead 
roadshow runs with $36,500. in two! 
spots, ninth week. “Stairway to 
Heaven” is sturdy $7.000 on fifth 
frame. 

Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1)— 
“Beast Five Fingers’ ‘WB) and 
“Wanted for Murder” (20th) Neat 
$6.000. “Last week, “San “Quentin” | 
(RKO) gd “Dick Tracy Vs. Cue- 
bell” (Ri.O) (2d wk), oke $3,000. 

Reverly (FWC) (1,352; $1-$1.80)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (9th wk). | 
Around $13,000. Last week, steady 
$14.600. 

Reverly Hills Musie Hall ‘(B&S- 
Blumenfeld) (824; 65-$1)—“Abie’s 
Irish Rose” (UA) (2d wk). Fair $3,- 
000. Last week, light $4,200. 

Carthay Cirele (FWC) (1,518: $1- 
$1.80) —“Yearling” ‘(M-G) (9th wk). , 
Steady $10,000. Last week, fancy | 
$12,200. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2.048; 50- 
$1)—“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th) | 
(24d wk). Slow $9,000, Last week, 
fair $15,200. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 50-$1)— | 
“Nora Prentiss” (WB). Good $25,- | 
000. Last week, “Men I Love” (WB) | 
(2d wk). only $11,800. ' 

Downtewn Music Hall ‘Blumen- | 
feld) (872: 55-$1)—“Irish Rose” (2d | 
wk). Light $8,000. Last week, slow 
$10,100. | 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 50-$1) — 


| 
; 





“Lady in Lake” (M-G) (2d wk), | (M-G) (3d wk), oke $8,000. 
Smooth $12,000. Last week, smart | 


$17,800. 
El Rey (FWC) (861; 50-$1) — 
“Beast Five Fingers” (WB) and 


(2d wk), okay $3,500. 

Fairfax (FWC) (1,504; $1.20-$1.80) 
—"“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (7th wk). 
Near $15,500. Last week, slipped to 


Four Star (UA-WC) (900; $1- | 


$1.50)—“Stairway Heaven” (U) (5th 


wk). Sturdy $7,000, Last week, fine: 


$8,100. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 50-$1)-—“Song 
of Scheherazade” (U). Trim $7,500. 
Last week, “I'll Be Yours” (U) (2d 
wk) and “Lone Wolf in Mexico” 
(Col), showed loss at $2,100: 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
50-$1)—“‘Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA) (2d 
wk). Only $3,500. Last week, weak 
$3,900. . | 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 50-$1)— 
“Nora Prentiss” (WB). Nice $19,090. 
Last week, “Man I Love” (WB) (2d 
wk), light $8,300. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 50-85) — “Irish Rose” 
(UA) (2d wk). About $3,000. Last 
week, fair $3,800. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 50-85)—*"Sche- 
herazade” (U). Stout $8,500. Last 
week, “I'll Be Yours” (U) (2d wk) 
and “Lone Wolf” (Col), dull $3,500. 

Loew's State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 
50-$1) — “Miss Pilgrim” (20th) (2d 
wk). Dull $13,000. Last week, mis- 
erable $22,500. 

‘Les Angeles (D'town-WC) (2,097; 
50-$1)—“Lady in Lake” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Okay $18,000. Last week, not 
up to hopes at $30,200 but still solid. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 50-$1) — 
“Miss Pilgrim” (20th) (2d wk). Near 
$6,000. Last week, slow $9,000. 

Million Dollar (D’town) (2,420; 
50-85) — “Beast Five Fingers” «WB) 
and “Wanted For Murder” (20th). 
Fine $8,000. Last week, “San Quen- 
tin” (RKO) and “Dick Tracy” 
(RKO) (2d wk), closed with $5,800. 
Orpheum {D'town-WC) (2,210; 50- 
$1) — “Beast Five Fingers” (WB) 
and “Wanted For Murder” (20th). 
Good $20,000. Last week, “San Quen- 
tin” ‘tRKO) and “Dick Tracy” 
(RKO) (2d wk), okay $12,000. 

Palace (D’town-WC) ($1-$1.80)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (5th wk). Fine 
$23,000. Last week, $25,100. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: - 50-$1)— 
“Song of South” (RKO) (4th wk) and 
“Blind Spot” (Col). Closes at- $11.- 
000. Last week, with “Alias Mr. Twi- 
light” (Col) supporting, nice -$15,400. 
Paramount (Fé&M) (3,398: 50-$1)— 
“California” (Par) and “Ghost Goes 


Wild” (Rep) (2d wk). Strong $30,000. | 


Last week, great $38,400. 


Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1.-. 
451; 50-$1)—“California” (Par) (2d 


Weather Hurts L. A. But ‘Song’ 


| VARIETY 
SEATTLE PERKING UP; 


Seattle, Feb. 25. 
Looks like show biz here has set- 


ever, there’s no diminution in the 


— — 


oye ti Bliz Slows Up Hub Albeit ‘Razor 
cua Keen 346, ‘Guy -Hampton Solid 356 





Key City Grosses 


| Estimates for This Week 
4 Blue Mouse ‘(H-E) ‘800; 45-80)— 








'“San Quentin” (RKO) (m.o.) and 


rose 
“Beat Band” (RKO). Good $5,000. Estimated Ketal G 


This Week ..,.....-; $3,159,000 


B d G 4S ek, “Nocturne” (RKO). and Aan Pe 
roa way FOsses bi AB eg Ope (RKO) (24 wk). (Based on 22 cities, 204 thea- 
ye | $3,800, tres, chiefly first runs, including 
Estimated Total Gross Fifth Avenue ‘H-E) (2,349; 45-80) N. Y.) 
This Week ...........$671,000 |—“Song of South” (RKO), Smash Total Gross Same Week 
(Based on 18 theatres) $18,000. Last week, “Secret Heart” Last Year ........... $3,009,900 
bast Weiee .4 acc Cees $722,500 (M-G) and “Crime Doctor's Man- (Based on 28 cities, 184 theatres) 


hunt” (Col), fairish $12,500 in 9 days. 








Liberty (J&vH) (1,650; 45-80)— | 








$9,000. Last week. oke $16,500. 
| “Man I Love” (WB) (2d run).: Fair | 
$6,000. Last week, “Nocturne” (WB), 
| $4.000 second run. 


| Prentiss” (WB) (3d wk). Nice $16,- (20th) and “Sister Kenny” (RKO) | 


'ing Miss Pilgrim” (20th). Good 


“Jolson Story” (Col) (9th wk). This | e ‘ 
long-runner still big. Looks sock K 
| $14,000. Last week, big $10,500. aye ] S 0 
Musie Box (H-E) (800; 45-80)— | 
“Rue Madeleine” (20th) (4th. wk). . 
Huge 546, Frise 


(Based.on 16 theaires) 
Big $4,500. Last week, $5,000. 
San Francisco, Feb. 25. 


g 
Or phe um ( I 1-E ) (2,600; 45-80 y— 


* 
| 0 t Phil “Verdict”. (WB) and “Betty Co-Ed” 
ii ll i\(Col). Good $11,000. Last week. 
“Magnificent Doll” (U) and “Secret ; 
of Whistler” ¢Col), $10,300. 


Palomar (‘Sterling) (1,350: 45-80) 





Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 
Blizzard of last Thursday put a 


dent in biz for this sesh, but ter- mance of West” (PRC) plus stage. | Wolf in Mexico” to a terrific session 
rific weekend trade is bringing Big $8.000, Last week, “Out Cali- | ot the Golden Gate. It’s far ahead | 
i 3 : ‘2 fornia Way” (Rep) and “Lighthouse : ; ° 
things back to life. (PRC) and vaude. $6,300 of recent biz at this house. “The 
Most of the deluxers are featuring a TELE) (3.020: 45-80 Reh Hoube.” néew Edward Rovindod 
holdovers, with only “Shocking Miss Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— | Kec wer Swale . 


Pilgrim,” .“Johnny ‘O’Clock” and | “Till Clouds Roll By” ‘(M-G) (2d ' starrer, looks neat at United Artists 
| “The Chase” the major newcomers. |wk). Fancy $16,000 after immense | 


: while “Nora . Prentiss’ shapes 
we ; : $20,500 opener. . 
Estimates for This Week Roosevelt (Sterlmg) (800; 45-80)- okay at the Fox, 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)—“Per- | “Magnificent Doll” (U) (2d wk). Estimates for This Week 
fect Marriage” (Par) (2d wk). Weak . From Orpheum. - Big $6,000. Last | 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (700; 50-94)— | good $4,400. ; { 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 25- | rific $54,000. Last 


Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—“Nora | Solid $4,500. Last week, “Margie”! with Ralph Edwards, okay $30,000. 
500. Last week, okay $19,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 60-99)—‘The 
Chase” (UA) with Norman Granz’ 


cong FOP yee eral on stage. Bliz Clips Cleve. But 


Last week. “Sweet- 


(3d run), mild $3,200. 





(2d wk), 6 days, $14,000. 
Warfield (FWC) (2,656: 55-85) 


“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (2d 
heart Sigma Chi” (Mono) with Si b d’ ha 3 000 | wk). Sturdy $23,000 after great $37.- 
Charlie Barnet orch, $21.500. ' In a W Mm. 0, 9 1500 o Soe or 


; pener. 
Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—“Shock- 


$28,000. Last week, “Rue Madeleine” 
(20th) (3d wk), fine $16,500. Cleveland, Feb. 25. | week, nice $18,500 
Goldman (Goldman) (1,300: 50-94) | Such distraction as Al Sirat Grotto,| State (FWC) (2 
—“Dead Reckoning” (Col) (2d wk). | drawing heavy trade to Civic Audi- | gel 
Terrific $26,000. Opener broke house , torium, and the bliz are hurting this | Third week 
record at $35,500. session. But this won't hurt “Sinbad Last week, 
Karlton (Goldman) (1.000; 50-94) the Sailor,” which is sock at Palace. 
—‘Johnny O'Clock” (Col). Trim |“Humoresque” also is stout at the} ing $7,000. 
$22,000. Last week, “Show-Off” | Hipp. 


Estimates for This Week 85) — “Temptation” «(U) «¢ ihe 
5 Keith’s (Goldman) (1,500; 50-94)— | Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)— | Colorless at $10,000 or sane’ eae 
‘Razor’s Edge” (20th) (2d run) (2d | “Wonderful Life” (RKO) (m.o.). Fine | was fine $19,500. 


ow $6,000. Last week, good | $14,000 after two solid stanzas at Pal- | 


week, 


“Humoresque” (WB) (2d wk). Slid- | because of Allen’s heavy back-log | Irish Rose’ (UA) (2d wk). $8700. 


Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350: $1.80- 
“Henry V” (UA) (22d wk). 
5,500. Last week, capacity 


ing to $24,000 after sock $37,000 | of films. 
opener last week plus hefty $4,500 | Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— | $2.40) — 
Sabbath showing at Earle. |“Humoresque” (WB). First three| Steady $ 

Pix (Cummins) (500; $1.30-$1.95- | days almost a record for this spot, | $6,200, 
$2.60)—“Henry V” (UA) (9th wk). | but letting down; stout $21,000 or 
Off to $7,500. Last week, sweet $9,- | over. Last week. “Man I Love” 


a : ate, | (WB), about $19,500. 6 : , 
a Wentzea ek SORA ae | dake Warners 40: 9 ae nt ; 
at $18,000; ‘Lady 





ro $22,000. Last week, bangup $26,- | $3,500 in 6 days. Last — “Beast 
y | Five Fingers” (WB) (m.o.), $4,000. 

Prog: ~ {WB) (1,475; 50-94)—“La- | Ohio (Loew's) (1,200; 55-70)— 
ed oe Sar), .Fairish $12,000. | “Blue Skies” (Par) (m.o.). Fifth 
(Col). mild 0508 Attorney” | downtown round. Big $7,000. Last 


week. “Bachelor’s Daughters” (UA), 
=e 5] 
Betty Hutton’s ‘Dream 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


Kansas City, Feb. 25. 








Palace (RKO) (3.300; 35-70)—“Sin- 
bad the Sailor” (RKO). Sock $30,000. 


smash $21,000 for second canto. 


adaptation of ; + | ing but picked up to fine $24,000. 
ag: Of, 10; Eimer ‘Rice legit | Last week, “Love Laughs Andy 


| ere ” 4 
Picture will be filmed in Techii~ | "Sian \Enene) 12 


color, starting in the summer, when | “Love Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G)!| Apollo and Circus, both 
Miss Hutton completes “The Sainted | (m.o,). Moderate $6,500. Last. week, 











RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890: 50- | 
80)—"“Song of South” (RKO) (4th) 


wk) and “Blind Spot” (Col). Sturdy! Film biz is rolling along at a mod- | 


Indianapolis, Feb. 25. | un. 


pe » Supporting, good $15,-|Clementiné” tops narrow field of |.13 Rue Madeleine” (20th). 
A the Indiana. “Man I Love” is oke | “Temptation” (U), light $12,000. 
herazade” (U), 
week, “Ill Be Yours” (U) (2d wk) is “Jols tory,” 
and “Lone Wolf” (Col), $5,500. caste week 
af Studio “City (FWC) (880; 50-$1)— being mulled. 
Scheherazade” (U). Good $7,000. | Estimates for This Week | «6 
Last week, “I'll Be Yours” (U-I) (2d| Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 40-60) | 


$3,000. | 
United Artists (UA-WC) (2.100; Last week, “Cross My Heart” (Par) 


$23,000. Last week. “I'll Be Yours” (Rep). $10.000. 





| “Miss Pilgrim” (20th) (24 wk). Fair | Place. Girl” (WB), strong $15,000." \{UTther. Last week, nice $17,000. 
| $6,000. Last week, okay $10,200: 


Vogue ‘FWC) (885; $1.20-$1.80)— | Be Yours” (U) (2d wk). Down to 


$14,000. Last week, steady $15,500. 
Wilshire (FWC) (2.296: 50-$1)—| “Jolson Story” (Col) (4th wk). Rid- | 
“Lady in Lake” (M-G) (2d wk).|ing for $11,000, about same as in | 


| Ale —"“Sioux Cit Sue” . 
Nifty $11,000, Last week, sturdy , third week, both sock. ity Sue (Rep) 





$17.700. 


Big news here currently is the 
“Gun for Hire” (Par) and “Ro- | way Danny Kaye is boosting “Lone 


n. Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-95) 
week, “Deception” (WB) (3d wk), |—*Lone Wolf in Mexico” (Col) plus 
vaude headed by Danny Kaye. Ter- 


n week, “Boston 
| 50)—“Cloak and Dagger” (WB) and | Blackie and Law” (RKO) plus vaude 


| “Courage of Lassie” (M-G) (3d run). headed by “Truth or Consequences” 


| Fox (FWC) (4,651; 55-95)—"“Nora 
| Prentiss” (WB). Oke $26,500. Last 
terre “Angel and Badman” (Rep) 
| 
} 


| Pa t (FWC) (2.646: 55-85) — 
‘Humoresque’ Stout 21G «san “Quentin” “(ako 20 nto. 


Down to $11,500 in 5 days. Last 


(2,133; 55-85)—“An- 
and Badman” (Rep) (m.o.). 
downtown, offish $7,500. 
t “13 Rue Madeleine” 
| (20th) (4th wk) (m.o.), 6 days, pleas- 





Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 55- 


United Artists (Blu feld) (1,- 
face. Last week, “Miss Pilgrim” | 207; 55-85) — “Red eome” toa 
“Wanted For Murder” (20th). Good |,,.Mastbaum (WB) (4,350; 50-94) — | (20th), sizzling $17,000 but not held| Neat $19,000. Last ; 
$6,000. «Last week, “San Quentin” | 

(RKO) and “Dick Tracy” (RKO) | 


Okay 156, ‘Spirit’ 76 


$4,000. Theatre biz here is holding a mod- 
, erate pace in keeping with calibre 
‘ \ 0Ck | Of attractions. “13 Rue Madeleine,” |“When Daltons Rode” (U) (rcissues) 
Last week. “Wonderful Life” (RKO), | ;, three Fox first-run houses, looks 
Paramount handed Betty Hutton, State ‘Loew’s) (3,450; 55-70)— leader, and probably will hold. | ,, ¥ i 
the star spot in “Dream Girl,” screen | “Lady in Lake” (M-G), So-so open- | “Lady in Lake,” at Midland, won't | 25,000. after geeat $27,000" second 

be far behind, First-run situations 
were increased with “Blithe Spirit” 
Stillman (Loew's) (2.700; 55-70)— | 80ing into two Fox Midwest houses, 


previously 


: subsequent-runs 
Sisters.” | “Blue Skies” (Par) (m.o.), on fourth , 
‘ ‘lap, swell $10,000. Estimates for This Week 
5Y { PP ox hy a BI hag Midwest) 
. j ry ‘ 4 uum * it igier? 
we) Ble $18,000. Last week, sock : Indpls. B.O. Moderate | Brings these two howche labo first: 


° run situation. : 
But ‘Clementine’ 14G 000, ‘nice. “Last week, mahent $2" 


Esquire - Uptown- Fairway (Fox 
ee ae week, with “Mr. Twi- erate level this stanza. “My Darling | Midwest) (820, 2,043, 700: ° 45-65)— 
Nice 

. 4 p — gsi | $18,000 and ma ld, y 
Ritz (FWG). (1,370: 50-$1)—“Sche- newcomers with a great session at y ho Last week, 
Fancy $12,000. Last | at the Circle. But current sensation | ,,Mime ‘(Diekinson) (550; 65) — 
still going strong any City” (Indie) (5th wk). 
;in fourth week at Loew’s. Fifth is | trong $5,000 but will move out 


flous Suzanne’ (Rep). Oke $11,000. | week. “decent, hold (M.G@) ~ 
| «6 eTr AA w an 
50-$1)—“Scheherazade” (U). Smash|and “Mysterious Mr. Valentine” | anne s Big Moment” (Col), | 


(U-I) and “Lone Wolf” (Col) (24d, Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 40-60) lesa Caramount) (1.900; 45- 
wk), light $7,500. '_— “Darling Clementine” (20th). | wk) Fair $12,000 Girl (WB) (2d 
Uptown ‘(FWC) (1,719; 50-$1)— Great $14,000. Last week, “Time, ' on), and won't sta 


“ ; any eae Orpheum (RKO) (1.900: 45-65)— 
Keith's (Indie) (1,300; 40-60)—"I'l | «Sony of South” (REO are aL: 
-s ., 4 OU -e why con's Adventure” (RKO) (3d wk) 
Duel” (SRO) (8th wk). Sighting | about $4,500 after fair $9,000 opener. . . wee WER Ds 

" Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 40-60)-— | Sis oho. $11,000, Last week, solid 


Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2.100: 45-65) 


| “Fighting Frontiersman”( Col) a... 
| yeie \Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 40°60) |vaude. Biz up a bit to $9 500 Saet 
Wiltern (WB) (2.300: 50-$1)—!“Time, Place” (WB) (m.o.). Fair | weelr, ; $9500. Las 


+ Boston, Feb. 25. 


First real blizzard of season is cut- 
ting into opening days but town 
made quick recovery on holiday 
(Sat.) and is doing well. Top item is 
“Razor's Edge” at the Memorial, 
Lionel Hampton band is hypoing 


| “Swell Guy” at the RKO, but others, 


largely h,o.’s, are still potent at the 
|b.o., especially “Jolson Story” third 
iframe at the State and Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Boston (RKO) (3,200: 50-$1.10)—~ 
| “Swell Guy” (U) plus Lionel Hamp. 
jton orech, others, on stage. Smash 
1 $35,000 despite blizzard, with upped 
|holiday scale helping. Last week, 
“Wicked Lady” (U) plus Ciro Rimac, 
Arthur Blake, Nonchalants, others, 
| $31,000. 

| Copley (Shubert) (1,000; $1.80)— 
“Stairway Heaven” (U) (3d wk), 
| Film begins a grind policy this week 
jafter disappointing $7,000 for second 
stanza. Third frame should hit $7,000. 

Esquire (M-P) (1,200: $1.80 )—“Best 
Years Lives” (RKO) (9th wk). Mat- 
inees a little off to bring this to 
$7.500, not bad considering storm, 
| Last week, $8,500. 

} Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80)—"H 
moresque” (WB) and “Mr. He 
‘(Mono). Doing nice $10,000 after 
week's layoff from first run ut Met. 
| Last week, “Man I Love” (WB) and 
“Ghost Goes Wild” (Indie) (2€ wk). 
, $9.000. 
| Majestic (Indie) (1,500: 40-80)— 
'“Kit Carson” (20th) and “Last of 
Mohicans” (20th) (reissues). Points 
to a good $10,000. Last week, “Les 
| Miserables” (Indie) (2d wk), $6,000. 
| Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“Razor's Edge” (20th). Starts second 
week today (Tués.), first week hit 
i strong $34,000. 

Metronolitan (M-P) (4.367: 40-80) 

“California” (Par) and “Susie Steps 
Out” (UA) (2a wk). Fine $30,000 
after great $36,000 first. 

Orpheum ‘Loew) (2.900: 30-80)— 

“Jolson” (Col) (4th wk). Still mam- 
|; moth at $27,000 after $30,000 last 
iframe. 
Paramount (M-P) (1,700: 40-80)— 
“Humoresaue” (WB) and “Mr. Hex” 
| (Mono). Here from Met, nice $17,000. 
| Last week, “Man I Love” (WB) and 
i “Ghost Goes Wild” (Indie) (2d wk), 
$14,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 40-80 )-—“Jol- 
son” (Col) (4th wk). Socko £14,000 
i after great $16,000 in last roune. 


Prentiss’ Tall $18,000 
In OK St. Loo; ‘Heart’ 
Warm 196, ‘Dream’ 126 


St. Louis, Feb. 25. 

Grosses are steady at the big cin- 
emas despite changeable tempera- 
ture. “The Jolson Story,” now in the 
third week at Loew’s, is still the top 
coin grabber. “Cross My Heart” and 
“Nora Prentiss” look leaders among 
newcomers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3.000: 50-75) 
— “Nora Prentiss” (WB) and 
“Swamp Fire” (RKO). Stout $18.000. 
Last week, “Temptation” (‘U) and 
“Pilgrim Lady” (Rep). $14,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—‘Cross 
My Heart” (Par) and “Swamp Fire” 
(Par). Nice $19,000. Last week, 
“Destry Rides Again” (U) and 


ll- 


fancy $18,000. 
Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 


$25,000 after great $27,000 second 
stanza. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 59-75) — 
“Wake Up, Dream” (20th) and 
“Sweetheart Sigma Chi” (Mono). Fat 
$12,000. Last week, “If I Had My 
Way” (U) and “Shadow of Doubt” 
(U) (2d run), $9,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75) — 
“Scandal in Paris’ (UA) and 
“Bachelor's Daughters” (UA), Fine 
$9,000. Last week, “Gallant Bess” 
(M-G) and “Alias Mr, Twilight” 
(Col), $7,500. 

St. Louft’ (F&M): (4,000; 50-60) — 
“Dark Mirror” (U) and “Fabulous 
Suzanne” (Rep) (3d wk). Will tack 
on $5,000 to trim $7,500 garnered in 
second session. 

Shady Oak (F&M) (676; $1.20- 
$2.40) “Henry V” (UA) (6th wk). 
Stout $6,000 after $6,500 for fifth 





after Wednesday. Last week. $5.500. | S¢*Sion. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500: iss) | 
Lady in Lake” (M-G) and “Cigar- ' 
wk) and “Lone Wolf” (Col), only | —“Man I Love” (WB) and “Fabu- | *tte Girl” (Col). Average $15.000. | 


‘Calif’ Brightens Buff 
Smash 226: ‘Lady’ 136 


a Buffalo, Feb. 25. 
Biz is nothing to rave about cure 
rently. “California” looks easy top- 


| per with great session at the Lakes. 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) — 


| “Lady in Lake” (M-G). Modest $13.- 
| 000. Last week, “Show--Oft” (M-G) 


and “Strange Journey” (20th), 
$19.000. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3.000: 40-70) 


|—“California” (Par). Big $22,000. 


Last week, “Razor's Edge” (20th) 


a “Brennan Girl” , ia! , 
“Nora Prentiss” (WB). Fine $20,000. | $6,000. Last week. “The Bowery” |“Alias Mr. Girl (Rep) and | (3d wk), $11,000. 


Last week, “Man I Love” (WB) (2d| (20th) and “Sun Valley Serenade” | stage 


Twilight” (Col) with|_ Hipp (Shea) (2.100; 40-70)—"“Beast 


: 4 bill headed b F " . Five + s” “Bri ing 
wk), closed with fair $7,800. (20th) reissues), $6,000, + $8,000. ieee “ny a "(cotinued an pond $6) 
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Chi NSH. But Yearling’ Terrif 456: 
‘Reckoning -Boswell 656, ‘Song’ 236 


Chicago, Feb. 25. + 
Lush biz, which Is usually the case | - 
when a batch of new entries hit the 
joup, is failing to materialize despite 
five new films. Although steady, 
biz is not hefty as could be expected 
for first weeks especially in view of 
the good weather, ; 
One exception is “Yearling” -which 
looks terrific $45,000 at Mate-Lake. | 
Chicago’s “Dead Reckoning” with 
Connee Boswell on stage is set at} 
solid $65,000, The other vaude house 
Oriental, -is disappointing with 
“Brennan Girl” plus Dick Jurgens 





Grosses Are Net 
’ Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e. with- 


out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 


percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax. 














band on stage. 
“Song of Scheherazade,” at Palace, 
looks good at $23,000. | chee RO LEN OO = 
Estimates for This Week ae 
Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 65-95) 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (9th wk). Still | ent S Vi é 
has lines, staunch $21,000. Last week, . 
over estimate at great $25,000. 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 65-95)— | 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col) plus Con- 
nee Boswell in person. Fancy $65.,- 
000.. Last week, “Johnny O'Clock” 
(Col) and Bob Crosby orch on stage a ‘ 
(3d wk), firm $45,000. 5m, Louisville, Feb. 25. 
sent and cold weather are com- 


Hardy’ Brisk 176 


LLOYD'S MIAMI BEACH 
TRIPLE PREM NSG B.0. 


Miami Beach, Feb. 25. 


last week at its world preem in a 
trio of Miami area houses. Pic did 
$9,250 in its three ind four-day 
runs, against the 
$15,000 the three houses 
average for the same period. 

United Artists is distributing the 
film, but took no part in the pub- 
licity campaign leading to the open- 


usually 





| ing. Organization of producer How- 
1rd Hughes and the flack staff of 
Carl Byoir Associates, employed 
regularly by Hughes, handled the 
preem. They had Lloyd on the 
scene for two weeks prior to the 
engagement. 

Initial opening—at a $3.60 top— 
was at the Lincoln, Miami Beach, 
Tuesday (18) night. B.o. take was 





| $1,990. Pic ran for three additional 
|'days at the regular scale, garnering 
slightly below $4,000 for the engage- 
ment. It opened Wednesday (19) 
| day-and-date at the Town and Capi- 
tol in Miami and got $5,250 between 
the two houses in its three-day run. 





Garrick (B&K) (900: 65-95)—|; | All three theatres are operated by 
“Wicked Lady” (U-I) (3d wk). | bining to hold down grosses this | the Wometco circuit. 
Mildish $16,000. Last week, nice | week. Fact that product is nothing | 
$12.000 lo rave about also is hurting. “Love 

Grana’ (RKO) (1.500: 65-95) lot ve en © ; ‘ &. wove ~ e 
“Sinbad The Sailor” (RKO) (2d wk), | baushs Andy Hardy” at the State 0 e rl0 [S 
Looks prime $19,000 Last week, | is ahead of the field by a nice mar- 
savory $22,000. _ __ | gin, “Nora Prentiss” at the Mary. | 

Oriental aerrwnggy (3,400; 65-8) | Anderson is doing a brisk week. 6 ’ ° 
-—"That Brennan Girl” (Rep) with | ; : ; 
Dick Jurgens orch heading stage | Other houses ore slow. pot i ef. 
layout. Shapes as moderate $30,000 | Estimates for This Week 
or better Last week, “Shocking Brown (4th Ave.-Loew’s) (1,000; = —_ 
Miss Pilgrim” (20th) and Clyde Mc- | 40-60) — “Westerner” (FC) and| . Detroit, Feb. 25. 
Coy stage revue (3d wk), about; “Come Get It” (FC) (reissues) Headed by The King Cole Trio 
5 | (m.o.). Medium $4,000. Last week, | on the stage with “Blind Spot,” the 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 65-95)— | “Cross My Heart” (Par) and “Dan- 


“Sone of Scheherazade” (U) and! gerous Millions” (20th) (m.o.), about 
“Ghost Goes Wild” (Rep). Tasty | same. ; 

$23,000. Last week, “I'll Be Yours” | Kentucky ‘Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
(U) and “Code Of West” (Rep), |—‘Plainsman” (RKO) and “Gallant 
fairish $18,000. , Journey” (Col). Fair $3,100. Last 


ialte (Indie) (1,700; 65-95)— | week, “Stranger” (RKO) and “Bad- 

neekiae of Whistler” (Col) and |man’s Territory” (RKO), $3,400. 
“Tone Wolf in Mexico” (Col). Looks | Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; | 
drab $9,000, Last week, “Beast | 40-60) — “Nora Prentiss” (WB). 
With Five Fingers” (WB) and “Wild Small seater is not feeling the Len- 
Bill Hickok” (WB) great $17,000. j}ten slump, and looks to do neat 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 65-95)— ae. a week Beast Five 
“Humoresque” (WB) (3d wk). Sterl- | Tecaae (Sto Sa a) 9.400: 40-60) 
ing $24,000. Last week. $28,000. | National (Standard) (2,400; 40-6 
ing $2 ‘ . B&K ) (2.700: 65-95 Wee exe I'll Be Yours (U) (2d wk) and 
inn a Sock initial | They .Were Sisters” (U). Mild 
Men gel selene’ kasd te wR $5,500 in 6 days. Last week, be 

rame oO ° . S ° d- | ger y an” 1 eee: 
zor's Edge” (20th) bowed out after | Ree Woman (UA), lively 
eieht weeks with moderate $22.000.|" pists (Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 


United Artists (B&K) (1.700: 65- | 49.69)—Nocturne” (RKO) and “Va- 


95 )—"Till Clouds, Roll By" (M-G) | cation in Reno” (RKO), Medium 
(jth wk). Fast $20,000. Last week, | $14000. Last week, “Perfect Mar- 
iene 1.200: 95-$1.80) riage” (Par) and “Criminal Court” 
Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 99-51. (RKO). solid $16,000. 
—"Best Years Lives” (RKO) (10th State (Loew's) (3,300: 40-60) — 
wk). Great $35,000. Last week. big | “Love Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G) 
$29.000. and “So Dark Night” (Col). Brisk 
—_—_-—_-—— : $17,000. Last week, “Mighty Mce- 
Omaha Feels Lent; Only = Gurk", (M-G) and “Chase” (UA), 
7 a stout $15,000. 
‘Sinbad’ Big at $9,500 Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,200: 
Quand Feb. 25 40-60)—"Calendar Girl” (Rep) and 
maha, Feb, 25. i Tale, a : 1d. 
Despite the handicap of Lent, “Sin- ish $5,000. yg ge Posterner™ 
bad the Sailor” playing to jammed) (pe) and “Come and Get It” (FC) 


houses at the Brandeis and looks to 
get a smash week and holdover. 
“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” at the Par- 
amount looks only average. 
Estimates for This Week 


(reissues). nice $7,000. 


Cincy Perking; ‘Song’ 


Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— | " , P 
“Sinbad the Sailor” (RKO) and) 
“Sinbad the, Satior” RKO) aid) Terrif 126, “McGurk 


for Lent or any other time. Last 


die Knows Best” (Col), $8,600. 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65 )— | Cincinnati, Feb. 25. 


week, “Nocturne” (RKO) and oe | 136, ‘Heart’ N.S.G. 9¢ 


Downtown theatre ‘4s 
city this week. 
jis top newcomer at the United Art- 
ists. “Till the Clouds Roll By” at 
| the Michigan and “California” at the 


| Broadway-Capitol are the best hold- 
| overs. 


topping the 





Estimates for This Week 

+} Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95) 

‘Jolson Story” (Col) (8th wk). 

Strong $9,000. Last week, same. 
Broadway-Capitel ‘(United De- 


'troit) (3,309: 70-95)—“California” 


|(Par) and “Sweetheart of Sigma | 
|Chi” (Mono) (4th wk). Loud $13,- 
| 000. Last week, $16,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,683: 85-$1 
| —"Blind Spot” (Col) with King Cole 
Trio on stage. Solid $22,000. Last 
| week, “Westerner” (M-G) and “Ad- 


ventures of Marco Polo” (M-G) (re- 
issues), fine $19,000. 


Fox (Fox Michigan) (5,100: 70- 
95'\—"“Dead Reckoning” (Col) (2d 
wk), Good $21,000. Last week, 


great $30,000. 


Madison ‘United Detroit) (1,866: 
50-60) — “Show-Off” (M-G) and 
“Home Sweet Homicide” (20th). 
Usual $2.300 in 3 days. Last week, 
“Killers” (U) and “Blithe Spirit” 
(M-G). $2.600 in 3 days. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.039: 


70-95 )—"*Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) 
and “Luckiest Guy in World” (M-G) 
(3d wk). Neat $20,000. Last week, 
powerful $32,000. 


Palms-State (United Detroit) (2,- 
1976: 70-95) — “Mighty McGurk” 


| (M-G) and “Born to Speed” (PRC). 

|Bangup $20,000. Last week. “Noc- 

iturne”’ f/(RKO) and “Ghost Goes 

Wild” (2d wk). $15.000. 
United Artists (United 

(1.941: 70-95)—‘Perfect 

| (Par) and “Mr. Hex” (Mono). 
24.000. Last week. 


Detroit) 


Solid 


Harold Lloyd’s comeback pic, “Sin | 
of Harold Diddlebock,” disappointed | 


approximately | 


| with 


Marriage” | 


“Love Laughs | 





Worst snow storm in six years and | 
near-zero temperatures sloughed 
business at Broadway deluxers last 
| Thursday (20) and Friday (21), with 
, the whole list of film theatres suf- 
fering. Slow transportation and fact 
that thousands, of suburbanites 
stayed home Friday and Saturday 
also cut In. Start of Lent last week 
also figures as no help this session 
although its influence ‘on the film 
boxoffice in N.Y, picture houses in 
recent years has not been big 

Pictures opening last Friday, such 
as “Nora Prentiss,” at the Holly- 
wood, and “I'll Be Yours,” at Win- 
ter Garden, especially took it on the 
ichin. Broadway was still digging | 
out on that day and patrons stayed 
ihome in droves. “Prentiss” shapes 
i best of these two newcomers. being 
| good $35,000 albeit not big. “Yours” 
| was pushed around by the crix and | 
| 
' 





likely will be lucky to land $18,000 | 
for initial week at the Garden, con- | 
| siderably below first 
| there 

Third new entry, 
End,” with gohnnie 
Regan Kathryn 
Brandwynne 
shaping up 
near in prospect, 


recent weeks 
“Beginning or 
Johnston, Paul 
Grayson, Nat 
band. at the Capitol, ts 
stoutly with $88.000 or 
It holds. “Strange 
Woman,” fourth newcomer, looks to 
hit big $37,000 or close for* first 
seven days at the Globe. 

But the real surprise package is 
the trade being garnered by “Mich- | 
igan Kid” at the bandbox Rialto. 
Despite the weather, this may hit 
| terrific $16,000, greatest the house 
| has done in two or three years, 


|; Just how badly Broadway houses | 
“Perfect Marriage” | 


were hit is indicated by the $9,000 
dip take by the Music Hall, the $37,- 
000 nosedive by the Roxy and the 
$11,000 plunge by the Paramount, a: 
compared with the previous week. 
Par opens “Suddenly It’s Spring” 
stageshow headed by Johnny 
Long band, Joan Edwards and 
Buddy Lester today (Wed.) 

“Sea of Grass’ comes into the Mu- 


sic Hall tomorrow (Thurs.) after 
five weeks of “The Yearling.” Lat- 
ter had a profitable run but biz 
hardly measured up io. critical! 
plaudits. “Song of Scheherazade” | 
opens also today at the Criterion 
after five strong weeks with “Dead 
Reckoning.” “Blaze of Noon” tees 
off March 4 at the tivoli and 
“Boomerang” is due at the Roxy. | 
March 5. “Angel and Bodman” | 
starts at the Gotham next Satur- | 


day (1) 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300: 95-$2.40) 
—“Best Years” (RKO) (16th wk). 
Off a bit this stanza due to storm at 
$43.000: last week. strong $44,500. 
Continues. 


Capitol (Loew's) (4,820: 80-$1.50) 
|—“Bevinning or End” (M-G) with 
i Johnnie Johnston, Paul Regan, | 


Kathryn Grayson, Nat Brandwynne 
(orch. Likely will hit $88,000. very 
, good considering for first week end- 
jing today (Wed.). Last week, “Lady 


|in Lake” (M-G) with stageshow 
| headed by Tex Beneke orch (4th 
wk). $57,000. 
Criterion (Loew's) (1.700:  60- 
| $1.25)—"Song of Scheherazade” (U). | 
Opens today (Wed.). Last week, | 
(Col) (5th wk), | 


| "Dead .Reckoning” 
| slipped to $19,000 after fancy $23,500 | 
for fourth. { 
Globe (Brandt) (1.500; 70-$.1.20)— | 
“Strange Woman” (UA). Shaping up 


“Mighty McGurk” (M-G) and “Great “Song of Scheherazade” is giving | eS ee) 6 ee | stoutly. with big $37,000 or close 
to Be Young” CORT, Oey | UA} Keith's its fattest round in weeks and | be get: Oh ait sot Meany A, serene ve ld — ie or mg 
ast week. “Strange Woman” (U: ae ‘ sts aihatee Pee I ally holds ead, m- 
— he aa nang ates (Mono), dead-heating “Mighiy Me‘surk” in derful Life’ (RKO) (9th wk), okay 
$2,000 the much larger Albee for top hon- STORM SLOUGHS D C An) oe 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-65) crs currently. A third new Diil, AP ag? — ae ee) 70-31 40)— 
— “Two Smart People” ss ~ “Cross My Heart.” is down under at BUT ‘JOLSON’ $25 000 Near $10,000 likely in. ight after 
oT. » © . hid < t- : a € d a S Si 
Talk: ANOR 0 ee ost eh the Palace. Holdovers are excep- modest $13,500 for second. both be- 
OM "Ace UA ee connte Oe. tionally strong | Washington, Feb. 25. ing badly trimmed by storm. “Angel 
“Mr. Ace” (¢ ) anc onn ~~ 4 : e Storm is = 7 wae ne. = 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3.100; 355-70)— 
“Mighty McGurk” ‘M-G). So-so $13,- 
000 or near. Last week, “13 Rue 
Madeleine” (20th), excellent $17,060 

Capitol (RKO) ‘2.000; 55-70)—*Till 
Ciouds Roll By” (M-G) (3d wk’. 
Swell $9,500 after smash $15,000 sec- 
oud round, Stays on. 


well-Jimmy Joy stage show at 20- 
B5c scale, big $20,000. : 

Paramount (Tristates) (3.000; 16- 
65)—"Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th). 
Average $11,000. Last week, “Humor- 
esque” (WB), thin $6,500. 


‘Undercurrent’ 146, Mont’! 


Montreal. Feb. 25. Family (RKO) (1.200: 55-79)— 
“Jolson Story” still is smash “) “Blue Skies’ (Par). Fifth downtown 
Loew's. “Dark Mirror,” at Capitol, oer nifty $4.500. Theatre will re- 


also shapes as okay holdover. “Un- 
dercurrent” is top newcomer. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol «CT) (2,700; 35-65)- “Dark 
Mirror” (U). Nice $12,500 for re- 
peat session after sock $14.200 open- 


sume double bills and twice-weekly 
changes alter policy deviation tor 
this film, 

Grand (RKO) (1.430; 55-70 )—*Sin- 
bad Sailor” ‘RKO) tm.o.). Gkay $8.- 


er. Latter was over hopes. 00. Last week, “Dead Reckoring” | 
Imperial (CT) (1,850: 30-50) — (Col) (2d wk ), mild $7,000. x 
“Africa Speaks” (Mascot) and “Sons Keith's (UP) 61,542: 55-70 )--"Song 
of Desert” (U). So-so $4.000. Last ' of Scheherazade (U)>. On the beam 
week. “Gallant Journey” (Col) and for great $12.000. Holds. Last week, 
“Lone Wolf in Mexico” (Col). $5,500. “Magic Bow" (U), slow $4,500. ; 
Loew's (CT) (2.800: 35-67'—‘Jol- Lyric’ (RKO) ¢1.400; 95-70) “It's 
son Storv” (Col) (2d wk). Solid Wonderful Lite "IRKO). Holdine on 
$19,500 aiter smash $22.500 opener. m.o, for fourth dow ntown week, 
a bit over expectancy. Hotsy $7.000. Last week $7900. 
Palace (CT) (2,300: 35-63)—"Un- Palace (RKO) (2,600: nya) 
dercurrent” (M-G). Sturdy $14.000. “Cross My Heart” «Par>d. Thin *9.000 
Last week. “Notorious Gentleman” ' Last week. “Sinbad Sailor’ (ine), 
(UA). $12,300. ects $20,000 _— 
Princess (CT) (2.300: 35-65) Shubert (RKO) (2.100: 59-70) 
“Chase” (UA) and “Dancerous Mil- “Madeleine” (20th) ¢m.o.).  #aitisn 
lions” «U). Nice $8.000. Last week. %7,000, Last week. “Blue Skie g (Par), 
“Show-Of" (M-G) and “Wife Want- faurth stanza on main stem, bis 
eu’ (20th), $8,200. 153.500, 
. >? 


snowing under grosses 
here. biz being off nearly 50% in 
some spots. “Jolson Story,” which is 
sock, appears the only film to beat 
the weather. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capite! (Loew's) (3.434; 44-80) — 
“Lady in Lake” (M-G) plus vaude 
(2d wk). Off to $17.000 after great 
$31.000 opener. 

Columbia (Loew's) (1,263: 44-70) 
—“Secret Heart” (M-G) (2d run). 
Okay $7,500. Last week. “Shocking 
Miss Pilgrim” (20th) (2d run), $8.- 
500. . 
Earle (WB) (2.154: 44-85) —‘‘Jolson 


Storv” (Col). Sock $25,000 despite 
weather. Last week, “Humoresque”™ 
(WB) (2d wk). $16,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.838: 44-80) — 
.“Wondertul Life’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
Nice $16,000 and would have been 
better except for blizzard. Last 


week. smash $23,000. 


Little (Miller) (285; $1.20-$2.40) 
“Henry V” (UA) (16th wk). Hold 
at 86.000. which is strong enough to 
keep this film going for weeks. Last 
week. same 

Metropolitan (WB) (1.513: 44-70) 

‘Beast Five Fingers” (WB). Big 
$10.000. Last week. “Saratoga Trunk” 
(WB) treissue!, $8,700 


Palace (Loew's) (2,370: 44-70) - 
‘Beginning or End” (M-G). Good 
$19.000 or near, not bad considering. 
Last week. “Cross My Heart” (Par), 


‘okay $13,000 in 6 days. 


and Badman” (Rep) opens next Sat- 
urday (1), 

Golden (UA) (767:  1.20-2.40)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (26th wk). A bit off 
from recent steady gait. being $8.000 
for 25th frame ended last Saturday 
(22); previous week was $9.000. 

Hollywood (WB) (1.499: 70-$1.10) 

“Nora Prentiss” (WB). Looks to 
hit good $35.000 for first week end- 
ing tomorrow ‘(Thurs.) despite mild 
crix appraisal. In ahead. “Humor- 
esque” (WB) (8th wk-five days), 
okay $21,000, 

Palace (RKO) (1,700: 60-$1.20 
“Sinbad” (RKO) (‘6th wk) Fifth 
stanza concluded yesterday ‘¢Tues.) 
felt imprint of storm, dropping down 


to $29,000. considerably off from re- 
cent pace here: fourth was fancy 
$35,000. Stays on. with “The 
Locket” (RKO? to be next attrac- 


tion 


Paramount (Par) (3.664: 55c-$1.50) 


“Suddenly It’s Spring” (Par) plus 
Johnny Long orch, Joan Edwards. 
Buddy Lester on stage. Opens today 
‘Wed. Last week. “Easy Come” 
(Par) with Ink Spots, Ella Fitzger- 
ald. Cootie Williams orch on stage 
(3d wk), dipped to $60,000 albeit not 
bad in view of weather: ‘second 
foirlvy good $71,000. 

Radio City Music Hall +‘ Rocke- 
fellers) (5.945: 80-$2.40) Yearling” 
(M-G! and stageshow (5th-final wk). 
Storm hurt Thursday night and early 
Fridav, but pickup was. substuntial 


| siderably 


Record Storm and Lent Dent Bway: 
Atom Pic-Stage Names Stout $88,000, 
‘Nora Oke 356 Durbin 186, Hedy 376 


after that. Likely will wind up at 
$113,000; fourth round trim $122,000. 
“Sea of Grass” (M-G) opens tomor- 


row (Thurs.). 

Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20-$2.40) 

“Stairway to Heaven” (U) (10th 
wk). Slipped to $9,000 for 9th round 
ended last (Tues.) night. storm hit- 
ting this urd: 8th was considerably 
better at $12.000 

Rialto (Maver ) (594 39-85 )— 
“Michigan Kid” (U) Opened very 
| big despite blizzard, and probably 
will hit terrific $16,000 or near, big- 
gest here two ol three vears, 
Nice campaign. especiall 1 papers, 
is helping In ahead 2 Sn Peo- 
ple” (M-G). mild $7,500 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092: 60-$1.25) 

“California” (Par) (7th-final wk). 
Off with remainder of street. and 


stays only one week 
stanza ended last 

Sagged to $19,000: 
“Blaze of ‘Noon” 

March 4. 


longe1 
Monday. (24) night 
fifth fine $26.000. 
(Par) comes in on 


Sixth 


Roxv (20th) (5,886 80-$1.50) 
“Miss Pilgrim” (20th) plus, on stage. 
Peter Lorre, Evelvn Knight. Gil 
Lamb (3d-final Storm hurt 

i th ls combo sevel \ yu Betty (ys able 
in film and nice stage lavouf will 
hold this to $80.000 for second week 
ended last (Tues.) night: opening 
round was big $117,000 albeit con- 


under hopes 


“Boomerang” 
(20th) opens March 5. 


State (Loew's) (3450: 55-$1.10) 
“Till Clouc Roll By” (M-G) (2d 
ron) (2d wk) with new vaude 
| headed bv Richard Himber orch. 
Remarkably good $29,000. in view of 
trend. Last wek. with Jackie 
Gleason. Harrison & Fisher heading 
stage, stron’ $36,000 and over hepes. 

Strand (WB) (2.756: 70-%1.50) 
“That Wav With Women” (WB) plus 
Claude Thornhill orch. Marthn Vick- 
ers. Alan Hale on stage (2d wk). 
Also a victim of wenther althouch 
not doing well as hoped Likely 
will sag to sround $40,000 for this 
initial holdover frame: first week 
was SO-S0 $49,000 below heves. 


“Pursued” (WB) next in. likely after 
three weeks of current bill 
Victoria (Maurer) (720: 70-$1,.20)— 


“Bedelia” (E-L) (3d wk). Staved com- 
parativels trong desvite weather, 
with $18 090 prospect this week: 
second $21.9000 Stavs on Smart 
comp mon th Britisher js paving 
off 
Winter Garden (UA) (1.312: 60- 
$1.20)—"T'11 Be Yours” (U) New 
Deanna Durbin not accleimed by 
}crix and doing mildly. Hrd storm 
| to contend with at outset. Looks to 
hit $18.000. or near for fist week 
erndin’ tomorrow (Thurs.): in ahe id, 


“Swell Guy” (U) (4th wk). $14,000. 


Mpls. Warmer, So Is Biz; 
Calif.” $22,000, ‘Lady’ 
$13,000, ‘Temptation’ 5G 


Minneapolis, Feb, 25. 
Of the three major newcomers, 
“California” and “Lady in the Lake” 


look toppers, both going = strong. 
Mixed opinions are holcinge back 


another entry, “Temptation.” The 


| high-flying “Jolson Story” continues 


to hit the higher boxoffice altitudes 


in its second Orpheum week. With 
more tavorable weather, biz is on 
the upgrade currently. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par) (900: 30-44)—‘Blind 


Spot” «Cold and “Wild West” (PRC). 


Satisfactory $2,060 in 5 days. Last 
week, “Lone Wolf in Mexico” (Col) 
and “Down Missouri Way” (PRC), 
$2.300 in 5 davs. 

Century (Par) (1,600: 50-70) — 
“Boom Town” (M-G) — trcissue), 
Good $8,000 Last week. “Abie’s 


Irish Rose” (UA), light $6,000. 
Gopher (Par) (1,000: 44)—*Flying 


Deuces” (Indie) = treissne) Big 
$5.000. Last weck. “Dancerous Mil- 
lions” (20th). light $2.500 in 6 days. 

Lyric (Par) (1.100: 50-72%) — 
“Shockine Miss Pi'*rim™  ¢29th) 
(m.o.). Fairly good $5,500 in oroas- 
pect. Last week. “13 Ru "dee 
leine” (20th) (2d wk). nive €5 609, 

Orpheam (RKO? 12800: W-70)— 
‘Folson Story” (Col) i? wk). 
Nothing but praise for this ore. Big 
$15,000 after colossal rr OOO first 
week, 

Radie Citv (Par?) +4000: 30-76)— 
“California” «Par). Civen big eame 
paign nd likely will get strong 
$22 000 or be * rey : ‘ Atics 
Pilgrim” (20th). $14.090 

RKO-Pan (RKO) +1 600: 50-70)— 
“Temotation” «U) Niix onoinions 
on this one. and light $5.000 looks 
about all. L eck. “M Disivict 
Attorney” (Coat). $7.500 

State (Par) (2,300: 50-70)—"“Lady 
in Lake” «(M-G). Picture is well re- 

rded, and looks to hit nice ST%.- 
000. Last week. “Cross My Heart” 
(Par). $10,000 

Uptown (Par) (1.000: 50-55 )>—“*Se- 
cret Heart” (M-G) (t(m.o.). Good 
$4.000 Last week. “Blue Skies”* 
iPar) (m.o.). bie $4,500. 


World (Mann) (350: 50-99) — 
“Brief Encounter” ¢U) (4ti wk). 
Steady $2000 after very good $2,800 
third. week. 
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A letter from Harry Arthur, of Fanchon and Marco, one of 
the leading exhibitors of the country, to Samuel Goldwyn: 


“Some producers have told me that | am 
the toughest exhibitor in the country to negoti- 
ate with. | have never had a reputation for 
giving a producer more than | thought he was 
entitled to. But after seeing ‘THE BEST YEARS 
OF OUR LIVES’, if you had asked for 80 or 90% 
you could have had it. And after seeing it for 
the second time, | am willing to pay you fo let 
us play it in our theatres.” ise 
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Revolutionary New Camera Ultimately’ 
May Save Film Biz Millions Per Annum 


Stranger Than— 

Development of the instan- 
taneous film process came as a 
shock to songwriter Gladys 
Shelley who built the first plot of 
last season's “Duchess Misbe-~ 
haves” around an amateur 
cameraman who used such a 





Revolution in 
methods that would save the indus- 
try millions a year is seen in the 


camera which turns out finished film 
as quickly as it is shot. Studio ex- 
perts foresee the new camera doing 
the need for “rushes” 


away with 


and thus saving a great amount of | 


valuable stage space occupied 
sets left standing until the director 
views the film and gives the okay 
for striking them. 

New camera was developed by 
tor of research of' the Polaroid Corp. 
A still version was demonstrated 
last Friday (21) by its inventor at a 
meeting of the Optical Society of 
America in New York. It accom- 
plishes in a single step all the pro- 
cessing operations of ordinary pho- 
tography. Turning a knob on the 
camera produces a positive print in 
permanent form. 

Land has not yet actually made a 
motion picture camera on the new 
principle, but stated his invention 
is “inherently adaptable” for such 
use. 
fined to still cameras, although it is 
expected that Polaroid will go ahead 
as soon as possible. with the action 
equipment. 

While it is entirely possible that 
the cameras will become available 
to Hollywood within a few years, 
no one anticipates that actual release 
prints or negatives from which they 
can be made will be forthcoming 
from the new device. 
not be available 


anticipated, will 


production method. 
Great Saving on ‘Rushes’ 


Advantage to the industry that is | 


seen, however, is the addition of one 
of the.new cameras on every set to 
provide on-the-spot “rushes.” Di- 
rector, as soon as he fingshes a 


scene. can walk right over and see | 


what he has on film. If he is satis- 
fied, the set can be struck and re- 
placed at once. If he’s not pleased, 
he can retake the’ scene then and 
there. 

Another moneysaver should be 
the elimination of four or five takes 
of a scene. which is a frequent habit 
of some directors, who later views 
all the takes and choose the one they 
want. This way, they can tell at 
once which take they prefer and 
stop shooting any more after they 
get one with which they are fully 
satisfied. 


In addition to the value of the 
new process in motion picture cam- 
eras, device may mean another sav- 
ing in that the industry is one of 
the world’s greatest users of stills. 
Hundreds of shots are made on sets 
every day and it will save myriad 
duplicate snaps when the photog can 
view the quality of his work imme- 


diately. 


A great advantage of the inven- 
is that ordinary film can be 
all the speeds, sizes and 
styles of conventional cameras. Land 
has invented several processes and 
in some of them the negative can 


tion 


used in 


be used to print additional copies. 
Device 


advances the 


through rollers. 


apart, the paper has become th 
finished picture. 


releases 
print. 


and fixing: 


Joan Leslie Goes Indie 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 





Culver Pictures, new film-produc- 
ing outfit. was organized here with 
James Allen, Oklahoma oil man, as 
prexy and Joan Leslie as chairman 


of the board. 


First production, with Miss Leslie 
starring, will be “The Hands of Ve- lactress to sail for London March 22} lands 


ronica,” based on an 
novel by Fannie Hurst. 


unpublished 


film production # 


Machinists Unit Asks 


announcement last week of a new 





by | 


ithat IAM pact would be terminated | 


; mately 


Edwin H. Land, president and direc- | to affiliate with Local 


Production at first will be con- | 





| Studios, reflects the switch and lists 


Perfection 
that. goes into release prints, it is | 
iney list is “Fun and Fancy Free,’ 
for years—if ever—from a one-step | 


is a not-too-intricate ad- 
dition to an ordinary camera, After 
a picture is snapped, turning a knob 
sensitized film and 
printing paper out of the camera, 
They are sand- 
wiched together and, when peeled 


gadget. 

Scripter Joe Bigelow, called in 
to doctor the play, threw out the 
invention, Miss Shelley said. He 
changed the amateur photog to 
an amateur painter, thinking the 
idea as too implausible. 


For Disney Bargaining 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

National Labor Relations Board 

will receive a demand by Cinema 














Lodge 1185, International Assn. of - 

Machinists, asking for bargaining | 

agent election at Walt Disney stu- | 1 Mm C § ave 
| dios. 


Local 1185 was notified by Disney | 


of 


- Way for New Pact 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

| Members of the Screen Publicists 

| Guild voted to accept, in principle, 


40 machinists on lot voted 


March 24, because apusens 1 
789, IATSE. 


IAM local is non-AFL. 





° ithe producers’ proposals for a new 
1isne S ore | working agreement. Drafting of the | 
| pact will get under way this week. | 


New ticket calls for a union shop 
|for publicists in studios, meaning 
| that outside flacks employed on the 


* 
To Live- 00 
|lots must become members of the 


Guild after a 30-day trial; two-week 
Feature Prods. 


vacations with pay every year, and 
After two decades of 


severance pay equal to one week for 

each year of service up to five years. 
Wage scale calls for a minimum of 

shorts and feature production, Walt 

Disney looks set for a steady diet of 

live action in combination with the 

pen work, with almost 50% of the 

footage on his four upcoming ‘pro- 

auctions devoted-to flesh. Cartoon- 

ery’s talent roster, all people signed 

for one-shots on loanout from other 


pass through picket lines 
physical danger is involved, 
Meanwhile, the Guild has organ- 














ciates, composed of unattached 


. | studio press agents, to solve current 
some of the top film and. music | 
names currently available. 


' : jor account signed by HPA was with 
Next release scheduled on the Dis- | 


ithe Mike Shores-Ben Reyes agency 
to conduct an eight-week publicity 


(Continued on page 30) campaign on Earl (Madman) Muntz. 





Briefs From the Lots 





Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Judy Garland returned to face the 
|cameras after an absence of nearly 
itwo years to co-star with Gene Kelly 
|in “The Pirate” at Metro ... Dorothy 
|Ford drew a comic role in “A 
Miracle Can Happen,” produced by 
Benedict Bogeaus and Burgess Mere- 
dith at General Service . . . Republic 
sent its “Springtime in the Sierras” 
to Walker's Ranch for 10 days of 
outdoor shooting ... William Bendix 
assigned to a top role in “Jeopardy” 
at Universal-International .. . Alfred 
Hitchcock using two camera crews 
for spectacular effects in murder 
trial sequences for the Selznick pro- 
duction, “The Paradine Case.” ... 
Pepe Romero inked as _ technical 
advisor on “Mystery in Mexico,” to 
be produced by RKO on its Churu- 
busco lot. 

Peter Lorre inked for a heavy 
role in “Crime Passionele,” to be 
produced and directed by John Auer 
at Republic ... Gene Fowler, Jr., 
checked in at Universal-International 
as production assistant to Nunnally 
Johnson on “Mr, Peabody and the 
Mermaid.” . . . Jan Pearce signed 
for operatic chores in the Deanna 
Durbin starrer, “For the Love of 
Mary,” at Universal-International .. 
Louis Lighton checked in from his 
Arizona ranch, where he collab- 
orated with Talbot Jennings on the 
script of his next production, “The 
Black Rose,” at 20th-Fox ... Her- 
man H. Larsen, former general 
manager of the Union Pacific Rail- 
road, signed by Paramount as tech- 


screenplays, their total Hopalong 
Cassidy program for 1947, ready for 
shooting by April 4, with four al- 
ready completed . .. Warners started 
filming “Let's Sing a Song About the 
Moonlight,” third musical in the 
Memory Lane series of shorts, with 
Jack Scholl directing for Gordon 
Hollingshead, producer Uni- 
versal - International borrowed 
William Hornbeck from Liberty to 
supervise’ editing on the Fred Mac- 
Murray-Ava Gardner starrer, “Sing- 
apore.” . . . Porter Hall and Philip 
Dorn added to cast. . . : 


Al Jarvis inked as technical ad- 
visor to coach Deanna Durbin in 
disk jockey sequences in “For the 
Love of Mary” at Universal-Inter- 
national . . . Alexis Minotis, Grecian 
legit star, signed for a featured role 
in “Atlantis,” to be produced by 
Seymour Nebenzal . . . Leopoldine 
Konstantin was handed the mother 
role in “Cali Northside 777,” docu- 
mentary film at 20th-Fox .. . Liter- 
ary Guild selection for May, “The 
Tin Flute,” authored by Gabrielle 
Roy, was bought for film production 
by Universal-International. . . 


Paramount, is stepping on the gas 
to establish a new studio speed 
record, aiming at the release of 
“Blaze of Noon” at the _ Rivoli 
theatre, New York, March 4. Picture 
went before the lenses Jan. 4. 

Argosy will release its first -pic- 
ture, “The Fugitive,” in one hour 
and 50 minutes running time, more 
than one reel] longer than originally 
scheduled . .. Robert Siodmak leaves 


_ 
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| coon,” “Indian Summer” and “If You | 
| Knew Susie,” 


| 
| 


cartoon | $156 weekly for seniors, with provi- | 
sions for wage increases if the cost | 
of living goes up. Under the new | 
terms, flacks will not be required to | 
where | 


ized the Hollywood Publicity Asso- | 





~ Church Angle 





RKO Readies 10 Films 


For March, April Start 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


Eight and possibly 10 features will 
face the lenses in March and April 
RKO, where three films, “Ty- 


are currently in work. 
Slated to start within the next two 
months are “Mourning Becomes 


| Electra.” “Memory of Love,” “News- | 


a1 
boys Home,” “Wild Horse’ Mesa,’ 
“Return of the Badman,” “Dick 
Tracy vs. Dr. Nerves” and several 


others still to be announced. 





Studio Space No 
Longer Bugaboo 
For Producers 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Housing situation, as far as studio 
space is concerned, is no longer 
acute in Hollywood. Independent 
producers who were clamoring for 


| filming accommodations six months 
ago are now assured of plenty of | 


is the current 
indie production, 


room. One reason 
dwindling of 


unemployment problems. First ma- | prompted by the local tax collector, 
iw 


|of year slapping assessments on ex- | 


ho prowls the studios at this time 


posed: film. Another reason is the 
\slowdown of production on _ the 
|major lots, together with the in- | 


| crease of space in rental studios. 


| Edward Nassour recently opened 
|his new studio with two stages avail- 
able and three more slated for early 
completition. The new Equity lot, 
with nine stages almost completed, 
| will be ready in another month, all 
j}on a rental basis. General Service 
and Hal Roach are each building one 
new sound stage, and Charles Chap- 
lin will offer room to producers 
when he washes up his current pro- 
duction,*“Monsieur Verdoux.” Mean- 
while, studios are projected in Las 
Vegas and Tucson for use by film 


| troupes requiring western locations. 


P-T Loads Literary 
Guns for Hypo Work 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Pine-Thomas unit, ‘producing for 
Paramount release, has a total of 
nine scripts completed and ready for 
shooting and two more in the writ- 





ule calls for only six features. Idea 
is that the unit may be called on for 
added production before the year is 
over. 

Ready for filming are “Big Téwn 
| After Midnight,” “Hardboiled,” 
— to Kill,” “Mr. Reckless,” “Me 
land My Dog,” “Liquid Gold,” 
|‘‘Waterfront at Midnight” and two 
still untitled. Two in preparation 
lare “Harbor Patrol” and one un- 
titled. 








‘Day Checks Out of Top 
Artist Post at 20th 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Richard Day, chief of the art de- 


ing mill, although its annual sched- 





100 Duel’ Dates in Texas Stalled: — 


May Be a Factor 


+ Flock of rumors were being 

bandied about in the trade this week 
for the unexpected postponement jy 
David O. Selznick of some 100 dates 
for “Duel in the Sun,” which were 
| scheduled to.start Monday (24) and 
| continue during the next few weeks 
\in Texas and California. Selznickites 
| insisted, however, that there was 
nothing more behind the postpone- 
ments than lack of availability of 
the 


stars who were promised to 
Texas’ Interstate circuit for the 
| preem there. 

Selznick explanation was backed 
up by Bob O'Donnell, Interstate 
Circuit chief, who revealed he 
‘forced postponement because Selz. 


nick could guarante only the pres. 
ence of Gregory Peck and no other 


|important names. He said he has 
}postponed the opening until mid- 
April and will cancel the picture 
only if it is banned in toto by the 


Legion of Decency. 
| In the meantime, Selznick Releas- 
ing Organization finally set a deal 


for the physical handling of its 
product. Arrangement is with a 
group of. film trucking outfits which 
banded together to provide a . 
tional network of depots in exchange 
cities. Outfit, tagged National Film 


| Distributors, Ine. is headed by 
James Clark, prexy of Clark Film 
Distributors, Philly “and Washington 
haulers. 
Depots in 21 Cities 
NED is providing: depots in 21 
cities to start, but can easily exparfd, 
it is said, to the other 10 exchange 
, cities as soon as SRO requires. It is 
expected that the outfit will en- 
deavor to line up other indie distribs 
for physical handling of their pix, 
offering a service not heretofore 
|available in a central agency to 
store, inspect and ship prints. 
“Duel” ‘preem in Amarillo, Dallas, 
| Fort Worth, Houston, San Antonio 
land other cities was to be featured 
_by the presence of Gregory Peck, 
Jennifer Jones, Joseph Cotten and 
| Shirley Temple. Selznick office ex- 
| plained that delays in the openings, 
' brought about previously by the 
| Technicolor strike halting print de- 
|livery, now found Peck working in 
|“Paradine Case” and Cotten and 
| Miss Jones in New York for filming 
iof “Portrait of Jenny.” Both 
| Selznick productions. 
Region’s Attitude 
One of the reports making rounds 
| of N, Y. distribution circles was that 
at least contributing to the.postpone- 
ment was failure of the Legion of 
, Decency yet to give an opinion on 
_“Duel’s” acceptability. Catholic body 
viewed the pic almost three weeks 
ago. It usually gives a decision 
, within a few days. Lending credence 
| to this as a contributory cause was 
(the continuing campaign against 
'“Duel” in the Los Angeles arch- 
diocese, with 215 branches of the 
Holy Name Society there asked, last 
week to boycott the picture. It is 
| thought that Selznick perhaps did 
| not want to risk further crackdowns 
| by the church prior to editing 
| “Duel” to satisfaction of its re- 
; viewers. 
Given less credence in the trade 
| Was a report that Selznick called for 
|the postponements while working 
out a deal with a major to turn the 
pic over to it for release, a move 
which would mean abandaqnment of 
SRO. Recent expansion of the dis- 
| tribution organization, plus the ink- 
|ing of the physical handling deal, 
| makes such a move seem unlikely, 
, although few insiders fee] it im- 
| possible, 


are 














As Gn er No nical advisor on “Whispering Smith.” 


passes through the rollers, pressure 
breaks a tiny sealed container at- 
tached to the printing paper. This 
a few drops of chemical 
mixture that spreads between film 
and paper. That develops the nega- 
tive and simultaneously makes the 
Each container holds just 
enough chemical for a single picture. 
Principal -chemicals in the container 
are the usual ones for developing 


. . . Anatol Litvak’s next director 
chore will be “The Snake Pit,” to 
be produced by Robert Bassler at 
20th-Fox. © 

Four features were added to 
William J. O’Sullivan’s production 
program at Republic. “Down Tahiti 
Way” and “Singapore Sal” are slated 
for filming in Trucolor and “Dare- 
devils of the Sky” in black and 


as a starrer for Roy Rogers. 

Eagle-Lion inked George Brent 
to co-star with Virginia Mayo in the 
forthcoming “Out of the Blue.” Pic- 
ture, based on the Vera Caspary 
novel, will be produced by I. G. 
Goldsmith and directed by Leigh 
Jason. 

David O. Selznick is rushing scenes 





white. 
Republic bought “The Golden | 
Stallion,” to be filmed in Trucolor 





for New York March 1 with a print 
of his latest producer-director stint, 
“Time Out of Mind.” , . . Second 
feature on Sam Katzman’s 1947 pro- 
duction program for Columbia re- 
lease will be “Sweet Genevieve,” 
Slated to start in April ... Virginia 
Weidler draws a featured role in 
“Three Is a Crowd,” to be filmed 
independently by Sidney Miller... 
Rita Johnson canceled an eastern 
trip to take one of the femme leads 
in “The Big Clock” at Paramount. , . 
tier” as the first of a new series of 


Allan Lane western starrers to be | 


produced by Gordon Kay and di- 
rected by Phil Ford .. . Eagle-Lion 
sent “The Red Stallion” back into 
work for a week of added scenes, 
with Guy Kibbee as a new member 
of the cast . . . Republic’s “Wake of 
the Red Witch” unit returned from 


involving Ann Todd in “The Para-|a month of background shooting in 


dine Case” to enable the British} Honolulu and the Marquesa Is- 
... RKO bought “Bodyguard,” 
.. . William Boyd and Lewis J.| authored by Robert Altman and 


Rachmil will have a total of seven| George George . . . Carole Landis ' 





partment at 20th-Fox and winner of | 
Scribs Offer Strike Aid 














initenas 
an 


| story 


five Academy awards, obtained re- 
probably freelance. | Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
| several times, preferring actual art strike in a wire to the Producers 
| candidate for a sixth Oscar, for his Copies of the telegram were sent 
succeed Day as 20th’s chief of art hasbeen 
Exiting PRC as a_ producer, 
. c : | field, 
Charles Korvin, Universal-Inter- for his “Lady from 
| Six weeks, obtained a release from! Welsch also has “Yankee Doodle 
Korvin was suspended for refusal buying three more to fill 


lease from his contract, which had | 
more than three years to go, and will 
Since his return from the Marine Screen Writers Guild offered its 
| Corps, Day has requested his release | *©'¥'*®* ee ee eters 
| direction to executive work as de- Assn. a ae mene Lavery: 
|partment head, Currently he is a | >“& Prexy. 
| work on “The Razor's Edge.” to E. J. Mannix, the Screen Actors 
Ly] ¢ Guild and the Screen Directors 
4yle Wheeler has been named to 
| department, 
| | Welsch’s Own Indie Co. 
on Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
| Korvin Bows Out at U-]_ | essing prc” 
| Howare elsch plans to enter inal 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. | with Constance Bennett re- 
vor ported signed 
national thesp under suspension for | Lloyd's.” Arthur Lubin will direct. 
his contract and checked out to con- Hayride” and “Free to Kill” on his 
sider a new studio affiliation. | property slate. He 
to play a role in “Jeopardy,” 
taken over by Vincent Price, ‘ 


out 


later | annual slate of six films. 
Jerry Briskin also ankled PRC. 
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On Broadway and Main Street——"BEDELIA” is BOX OFFICE! 
7 Ed Emanuel says, of the Harrisburg ond Reading (Pa.) : 
> ““Tavut a * 
| cinema! 





Twin World Premieres, “Proves beyond doubt that 
‘BEDELIA’ will do outstanding business!” 
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‘Cleo’ Figures $2,250,000 From U. S. 
Market; ‘Henry’ Bigger on Profit 





With $1,790,000 in the till and 
gome 3,200 contracts yet to be played 
off, “Caesar & Cleopatra” (UA) ap- 
pears certain to be the British 
picture industry's alltime top grosser 
in the United States. Record was 
held by Noel Coward’s “In Which 
We Serve,” on which United Artists 
garnered $1,800,000 in film pac ag 
“Goodbye Mr. Chips’ ’took in about | 
$2,000,000, but it was produced by 
an American company’ (Metro) 
England, rather than by the British 





in | 


| current 





Bischoff Nixes China Lens’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


Sam Bischoff called off plans to | 
send a camera crew to China to 
shoot backgrounds for his forthcom- | 
ing production, “Intrigue,” starring 
George Raft. | 

Reason for the cancellation is the 
unrest in Shanghai, where 
is localed. 


the story 


industry itself. 

Distributor’s gross on “Cleo,” it 
is now estimated, will run about, 
$2,250,000 when the remaining dates | 


* © + 
British Readying: 
are played off. Out of that must | = 
come $500,000 spent on the advertis- | 
ing-publicity campaign, plus the cost | or ore 0 or IX 
} 


of the 300 Technicolor prints of the 
lengthy production, Out of the weit 


come from “Cleo” realized by the! 
output and a tremendous expansion 


British also must come UA’s 25% 
distribution fee. ‘in 16m. distribution, according to 


Despite the larger gross on “Cleo,” | William M. Harcourt, managing di- | 
top profit-maker for the English in-| rector of Denham Laboratories, | 
dustry in the U. S. will’be “Henry | largest in Europe, Every lab ma- 


British film industry is rapidly 
tooling for a sharp boost in color pix 





V.” according to present indications. | chine currently constructed and in- 
It is anticipated however, that | stalled in England, is so designed as 
“Great Expectations,” which is|to serve ultimately in the processing 


booked into the Music Hall, N. Y.,| of integral tripack color (AGFA and 
will eventually knock off both | ANSCO) by the mere addition of 
“Cleo” and “Henry.” further units, Harcourt said. 
“Henry’s’ crown as a profit- | Output capacity for 16m is being 
garnerer is being gained via the /enlarged to 10 times its present po- | 
very special type distribution it is’ tential, Harcourt said, so that Den- | 
getting by United Artists. It is be- ham alone will be able to process | 
ing roadshown exclusively, in houses | several million feet weekly. With 
rented by UA on a four-walls basis. | that in mind, and under orders from 
Advertising is being held to a mini-| J. Arthur Rank, Denham owner, all 
mum and the net return to UA out) new printing machines are designed 
of theatre grosses is between 50 and | for multiple operation so that they 
51%. That’s considerably higher | can turn out both 35m and 16m 
than. terms obtainable on other! prints, interchangeably. 
British pix. Out of UA’s gross must) Barred. from purchasing equip- 
also come, of course, the distrib’s | ment from American manufacturers 
fee before returns are forwarded tO| because of currency _ restrictions, 
the J. Arthur Rank organization, | British film labs have designed their | 
which produced the Shaw film. own machinery and, in so doing, 
“Henry” has only pliyed a total of ‘have speeded up production to the 
35 dates and UA has in its cash box point where output is now double 
on the picture $890,000. That's clear | that of pre-war capacity. Harcourt 
profit after all costs are taken out.|is currently in the U. S. to swap 
gt will have about a million dollars | ideas with Nick Tronolone, Pathe | 
by the end of its first year of dis- | Industries’ veepee, and to 0.0. film | 
tribution in April. processing methods both on the’ 
Here are net returns on “Henry” | Coast and in the east. 
in major engagements to date: British processors are working in- 


} 


New York ......35 weeks* $275,006| tensely on the AGFA tripack color 
I 5 oo oh es 35 weeks 99,000 system and perfection of a native | 
Les Angeles ....22 weeks 75,000 | process is inevitable, according to 
San Francisco ..19 weeks* 69,000 | Harcourt. Then producers plan to 
Washington ..... 14 weeks* 40,000 | swing into heavy color production 
Chicage ......... 22 weeks 40,000 | since they’fe convinced that the fu- 
Ph ladelphia .... 7 weeks* 30,000 ture of entertainment films lies in 


ended : that direction, 
* Still running. 


Fourteen new engagements on 
“Henry” are set and will open with- 
in the next few weeks. 


Universal Eyes 7506 
To Bally ‘Expectations’ 


Hopped up over the spring book- 
ing in Radio City Music Hall snared 
by J. Arthur Rank’s “Great Expec- 
tations,” Universal execs are burn- 
ing the trans-Atlantic cables in an 
effort to snare a $750,000 exploita- 
tion budget for the pic. Original 
Outlay figure was set at $400,000. 


Radical switch in expenditures 
¢an't be put through without appro- 
val of Rank, hence the current pres- 
sure. Universal’s company execs 
expect “Expectations” to be'‘one of 
its top grossers from England in 
1947. 

“Expectations” is a Cineguild pro- 
duction dramatizing the Charles 
Dickens novel of the same title. 
Starring John Mills and Valerie 
Hobson, film was directed by David 

‘Lean. The story has been filmed 
several times previously. 

Universal is also slotting a man- 
sized ad budget of $850,000 for com- 
pany’s “The Egg and I.” Drive has 
already started with a series of 
teaser ads in metropolitan newspa- 
pers throughout the country. 





Grainger’s Color Optimism 
Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 25. 

“All motion pictures will be pro- 
duced in color within two years,” 
James R. Grainger, executive vice- 
president of Republic Pictures, pre- 
dicted here. Grainger was in the 
city to confer with Cy Dillon, Char- 
lotte manager of the corporation. He 
was accompanied by Walter L. Titus, 
southern district manager of Re- 
public. 


Film Classics Now Owns 
100% of Its 13 Branches 


Continuing its move toward es- 
tablishment of a nationwide ex- 











/quired its fourth fully-owned 
branch in a month. All four have 
| been bought up since Joe Bernhard, 
former Warner Bros. theatre topper 
and producer, bought into FC and 
became its prexy. 


Latest acquisition of an exchange 
formerly operated independently on 
a states-right basis of distribution 
of FC's reissues was St. Louis. It 
belonged to Andy Dietz. It made 
|FC’s 13th wholly-owned branch and 
| gave the reissue outfit coverage of 
; more than 50% of the country. 


FC also strengthened its sales 
force by adding George Waldman as 
|metropolitan district manager in 


Catholics Name Showmen 
New York, a newly-created post. 


Pay" + rege Bet, Ped agg Pe Waldman was formerly in the WB 
New York Catholic Charities drive. sales and theatre departments. 
John J, O'Connor, Universal veepee, - - 
is chairman of the motion: pictures Siegel Draws ‘Lydia’ 
committee of the Cardinal’s Commit- 
tee of the Laity for the Drive. Bert t Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Sanford of Altec Service has been First producer chore for Sol Siegel 
named vice-chairman. jon the 20th-Fox lot will be “Lydia 
Frank C. Walker is treasurer of the | Bailey,” based on the bestselling 
committee and George J. Schaefer, "°vel by Kenneth Roberts. 
Siegel recently shifted from Para- 
mount, where he had been a pro- 
ducer for four years. 














asst’ treas. O’Connor has named some 
80 film biz execs to serve in the cam- 


paign. 





change setup for distribution of new | 
product, Film Classics last week ac- | 


Interwood Onto ‘Street’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
William Cameron Menzies will 
produce and Sam Wood will direct 
“Purgatory Street,” next picture by 
Interwood for Universa)-Interna- 
tional release. 


Pair worked as a team on the re- | 


cently completed “Ivy.” 


‘Henry’ Skips St. Paul 
For Mpls., So Papers 
Drop Publicity for ‘Slur’ 


Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 

St. Paul newspapers, owned by 
Ridder interests, penalizing | 
United Artists’ “Henry V” because it | 
passed up their own town for an ex- 
clusive roadshow engagement here. 
They advised Jim Keefe, handling 
the pictures’ publicity, that on ac- 
count of the “slur” to St. Paul, 
they'd not give the attraction any 
publicity or review it. His protests 
and those of Leo Murray, manager 
the Lyceum, local legitimate 
roadshow house, where “Henry V” 





are 


Mandatory U.S. Aid Brit. Economy By 
Buying Their Product, Including Pix 


a 





Film Appeal Clicks 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

* With two more weeks to go, con- 
tributors to the film industry’s an- 
nual United Appeal have reached 
$1,286,718 from 20,487 donors, an 
average of $62.81, and an increase 
over last year’s donations. 

Metro maintained the lead in stu- 
dio contributions with a total of 
$191,450. 


Drop Mpls. New 
Theatres Drive 


Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 








will be shown twice a day at $2.40 
top, were in vain. 


A similar situation occurred sev- 
eral seasons ago when Ethel Barry- 
more in “Corn Is Green” played an 
exclusive Twin City engagement in 
Minneapolis. At that time, Ridder 


Action drew a strong written scold- 
ing from Murray. This time the 
sheets are backing water to the ex- 
tent of accepting the “Henry V” 
paid display ads. 

Murray here points out that 
Minneapolis newspapers go all out 
in plugging St. Paul events, such as 
the annual winter carnival. He as- 
sails the Ridders for “petty jeal- 
ousy.” Local interests, taking up 
cudgels in Lyceum’s behalf, threaten 
to revive the feuding which used to 
mark the relations between Minne- 
apolis and St. Paul before the for- 
mer far outstripped the latter in 
population and as a show town, 

Ridders blew their top a few years 
ago when Variety published a story 
out of Minneapolis calling St. Paul 
“a poor show town.” 





Bergman's Prattfall 





U Adman Sees Equine Rebellion 
Vs. Edict on No-More-Westerns 





| Editor, VARIETY: 

| The question that bothers me, in 
addition to atom control, good neigh- 
bor policy and penetration, is how to 
get along with horses, 

For three weeks I have been keep- 
ing company with-a plaster cast be- 
cause a horse decided he didn’t like 
movie advertising men and threw 
me for a few picas. Why a horse 
should throw me, an old friend of 
the equine family, is a matter I 
| have not clarified. I have certain 
theories among which is one based 
upon the stigma complex. I have 
a feeling that the horse found out 
that Universal gave up westerns and 
considered me part of the plot to 
stain the name of western horses 
with this shame. 

On the other hand, the horse 
could not have been this parochial 
about Universal. We still employ 
horses and certainly no edict has 
‘come from the magi that these 
beasts are to be barred from the lot. 

To take a broader view, this horse 
must have heard about “Black 
Beauty” and the fine public relations 
;accomplished for horses through 
| this film. 
| No, there was something beyond 
this. You see, I had ridden this same 
{horse three days before his refrac- 
| tion. I was visiting a ranch owned 
| by a very fine man (a producer) who 
| really loves horses, 

However the first day we rode, we 
| discussed the scenery and horseman- 
iship. The second day we got on a 
jfew scripts. The third day we dis- 

cussed the relative merits of news- 
paper as against magazine adver- 
tising for the purposes of acquiring 
penetration. Then we got into title 
discussions. Want - to - see - pre - sold 
| values, and before we knew we were 
ino longer home on the range but 
| back in the studio. 

“We even got into sales policy and 
an interpretation of the decree. 

This, I think, was the contretemps 
that induced atavistic tendencies in 
my mount. 

The animal got fed up with all this 
talk and finally decided to rebel. He 
calculated that if a man wanted to 
be a cowboy for a weekend the 
least he could do would be to keep 
j his mind on his seat where it gen- 
erally is anyhow. 

Maurice Bergman, 








With the abandonment of one pro- 
|posed new theatre construction 
iproject and deferment of another 
| for at least a year, a bone of conten- 
ition among Minneapolis independent 
|exhibitors has been eliminated. As a 
lresult, local exhibitors apparently 


iwill be free from new theatre com- 


|newspapers even refused to accept | petition until 1949. 
jany paid advertising for attraction. | 


Ted Bolnick, associated with 
Bennie Berger in the ownership of 
la theatre circuit and the chain’s gen- 
eral manager, announced he has 
given up plans to build his proposed 
'neighborhood house that was violent- 
ly opposed by the Minneapolis unit 
of North Central Allied of “which 
Berger is prexy. The Minneapolis in- 
dependents were carrying their 
fight against a permit for Bolnick to 
| the city council. Despite the opposi- 
tion, Bolnick had declared he'd fight 
|for the permit and build as soon as 
| conditions were better. He and Ber- 
| ger denied the charge that the latter 
| was to be interested in the project. 


' The other opposed theatre is one 
| to be built by the Volk Brothers, in- 
| dependent circuit owners, and for 
which they were successful in ob- 
taining a permit. They now say they 
won't consider building until the 
summer of 1948. 








$200,000 House for Houston 
Houston, Feb. 25. 

Construction will get under way 
here soon on a new theatre to be 
built by B. C. Gibson and Fred V. 
Cannatta. House will cost about 
$200,000. ' 

The Plaza, newly redecorated and 
equipped, will be reopened at San 
Marcos by the Interstate Theatres. 

The Majestic, a new 875 seat house, 
has been opened at Eastland by the 
Interstate Theatres Circuit. Aubrey 
Van Hoy is manager. 

The Texas, which was damaged by 
fire, has been rebuilt and will be 
reopened’ at Waco by Interstate 
Theatres, ’ ‘ 


-_ _ _- 


Vets Setting Up Houses 
Albany, Feb. 25. 

Former servicemen are opening 
theatres in several small towns of 
the Albany district which at present 
have no motion picture shows. A 
house is in the process of construc- 
jtion at Altona, in northern New 
York, by an ex-GI named Devo. 
Another veteran is reported to be 
preparing for operation in Three- 
Mile Bay, a fishing hamlet near 
Alexandria Bay. He is said to have 
surplus Army projéction equipment. 

Two returnees, Don Pedro and 
Frank Fitzgibbons, are opening a 
125-seat theatre in a hall at Fonda, 
in the Mohawk Valley. They have 
purchased portable equipment. 
Fonda has been filmless for some 
time. 


Veterans are already operating 
established threates in Troy, Rens- 
selaer, Long Lake, Sherburne, and 
several other situations serviced by 
Albany exchanges. In Troy, Joe 
| Farnam, an ex-Marine, recently re- 
|lighted the Lansing, owned by 
Charles Wilson, of the Bijou. 





, CPA Okays 4 Theatre Projects 

Washington, Feb. 25. 
Handful of theatre projects were 
okayed here during the past week 
by the CPA facilities review com- 
mittee, They include a $30,000 the- 
atre for R. O. and K. E. Pepper, at 
St. Croix Falls, Wis.; $11,500 for a 
new Quonset hut theatre to be 
erected by J. B. McCormack, Jr., at 
Phoenix, Ariz.; $8,500 to continue 
work on an auditorium and theatre 
at Crossnore, N. C.; and a $2,500 
theatre project for Sam Bogo, at 
Leesville, S. C. 





+ England's desperate econom; 
has put the US. film industry 
eign business at the crossrog 
cording to Murray Silversto, 
Fox International prez, just returned 
from a month's tour abroad. Whether 
America takes the road leading “to 
financial disaster for both countries 
or the rehabilitation of Enylish econe 
omy depends on America’s w “ 
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illing. 

ness to buy British product. tore 8 
ing films, Silverstone declared. 

Britain’s back is up against the 

| wall because of a lack of dollar ex. 

change brought on by the fiy. years 

exhaustion of the war, the foreign 


exec declared, adding that 75%, of 
American foreign take from films is 
hanging on solution of this problem 
Best, quickest and easiest way out 
for both countries is to have the 
U.S. film industry, particularly the 
exhib end, encourage and support 
British production of pictures for 
the international market. It’s the only 
way, Silverstone said, that Britain 
can obtain sufficient foreign currency 
to pay off American distributors. 


If, however, U.S. exhibs close the 
door on British product, then, he 
said, the British will pass a new 
quota law that will knock U‘S. films 
off their feet. Although Silverstone 
opined that Britain will never bar 
free entry of American films into 
their country, restriction of playing 
time for U.S. films would accomplish 
same end of limiting the outward 
dollar flow. 


Silverstone suggested that Erie 
Johnston, Motion Picture Assn. head, 
and several top picture company 
execs in this country sit down with 
British officials and work an 
equitable arrangement. Johnston 
would have a decisive ace-in-the- 
hole in such talks, Silverstone stated, 
if he were armed with a pledge from 
U.S. exhibs to give adequate play- 
ing time to good British films. 


UA Stock 


Continued from page 3 


out 















third interest by holding on to the 
total of their 4,000 shares after they 
are split. By voting together they 
will thus continue to control the 
company, while bringing into its 
operation the fresh viewpoint of di- 
rectors elected by public stockhold- 
ers. 
Ex-‘Stooge’-Directors 

* Another change in the board will 
see an independent directorate 
charged with using its own best 
judgment in behalf of the company. 
These changes probably will come 
about at the annual stockholders’ 
meeting in May. In the past, direc- 
tors have operated under direct 
control of the particular stockholder 
whom they represented. 


Miss Pickford and Chaplin are 
determined that they will take ad- 
vantage of the present plethora of 
product available to the company to 
avoid repeating the error that has 
plagued UA time after time since its 
founding by them, Douglas Fair- 
banks and D. W. Griffith in 191% 
That error—or necessity, as they seé 
it, has been the taking into the part- 
nership of an active producer with 
the hope that he'll provide the com- 
pany with needed quality films. In 
practically every case this practice 
ended up badly for UA, with dis 
sension centering around the pro- 
ducer taken in, 

A producer making a considerable 
number of pictures has always un 
derstandably had more personal ine 
terest in his product than in the 
company’s general welfare. Miss 
Pickford and Chaplin, producers of 
no, films over long periods of years, 
have been more interested in the 
company itself, and this divergence , 
has always led to trouble. 


With public ownership of - 
third block of stock, Miss Sgr 
inter- 


and Chaplin see an end to the inte 
necine quarrels and a new stability 
which will attract top manpower ‘0 
the distribution organization. Thats 
why they are so pleased with the 
Selznick settlement and why they 





consider it cheap. They figure = 
they can more than make UP a 
whatever it cost—actually abou 


| $1,700,000—by reorganizing the wee 
| pany and starting it off on the righ 
\foot toward being a sturdy, busi 
nesslike concern, rather than 4 Oe 
| ducer’s “cooperative” that has A 
;almost its entire 28-year existence 


been distinguished by a lack of 
' operation, 
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, PRODUCERS RELEASING CORPORATION 
is privileged to bring back these 
2 : | 
= 
! Produced by Edward Small with great stars of current box-office stature . . . mag- 
nificent in production . . celebrated in titles, these nine famed pictures will be 
y 2 . 

made available during the 1947-48 season through the nationwide sales organi- 
: zation of Producers Releasing Corporation. 
| 
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: “KIT CARSON” AND 

“THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS” 
AVAILABLE FOR BOOKING NOW! 
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Laudy Lawrence 2-Day Pre-Trial Exam 
By Frohlich Touches on Many Things 


Multitudinous activities.of Laudy # 
Lawrence while he was top ranking | 
exec of Sir Alexander Korda’s Lon- | 
don Films were not contrary. to 
Korda’s interests nor violative of his 
employment pact, Lawrence claimed 
in a two-day pre-trial duel with 
Louis D. (Schwartz &) Frohlich, 
Korda’s lawyer. Examined in his 





Furor on Licensing 
Of 16m Projectionists 


Washington, Feb. 25. 
Government film people are up in 
arms here in opposition to a drive 
to force the licensing of 16m _ pro- 


SGP’s H’wood Conclave 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Screen Guild Productions will hold 
a five-day national sales meeting 
and election of officers here, starting 
May 12, with around 80 executives, 
franchise holders, branch managers 
and salesmen in attendance. 

Among the home office reps will 
be John J. Jones, president; Robert 
L. Lippert, veepee in charge of sales 
and distribution, and Francis A. 
Bateman, general sales chief. 








jectionists. Move is backed by Local 
224 of the projectionists union, j 

Scrap emerged into the open last | 
week at a meeting of the Washing- | 


breach of contract suit which seeks 
to hit Korda for $302,000 damages 
and force sale of London stock at 
1/20 its face value, Lawrence sought 


t loin atone some transactions as ton Film Council at which it was | 
ms ae ae or rd sewed ho wonia pointed out that the $65 licenses 
“a fe ; a ; PP me aii with- | might result in churches and schools 
ee, ee mee: dropping their motion picture pro)- 
out compensation to himself or 


ects. It was argued that 16m is non- 
inflammable and that therefore no 
safety hazard is involved. 


New Haven Gets 
Variety Charter 


New Haven, Feb. 25. | 


Homeoffice of the national Variety | 


hurt to his employer; while still 
others, he denied in entirety. 
Example of the sparring that went 
on is the case of a certain Miss 
Chauvire, French actress not other- 
wise identified. In April, 1946, David 
©. Selznick asked Lawrence to 
dicker for an option on her. Law- 
rence claimed he turned the matter 
ever to a friend, Frank Vogel, who 
used the former’s Paris office as-a 
business hq. and that he had nothing 
further to do with the deal. Froh- 
lich and Lawrence tussled over the 

















Clubs is currently passing on a new 





point ef whether Selznick was a 

competitor of Korda and what, if hewan set for New Haven. Tents from 
any compensation earning oA ~ other cities are unanimous so far in | 
ceived. Anyway, Lawrence said at- dicate tat aliet dimibineiian 

ter much to-do, Korda knew all | PP g ; pp? we 
about the transaction and had New Haven group will set up in 


|the Taft Hotel, adjacent to film row. 
|Charter officeholders are chief bar- 
ker, Barney Pitkins, branch man- 
ager for RKO; chairman, Carl Goe, 
Warner Bros. branch manager; first 
in | assistant chief barker, Jacob B. Fish- 
an ambiguous cable. Lawrence, iD! man, secretary-treasurer of Fish- 
a bid for distribution rights to UA | man Theatres; second assistant chief 
product in Holland, had called one | barker, Henry Germaine, Paramount 
F. L. D. Strengholt to open nego- | branch manager. 
tiatons with Gould. Strengholt); As soon as charter is officially 
managed a company of which Law- | granted date will be set for formal 
rence was a substantial stockholder. | opening of the club. 
Discloses Walter Gould ‘Feud’ | 

Frohlich introduced the purported 
cablegram which, after telling : 
Strengholt to push the deal, read St. Louis, Feb. 3%. 
“absolutely necessary he should not | For the first time in years, St. 
know I have any interest.” Wasn't | Louis Variety Club, Tent No. 4 is to 


it a fact, Frohlich queried, that the have its own quarters. Edward 


actually instructed him to partici- 
pate for Selznick. 

Claim of hard feelings between 
Walter Gould, United Artists 
current foreign chief, and Lawrence 
who formerly topped Gould at UA, 
was made by Lawrence to explain 





New St. Louis Quarters 
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“he” meant Korda. Not at all, Law- 
rence retorted. “Mr. Gould disliked 
me very strongly and I did not know 
how much Mr.- Gould’s personal 
feelings would influence him in com- 
ing ‘to a very, very important con- 
clusion.” 

Another quirk in the exam 
cropped up when Frohlich disclosed 
the source of much of his claimed 
evidence on Lawrence’s activities. 
Fountainhead of great part of ‘his 
proof was the stenographic books 
of Lawrence’s own secretary which 
Korda had snatched and then trans- 
lated, according to the legalite’s dis- 
closure. Explanation of this gim- 
mick came up when Frohlich offered 
letters into evidence, sans dates, and 
said that the notebooks had failed 
to record the dates. 

Brother-In-Law’s $500 Job 

Outset of quiz featured much 
dithering over the role of Arthur 
Field, brother-in-law of Lawrence, 
and a $500 per week employee of 
Korda during the Lawrence tenure. 
Field was stationed in New York 
and Frohlich frequently implied that 
Field handled many matters for 
Lawrence on which the latter dis- 
claimed personal knowledge. 

Inquiry of Frolich went into many 
other matters including a transac- 
tion involving a patented device, 
“Surgitube”; dickerings on mercury 
to be sold in Italy; sale of Scandina- 
vian rights to the film “Martin 
Roumagnac” in which Lawrence had 
a half interest; investigation into 
Mexican studio situation; negotia- 
tions on “Hopalong Cassidy” films, 
etc. All of these, Lawrence denied, 
explained or claimed Korda’s bless- 
ings had been given. 

Lawrence recently filed his suit in 
N. Y. supreme court after he was 
handed his walking papers by Korda 
in July, 46. Korda has countered 
with the charge that Lawrence's 
activities in his behalf were only in- 
cidental to many sub-rosa personal 
deals. Isidor Kresel repped for 
Lawrence at the examination. 


Oberon, Andrews Team 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

RKO inked Merle Oberon’ to co- 
star with Dana Andrews in “Memo- 
ry of Love,” slated for early spring 
production. - 

John Cromwell will direct and 
Harriet Parsons will produce, under 
supervision of Jack J. Gross, 








Arthur, ef Fanchon & Marco Serv- 
ice Corp., and chief barker here, 
negotiated a deal for space in the 
Victorian Club in midtown. 

More than $3,000 has been sub- 
scribed for new furniture, etc., for 
| the club’s new rooms. For years the 
local Variety Club maintained in- 
adequate quarters and for the last 
several years has been merely a 
luncheon club. 

Local tent plans expanding its ac- 
tivities, first step being the donation 
of an ambulance for conveying chil- 
dren from their homes to a clinic. 





Honor Claude Ezell 
Dallas, Feb. 25. 

Claude Ezell, veteran theatre op- 
erator, will be honored at a testi- 
monial dinner here, March 3 by the 
Texas Variety Club. Once each year 
the Texas tent honors one of its 
members for outstanding work done. 
Ezell is being cited as the one who 
brought Variety to Texas and estab- 
lished the local tent. 


| 





Toledo’s March 11 Inaugural 

Toledo, Feb. 25. 
Inauguration dinner for new of- 
'ficers of the Toledo Tent of the Va- 
riety Clubs has been postponed until 
March 11 to coincide with opening 
of the new clubrooms. 

Induction was originally set for 
Feb. 4, but was switched to the new 
opening date of the club. Bob O’Don- 
nell, National Chief Barker, has ap- 
proved the date and will attend the 
opening together with other execs of 
the organization, 





* Albany Tent Fetes Smakwitz 

Albany, Feb. 25. 
Charles A. Smakwitz, retiring 
Chief Barker of Albany Variety 
Club and assistant zone manager of 
Warner Theatres, will be honored 
at a dinner-dance at De Witt Clin- 
ton hotel next Saturday night (1). 
Under Smakwitz leadership, the 
Variety Albany Boys’ Club summer 
camp in the Helderbergs was con- 





. 
Det. Variety Aids Cancer Drive 
Detroit, Feb. 25. 
Retiring Variety Club President 
Arvid Kantor presented Dr. Harry 
M. Nelson, president of the Detroit 
Cancer Society, with a check for 
$88,890. Money was raised during 
the recent collection campaign in all 
Detroit theatres. 








Memphis Judge 
Won't Separate 
Trust Suit Trial 


Memphis, Feb. 25. 
The $2,910,600 monopoly suit 
brought against M. A. Lightman, his 
associates and seven major distribu- 
tors will not be broken down into 
seven separate trials, but will be 
tried in toto in one hearing, Federal 


Judge Marion Boyd ruled here Fri- 
day (21). Counsel for plaintiffs and 
defendants argued for seven hours 
before the judge before he ruled 
adversely on the plea of the defense 
to break up the claims into separate 
trials. 
Lowell Taylor, Paramount attor- 
ney, told the court that a tremendous 
mass of evidence will be introduced 
and that it would be difficult for a 
jury to sift all the testimony pro- 
perly. 
“The complexity of this case, if 
tried all at once, would baffle any 
jury,” Taylor declared, estimating 
that there will be 257 different ques- 
tions which the jury will have to 
answer in reaching a verdict. 
David Harsh, aitorney for the 
Zerillas, partners of Lightman in a 
local neighborhood operation con- 
tended that the portions of the suit 
dealirgg with Lightman’s acquistion 
of the Maleo (formerly the Or- 
pheum) theatre, now the chain's 
downtown flagship in Memphis 
should be carved out of the suit and 
tried separately to prevent prejudice 
against. his clients, who are not in- 
volved in operation of that theatre. 
Walter Armstrong, Sr., attorney 
for the seven neighborhood groups, 
argued briefly to keep the suit intact. 


mon question of law under the con- 
spiracy and anti-trust laws is in- 
volved and no prejudice will result 
to anyone if all the claims are tried 
together . . . Everyone here seems 
agreed on one thing, that this is quite 
a lawsuit. But I think we will get 
along all right in this case with one 
trial. We'll attempt it, anyway, gen- 
tlemen.” . 

The judge gave the defense 20 
days in which to file answers. 

Bringing the suit are: Chalmers 
Cullins, Nate Evans and Edward O. 
Cullins, doing business as the Idle- 
wild theatre; Kemmons Wilson, Mrs. 
Ruby L. Wilson and Louis A. Weaver, 
of the Airways theatre; Augustine J. 
and Agnes M. Cianciola; James West, 
Hollywood theatre; B. R. Gillette, 
Bristol theatre; Mrs. Lebora Cian- 
ciola, Rosemary theatre; and Cullins 
and. Evans as individuals formerly 


operating the Orpheum (Malco) 
theatre. 
Defendants are: Lightman and 


associates including William P. and 
Paul Zerilla, Joe Maceri, Ed Sapin- 
sley, Herb Kohn and Mose McCord; 
the L..and L. theatres; Malco Thea- 
tres, Inc.; Capitol Realty Co.; Para- 
mount, Warner Bros., Universal, 
United Artists, 20th-Fox, Loew’s and 
Columbia. 


Indpls, Nabe Loses $1,000 


Indianapolis, Feb. 25. . 
Strand, nabe film house here, was 
robbed of more than $1,000 by a 
burglar who knocked the combina- 
tion off the safe to get the house re- 
ceipts. Theft was discovered by 
Manager Clarence Morland when he 
opened up ‘the next day. 
House ‘is owned by Amusement 
Enterprises. 








Balk Chi Holdup 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 

Grand theatre, local RKO loop 
house, was robbed of $129 last week 
by yegg whose capture was brought 
about by quick-witted cashier, Vir- 
ginia Witt, who told outgoing patron 
to “follow that man.” 

Frank Kurowski, 21-year-old loop 
hotel bellboy, was in custody after 
being nabbed by police who re- 
sponded to cashier's call. 





~ Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Considerable attention is currently being given by passersby jn Tj 
Square, N. Y., to the large 20th-Fox sign atop the Schrafft's buildine 
Erected last November to plug “Razor's Edge,” the double-faceted x so 
tacular now features an electrical horserace as a pitch for 20th's dort 
coming “Homestretch,” which is drawing legitimate stares, as wel] acs th : 
of the bookies. ae 

Sign was built by Artkraft-Strauss to 20th specifications at a 
closed cost. It costs about $25,000 to change the lettering, 
Charley Schlaifer, 20th ad-pub head. Company, consequently, js gettin 
the most time available out of each plug by changing it at least pest 
weeks in advance of the film’s N. Y. showcase run and then holding jit 
after the completion of the Manhattan run to advertise dates in Brook] 
| and nearby Newark and Jersey City. An estimated 1,750,000 people a 
the corner daily, according to Schlaifer. PY pass 

Pains in the neck are voiced daily on a major film lot where a fe 
star recently acquired a husband and a manager at the same time 
body objects to the gal’s romantic wedding but they are burning up 
the bridegroom’s urge to direct his bride’s thesping. The Sarrulous guy 
has been delaying the game on the studio set with his private but ster 
ideas of motion picture technique, in which he’s had no professional ex. 
perience. Meanwhile, the bride, who is aiming to hop off on a honeymoon 
when the filming is finished, is fiddling away a lot of precious hours not 
only by her dilatory tactics on the set but by her tardiness in showin, 
for work. All those hours of tardiness and lassitude are jotted down 
for future reference, 
| day. 


nN undis. 
according to 








mme 
No- 
up about 


ng up 
: : . : daily 
in case the filming is not finished on the appointed 





Starting off a new cycle, Hollywood is currently preparing three stories 
with anti-Semitism as the theme. Laura Hobson's book, “Gentleman's 
Agreement,” is being produced personally by Darryl F. Zanuck with Moss 
Hart scripting and Gregory Peck starring. Miss Hobson, former Life. 
Time mag circulation builder-upper, wrote the book as a labor of love 
believing it was doomed to uncommercial reception. But S&S believed in 
the theme, and so apparently, does Zanuck. 
| Samuel Goldwyn will push “Earth and High Heaven,” a best selle; of 
| two years ago written by Gwethalyn Williams. At RKO, Dore Schary has 
| Okayed a story, as yet untitled, to be produced by Adrian Scott on ‘same 


theme. Latter pic will be first to get into production, probably within two 
| months. 





Departure of Byron Price from the Motion Picture Assn. to become 
assistant secretary-general of the United Nations will mean very little— 
if any—difference in income, although the MPA job pays $75,000 and the 
UN $22,000. Gimmick is that the latter is tax-free, while the Johnston 
| office salary put Price in the 60-70% bracket. Both jobs have an expense 


account attached, but the UN assignment is also supposed eventually to 
| include a house. 





| Metro will keep on producing the “Andy Hardy” and “Thin Man” series 
| as training grounds for young talent. Spokesman for the studio pointed 
out that the “Thin Man” has served to develop such players as James 
Stewart, Donna Reed, Cesar Romero, Ruth Hussey and Virginia Grey. In 
the current “Song of the Thin Man” are a flock of young contractees. 





Soundproof gadgets in the new Nassour studios were given a hea\ y but 
unannounced workout when a fleet of 120 planes, representing the Army, 
Navy and Marines, roared over the lot with a noise heard for miles. Mean- 
while, the Pine-Thomas “Albuquerque” company continued to work with 
out being disturbed by the uproar outside. 








Billy DeWolfe might be interested in knowing that his comedy specialty 





Judge Boyd said he felt “a com- |! 








‘Carnegie Hall’ Day-Date 
In Foreign Keys With U.S. 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

“Carnegie Hall” will be released 
abroad by United Artists simul- 
taneously with its domestic preem 
for the first time in UA's history. 
Titled in Spanish, Dutch, Portuguese. 
and French, UA is rushing the Wil- 
liam LeBaron-Boris Morros film 
into overseas shipment because of 
the anticipated interest in the all- 
star musical] cast names. ‘ 

Overseas spots include Brussels, 
Amsterdam, Mexico City, Havana, 
San Juan, Soa Paulo, Buenos Aires, 
Santiago, Lima, Manila and Johan- 
nesburg. Easter Week will see the 
worldwide release of “Hall.” 


St. Loo Popcorn Pop-Off 


St. Louis, Feb. 25. 
A mild feud between Loew’s State, 
MG’s first-run house in downtown 
St. Louis, and a next-door drugstore 
started recently when Russ Bovin, 
new city manager, put up a sign 
alongside the boxoffice announcing 


that fetching of popcorn and peanuts 
into the theatre would henceforth be 
banned. A _ sidewalk popcorn ma- 
chine is operated by the owner of 
the cutrate drugstore. The ban also 
applies to Loew's Orpheum also 
downtown. 

Loew's is the first large cinema in 
town to publicly frown upon the 
eating of popcorn and peanuts in the 
house, although the Ambassador, 
‘FaNchon & Marco’s downtown de- 
luxer, several blocks away, dislikes 
the old custom of its customers. 

At F&M’s three other houses, Fox, 
Missouri and St. Louis, in midtown, 
the eating of popcorn is encouraged 
by the selling of the edible in the 
theatre lobbies. It is reported oan 
film row that the sale of popcorn in 
the Fox grosses approximately $1,500 
weekly. Several of the nabes dis- 
courage the eating of popcorn by re- 
fusing to install machines but they 
are in the minority, as most of the 
houses reap a neat profit from the 
sale of the confection. 








(“Mrs. Murgatroyd”) in “Blue Skies” 
matinee at White Plains, N. Y. Probably not unusual, however, as the 
same thing was also reported from Atlanti> City. 


got applause on a first run weekday 


— 


Ford’s New Vamsi 
Pix Accent Disappearing 
Groups from U. S. Scene 


Marking a new venture for com- 
mercial ad-pix production, first in 
the series of Ford Motors’ full-color 
documentaries, “Men of Gloucester,” 
is being released this month to 
schools and colleges. Series, all 
travelog-documentaries running 20- 
23 minutes, will train their sights on 
different American groups which 
may eventually fade out of the U.S. 
scéne, 

“Gloucester,” produced by Trans- 
film under the supervision of+the J. 
Walter Thompson ad agency's film 
department, was screened last week 
for representatives of several of the 
major Hollywood companies, several 
of whom put in a bid for theatrical 
distribution rights. Primary distri- 
bution, however, will be in the 
worldwide non-theatrical market. If 
JWT and Ford decide to slot it for 
U. S. commercial filmeries, some 
deal will have to be worked out 
under which the distrib won't be 
able to capitalize by merely buying 
a negative and then selling the short 
as part of its own product. “Glouces- 
ter,” shot on location, was before 
the lenses eight months and was 
budgeted at at least twice the figure 
of the average Hollywood short of 
the same length. 

New technique in the film was 
developed by the OWI during the 
war to show the world how Ameri- 
cans live. “Gloucester” thus portrays 
the Cape Ann section of Massa- 
chusetts, including scenes of the 
landing of the first white settlers In 
America in 1610, Next film in the 
series, “Pueblo Boy,” with Victor 
Jory narrating, will show the tra- 
ditions and culture of the Pueblo 
Indians. Third will tell the story of 
the Tennessee hillbillies. 


Wilde for ‘Rose’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Cornel Wilde will star and Henry 
Hathaway wil) direct “The Black 
Rose” at 20th-Fox. 
Louis D. Lighton ‘will produce 








Technicolor film. 








Sea atecat hare Sake | 


| 
: 





1 
r 
’ 
) 
l 
1 
1 
. 


SE lS i i te ee ee ee 





Wednesday, February 26, 1947 




















PRE EIS Se 
. 


WHEN M-G-M’s “THE SEA OF GRASS” 
FOLLOWS M-G-M’s “THE YEARLING” 
AT RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL- 


M-6-M proudly cherishes the R 7, 
honor of showing three of its out- ' Any | 
Standing attractions in a row at 
the world-famed Radio City Music 
Hall, “Till The Clouds Roll By” 
was followed by “The Yearling”; 





and now a new M-G-M hit, 


“The Sea of Grass”. It is a mark of 











‘jf 


distinction for a motion picture to Uo. . a _ 
be selected for exhibition at the i YY : A RLI NG” 
Music Hall—and three-in-a-row | = IN TECHNICOLOR ~ 
is.a record for which M-G-M is | GREGORY PECK 
deeply grateful to the Music Hall | JANE WYMAN 


Wi FS agi NUR RBNS oe See 


aR | CLAUDE JARMAN, JR. 





AND NOW A NEW M-G-M HIT! 











ee . = * —” 
SPENCER KATHARINE - ROBERT MELVYN 





TRACY* HEPBURN * WALKER * DOUGLAS 
“THE SEA OF GRASS” 





EXTRA! ‘The Sea of 
Grass” selected by Louella 
Parsons in Cosmopolitan 
Magazine as Movie of the 
Month! (Left) Advance 
New York newspaper ad 
prior to opening of “The 
Sea of Grass.” 
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Aussie 


Due for Big 


Low Costs, Exchange Big Factors 


Biggest expansion ever experi- 
enced in the film production field 
was predicted for Australia during 
the next two or three years by Ken 
Hall, Aussie top producer and veter- 
an in film-making Down Under. Hall 
is in N.Y. this week for a short time 
enroute to Hollywood after huddles 
in London with J. Arthur Rank. He 
plans visiting Hollywood for about 
a month on a studio equipment buy- 
ing expedition. 





Hall predicated his optimism .over 
Aussie picture production on four | 
factors. One was recent completion 
of two successful Australian pictures. 
Second factor is the exchange differ- 
ential which gives an American pro- 
ducer 25% edge on any picture he 
starts in Australia as soon as he 
transfers his coin to an Aussie film 
Jayout. Third one is that Aussie- 
made films may be counted on an 
American distributor’s quota in Eng- 
Jand. Fourth is the relatively low 
cost of producing in Austriala. 

Hall, who is managing director 
of Cinesound, the production com- 
pany of Norman Rydge’s Greater 
Union setup, expects to do another 
feature with New Zealand as back- 
ground after he returns to Sydney. 
He explained that he will be busy 
for the next 12 months on expansion 
programs at the Pagewood and Cine- 
sound studios, former having been 
purchased for use in the Cinesound- 


| 
| 


Rank setup. Hall is seeking new 
equipment, to be bought both in 
England and U.S., for his Aussie 


production lineup, few improvements 
having been made over the last 15 
years. He expects to spend about 
$400,000 on the two plants in Sydney. 

Foreseeing a swing more to the 
authentic-type of background for 
features, Hall was confident that 
actual backgrounds could be taken 
in Australia cheaper than they could 
be done in Hollywood. 


“Smithy” Shows Way 


Actually it was “Smithy,” the fea- 
ture Hall made for Columbia, that 
started the production rejuvenation 
in Australia. Now several new pro- 
ductions are being mulled, with 
“Eureka Stockade” next slated to get 
under way under the aegis of Ealing- 
Harry Watt. Watt was the producer 
of “Overlanders,” which is being 
handled by Universal in the U. S. 


Hall explained that the interest of 
Rank in Aussie production, via its 
50% stake in Greater Union Theatres 
(Cinesound), does not shut the door 
to other companies wishing to pro- 
duce in Aussie He indicated that 
the Pagewood-Cinesound facilities, 
when fully expanded, would be 
available to outside producers. Aver- 
age Aussie feature can be turned out 


Pix Expansion; 








Vienna Boys Choir Starts 


On Extensive Tour 
Vienna, Feb. 10. | 
Vienna Singing Boys, directed by 
Romano Picutti, left here for exten- | 
sive tour throughout Europe, after | 
which they will embark for South | 
America. 
Group includes 10-year-old soloist 
Helmut Strohl, highly-touted star of.) 
the ensemble. 


} 
' 





Paris Legit 
In 3006 Take. 


Paris, Feb. 15. | 


An analysis of Paris legit grosses | 
reveals some interesting facts, For | 
the week ending Feb. 9, 63 houses | 
grossed an approximate total of 
$300,000. Out of this, $100,000 was | 
taken on Sunday alone, with $48,000 
on Saturday, the other five days | 
coming in for the $152,000 balance, as | 
estimated at official exchange of 120 ; 
fruncs per dollar. 


Also, out of the 300 Gs, fully 175 
were taken by 23 houses, the 125 Gs 
balance being divided among the 40 
others, some taking as little as $20 
some nights. This gives an idea of 
current theatre operation here. 


The difference between the gross 
and the net takings varies consider- 
ably according to the kind of show. 
Subsidized theatres pay only about 
5% of the gross in taxes. Non-sub- 
sidized have to chip in about 25%, 
and revues are socked 40% of their 
takings. Volterra’s Marigny grossed 
about $11,800 and Jouvet’s smaller 
Athenee, about $6,200 with plays of 
the Francaise rep, while latter pain- 
fully took in $4,600 at its regular old 
stand, and $3,600 at its new Luxem- 
bourg. Grand Opera, in five perform- 
ances, took in about $10,000, and the 
Opera Comique, in seven perform- 
ances, totaled $9,600. 

Musicals are in favor. Alhambra, 
playing “Bonne Hotesse,” authored 
by Serge Veber, with music by Van 


Mack-Bar’s Export Biz 

Entering the export film business, 
Framerica Pictures has acquired 
eight westerns and several oldies of 
United Artists for foreign distribu- 
tion, principally in France, Com- 
pany, headed by Harry R. Mack and 
Jack Bar, also expects to release 
French films in the U. S. : 

Currently in Paris, Bar is ‘ining 
up French studio product. He ex- 
pects to return late in March. In 
addition to its U. S. product, 
Framerica also is handling French 
distribution of a Spanish cartoon 
film, said to be similar to “Snow 
White.” 


Skedded Financing Of 
Budin-Ainsler Combo 
Stirs Paris Producers 


Paris, Feb. 13. 

Producers here are looking 
askance at the skedded financing, 
under aegis of the administration, of 
the Budin-Ainsler combo. Latter 
needs about $600,000 to produce ani- 
mated cartoons in color, using plas- 
tic puppets instead of the usual 
hand-made sketches. Besides a spe- 
cial permit to import $200,000 worth 
of equipment, they have found a 
bankroller for $280,000 in M. Des- 
fontaines. 

At a time when picture money is 

getting very hard to find, the ad- 
ministration is making efforts to get 
them outside support. The Credit 
National picture appropriation, from 
about $3,000,000, has now dwindled 
down to about $280,000, out of which 
the administration wants half to be 
handed to them, leaving only the 
balance for all the other producers, 
Latter claim that what picture 
money might be available should 
not be funneled into experimenting 
to start a new project, which, even 
with this official help, would still 
drain about another $180,000 from 
possible backers. 
The Lou Budin blueprint had been 
reported in Variety before it was 
known here, as sponsored by the 
French administration, which de- 
nied at the time that it knew any- 
thing about it. 


New Abbey Battle Brews 
On Choice of Plays 


Dublin, Feb. 25. 
With the Abbey theatre already 
in danger of losing some of its best 
players to the picture industry, a 











Paris, came in for $20,000, biggest 
gross in Paris for the week. Chatelet, 
starring Fernandel in “Picture Hun- 
ters,” came close with $19,000. The 
municipal Gaite Lyrique, with “Gi- 
tan Song,” made a heftey $12,000. 
“Belle de Cadix,” due on Broadway, 
netted $4,000 at the Casino Mont- 





now for $300,000. 2 


Besides his interest in Aussie fea- 
ture production (he turned out 19 
features in 10 years), Hall also heads 
the Cinesound newsreel which was 
started in 1931. 


Indicating how producers are get- 
ting their money back now on Aus- 


tralian productions, he hinted that 


Columbia soon will have all its pro- 
auction costs out of “Smithy” from 
Aussie playdates alone. This film 
is being sold as “Southern Cross” in 
South America, and probably will 
have another title when distributed 
in the USS. 





Pix Potent Mass Medium 


Says Irish Archbishop 


Dublin, Feb. 25. 


Catholic bishops in Ireland, writ- 
ing Lenten letters to their people, 
are more favorable than usual in 
their comments on pix this year 
with only two making direct attacks 


on the industry. 


Bishop James McNamee (Ardagh) 
declared that many films, even when 
not openly attacking the Christian 
pre - sup- 
posed the non-Christian view with a 
the back- 


ideal of marriage, 


life in 
was 


philosophy of 


ground _ that neo - pagan 


in outlook on marriage and sex re- 
(Dro- 
indirectly 
conveys the idea that belief in God 
and the Ten Commandments is out 


lations. Bishop O’Doherty 
more) said the cinema 


of date. 


Constructive suggestion came from 
influential Archbishop Joseph Walsh 
(Tuam) who proposed that—as in 
Italy—all cinemas should be bound 
by law to show a quota of cultural 
and educational films. Commenting 
that the cinema is the most potent 
means of influencing the masses, he 
added that insufficient attention is 
being given to the attendance of 
children at filmhouses. 


parnasse. 


Revues were topped by the Folies 
Bergere, with $17,700, Casino de Par- 
is netting $8,200. Tabarin’s takings 
for the week were $6,400, with a 
show amounting to a revue. 


Apart from Marigny’s nearly $12,- 
000 with Jean Louis Barrault and 
Madeleine Renaud in Marivaux’s 
“Fausses Confidences,” best straight 
grosses were the Michodiere playing 
Marcel Achard’s “Near my Blonde” 
starring Pierre Fresnay and Yvonne 
Printemps; Hebertot with Jean 
Cocteau’s “Double Headed Eagle,” 
and Jouvet’s production and star- 
ring in Moliere’s “Ecole des Femmes” 
—each of which drew $6,500. 

Vaude stands did fair. European 
grossed $3,200, and the pocket-sized 
“Deux Anes,” specializing in chan- 
sonniers, reached $3,500. 


Salzburg Precedent 


Vienna, Feb. 10. 


Salzburg Festival committee has 
broken a tradition by announcing 
that during 1947 it will present a 
new opera for the first time in pre- 
miere. Opera is that of young Aus- 
trian composer Gottfried Einem, 
titled “Death of Danton.” 


Negotiations are on with Ameri- 


can orchestra leader Walter Peat- 
chen to conduct. 








‘Caviar’ London Click 
London, Feb. 25. 

“Caviar to the General,” which 
clicked at the New Lindsey Theatre 
Club, the theatre that launched Elsa 
Shelley’s “Pick-Up Girl,” goes to the 
Whitehall first week in March for 
eight weeks. 
Eugenie Leontovich will again 
head the cast. Actress, who is co- 
author, also played lead in the U. S. 
version which flopped in tryout. 











new storm is brewing. 

One of the most popular of Abbey 
playwrights, T. C. Murray, recently 
reviewed a published play by B. G. 
MacCarthy, “Raven of Wicklow,” 
commenting: “Here surely is a work 
that clamours for production on the 
'stage of an Irish National theatre 
worthy of the name.” (Abbey’s of- 
ficial title is “Irish National the- 
tre.”) 

Now another of the theatre's lead- 
ing playwrights, Teresa Deevy, has 
revealed that the Abbey returned 
the play when MacCarthy—an estab- 
lished writer whose “The Whip 
Hand” is an Abbey success—sub- 
mitted it. Prime Minister De 
Valera’s own newspaper, Irish Press, 
usually pro-Abbey, printed Miss 
Deevy’s protest and her comment 
that the play’s return is “yet an- 
other proof of the downward path” 
the Abbey is choosing. 


Current London Shows 


London, Feb. 25. 
“Anthony-Cleopatra,” Piccadiliy. 
“Bertram Mills Circus,” Olympia. 
“Between Ourselves,” Playhouse. 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick. 
“Caste,” York’s. 

“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham. 

“Eagle Two Heads,” Haymarket. 
“Fifty-Fifty,” Strand 

“Fools Rush In,” Fortune. 

“Grace of God,” St. James. 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion. 

“Hattie Stowe,” Embassy. 

“Ill Met by Moonlight,” Vaudeville. 
“Jane,” Aldwych. 

“Lady Frederick,” Savoy. 

“Man From Ministry,” Comedy. 
“Message for Margaret,” Duchess. 
“Mother Goose,” Casino. 

“No Room at Inn,” Winter Garden. 
“Pacific 1860,” Drury Lane. 
“Perchance te Dream,” Hipp. 
“Peter Pan,” Scala. 

“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales. 
“Red Riding Heed,” Adelphi. 

“She Wanted Cream” Apollo. 
“Shop Sly Corner,” St. Martins. 
“Song of Norway,” Palace. 
“Sweetheart Mine,” Vic Palace. 
“Sweetest and Lewest,” Ambass. 
“The Gleam,” Globe. 

“Under the Ceunter,” Phoenix. 
“Winslew Bey,” Lyric. 

“Wizard of Oz,” Saville. 

“Weorm’s View,” Whitehall. 











Granada Circuit (England) Resumes 
Direct-to-Public Quiz on Pix Tastes 





London Gets ‘Snow White’ 
As Fill-In for ‘Annie’ 


London, Feb. 25. 

“Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs,” opening at the Coliseum, 
Thursday (20) as a stopgap, prior to 
the “Annie Get Your Gun” staging, 
is essentially Yuletide or holiday 
fare, and far below the Coliseum 
standard. 

Show, however, has been touring 
the provinces to hefty grosses. 





Par Int] Chiefs 


On 2-Month Trek 


George Weltner, 
ternational prexy, and Clement S. 
Crystal, Par International theatre 
chief, start on a two-month trek of 
Australia, Europe, India, North Afri- 
ca and England March 2. Foreign 
distribution problems and theatre 
prospects wil] be studied in all spots 
visited. 

Albert Deane, manager of Par In- 
ternational’s department of censor- 
ship and editing and editor of Par 
International News, will accompany 
the two executives to Sydney, his 
former home. It will be his first visit 
there in 21 years. Deane will get out 
one issue of Par International News 
while in Australia. He plans return- 
ing to N. Y. about April 15. 

Visit to Australia will be the first 
one for Weltner. Object of Weltner’s 
visit to Australia isn’t announced 
but it’s natural that he would want 
to include this territory on his forth- 
coming swing because rated so vital 
to U. S. film companies. 

The three Par officials leave N.Y. 
by train, and after spending a day at 
the company’s studio in Hollywood, 
it’s planned to plane from San Fran- 
cisco March 8, arriving in Sydney 
three days later. Weltner and Crys- 
tal likely will leave from Perth for 
Europe and England via India and 
North Africa April 1, European visit 
will be confined largely to France. 


Rank in Stock Switches 
To Tighten $25,000,000 
GB, Subsidiary Setups 


London, Feb. 18. 

Having now completed reorgani- 
zation of Odeon Circuit's finance, J. 
Arthur Rank is turning his attention 
to the sprawling $25,000,000 Gau- 
mont-British Corp. and its subsidi- 
aries. 

First move will be acquisition of 
the $4,000,000 capital ($3,200,000 is- 
sued) of Associated Provincial Pic- 
ture Houses controlled by G-B. 
Registered in 1914, the company 
owns 18 cinemas mainly in ‘the 
provinces. Rank is chairman and the 
board includes the ubiquitous L. W. 
Farrow (Rank’s financial chief) and 
Mark Ostrer (both on the board of 
most Rank companies). 

Of the 700,000 ordinary shares of 
APPH the Provincial Cinemato- 
graph Theatre (another company 
controlled by G-B) owns 62,029, and 
of the 2,000,000 20c preference PCT 
owns 1,746,960. 

Offer Rank will make to holders 
of APPH ordinary shares will be 
four Gaumont-British A shares for 
one APPH. As latter stand at 
around $9 and as Gaumont A is 
about-$2.50, holders of APPH should 
make good profit. 

When this absorption by G-B is 
complete, Rank will doubtless con- 
sider position of PCT in relation to 
G-B. Control of this important cir- 
cuit is owned by G-B. The company 
has a capital of $12,800,000 and the 
whole of the first mortgage deben- 
ture stock ($4,189,264) is owned by 
G-B. Rank is chairman and L. W. 
Farrow and Mark Ostrer are on the 
board. 


Paramount In- 








BRITISH BLDG. LOOPHOLE? 


London, Feb. 25. 
British Board of Trade has de- 
clared that dollar expenditure on 
the reequipment of studios or the- 
atres in England won't be allowed. 
However, there will be no ob- 
jection “provided such equipment 





comes either as a gift or a rent-free 
lean.” 


* With every American ex 


ec 
returns from England telling of a 


top British Pix now outgross top 
American pix over there, British Cire 
cuit operator Sidney L. Bernstein 
has set out to find the actual why: 
and wherefore, ' 

In the latest of his series of quese 
tionnaires, distributed periodically 
to all customers of his Granada the- 
atre chain, Bernstein included a 
question on whether British and 


| American films have improved or 
| got worse since 1939 and also asks 


the customers to list the good and 
bad points of each country’s product 
Questionnaires were distributed poe 
| late December, so that fina] results 


| haven’t yet been calculated 

Bernstein instituted the customer 
quizzes in 1927 but discontinued them 
during the war. Present issue. the 
first since V-J Day, consequently ig 
expected to be of special value in 
revealing changes in public taste 
caused by the war. British Board of 
Education and the Government 
Social Surveys Section helped draft 
the questions and results are made 
available to British and foreign pro- 
ducers, exhibs and interested sociolo- 
gists. _With competition between 
British and American pix hy poed 
almost 100% since the war's end, 
results of the quiz are expected to 
be greeted with open arms by US, 
producers, as well as the British. 

Probably unique of its kind a 
similar questionnaire on the same 
all-embracing scope has never been 
tried by American distribs or exhibs, 
who've concentrated their audience 
research on specific questions ad- 
dressed to what they hope are a 
representative cross-section of the 
public. Bernstein's questionnaires, 
besides asking the standard pointers 
on favorite stars, types of pictures, 
etc., also go into detail on other 
points, such as public reaction to 
commercial advertising pix and gov- 
ernment shorts, best length of pro- 
gram, and reasons for attending the 
filmeries. 


. B.0. Poison 
Questions expected to bring inter- 
esting returns are “Which film 


stars do you dislike most?” and “Do 
you actually stay away from a cin- 
ema where a film is showing with 
any of the stars you dislike?” Ques- 
tionnaire also attempts to score 
newspaper critics, with a pointer on 
the customer’s choice of the “best 
film criticisms” and asks whether 
the BBC pix reviews are considered 
good or bad. For a windup, the quiz 
attempts to ascertain how often the 
answerer goes to his favorite theatre, 
and asks for ideas for the “improve- 
ment of cinema entertainment and 
management generally.” # 

Back page of the questionnaire 
lists 36 different pictures, half of 
them American-made, and asks the 
public to rate them as outstanding, 
good, fair or bad. Selection was ap- 
parently made of the top productions 
in each country, with the American 
pix including “Lost Weekend,” 
“Mildred Pierce,” “Tree Grows in 
Brocklyn,” “Road to Utopia,” “Sara- 
toga Trunk,” “Bells of St. Mary's,” 
“Wonder Man,” etc. 


FRENCH OK 25% COIN 
TRANSFER BY DISTRIBS 


Paris, Feb. 18. 


American distribs here were able 
to remit home a further instalment 
of their frozen bank balance. The 
French Controle des Changes has 
given an okay on the transfer of 
25% of the amounts due by the dis- 
tribs to the homeoffice before the 
war broke out. Though the rate of 
exchange at the time was about 43 
francs to the dollar and the transfer 
was done at the current 120, the 
distribs thought it better not to wait 
to avail themselves of the opportun- 
ity. ‘ 

Some of the companies kept their 
accounts in francs, while others kept 
them jn dollars, meaning that those 
figuring in dollars will get a com- 
paratively better deal, being able 
to use more of their francs current 
balances. 

Total remittances this time af 
estimated to add to slightly over 
$100,000. 


Siritzky’s Korda Tie 

ie Paris, Feb. 25. 

Siritzky International, which —_ 
rights to Marcel Pagnol’s “Nais” 8?¢ 
“Well-Digger's Daughter,” has #, 
ranged for distribution in nee 
through Alexander Korda’s reje# 
ing company. 
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Charges 


Newest Pix 


Distribs Headache in Argentina 


> 


Montevideo, Feb. 20. + 





U. S. film distributors are finding 

at the official Argentine protec- 
jonist policies, designed to insure 

eferential exhibition of Argentine 

ix, are costing dough as well as 
ausing headaches before any pic- 
ie can be screened. 

Don Alfredo Bolognesi, Argen- 
¢tina’s entertainment czar, is off on 
his favorite tack of imposing censor- 
ghip, aided by the cultural adviser 
¢o the municipality, Senor Raul 
Salinas. All pix have to be viewed 
and censored by the municipal de- 
partment and by representatives of 
the entertainment board, of which 
Bolognesi is the head. 

The latest ukase by the municipal 
censors is that distributors must pay 
censorship charges. That means that 
officials previewing pix must be re- 
imbursed by distributors, and a rate 
of 50 pesos per 30 minutes duration, 
or 250 pesos per 60-minute picture 
has been imposed. Distributors are 
contesting the legality of this charge 
in the courts. 

Headache for distrihs and exhibs 


is the “morality” classification which 
censorship authorities give to | 


the 
pix. A Classification Board, under 
municipal supervision, classifies 
films as suitable or not for minors 
under 18. Until recently municipal 
police inspectors, exhibs and parents 
turned_a more or less blind eye to 
these censorship snags, and teen- 
agers had no difficulty in viewing 
pix classified as suitable only for 
adult minds. However, since Bolog- 
nesi took over, there has been con- 
siderable tightening up, with the 
result that exhibs are having to take 
the rap. So many pix are classified 
as unfit for youngsters, that families 
are being kept away from films, 
with the consequent effect on the 
boxoffice. 
“Stranger” Suspect 

“Moral” considerations, it’s be- 
lieved, are far from being the chief 
Objective of the censors. This is 
highlighted by the fact that “The 
Stranger” was classified as not suit- 
able for teenagers under 18. As a 
result of this classification, nabe 
theatres refused to take the film, as 
their patrons are all in the family 
class. 

Apart from the censorship “tax,” 
the authorities are mulling over 
even greater penalization of im- 
ported pix, as part of their protec- 


* tionist policy, with talk of a tax of 


$3,750 on every picture that comes 
into the country, regardless of the 
number of reels, or of classification 
as A or B, etc. If this goes into 
effect, Argentine filmgoers will only 
get to see the more important of the 
Hollywood or British productions, or 
such surefire grossers as make im- 
portation worth while. 

U. S. distribs are relying on Gen. 
Peron’s much advertised love for 
U. S. Ambassador Messersmith to 
smooth over these snags and dispel 
the protectionist mood of the Peron- 
ist officials. Argentine studios are 
badly in need of all types of equip- 
ment and these requirements can be 
made the basis of negotiations. Much 
comment has been caused locally by 
a report that film actress Delia 
Garces is about to make a deal with 
Selznick to appear in Hollywood 
pix, but stipulated as her primary 
condition that facilities should be 
given to the Argentine studios with 


which she and her husband, pro- Philharmonic waves his arms about | to strike during the present British | quality of recent British films has 


ducer Alberto de Zavalia, are con- 
nected should be given facilities to 
Purchase cameras and equipment. 
Delia Garces is among those film 
people whom the Peron regime has 


barred from work in Argentine 
radio. 


French to Release Coin 
On 130 American Pix 


Paris, Feb. 25. 

French exchange control 
has agreed to permit coin remit- 
tances to the U. S. on revenue from 





about 130 pictures imported without | 


permits but not played before July, 
1946. 

They are adamant, however, in 
rejecting requests for remittance on 
about 60 other pictures including 40 
released by OWI before the Blum- 
Byrnes trade agreement. 


“White Horse’ Revival 
London, Feb. 25. 
Local plans are to revive the pre- 
war musical, “White Horse Inn,” 
with its strong Teutonic flavor. 


Erik Charrell is planning the re- 
Vival. 





MPEA Sets Core For 
Dutch East Indies 


Charles H. Core, vet film distribu. 
tor in the Far East, has been named 
manager for the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn. in the Netherlands East 
Incies. Currently in Hongkong, Core 
leaves for Batavia within 30 days to 
set up an office for MPEA and to 
launch preparations for active re- 


Under terms of an interim distri- 
bution deal made by MPEA with 
Netherlands East Indies government 
last August, MPEA was granted the 
right to set up an organization of its 
own and to take over full distribu- 
tion control commencing May 1, 
1947. 





lease operations in that country. 


Strike, Fuel Snags 
Dent Paris Boxoffice 


Paris, Feb. 25. 

A combination of the elements and 
industrial strikes is seriously dam- 
aging entertainment industry in 
Paris, 

Governmental ukase on fuel saving 
has resulted in shuttering niteries 
two nights a week, while the news- 
paper strike, now in its second week, 
is hurting amusements because of 
absence of ads. 


Showbiz Chilled 








By British Fuel 


Crisis Slowdown 


London, Feb. 25. 





WB’s ‘Sierra Madre’ to Be 


Due To Tampico Sequence: 


Mexico City, Feb. 20. | 


ures of the Sierra Madre” hit a snag | 
at Tampico when the populace tried 
to mob director John Huston and 
company, including Rita Michaels, 
Don Paige, Ted McCord, Don Alva- 
rado, C. A. Bonniwell, Hans Koene- 
kamp, Albert Barnhouse, Kenneth 
Cox, Capt. H. De Beers and Fred- 
erick W. Mayberry, because it re- 
sented the filming of drunks, tramps 
and beggars in the principal square 
as part of the pic. 

Mahhandling of Huston group was 
averted by Alonso Sanchez Tello, 
pioneer Mexican producer, serving 
as advisor on the Tampico sequence, 
who convinced Fernando San Pedro, 


Tampico mayor, that sequence 
meant to represent Tampico 25 
years ago. Nevertheless, federal 


government’s cinematographic super- 
vision department, headed by An- 
tonio Castro Leal, ordered work on 
the pic stopped and the disputed 
sequence developed in Mexico, an- 
nouncing that if the department 
deems the scenes disparage Mexico 
in any. way, export of the film will 
be banned. Department asserted 
that though it had okayed the pic’s 
script it had not assigned a super- 
visor for the Tampico sequences. 

Metro got into similar grief in 
1933 in the making of its “Pancho 
Villa,” starring Wallace Beery, when 
objection was taken to some of the 
sequences. That pic had to be con- 
siderably scissored and several re- 
makes were necessary before it got 
official approval. 


German Showbiz Hard 
Hit by Fuel Crisis 


Berlin, Feb. 10. 
Fuel crisis which came on the 
heels of worst cold wave in 50 years, 
has forced shutdown of hundreds of 
film and other entertainment places 








board | 


|many other sectors of Central 
| Europe.. 
Common sight at concerts, legit 


| houses and pix is people huddling 
lunder blankets which they bring 
' with them from home, and munching 
on dry bread. Conductor of Berlin 


throughout Germany, as well as in} 


Despite considerable progress 
made during the past week towards 
| beating the nationwide fuel crisis, 


show business is still acutely suffer- 
0.0.’d by Mex Censor First, | ins under effects a ay areions 


| and 


shutdowns forced upon them 
during the last 15 days. 

Film trade representatives from 
most of the major companies includ- 


Warners’ production of “Treas-|ing J. Arthur Rank, the Cinemato- | 


graph Exhibitors Assn. and Kine- 
matograph Renters Society, met to- 
day (25) to discuss predicament of 
the film industry. Meeting revealed 
that picture releases are sufficient 
only for the next three weeks, and 
that major raw film companies such 
as Eastman-Kodak and Ilford are 
getting a two-thirds fuel allocation 
which means a 25% drop in produc- 
tion. 

Far-reaching impact of the fuel 
famine was disclosed in information 
that there will be a definite shortage 
of raw filmstock for the rest of this 
year. In addition, there is difficulty 
of processing films due to a chemical 
shortage and some plants have com- 
pletely shut down. Others which are 
working are only 50% active. Re- 
ports at the meeting-declared that a 
makeup in the production lag was 
impossible even if the fuel situation 
improved with total output drop 
estimated around 30%, 

Although Technicolor’s lab has 
been unaffected by coal shortage 
with production going ahead as 
scheduled, understood that its raw- 
stock can only last to the end of 
March when a shortage can be ex- 
pected. Newsreels are still function- 
ing but are entirely dependent on 
stock from manufacturers. 


Greatest blow to the industry is 
the Board of Trade’s announcement 
that processes for screening of 
rushes are now prohibited, a ban 
which is already proving a hindrance 
to production. Meeting resulted in 
a committee being formed compris- 
ing heads of the above associations 
to approach the fuel ministry for 
extra rations tomorrow (26). 


The Government has also tem- 











periodicals including film: and the- 
atre trade papers. 
| 





| Arbitration on Pay Cut 


| In British Fuel Crisis 


London, Feb. 25. 
| London actors have decided not 


porarily forbade publication of most | 


Despite High Prices U. S. Filmers - 
Want More Foreign Showcases; MG's 
Caumont (France) Dicker Frixample 


+ 


* 





Palladium Gets Vaude 
Season After Six Years 


London, Feb. 25. 

First Palladium vaudeville season 
in six years was opened yesterday 
(24), headlined by George Formby 
and four American acts. 

Bob Bromley got over in top 
fashion despite the fact that he’d 
already played the house for a full 
| year in “High Time.” Of the other 
acts Al Stone and Nina Kaye 





| Warren and Jean were okay. High- 
towers were disappointing in their 
debut. 

House was near capacity despite 
severe frost and fog. 





| 
| 
| 


British Pix Can’t Really 





| Compete With U.S. Films, 


Chances of successful British com- 
petition in the world film market 
with American films are nil, Isadore 
Goldsmith, w.k. British producer, 
told U.S. radio listeners last week in 
a CBS network broadcast on the 
question. “In no way can British 
film. production compete seriously 
anywhere in the world with Ameri- 
can films except in England,” Gold- 
smith said, “and I believe that such 
competition even in England can 
only become serious if it is sup- 
ported by artificially created laws 
restricting the import of American 
films still further.” 

While Anglo pix are slowly be- 
coming popular in the U.S., pro- 
ducer said, demand for films in 
America is so enormous “that Brit- 
ish pictures can never seriously af- 
fect the American market since Eng- 
land at best produces only about 80 
pictures a year and only a few of 
these—the best—can find a market 
in this country.” Limited home 
market for British films, one-third 
of that of America or, at best, two- 
third when lower production costs 
are considered, is a fundamental rea- 
son for rendering competition un- 
successful with Yank pix, producer 
added. 

Production costs are so high on 
films that producers will not under- 
take them unless they have a good 
chance of recovering their invest- 
ment in the home market, Goldsmith 
noted. “In order to stay in the race 
at all, production costs in England 
today have risen to the point where 
they are only 25% less than in 
America,” Britisher continued. 
Therefore, unlike the French, Ital- 
ians or Mexicans, the British have 
had to base their budgets not only 
'on anticipated returns from England 
j alone, but also from the dominions, 
colonies and the US. 

Goldsmith told his audience that 
the British resent regulations forcing 
distribs and exhibs to have a cer- 
tain percentage 
their programs. Manufacture of 
/“quota quickies” brought British 
|films in disrepute with home audi- 
| ences and elsewhere, he said. “The 
| tremendous improvement in the 








| directly over small electric stove.' national emergency following a mass} changed this situation and British 


|several of which are placed among 


| meeting Thursday (20) in which 


films can now be sold in a natural 


| musicians. Most orchestras, not aS/ their dispute with the Society of ' way and not forced upon the public.” 


fortunate, 
their instruments and gone home. 

Receipts are off 33% in Bavaria 
and 45% in the cinemas which have 
remained open in Frankfurt, Munich, 
Weisbaden and Stuttgart. 
tion of new pix stopped completely 
since Jan. 27 because of coal and 
| power cutoff. 


— 





| Worker-Mgt. Fuss Brings 


Crisis in German Legit 
Weisbaden, U. S. Zone, Feb. 10. 


The new constitution of Greater 
Hesse, which contains provisions for 
|worker committees to take part in 
business management and hiring and 
firing of help, has brought about a 
crisis in the Staatstheatre here. 

The workers committee, or 
Betriebsrat, presented management 
with list of demands for part in de- 
termining wage scales, choice of 
| repertory and casting. Chairman of 
ithe committee called on management 
to stick to constitution, and manage- 
ment doesn’t like the idea. 





Produc- | 


have simply put away) west End Managers was submitted | 


to arbitration. Differences arose as a 
‘result of the curtailment of theatre 
| performances to six a week instead 
lof eight or nine becausé of the cur- 
rent coal shortage. When managers 
attempted to cut actors’ salaries 
British Equity threatened strike 


laction, claiming no cuts could be 


made before arbitration. 

Arbiter in the case-is Sir Val- 
entine Holmes, who is currently in 
charge of the BBC graft enquiry. 
The Thursday meet strongly pro- 
| tested any pay cuts made before the 


_arbiter’s decision, but both the actors | 


and managers seem agreed that no 
| deduction should be made on salaries 
lof less than $40 a week, while others 
above that should take proportional 
‘cuts. All shows cut as a result of 


government curtailment are 
| matinees. 
| Figured that theatre managers 


have lost an average of $4,000 weekly 

jin the performance cut. Several 
| shows are ready to be withdrawn if 
cold weather persists. 


Goldsmith is in the U.S. producing 
\“Out of the Blue,” adaptation of 
| Vera Caspary novel, for Eagle-Lion. 
| He has turned out such films as “The 
Stars Look Down,” “Hatters Castle” 
and “Bedelia,” currently playing. 





Pat Hamilton Scripting 
Own Play for Hitchcoc 


Patrick Hamilton, w.k. British au- 
thor, has been signed to write the 
‘screen adaptation of his own play, 
|“Rope,” first film on the schedule of 
| Transatlaantic Films, indie produc- 
tion outfit headed up by Alfred 
'Hitchcock and Sidney Bernstein. 
Hamilton is due over in the spring 
to begin work on the picture, which 
@ill go into production as soon as 
Hitchcock winds up his current 
“Paradise Case.” 

Bernstein, meanwhile, arrives in 
New York from the Coast this week 
en route to London. He'll stay over 
a few days for confabs on “Rope” 
with Al Margolies, eastern rep of 
| Transatlantic. 


brought nice returns, while Charles | 


Avers English Producer | 


of native films in| 


+ U. S. majors, stymied heretofore 
in their attempts to acquire foreign 
theatres because of the abnormally 
j} high prices being asked by native 
|; owners, are currently planning to 
| sidestep the cost angle. Companies 
|plan to buy foreign houses anyway 
|and compensate for the upped costs 
| by switching part of profits earned 
in those countries into a lower tax 
bracket. Move would be accom- 
plished by chalking up part of their 
| profits to capital investment and 
| operating expenses, instead of clear 
| profit from film distribution. 

Metro, about the only company 
currently buying foreign theatres in 
the open market, will reportedly 
lead the way in the new move as 
well. Following close on the heels 
of the recent announcement that 
Metro had bought five new theatres 
in Europe, the company is currently 
dickering with the French Gaumont 
interests to buy back the old Gau- 
mont-Loew-Metro chain in France, 
which Metro formerly owned. 
| Arthur M. Loew, prexy of Loew's 
| International, reportedly opened ne- 
gotiations for the purchase during 
his pre-Christmas trip to Europe 
and hopes to close the deal when he 
returns to France next month. 
French government officials look fa- 
vorably on the deal, since payment 
would be made via dollar credit in 
the U. S. which the French need 
badly. Metro, it’s believed, isn’t in- 
terested so much in immediate 
returns on the theatre properties as 
in reducing the French taxes on 
company éarnings in France. 

Consummation of the deal is ex- 
pected to pave the way for a raft 
of foreign theatre acquisitions by 
other U. S. majors. Barney Balaban, 
Paramount prexy, reportedly 
thought of a similar idea a year ago 
and is believed to have sent Par 
reps to Europe on a search for suit- 
able theatres. Joseph H. Seidelman, 
Universal International prexy, is 
slated to attend the U continental 
sales convention in Paris in March 
and is also expected to be on the 
lookout for theatres to buy under a 
Similar setup. 


-TTALIAN PIX MARKET 
REPORTED GLUTTED 


Paris, Feb. 18. 

One can more easily sell Italian 
pix in Paris than French imports in 
Italy, according .to Mario Bellotti, 
export manager of Italian Lux Co., 
who is now in Paris. He describes 
the Italian market as positively 
glutted. Besides American pictures, 
there are over 150 French imports 
on the market. He says he has on 
hand six “good” French pictures, 
most of them dubbed in Italian (at 
$10,000 each), for which he cannot 
get playing dates. 

Also complains about the number- 
less film festivals skedded in many 
countries, which are more carnivals 
than trade fairs effectively promot- 
ing business. He is in favor of the 
Belgian forthcoming meet, but 
would like to see the festivals inter- 
nationally curbed to one a year for 
the continent. 

Bellotti, who before the war was 
Korda’s rep here, is attempting to 
organize Italian international sales, 
beginning with Buenos Aires. In 
Paris he operates through the local 
firm Zenith in which Lux have an 
interest. 


Mex Strike Threatened 


Mexico City, Feb. 10. 

All film houses of Chiapas state, 
rich Guatemalan border region, are 
| threatened with a strike by the Na- 
}tional Cinematographic Industry 
| Workers Union (STIC) unless they 
|grant pay hikes of 25%-60% and 
| grant other benefits. 
| The federal board of conciliation 
‘and arbitration is striving to avert 
| the strike. 
| 
|BERMUDA’S WHARF THEATRE 
Hamilton, Bermuda, Feb. 27. 
| Wharf theatre of Provincetown, 
| Mass, razed by the 1940 hurricane, 
lis to be built on the waterfront 
| here by the founder, Mrs. Margaret 
Hewes Gosling. 
| Designed by Cleon Throckmorton, 
| theatre is expected to be ready by 
early summer. Property has already 
been acquired for the structure, 
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Even 42d St., With 


Its Unique Films, 
Faces Shortages 


Continuing product shortage, the 





bane of most subsequent run exhibs 
today, has hit probably hardest in 
the country at the “biggest movie | 
center of the world’—New York’s | 


42nd street, between Broadway and | 
8th avenue. Street is so named be- 
cause of its 10 filmeries concentrated 
in less than ene block. 

With all 10 of the houses running 
the same type product, including 
mostly subsequent runs, reissues and 
B pictures, the product situation has 
always been tight, according to Mar- | 
tin Levine, assistant to William | 
Brandt of the Brandt theatres. Now | 
that the majors have either cut out | 
reissues or boosted them into the A 
pix category and have sliced the 
number of B’s turned out, the strect, | 
which ran an average of 20 pix! 
weekly, will be faced with an acute 
shortage, Levine said. 

Street, which is probably the only 
one of its kind in the world, is also 
facing other buying problems. Al- 
though Levine declined to comment 
on this, he implied the distribs had 
lost no time in cutting in on their 
share of the hypoed profits earned 
during the last few years by switch- 
ing from flat rentals to percentage 
terms Biz has fallen off 10-20% 
during the last few months, however, 
Levine _ said. He attributed the 
slump to the mediocrity of product 
turned out and the, fact that the 
publie is fast becoming selective in 
its film fare, refusing to go for a 
picture tat already did poorly in 
previous runs, 

Of the 10 houses, the Brandt chain | 
operates six of them, three are run 
by Max Cohen’s Cinema circuit and 
the Laffmovie is operated by James 
J. Mage, who leases the house from 
the Brandts. Most of them were 
legit houses 25 years and several la- 
ter switched to burlesque when legit 
moved farther uptown. When they | 
all went in for films, several trie1 
a 24-hour-a-day grind policy, but all 
have eliminated that, because of the | 
tramps who made the theatres their | 
nightly flop houses. Damage done 
by the all-night habituees often | 
overshadowed the grosses, Levine | 
said. 

Brandt chief revealed that, despite 
the similarity of product, his six 
houses each operate on an individ- 
ualized policy, with each having 
built up its own clientele during the 
last few years. Flagship of the 
Street is the Selwyn, which gets all 
product immediately after it’s gone 
through the Loew circuit. Apolio, 
formerly a last-rurw foreign house, 
recently switched its policy to one | 
of extended runs of the top foreign | 
pix, playing day-and-date’ with) 
Brandt's Atlantic in Brooklyn. Film | 
recently ran “Les Miserables” for | 
four weeks and has booked Danielle 
Darrieux’s first postwar film, “Her 
First Affair,” to open next Wednes- 
day (19). That will be followed by 
“Carmen,” which moves over from 


the first run Ambassador. 
which | 
changes three times weekly, runs a | 


Times Square theatre, 
straight menu of westerns and action 
Pictures, while the Victory concen- 
trates on horror and exploitation- 
type pictures. Lyric shows only the 
top reissues and the Liberty is a 
moveover house for the Selwyn. It’s 
not uncommon, Levine said, for a 
large party of people to come down 
to the street and split up, with sev- 
eral going to each house so that they 
Can see any type picture they want 
and then reassembling after ‘the 
show. Husbands and 
even been known to split up so that 
each can go to a different theatre, 
he said. 


Levine declared that the street at- 


tracts all kinds of customers, includ- | 


ing both New Yorkers and hicks. 
Several pix have played different 
theatres in the block 30 or 40 dif- 
erent times, including both “Scar- 
face” and “M,” latter a German-made 
horror film starring Peter Lorre. 


NEW NU-SCREEN CO. 
Herman Gluckman, 
the War Activities Committee, has 
been named president of the newly 
Organized Nu-Screen Corp. Com- 
pany, along with Sparks-Withington 
Co., has developed and is distribut- 
ing a new type of concave, convex 
screen made of fibre glass. 
Gluckman, prior to his five years 
association with WAC, was fran- 
Chise-holder for Republic Pictures in 
New York and eastern Pennsylvania. 





1 he 
}of Rep southern exchanges. u 


Lewis West as Horne’s 
Aide; Montgomery Set 


Bernard Lewis leaves New York 
for the Coast at the end of this week 
to take up the post of exec assistant 
to Hal Horne, Story Productions 
oe oe oe es © cently | stroyed Sunday (23) in a $200,000 
Tahaan” an eaditin aaean Piro | fire. Early morning blaze is believed 

- t , i "s - 
for Story, took over last week. ee ee eee ene ote 

Lewis’ principal function on the|’ y rojecti 
Coast will be coordination of pro- | ee ee See 


: 4 sy ment costing $7,000 had just been in- 
duction with publicity. Montgomery } stalled last week. Citizens Theatre 
comes to Story from the J. Arthur |Co,, operators of the house, stated a 


Rank organization, for which he! new theatre will be built in the 
most recently was director of pub- | spring as a replacement 

licity in England on pix to be re- | 
leased in the U. S. 


FIRES RAZE ST. L00, 
IND’POLIS THEATRES 


Indianapolis, Feb. 25. 
The 40-year-old Sourwine theatre 
building at Brazil, Ind. 











$100,000 Blaze 
> & St. Louis, Feb. 25 
° ’ Cairo Opera House, Cairo, [l., a 
Grainger’s Coast Stay unit of IL W. Rodgers circuit was 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. among five business buildings de- 


James R. Grainger, Republic vee- troyed by fire last week. Blaze ap- 
pee over sales, arrived yesterday parently started in an apartment in 
(Ménday) from a three-weeks’ tour |the building housing the 500-seat 


itre 


Total fire loss was near $100,000 
A. B. Johnson Holds 
Eagle-Lion Do-Re-Mi 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Arthur B. Johnson was appointed 


chief West Coast financial officer for 
Eagle-Lion and will serve addition- 


He'll remain here for two weeks 
of studio confabs before returning to 
the homeoffice. 





DELAY EAGLE SUIT 
Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 
Superior Court granted American 
Eagle Films an extension of time to 


was de-| 





Majors, who raised as much, 
squawk about the unfeasibility of| 
| competitive bidding as did the indie | 


| 


exhibs, now find the system can be | 
used to their advantage in tough | 
booking Through the | 
simple expedient of threatening to | 
| throw their product on the open 


situations. 


auction block in such situations, dis- 


trib toppers can usually influence 


a reluctant exhibitor on terms and 
cream dates desired. 

Such use of bidding over the heads 
of exhibs, of course is only a 
temporary expedient since the 
system is slated to go into general 
industry use July 1, under terms of 


the anti-trust decree. Distrib execs, 
moreover, can only use the measure 
in situations deemed competitive 
since the decree has designated only 
those situations as 
competitive bidding 


Ms 
which 
should be in- 


ones in 


Competitive Bidding Even Now Can 
Influence Certain Terms and Dates 


available, could always refuse to 
buy a block of pictures as an ex- 
pression of their bargaining power 
and were usually assured that their 
competition, also enough product, 
would not buy what they had turned 
down, With most first run situations 


' currently extremely hard pressed for 


product, the exhibs must either kick 
through or take a chance on the 
product being sold away from them. 

How widely the bidding system 
has been used as a club in this way 
is not known, but several cases have 
been reported in val 
One 


ious parts of the 


country exhib, for example, 


wanted to book a top picture of one 
»f the majors into his house during 
the forthcoming Holy Week. When 
he branch manager turned down 
the deal, the exhib put in a call to 


the company’s homeoffice where he 
was told that unless he took the 
picture on the date desired by the 
distrib, the film would be thrown 
open to competitive bidding. 
Distrib toppers, on their side, 
claim they're only trying to protect 


March 3 to answer a suit filed by ally as tiaison between E-L and augurated their interests and reiterate that 
Eazgle-Lion. Pathe Industries, its parent com- Chief reason why exhibs will they're always willing to make an 
E-L seeks an injunction restraining , pany usually come through with demands | adjustment with an exhib, if the 
the defendant from using the name A E. Bollinger. formerly with of distribs is the product shortage exhib can prove that terms on a pic- 
“American Eagle.” claiming it causes Universal was named controller: in first run houses. First run exhibs | ture were too high and that helest 

confusion in the film industry. for E-L. heretofore, with enough product | money on the playdate 
_ —— a _ — _-< 
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They spend $1,300,000 for movies 
in REDBOOK. Florida 








wives have) 


The motion picture theatres of Redbook, 
Florida fill every seat in the house on an 
average, 3, times daily. And small 
wonder, since these 42,000 young, free- 
spending Redbook families were in on 
; the first publication of such stories as 
“The Razor's Edge”, “Claudia and 
David” and “The Green Years”. 


First in entertainment, Redbook has, 
time and again, been the first publisher 
of the stories upon which top box office 


treasurer of | 





pictures are based. 


Precondition this avid movie audi- 
ence with advertising of your newest 
screen releases. You can do it at a pro- 
rata rate of $97 a page—and that's a 
buy! 

Redbook readers throughout the 
U. S. A. spend $46,000,000 a yeas to see 
motion pictures. Make sure that they 
spend their money to see your produc- 
tion, 


wf REDBOOK, U.S.A! 


YOU'D SPEND MONEY, TOO, IF fOU HAD 
6 BILLION DOLLARS LEFT AFTER TAXES! 


That's what makes the audience of the 
Redbook National Show such an attractive 
crowd to advertisers. They buy a billion 
dollars worth of food and spend 134 mil- 
lion dollars in drug stores. $44,100 will 
put your product up where they can see 
it 12 times a 
year in full black 
and white pages. 
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| “expert and potent box office... 


! says Film Daily 

















. A ‘super’ Western of three-dimensional calibre 
amply stocked with names” M. P. DAILY..."‘Angel’ 
stand-out ... Wayne does his best job since ‘Stage- 








coach’” VARIETY... “Interesting and exciting en- 
tertainment” SHOWMEN'S TRADE REVIEW... “Safe 


en oe . * 2 
See a ia. % 


box office bet anywhere” DAILY VARIETY. . “Some- 
thing different and interesting to the general 


public” INDEPENDENT ...“A big-time, big-scale 
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attraction” HOLLYWOOD REPORTER... “Tender 








and touching...an exciting fabric that in- 





cludes gun-duels, horseback pursuits and 
fist fights’ M. P. HERALD... “Should ride 


into the better grosses... satisfy the ladies” 
ti} THE EXHIBITOR 
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Thumbnose Sketch—Geo. S. Kaufman 


By JOE LAURIE, Jr. 

















It was in 1889; in Pittsburgh, that Mr. and Mrs. Kaufman were putting | 
| Stage play, 


on heirs. They called this one George S, Kaufman. 


They spanked the new bavy until its motor got started; it has never language for her part in the picture 


stopped since, He wasn't exactly a homely kid, but his mother would 
pull his carriage instead of pushing it, so she wouldn't have to look in his 
face. George went to a little black schoolhouse in Pittsburgh, where he 
picked up a smattering of state capitols, past and perfect tenses, plus 
paper-wad trajectory. He went to high school but had nothing to show 
for it but an education. 


It was in high school that he first got his taste for show business, as an 
amateur. And you know, once on the amateur stage, always an actor! 
They presented a play called “The Queen’s Messenger.” Our hero was 


the leading man, playing the messenger. He had no lines to speak, but 


made his part important by delivering a registered letter instead of the 
regular one they gave him. He studied law and was the only student 
lawyer who was ever swayed by a jury. He couldn’t take it, so gave it up. 


His first job was as a chain and transit man with a surveying corps. 
But they were practically auditions. 
he became-a salesman for shoelaces, heels and sole leather. 
in the first four-flush of his youth. He was different than 
18. 19 and 20—he was 16. 


Between customers (which was frequent) he would send in humorous 
contributions to F.P.A.’s column on the N. Y. Evening Mail. F.P.A. 
his column but encouraged George by publishing his stuff. George’s humor 
began to appear in all the leading wastepaper baskets in the country. 
He aimosit became bankrupt from bribing editors to publish his stuff. In 
1912 the Washington Times needed a humorous writer besides the guy who 
was doing the idiotorials. So F.P.A. recommended George, who got the 
job and wrote a column entitled “This and That and a Little of the Other.” 
The title was so long that he had very little writing to do to fill his col- 
umn. After a year he gave up his job because of something that the 
owner, Frank A. Munsey, said to him. The exact words were: “You're 
fired, Kaufman!” That was the only good thing Munsey ever did for the 
theatre. 


| 

For a while our hero was shooting at nothing—and hitting the mark 
every time. His father told him he would go far—in fact, he stood out in 
the road and pointed! So George went to New York, where he regained 
unconsciousness. He landed a job on the Evening Mail, later became a 
stage news reporter on the N. Y. Tribune, then succeeded Brock Pember- 
ton as drama editor of the N. Y. Times. Pemberton was then preparing 
to enjoy the money he was going to make years later from “Harvey.” 
Kaufman proved that a drama editor is a stage reporter whose legs went 
back on him. Aftr reviewing some of the plays of that period he decided 
he could do better, so in 1918 he started his collaborative career. Play- 
wrights would come up to him and say, “George, I got a good gag,” and 
George would say, “Great, all we need now is a second act!” 

His first play was written with Larry Evans and Walter Percival. It was 
called “Someone in the House.” There wasn’t, so they closed it after five 
weeks. George then did an adaptation of “Jacques Duval.” In 1921 he and 


the boys of 








Hitting at Nothing | 





| Samuel 


duced by Jerry Wald for Warner from 


Bette Mum in Next 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Bette Davis will play a deaf-mute 
in “Johnny Belinda,” to be pro- 


a screenplay by Irmgard Von Cube | 
and Allen Vincent, based on the 


Actress is taking lessons in sign 





Small-Seaters Have 
Better Chance at Bally 
Beneftis — Cummins | 


Planning an intimate theatre cir- | 
cuit in such key cities as Washington, 
New York, St. Louis and Pittsburgh, 


Cummins, general manager 


| of the Pix Theatre Co., reveals that 


He really started from the bottom; | 
He was now | 


hurt | 


his projected houses wil! not exceed 
600 seats and would screen “unusual” 
film fare. Small seater, Cummins 
pointed out, is in a better strategic 
position to reap exploitational bene- 
fits and word-of-mouth business | 
from foreign films, since quite often 
that type of product, he said, needs 
“two to three weeks to establish it- 
self.” 

Larger houses with high overheads, 
Cummins noted, must garner a mini- 
mum gross the first four days of a 


| film’s run or they yank the pic. They 


can't afford to wait while the picture 


| gains momentum. Citing the experi- 


} 





| 


Marc Connelly started banging out hits like “Dulcy,” “To the Ladies,” “The | 


49’ers,” “Merton of the Movies,” “Helen of Troy, N. Y.,” “Deep-Tangled 


ence of “Henry V,” he said a tieup 
with the Theatre Guild helped it 
along the first couple weeks and 
after that the film had worked up 
enough interest to carry the ball on 
its own. 

Cummins’ firm, which currently 
operates some eight theatres on the 
mid-Atlantic coast, is preparing a 
new Washington unit modeled along | 
the lines of the Walter Reade-built | 
Park Avenue theatre, N. Y. A 600 
seater and ultra deluxer, it will be 
“located in the heart of Washington” 
and, according to Cummins, will 
charge a $1.10 minimum but will not 
have a reserved seat policy, as does 
the Reade house. Elsewhere in the 
capital Pix Theatres expects to spend 
$100,000 o® its 850 seater, the Pix, for 
renovations and is mulling construc- | 


tion of a 1,500 seat neighborhood 
house, | 
Firm also opened the 500-seat Pix 


in Philadelphia Dec. 23, which Cum- | 
mins said is the most expensive the- 
atre of its size in the country, cost- 


Wildwood,” “Beggar on Horseback” and “Be Yourself.” Then with Morrie! jing $500,000. Currently the theatre | 


Ryskind, he wrote musical hits like “Animal Crackers,” “Of Thee I Sing” 
(the first musical to receive the Pulitzer Prize), “Let ’Em Eat Cake” and 
“Bring On the Girls.” Ring Lardner helped him with “June Moon,” while 
with Edna Ferber as his collaborator he wrote smash hits like “Royal Fam- 
ily.” “Dinner at 8,” “Stage Door” and “Minick.” He then soloed with 
“The Butter and Egg Man,” “Cocoanuts” and “Strike Up the Band.” With 
Herman Mankiewicz he wrote “The Good Fellow,” and then came a couple 


with Alexander Woollcott, “The Channel Road” and “The Dark Tower.” | 


Howard Dietz and he turned out “The Band Wagon,” and with Katherine 
Dayton “The First Lady.” Then came a series of wows with Moss Hart 
as his collab. 


“Once In a Life Time,” in which George played the part of Lawrence 
Vail, he played himself. Some said he was miscast. But business was so 
terrific that the ushers were always standing. There were such others as 
“Merrily We Roll Along,” “You Can’t Take It With You” (another Pulitzer 
Prize-winner ), “I'd Rather Be Right,” “The Fabulous Invalid,” “The Amer- 
ican Way,” “The Man Who Came to Dinner” (in which George also played 
On the wheat circuit). You see, he didn’t depend on his comb to give him 
apart. “George Washington Slept Here,” “The Late George Apley,” “Hol- 
lywood Pinafore” (which didn't get a Pulitzer Prize) were other collab 
efforts, though not all necessarily with Hart. 

He has proven himself the ace stage director of Broadway by putting his 
magic touch on hits like “Front Page,” “June Moon,” “Joseph.” “Once In a 
Life Time,” “Of Thee I Sing,” “Here Today,” “Dinner at 8,” “Let "Em Eat 
Cake,” “Stage Door,” “Can't Take It With You,” “Of Mice and Men,” 
“Doughgirls.” “I'd Rather Be Right.” “My Sister Eileen” and many, many 
others, 
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Good Yellers Get Together 








He has learned to write by writing. He likes the companionship of his 
collaborators, It’s a case of good yellers getting together. He and his 


would laugh at his, and he would laugh at his own. 
in a sad sort of a way. A genius who can make words obey his ea 
Ideas just come and sit down in his mind. He loves to play poker. When 
he plays it is practically a benefit for his fellow players. He has been 
trimmed more times than a wick on the lamp of a lighthouse. He is also 
@ terrific croquet player, which is a lot like chess with sweat. 

At rehear’sals he is all over the stage showing the actors what to do and 
how to do it. One actor took him for his shadow. He doesn't ‘look like 
an actor or writer, but neither did Lincoln look like a president. He wears 
Spectacles to keep his eyes warm He is not a very good dresser; he and 
his suits don’t slump in the same places; his pants don’t get up when he 
does. He is tall for his height and would look taller, but he never wears 
a hat. He does insist on wearing.a new tie every day; it’s new to him He 
likes puns. “One man’s Mede is another Man's Persian” is one of his 
samples. Of course, nobody ever got famous on one crack, except the 
Liberty Bell. On his opening nights he is a spasm of silent hysteria. He 
keeps walking around the block all evening. but gets back in time to 
Count up the night's feceipts. 

Nature has given him a sharp wit, playful sarcasm and a healthy humor. 
His name on‘a play is a promise of quality, and laughs. He once eollab- 
orated on a picture in Hollywood: he held a guy while they were tattooing 
him. George always looks like he smells a platitude. He has a fine com- 
mand of the English language: he sez nothing. He takes a rib. especially 
When it has meat on it. He dislikes office boys, clerks, waiters, taxi drivers, 
phone girls and babies. But he does like peppermints! 

He is now rich, probably from having money. He loves the theatre as 
an institution, His contribution to the stage, as a writer, actor. director, 
Wit and humorist has been great. And with it all he is good natured, mod- 
€st and generous. 

‘There is a Kaufman Peak in Russian Turkestan: it’s 22.993 
George §. Kaufman stands just as high in show business! 


feet high. 


| 


} 





| 
' 


has “Henry V” and is drawing strong | 
biz at $2.80 top. | 





Film Biz Readying Next 
For Red Cross Campaign’ 


With the motion picture industry's 
cooperation in the 1947 March of 
Dimes campaign successfully con- 
cluded, the industry. continues to | 
prep for other charity drives coming , 
up in the future. Next on the list | 
is the Red Cross campaign. in which | 
eight majors are cooperating by dis- | 
tributing the Red Cross short, “Call 
to Action,” from their various ex- | 
changes, 

More than 15,000 theatres are ex- 
pected to run the short during Red 
Cross month, March 1-31, according 
to Tom J. Connors, 20th-Fox vecpee 
over sales and chairman of the na- 
tional distributors committee of the 
industry. Short runs seven minutes 


|/and has been approved for showing 


| charged with infringement of 


ie : hy of which about 3,000 
writing companions would sit for hours laughing at each other's jokes, they | 


He is highly amusing | 


by most- exhib associations. Red 
Cross is not asking for theatre col- 
lections this year, so that most 
exhibs are expected to run the short, 
prints have 
been turned out. 

Film industry is also expected to 
cooperate: fully in the forthcoming 
cancer drive and the Greater New 
York Fund campaign. 


2 U.S. Aides Acquitted 
In False Arrest Suit 
Chicago, Feb. 25. 





Aftermath of a million-dollar false 
arrest suit against two U. S. aides, 
vho arrested Charles Fine. projec- 


tionist, for allegedly selling print of 
“Going My Way,” is acquittal of 
Edmund Johnson, assistant U. S. it- 
torney, and FBI agent Hugh Gordo: 

Fine, arrested Dec. 7, 1945, afic: 
selling “Going” print for $200, was 


Copy - 


| right and was discharged in Federal 


in dismissing the suit, held that cerned and would be damaging to 

Johnson and Gordon had acted with- | the public 

in their official duties in making the The court erred in concluding 

arrest. Remaining defendants who that «such divestiture would not 
leome to trial Feb. 27 are J. Harold remedy the illegal practices found } 
| Stevens. Chi Paramount branch man- by it which has unreasonably re- , 
; ager, and Paramount Pictures, Ine ‘stricted competition in the industry. | 


court last December after testifying 

he had bought the pic at a Railway 

Express Agency salvage sale 
Federal Judge Philip L. Sullivan 


llization of 


' that 


U and UA Decree Appeals Reiterate 
They Shouldn't Be Bunched With Big 5 











| Decree Appeal 


Continued from page 7 








commented the brief, “the court's 
failure to find any actual monopo- 
exhibition seems inex- 
plicable. The areas of commerce 
embraced by the defendants’ theatre 
operations were sufficiently large to 


be the subject of monopolization 
even though the defendants might 
not be regarded as having ever in- 


tended to secure a 
monopoly of exhibition 


nationwide 
“The basic issue posed by this ap- 
peal is one of judicial power rather 
than mere of judicial dis- 
cretion. District Court is 


exercise 


If the 


jright in its assumption that the un- 


tried and unenforcible competitive 
bidding relief is an adequate substi- 
tute for the traditional divestiture 
relief, and complete prohibition of 
future agreement among the guilty 
defendants, traditionally applied in 
situations of this character, then a 
proceeding under Section 4 of the 
Sherman Act has become an instru- 
ment for protecting an established 
monopoly from eithei effective 
judicial or legislative correction.” 


Lists ‘Points of Error 


Some of the main points of error 


alleged by the Anti-Trust Division 
are: 
The court erred in concluding 


+ Filing 





their appeals last week, 
Universal and United Artists again 
hammered away at the point that 
they never should have been 
bunched with the Big Five in the 
anti-trust action. U went so far as 
to note that Republic Pictures, in- 
dependent distrib, “is larger relative 
to Universal than Universal is rela- 
tive to any of the ‘big five.’” Both 
companies appealed from every sub- 


stantial portion of the.decree except 
partial divorcement and asked for 
its upset in toto 

U raised a ‘question for U.S. su- 
preme Court contemplation “which 
has been puzzling’ both distribs and 
exhibs Noting “patent deficiencies 
in the competitive bidding method,” 
U’s brief said: “To cite only one, it 


is provided that the exhibitor may 
offer to license a picture upon a flat 
rental or for a percentage of the 
gross receipts, and that the distribu- 
tor is to accept the bid of the high- 


est bidder. Yet it should be plain 


{that if one exhibitor offers $1,000 


for a picture and another offers 25% 
of his gross receipts, it will be im- 


| possible to determine which is the 
highest bidder.” 

Again presenting the poor relative 

j pitch, U asserted that “unrestricted 


that the relief granted was adequate | 


to prevent the guilty defendants 
from unreasonably restraining com- 
petition in the motion picture busi- 
ness in the future. 


The court erred in concluding 
that the major defendants had not 
actually achieved a monopoly in ex- 


|hibition either collectively or Singly. 


The court erred in not conclud- 


jing that the defendants had actually 


monopoly of | 
| adequate 


achieved a collective 
distribution. 


The court erred in failing to 
prohibit the guilty defendants from 
making clearance agreements in the 
future. 


The court erred in failing to 
prohibit the continued use by the 
major defendants of each. other's 
theatres as exhibition outlets foi 
each other’s films. 


The court erred in failing to 
require the major defendants to di- 
vest themselves of all their theatre 
holdings. 
failing to 


The court erred in 


prohibit absolutely any future ac- | 


quisition of theatre interests by the 
major defendants. 


The court erred in failing to 
prohibit the major defendants from 
continuing to exhibit their own films 
in their own theatres upon terms 
which discriminate against their 
competitors. 


The court erred in 
competitive bidding as appropriate 
relief in situations’ where the de- 
tendants’ theatres were in competi- 
tion with independent theatres. 


The court erred in failing to 
require that all competitive bids be 
stated in terms of flat rental. 


The court erred in concluding 
that the factor of print cost would 
confine exhibition to high-priced 
theatres unless a system of succes- 


decreeing 


condemnation of franchises crippled 
Universal, a relatively small distri- 
butor, in its efforts to compete with 
integrated companies.” U 
has as much right, or more, to show- 
cases as the Big Five, appeal argued, 
but franchise nix negates that right 
tinless the company is prepared to 
resort to the expensive process of 
buying houses outright 

Attacking the decree 
which makes it incumbent 
distrib to defend clearances, 
this to say. “It placed upon Uni- 
versal the impossible and _ illegal 
burden of sustaining the reasonable- 
from the standpoint of the 
exhibitor’s interests, not the pub- 
lic’s or its all clearances 
granted, without prescribing any 
standards for the deter- 
mination of what would be. reason- 
able. Yet under the competitive bid- 
ding system prescribed by the court 
the exhibitor is the one fixes 
the clearance.” 

UA’s Argument 

UA cited six substantial questions 
which merited a reversal. Price-fix- 
ing ban was improper, UA argued, 
because licensing is not parallel with 
the sale of commodities, Fallacious 
finding of conspira¢y on clearance 
was also claimed, point being made 
that “undisputed evidence showed 
that this similarity was due entirely 
to competitive factors rather than 
to any agreement or understanding 
amongst the distributor defendants.” 

Company joined with U in pasting 
fixing of clearance burden on dis- 
tribs. On franchises too, UA backed 
U, with the declaration that they 
“insured the independent exhibitor 


the large 


provision 
the 
U had 


upon 


ness 


own. of 


who 


| product for his theatre, did not re- 


strain trade, and provided the non- 
theatre-owning defendants additional 


| outlets for their product.” 


lis a 


sive runs protected by clearance is 


employed. | 


16. The court erred in concluding 
that competition can be introduccd 
into the present system of fixing 


admission prices, clearances and runs 


by requiring a defendant-ecxhibitor. 
when licensing its features, to grani 
the license for each run at a reason- 


able clearance (if clearance is in- 
volved) to tne highest bidder. 
The court erred in concluding 


that the defendants’ theatre holdings 
ire not large enough to permit them. 
individually or collectively, to have 


a monopoly of exhibition. 
The court erred in concluding 
iat there was or would be under 


decree adequate competition be- 
cen theatres operated by the 
major defendants in any city 
The erred in 
total theatre divestiture would 
be injurious to the corporations con- 


court concluding 


Reversal on competitive bidding 
was demanded. “The Sherman Act 
provides for injunctions against the 
continuance of practices found un- 
lawful; it does not authorize the 
court to prescribe affirmative ways 
of doing business,” UA said. “This 
legislative function, not a ju- 
dicial one.” 





NAACP U. Wisc. Branch 
Protests Disney’s ‘South’ 


Madison, Feb. 25. 
Formal protest has been entered 


against showing of Walt Disney’s 
“Song of the South,” by the Uni- 


versity of Wisconsin chapter of the 
National Assn. for the Advancement 
of Colored People together with the 
Madison NAACP. Film opened Feb. 
12 at the Capitol! here. 

Both groups issued a joint state- 


ment ealling the live-actior color 
feature “viciously slanted” in its 
depiction o° the Negro as an inferior 
and illiterate type. They added that 
it was more than unfortunate that 
the film opened on Lincoln's birth- 


day at the Werner Bros. house 

Asking all Madison citizens not to 
see the picture, they said, “Great 
harm can be done by the distortion 
of fact in this film.” 





WESTMORE AT U-I 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Buddy Westmore has taken over 
post as makeup department chief at 
Universal-International 

He succeeds Jack Pierce, who held 
post for 20 years. Latter resigned 
two weeks ago. 
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Atlantic City. 

With former GI's from manager 
and owner down to its janitor as its 
staff, Shore theatre will open next 
Friday (28). The theatre operated 
here for many years as the City 
Sauare under Edward J. O'Keefe. 
The new house will be one of the 


House Staff Preps Shore, 


other purposes. 

Ye Colony theatre, a. new 400- 
seater,-Oak Grove, Mo., has lighted 
and is under the managership of 


| Louis area in recent weeks include 
ithe Tern, Alexis, Il; The Crest, 
| Cerro Gordo, Il, and the New 
from | Globe, Savannah, Mo, 





Malone theatre at Malone 
Charley Joseph. 

Deal has been concluded by Law- 
rence Miller, Robb & Rowley circuit 
partner, and Don C. Douglas, public 


relations director, for purchase Of | ithe eastern and southern division 





Par Ups Salesmen 


Paramount has upped a number of 
its sales staffers to higher spots in 





Waxman chain, The group operates | 


the Hollywood, Astor and Cinema. 
Max J. Chasens, ex-Army captain, is 
owner manager. Jack Kauffman, 


former GI, will be general manager. | 





WB-UA Tieup on “Derseys” 


Pittsburgh. 
Biggest radio promotional tie-up | 
here for a picture in a long time will 
be the dance Warner theatre and 
UA are tossing tomorrow (Wed) 


' 
night in co-tieup with WWSW for | 


“Fabulous Dorseys,” which opens 
downtown the following day. It’s 
been labeled the Dorsey Disc Dig, 
with admission one record of any 


kind. Waxings will be turned over | 


to charitable organizations. 


Metro’s McLeod Feted 
Indianapolis. 

D. S. McLeod, Metro office man- 
ager, returned visit at old home near 
Red Bank, N. J., to be feted by staff 
on 20th anniversary with company. 

Two local nabes, Carroll Noe’s 
Avalon and Abe Baker's Towne, now 
are cOaxing the customers with stage 
shows one night a week. Fare usu- 
ally features hillbilly acts from local 
radio stations. 

Hudson Enterprises, operators of 
Strand at Kendallville, Ind., now re- 
modeling Princess in,same town. 

Associated Theatre Owners board 
of directors to meet at Hotel Antlers, 
March 4. 








Ford te Milwaukee For RKO 
Memphis. 
RKO’'s Terry Turner shifted Pub- 
licist Fred Ford from Memphis ter- 
ritory to Milwaukee. Ford formerly 
managed theatres for Lightman, and 
had been in Memphis 13 years. Carol 
Weld, of Atlanta, succeeds him here. 





4 Texas Theatre Deals 


, Dallas. 

Forrest Dunlap, who operates a 
small circuit with headquarters here, 
sold his Ritz at‘Sallisaw, Oklahoma 
to L. G. Bumpers. Dunlap will con- 
tinue to operate his two houses at 
Cisco and one at Whitney, Texas, 
and another at Fort Smith, Arkansas. 

A. V. Wade and his son, Martin, 
bought the Powell Hotel at Gaines- 
ville which they will convert into a 
$00 seat heuse. The Wades also op- 
erate the State: theatre here. 


W. M. Sparling, purchased the'his Star 


New York Theatres 











Aldine Theatre Building at Robs- which Hugh Owen heads. Topping 
wperat. ‘the advances is Edward Maloney, 
be ee named sales manager for the Boston | 
WB 2-Day Sales Confab | territory. Maloney, formerly a sales- 
Warner Bros. sales division under | Man, has been with Par 25 years. 
| Ben Kalmenson is conducting a two- | Harold Wyckoff, New Orleans, raised 
|day confab today (Wed) and tomor- | 'rom booking manager to salesman; 
lrow in New York to discuss current | Joseph Murphy, booker, transferred 
lcales matters and forthcoming prod- | to N. O. as booking manages Bert 
uct. Homeoffice execs taking part in | L. Turgeon, Atlanta head booker, and 
l sessions are Samuel Schnieder, v.p.; | B. W. Smith, Jr., book« r, advanced 
Mort Blumenstock, ad-pub director; | to salesmen; and Paul Morgan, head 
Roy Haines, western division sales | Shipper, Atlanta, to booker. oom 
manager; Jules Lapidus, eastern N. Y. trainees Adolph — Trilling, | 
manager; Norman Ayres, southern Gerald Frankel and Phil Isaacs pro- 
manager: Ed Hinchy, playdate head; | moted to bookers as has been Edgat 
Bernard R. Goodman, exchange Fitter, Jr., in Boston. Wendell Clem- 
supervisor, and Stanley Hatch, con- ent, in the Boston shipping depart- | 
tract department manager. ment, has been raised to booker also. 
. Mochrie Completes Setup 
Drive-In Theatre Loop in L. A. Final gap was filled yesterday 
Los Angeles. (Tuesday) in a series of RKO ap- 
Film fans on wheels are motoring pointments resulting from the crea- 
‘into a new combination, the United | tion last week of a new sales divi- 
States Drive-In Theatres, Inc., a/sion. Sales veepee Robert Mochrie | 
parent company organized to operate | appointed Albert L. Kolitz, former | 
within a_35-mile radius of Los An-| Cleveland branch manager, to head 
|geles. Charles A. Caballero heads|the Rocky Mountain district, suc- 
|the corporation which consists of | ceeding Len S. Gruenberg. 
| California Drive-In Theatres, -Inc., Gruenberg was promoted to metro- 
'and Pacific Drive-In Theatres. politan district manager replacing | 
Charles Boasberg, who in turn was | 
| put over the newly created sales di- | 
vition covering southern states, the | 
i met district and Canada. 

















} —_ -_ —_—_ 
Many Missouri Theatre Deals 
St. Louis. 

R. D. Roth reelected prez of Lyric 
| theatre, Greenville, Ill., at a stock- 
holders meeting. 

Crescent, Fairfax, Mo., bought by 
'Donald Fraser, Woodlake, 








Reade’s Press Revamp 
Attempting to plug the advertis- | 
ing gap created by the fold of his 
Minn.,| Asbury Park (N. J.) Sun a month 





{owned the 


to retire after operating the house 
since 1910. Hackett and a brother, 


Mo., and Clarinda, Ia. 

Lee Hayob, who’s been assisting 
his uncle, George Hayob in manage- 
ment of Mary Lou, Marshall, Mo., 
acquired a financial interst in the 
house. 

J. T. Ghosen will spend $30,000 for 
a new house in Clinton, Mo., to re- 
place one recently destroyed by 
| fire. 

Tilden Dickson has lighted his 





from Arthur H. Hackett, who plans | 


are interested in theatres in Tarkio, | campaign to drum up business for 
{his five theatres in the resort. Using 


ago and still uninterested in buying 
space in the Asbury Park Press, Wal- 
ter Reade is employing a vigorous 


three-sheets, mailing lists, window 
displays and several sound trucks, 
circuit has also bought time on local 
station WCAP. 2 
Revamped New York homeoffice 
pub-ad department is now headed by 
Stephen W. Brener, former p.a. at 
the Park Ave., N, Y., while Jim 
Brady, who served as ad manager 
for the Sun, has become field repre- 





sentative and will work out of the 





nO ete Bililecs i al |h.o, Held in Reade houses through- 


- out New Jersey, circuit wound up a 
by —s. P Bolinger Springfield, | Conover Cover Girl Contest” last 





Byron Elliott, Miller, Mo., is hav- | week at the Majestic, Perth Amboy. 
ing a commercial building remodeled Shays Vice Goldfarb at UA 


F icture theatre to replace a 
ly cela ‘ P Philip R. Shays named personnel 


‘ . . 
ich will be abandoned and office manager of United Artists, 
taking over duties of Robert Gold- 
farb. Latter shifted to sales depart- 
ment. It’s understood he'll handle 
details in connection with UA’s 
lans for roadshowing “Carnegie 
all” and “Arch of Triumph.” 

Shays was labor relations director 











Done Clarke © Martha Vickers 


dney Greenstreet 
pew © Bros. Hit 


“That Way With Women" 


with 
ALAN HALE e@ CRAIG STEVENS 
in Pe 


rson 
Claude Thornhill 
and His Orchestra 
Special Attraction Direct from 
Holly wood 
Martha Vickers © Alan Hale 


BROADWAY 
AT 47TH STREET Ss T g a N D 





for Henry Kaiser plant at Bristol, 
Pa., and for Republic Aviation. 


ANN SHERIDAN 


In Warner Bros. New Hit 


| “NORA PRENTISS” 





Calgary House $50,000 Facelift 
; Calgary, Alta. 
Renovations to cost $50,000 are be- 


Ce-Starring ing done to Grand here. New mar- 
Kent SMITH © GBruce BENNETT }| quee and new seats will be added. 
Rebert ALDA ncntes See eee been in 
. eatre business in Nor attleford 
Directed by eae 35 years, sold his interests to Famous 


Players Can. Corp. F-P- weuld build 
a $125,000 theatre, to seat 800, in 
North Battleford when materials are 


| B‘way at 51 St. HOLLYWOOD 














available. 











Il Betty GRABLE Dick HAYMES 


“THE SHOGKING MISS PILGRIM 


A 20th Century-Fex Pieture in Technicolor 
Plus.on Stage—PETER LORRE 
GiL LAMB @ Extra! EVELYN KNIGHT 


ROX 7th Ave. & 


50th St. 














Kenneth Hutchinson named to 
newly-created Alberta government 
post of film commissioner. 


Charlotte Co. Lauded by Navy 
Charlotte. 
Hank Hearn, general manager of 
Exhibitor's service here, commended 
by the Navy for service his concern 
rendered during the war. His firm 
procured pictures for all Nevy thea- 








tres in the sixth naval district. 








‘THE BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR’ 
N. Y. Film Critics 


‘The BESI 
QO! Our 








“CALIFORNIA”’ 


In Technicolor Te 

A Paramount Picture Starring City’s film industry got off to a 
Ray MILLAND, Barbara STANWYCK good start in the Red Cross cam- 
Barry FITZGERALD pee which begins March 1, at a 

With @eerge Geulourle, Albert Dekker uncheon-meeting in the Warwick 
Aitieny winn, Frank Faylen ‘B| hotel. Ulrik Smith, Paramount 


" branch manager, was named chair- 
RIVOLI voce’ oben's:20 0 a: 


Philly Set on Red Cross Drive 
Philadelphia. 














- ON SCREEN IN PERSON 
Thurs. Feb. 27 
cnceteet Max Baer 
ist N.Y, AND 
"Mr. District Slapsy Maxie 
Attorney’ Rosenbloom 
Dennis O'Keefe 





will not include theatre collections. 

The redecorated Bryn Mawr re- 
opened under management of Gold- 
man Theatres, House was formerly 
Harry Fried’s Seville. 


Owey ot 
& 


man of the film committee, and 
MGM's” CAPIT 


Jack Greenberg, of Screen Guild- 
Film Classics, co-chairman. Drive 
THE BEGINNING 
OR THE END 





Houck Renames Wade 
Dallas. 
The Wade theatre, recently ac- 
quired by the Joy Houck interests 


Brien DONE 
Robt. WALKER 
DARY TOTTER 




















B WAY 
AND 
i i | 


DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, Jr. 


MAUREEN O'HARA WALTER SLEZAK 
SINBAD ms SAILOR Y 


iW CORGEOUS FECHNICOLOR 





of New Orleans, has been opened 





Rockefeller Center 3 a double-bill policy. House will be 
Spencer TRACY — Katharine HEPBURN > known as the Downtown. 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL... | here as a subsequent run house with | 


when the building is converted to | and operate the Regal and Ritz, 


Gatesville, and with the purchase 
own and eperate all theatres in that 
city. 

The Downtown, formerly the 
Wade, reopened in Dallas by Joy 
Houck. O. B. Bridges manager 


WB Montana, Utah Shifts 
Butte, Mont. 
Perry Brown, formerly. manager 
for Warner Bros,. Salt Lake ex- 


‘| change, is now sales “ in western 
a 


Montana. Keith Pack s been as- 


signed Utah territory, 


Louisville Shifts 
Louisville. 
Change’ in local house managers 
by Fourth Avenue Amus, Co. brings 


John C. Phelps, formerly with Y & | 
W Corp. Gary, Ind., as. manager of | 
the Brown, and moves H. J. Newton | 
from managership of the Brown to} 
Strand, first-run house, 
| connected with local film 
| about seven years ago. 


Phelps was 
houses 
Newton was 
manager of the Brown for a period 


of seven years, and began his show 


business career at Loew’s State. 

Cornfield’s Latino Look-See 
Albert Cornfield, supervisor of 
foreign sales, on a month’s tour of 


company exchanges in Latin-Amer- 


ica. 
Lefton Quits Pitt Pix Biz 
Pittsburgh. 
Lew Lefton, quitting Film Row 
after more than 20 years, plans to 


settle in the southwest. He’s just re- | 


signed from Republic sales staff. 


Before that, Lefton and two nephews | 


local PRC franchise, 
which was bought out by the parent 
company in 1945, 

Jack Judd, RKO salesman, quit to 


go with Columbia here as Main Line | 
rep. He replaces Byron (Buzz) Key- | 


han in that territory. 

Mrs. Hilda Alvin Nacey, head in- 
spector at Metro and a Loew's em- 
ployee for 19 years, has left the ex- 
change. Marie Herman has been pro- 


| moted to her old post, and Dorothy 


Osvirk made a new inspector. 


Jack Tucker, for last year RKO | 


exploitation man in this territory, 
Buffalo. He’s ex- 
changing posts with Allan: Wieder. 
George Plesko is new manager of 
Soisson theatre, Connellsville. He 
succeeds Ione Niel, who resigned on 
account of ill health. 

Nat Marcus, former * B salesman 
here who was transferred to Mil- 
waukee several years ago, has been 
promoted there from city rep to 
branch manager. 

Arlene Seegan promoted to as- 


transferred to 


sister of Adele Seegan, secretary to 
F. D. (Dinty) Moore, branch man- 
ager. 

Mrs. Marietta McCartney resigned 
as manager o: WB Jefferson, in 
Punxsutawney, due to ill health. 
She had stepped into the position 
some years ago when her husband 
died, Eldon O'Neill is succeeding. 

Mabel Bickel is new cashier at 

Monogram exchange. She succeeds 
Mrs. Dora Steinberg, who left to 
move to California. 
Norbert Stern, who owns Drive-In 
Theatre here at South Park, and 
Sam Greenberger, of Cleveland, or- 
ganized the Youngstown Drive-In 
Theatre Company to build an open- 
air place on Route 7 just outside 
Youngstown, O. 

RKO will move into its new Film 
Row building, under construction for 
last 18 months, about April. PRC is 
- to move into the old RKO quar- 
eis, 

New addition to booking depart- 
ment at WB exchange is Arthur 
Markey, formerly at company’s cogst 
studio, 

John Urse is withdrawing from 
exhibition in Grantstown, W. Va.. 
and under a new management State 
there will be booked by Don Shultz, 
manager of Lee in Fairmont. Urse 
continues his garage business in 
Grantstown and his Fairmont the- 
atre operation. 








Kirsch Re-election Seen 
“er Chicago. 
Indications are that Jack Kirsch 
will be re-elected Allied Theatres of 
Illinois prexy at election this week. 





election of other officers and board 
members, 





New Virginia House 
Fairmont, W. Va. 

The Wood theatre at Spencer, 
W. Va., second house in that town, 
which cost $150,000, is now open. 
The house seats 529, all 
floor. 

The property has been leased by 
Albert Thalhe:x:r, Jr., 
brother, 
local manager is Zenobia Austin. 


reequipment, has opened. 





Goldstein to RKO in Albany 
Albany, 


RKO. He will 


; Abram H. Van Deusen. 


theatre in Troy, 








O. B. Bridges who former! : 
Robert WALKER — Melvyn DOUGLAS ridges who formerly man 
“THE SEA OF GRASS" 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 


terests, will be manager. 

purchased the Palace and Texas, 
Gatesville, Texas, from Charles C. 
Powell. The three brothers also own 














aged the Joy here for the Houck in- | 
: Max, Joe and H. B. Skelton have | 


War Vets Gets Rensselaer Spot 
Albany. 


erators. They followed John Mor 
of Coxsackie, who bowed out after 
three months, 

William E. Featherly, who ran the 
Uptown the longest period of an 
| recent operator, opened the Grange 

Hall in Athens as a film theatre 
four days weekly. 





Missouri Gleanings 


St. Louis, 
The Don, a 380-seater in Downers 
Grove, Ill. and a unit of the al. 
liance Theatre circuit, relighted. 
The Marchesi Brothers of Amboy, 
ill. purchased ground adjoining 
their Town, Prophetstown, IIl.. to in. 
crease seating capacity. 





sistant cashier at Warners. She's a | 


Also on sked when group meets at 
Continental hotel for 17th year is 


on one 


and his 
M. E. Thalheimer. The 


The Camden, Weston, closed for 


Howard Goldstein is leaving Par- 
amount to become head booker for 
succeed the late 
Goldstein 
started with Warners at the Lincoln 


Another change at the Uptown 
theatre in Rensselaer has brought 
two war veterans, Bob Shattuck and 
| Tom Heritage, as managers and op- 


Maurice Barker succeeded Robert 
Lawrence at the Missouri, Carro]]- 
town, Mo. 

The Bucklin, first motion-picture 
theatre in Bucklin,*Mo., in 20 vears 
is now operating. 

David O. Williams, King City Mo., 
former assistant manager of the Mis. 


| souri, St. “oseph, Mo., is remodeliny 


a building in his home town into a 
300-seater. Williams has been asso- 
ciated with the Fox Midwest Circuit 
fr many ‘ears. 








Disney Plans | | 


———  Cuntinued from page 18 —— 








2540 of which is done live action, 
Signed for this film were Edgar 
Bergen, Dinah Shore; Luana Patten, 
Cliff Edwards, Billy Gilbert, Din- 
ning Sisters and King’s Men 

Still in the editing stage, “How 
Dear to My Heart” will be Disney's 
most ambitious live venture to date, 
with 85° of its footage given over 
to flesh action. Film is based on the 
Stirling North story, “Midnight and 
Jeremiah.” Cartoon chief has signed 
Burl Ives, Bobby Driscoll and Luana 
Patten. 

Into work under the _ tentative 
ititle “It’s All in Fun” Disney has 
|another feature which reverts al- 
most entirely to cartooning, with 
85° of its length being done in pen- 
and-ink. Story is about Johnny 
Appleseed, legendary pioneer char- 
acter who'll be played in the film by 
Dennis Day. Others under cortract 
for this one are Ethel Smith, Fran- 
ces Langford, Roy Rogers and the 
Sons of the Pioneers, Freddy Martin, 
Andrews Sisters and King’s Men. 

“Little People,” last on the cur- 
rent schedule, isn't even out of the 
story stage yet, so there are no final 
plans on the apportionment of live 
action and cartooning. Already 
pacted for the film’s lead is Barry 
Fitzgerald, with Shirley Temple and 
Guy Madison supporting. Disney 
and a small staff recently returned 
from Ireland following a several- 
week stay there picking up ma- 
terial for “People” an opus about 
leprechauns. 

Willingness of majors to give carte 
blanche loanout to talent to work 
for' Disney has been increased by 
fact that the cartoonery doesn't 
work under a_ definite shooting 
schedule, so there’s no conflict in 
availabilities. Pen plant works 
around top names until they can 
come in, since releasing schedule is 
limited to virtually two films a 
year or, less. Disney toppers state 
that the segue into more live action 
isn't prompted by desire to experi- 
ment or sensationalism, but only by 
decision to use best means at han 
for telling the stories. Actually car- 
toon boss’ first productions around 
1923-25 were a combination of live 
action and cartoon, but in black 
and white, of course. 














SSS 


ES 





BRM Eg ae 








+> +< reo" 


THERE'S ONLY ONE 





MIAMI BEACH 
OCEAN FRONT © 40th to 4ist Sts. 
Reservations Invited » Walter Jacobs 
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over '4 sna DRIVE-IN THEATRES 
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‘THE YEAR OF THE ULCERS’ 





NBC Sales Boys, Packs in Hand, Are 
Humbly Making Madison Ave. Rounds 


The NBC sales boys are 
the Madison avenue rounds 


The network has about 30 house 
built packages which have already 
been plattered, with the web mak- 


ing a determined effort to peddle 
them to agencies as replacement 
shows for commercial aire: going 
off the web for the summe: 

It's evidence anew of the am- 


bitious endeavor of the networks to 
recapture their hold on production- 
programming. But more than that 
in this instance it’s a case of sheer 
economics rather than pride, with 
NBC avowedly anxious to make an 


making * 


impressive financial showing on the | 


face of 
operat- 


the 
increased 


end in 
and 


programming 
income 
ing costs 


static 


shows 


Among being peddled are 
several currently heard as sustain- 


ers, including the Saturday 
“Frank Merriwell” and ‘Archie 
Andrews” house-built packages: 
“Honeymoon in New York,” which 
the web feels has been primed fo! 
a nighttime segment as a c mmer- | 
cial filler; “Serenade to nae 
Nelson Olmstead,” etc. 


morning 


There are a flock of other aie 
ages, including contracted talent, 
that have not, however, been aired, 


but have been whipped togethe: 
presentation to the agencies. 


for 





Seesaw Guest 
Programs Get 
Sharp Panning 


There’s an increasing tendency 
among programs that make a habit 
of using guest stars on a regular 
basis to “shoot for the Hooper night,” 
with a resultant program slough-off 
on alternate weeks, It’s become such 
a regular habit on so many of the 
top-coin nighttime air as to 
invite a raft trade 


shows 
of criticism in 


_ circles. 


The procedure is simple. On the 
alternate weeks that the Hooper 
checkers are laying off, there's either 
nu guest star at all or they sign one 
up for minimum coin. But comes 
the sign-off and the star's in there 
with a super-bally pitch about next 
week's show (a Hooperating night) 
and its hard-to-get guest, as a come- 
on to hypo .the rating on the night 
thet counts. 

Oddly enough, in many cases the 
advance bally, which invariably also 
includes spotlight ads in the dailies, 
doesn't mean a thing, with the 
Hooper hike failing to come through 
as anticipated. As result, the eye- 
brow <1: aisers as saying: “wl kid- 
ding whom?’ *, the latter contending 
that it’s the year-round showing that 
adds up in terms of audience impact 
and moves the sponsor's wares off 
the shelves. 


NBC’S ECONOMY MOVE 
HITS ENGINEERING DEPT. 


os 





The NBC “trimming at the cor- 
ners” economy move. which re- 
cently resulted in the’ dismissal- 
with-notice of contracted talent, 
Spread last week to the network's 
engineering department. 

) Just how many were given notice 
Is undetermmed, but it’s reported 


that total of 23 got the pink slip. 


Move is part of the overall re- 
trenchment policy aimed at shaving 
Operating cosis, 


Romberg, Raleigh Set 


Summer Romance Again 


The Si-emund Romberg - Raleigh 
Si ~<' alliance is becoming a 
n . 


ro- 


‘or the third the 
o1 0. has been pnacted to 
the Red Skelton Tues to 
show when Skelton 
the hot months. 


Romberg 


fill in on 


year, 


ny int 


checks vif foi 


| bigtime transcription route. 


| 
on 





Eating Crow 


Minneapolis, Feb. 25 

Plans of KSTP to repeat last 
years Tagged Fish promotion 
stunt, which snowballed into one 
of the top promotion publicity 
payoffs in radio annals, has hit a 
snag—and it’s likely that this 
year Stan Hubbard's station will 
switch over to crows. 

It appears that the State of 
Minnesota doesn’t like the idea 
of too many fish being drained 


out of the lakes. Meanwhile, the 
Crow Tagging idea may run into 
some difficulty, too. Sportsmen's 


clubs fear too many other game 
and birds—and maybe people— 
will be shot 





Bing to Bergen: 


‘Going My Way?” 
A 25G Dilemma 


There is considerable trade specu- 
lation as to what Edgar Bergen’s 
plans are for next season, with 
indications at the moment pointing 
to his going Crosby's way via the 
Bergen’'s 
Brands 
this 
will 


contract 
(Chase 


with Standard 
and Sanborn) 
and while obviously 
make an pitch to bring him back 
into the Sunday night NBC fold 
back-to-back with the other Standard 
Brands star salesman, Fred Allen, 
Bergen has been seriously mulling 
plattering his Which, ol 
course, would either an ABC 
or Mutual since transcribed 
shows are verboten on NBC 
and CBS. 

There 


rumors of 


expires 


S-B 


shows 
mean 
tieup. 
Strictly 


have been widespread 

late that ABC been 
bidding for Bergen on platters in 
a move to build up a strong Wed- 
nesday night (Bing‘'s day) stfip of 
top stars. But ABC execs maintain 
it’s still in the “wishful -thinking” 
stage. 

In addition to the present Bergen 
sponsor, a ffock of others will be in 
there pitching for the privilege of 
| bankrolling Bergen on a live show 


has 


basis. At $25,000 a week (with 
Bergen pocketing 10G) its one of 
the costliest packages in radio. 


McCosker Tenders 
WOR Resignation 


Alfred J. McCosker. chairman of 
board of WOR iN. Y.), 


asked the board to accept his resig- 


the has 


nation effective June 1. He plans a 


less active role in radio, although 
he'll continue as a director and as 
paid employee on a_ consultation 
asis, etc. He left Monday (24) night 
for a Florida vacation. 

McCosker is also chairman of the 
board of the Mutual network, bui he 
hasn't decided yet about his future 
MBS status. 

McCosker. whose 
timed with 
anni. officially 
(22). 


oc 


resignation re- 
the stations 
marked | last 
of the pioneers 
ing hima 
showmanship. 
be - 


quest Was 
25th 
Saturday 
industry. bring 
and 


is one 
in the with 
Hair for 
Starting as a publicity 
-came WOR's first general 
and was president of the station 


news 
man, he 
manager 
for 


more-than a decade. He 


of the prexy spot in 1945, when Ted 
Streibert moved in from the general 
managership. Station has been 
vithout a gen. mer. since 


RDG COAST MEET TODAY 


Hollv wood Fev. 25 


Co: Radio Directors Guild meets 
tomorrow (Wednesday) nignt to lay 
reteev for corraling free:once an 
” dire ctors following the cur- 


ney 
jrent nets ork contract negottauors, 


nian 


all | 


| asterisks 


stepped out | 


rvite new 


' . " . ; 
fold. particularly ata ti 


(eee 


GENCY FEVER 


RUNNING HIGH 


Agency radio directors appear to 
have plenty cause for fretting these 
days. And from all indications it 
looks like “The Year of the Ulcers 

The wholesale axing of estab- 
lished radio personalities and pro 
grams, particularly those shows in 


the $10,000-plus-a-week 


nificantly 


bracket, sig- 
reveals the new trend 
for “something 
“something better, for money.” 

The feverish agency-sponsor ac- 
tivity of the past two weks or so, 
leaving many casualties in its wake. 
has created an_ undeniable 
within the trade, and has had 
effect of creating considerable 
rest not only among air 
to whom 


; 


tain, but 


setting in new 


less 


shir 
the 
un- 
sonalities 


aS uncer- 


pe 
the future looms 
also 


among key acenc' 


people 

The realize that they've got 
to attune themselves to the 
conditions, that the day 
they can fall back 
bles and sign 


latte 
new 
when 
old relia- 
them up for new 
sponsorship by the mere lifting of a 
telephone receiver the moment they 
become available. It has suddenly 
‘dawned on these agency execs that 
they can no longer hold themselves 
aloof from talent-hunting aspects of 


is past 


on the 


show business; that the era for fresh 
talent has arrived and that unless 
they “get out and dig” they'll be 
as Outmoded as some of the top- 
coin personalities who have los 
their audiences 

Not in many months has there 
been such a burst of program Oover- 


hauling on the part of the 
and sponsors as during 
couple of weeks. (The marginal 
the 1947 Talent Cost 
Chart in this week’s Radio Section 
is in itself a revealing story of 
what's been happening). 

Texaco’s scrapping of 
Bracken show (the 
lation of a Hollywood program 
within recent weeks) in favor of 
Tony Martin-Jane Powell show, 
cost the Buchanan agency loss of the 
account to the Kudner agency. The 
$13.000 “Maisie” show for Eversharp 
has blown up, with the sponsor re- 
linquishing its CBS time. American 
Tobacco is saying goodbye to Frank 
Morgan and has picked up a new 
show at about a third the cost. 

Bob Burns joins the “availability 
list’ when American Home Products 
cancels him out June 1, the same 
sponsor also dropping Kenny Del- 
mar’s afternoon “Hollywood Jack- 
pot” strip. Parkyarkarkss, being 
dropped by Old Gold, also becomes 
available. and Kate Smith's night- 
time show is up for sale. Rudy 
Vallee, dropped by Precter and 
Gamble, is another without air time 
after next month. “Vox Pop” will 
also be open for offers Parks 
Johnson parts company with 
Lipton Tea. 

And the general 
Don't be surprised if, 
15 and .the season's 
around, there’s a whole 
others added to the list. 


agencies 
the past 


on 


Eddie 


cancel- 


the 


seventh 


ilso 


when 
soon 


impression is: 
after the next 
final 13 rolls 
flock of 


“Ellery Queen’: 











Rati 





Nielsen’ s Pitch to Webs 


Nielsen 
major network 
underwrite a 
scheme for his 
service, so that 


put In a Did to the 
chiettains to 
centralization 
audimeter 


speedy, 


rating 
simut- 


taneous results can be achieved 
via electricity and thus elimi- 
nate the approximate five-weck 
delay in computing ratings 
necessiated by the present mail 
retur! 

Netwo! considered it too 
pensive an operation ana tur! i 
it down. Nielsen is now reported 
considering shaving the cost 








GM Ups Billings To 
10,000,000 Mark; 
Buys 2 ABC Shows 


the 


General 


current cancellation 
Mills 


during the 


Reversing 


trend, took the up- 


beat view week, 


ABC 


annual 


past 


buying two evening shows on 
its 
radio billings to the $10,000,000 mark 
Of amount, ABC is 


more than half, with about $5.600,000 
in GM billings. 

General Mills has bought the 
“Green Hornet” whodunit 
which will be spotted Tuesday night 
in the 7:30 to 8 segment, and “Fam- 
ous Jury Trials” ‘in the Saturday 
night 8 to 8:30 period. That gives the 
foods outfit five’ evening half-hours 
on the network, five 15-minute after- 
noon periods and five 20-minut 
mornings slots. 

“Jury Trials” sponsorship — starts 
June 7 and “Hornet” on June 3. In 
addition GM's sponsorship of “Love 
Ringer” goes full network 
Sept. 1, instead of present 67-station 
hookup. 


network and _ Spiraling 


this down fo 


gross 
web's 
show 


Waring Set Through ’47 


few weeks back it 
Fred Waring’s 11 


Although a 
looked as though 


a.m. cross-the-board NBC show 
would be washea up soon for lack 
of bankrollers. the musical stanza is 
now set to ride through 1947. 


Waring currently is sponsored two 
American Meat In- 
There are several other 
sponsorship deals on tap: NBC is 
confident a couple will be wrapped 
up by the summer. 


or The Case 


days a week by 


stitute. 


of The Unwanted Whodunit 


Having cancelled out the Bob 
Burns NBC Sunday night show, 
effective June 1, American Home 
Products has served netice on CBS 
that it plans moving “Ellery Queen” 
to the vacated 6:30 p.m, Burns slot. 
However, there’s one little hiteh that 


‘t been reckoned on 
“Ellery.” at 
6:30 period, 
all, and 
yet, it's 
nix the 


hasn 
doesnt want 
the Sunday 
indications 


apparently 
NBC 


net in 


least 
ana 
from all not at 
theres no 
likely that the network 
switchover, 

Not that 


‘Fllery” 


sioh as 


will 


while deci 


NBC has anything 
as an entertainment 
but it doesn’t feel it sh 
whocdunits into the network 


against 
pack- 


in- 


. 9 
age ouid 


mount- 
Itiplicity 


content 


me of 

ng pressure sr the mt 

shows. NBC is 

‘) ride along with or lv two ¥ hocun 
ri ‘ y 


its, “Moelle 
Mr. District 


Theatre” and 


both high- 


Mvysterv 
Attorney,” 


. 


alse 


latter 
as who- 


rating pullers, with the 
regarded as a prestige airer 
dunits go, 

And NBC questions the advisabil- 
ity of spotting “Ellery” in a time 
seoment that follows the Catholic 
Hour. a network “must.” 


Armour Takes Option On 
CBS’ ‘House Party’ Show 


Armour & Co., which hag just 
picked up the tab on the CBS after- 
noon “Hint Hunt” show in the 3:45 
segment. also has an option on the 
4-4.25 cross-the-board “House Party” 
show and time 

“House Party.” which was dropped 
a few back by Elec- 
tric, is being aired on a co-op basis 
May 9, by which time Armour 
ae 


weeks Genera! 
until 


will aec 


starting | 


ings Perpetuating Few on Top, 
Stymie Fresh Ideas, Trade Feels: 
Hooper, Nielsen Defend Techniques 


—#@ CC. E. Hooper and Nielsen, 
principal proponents in he bitterest 
intra-industry rivalry today, stated 
t cases before the Radio Execue 

ves Club in New York last Thurs- 
lay (20). It was no slugfesit: not 
even a debaie. As Hooper said “It’s 
no time for frivolity.” It was pretty 
evident that both felt their respec- 


ae 


It’s a Pin, Son 








Radio writer - producer Irving 
Brecher feels that “the trouble 
with most comedy shows ts that 
they suffer from Hooper - ten- 

—— 4 
tive yardsticks on audience mease- 
urement were at stake 

What was of prime significance 
was the growing sentiment among 
the radioites in attendance, after 


hearing the Hooper vs. Nielsen 
techniques, that the 
of ratings is having 
on the struc 
ming; that they 
to perpetuate 
shows that have been around 
many years, and that until such 
that proper emphasis is placed on 
other vital facets, with particular 
consideration to the length of time 
a show's the air, it will 
stymie new pro- 


whole business 
an evil influence 
program- 
and 


ture of radio 
tend more 


the few 


more 
top rating 
fol 


time 


been on 
development of 
gramming and hurt the whole cause 
of radio. 
Hooper in his talk waver the flag 


(Continued 


Hooper Unveils 


His ‘Projectable’ 
To Webs, Agcys. 


New Hooper 
service for 
coast-to-coast rating for 
shows was preemed before a picked 
group of network, ad agency and 
sponsor representatives in New York 
last Friday (21). Measurement, if 
considered acceptable to the ine 
dustry, will be the “first radio audie 
ence measurement ever conceived 
which is big enough to encompass 
this enormous. sprawling medium, 
network radio.” according to C. E. 
Hooper. 

No decision on the plan was asked 
for by Hoopei there are still 
several questions of cost left open 
for further discussion, Details of the 
plan are being under 
until it is shown to a similar 
of industry brass in Chicago 


on page 42) 


radio measurement 
determining a national, 
full network 


since 


kept wraps 
group 


within 


the next two weeks. 
Pointing out that results of the 
| measurement would be used by lay- 


would in- 
! concepts 
util'ze 
calls, 
for 


declared it 
statistic: 


men, Hooper 
corpora 
lin interpretation and 
the coincidental tclephone 
basis of the Hooper te 

(Continued on page 


CBS SAVES PART SLICE 
IN A-H-P CUTBACK 


te no new 


would 


hoaue, 


42) 


CBS has effected a compromise 
with American Home erosuct on 
the latte: cutback of its daytime 
programmil schedule A- H- - 
wanted to eliminate all but 50 mar- 
kets on the “Our Gal Sunday” and 
“Romance of Helen Trent” midday 
shows. both of which are now on a 
full 150-statior network hookup 
Huddles with CBS execs late last 
veek resulted in decision of the 
sponsor to go along on 85 stations 
with marginal markets going by the 
u avside 

In addition, A-H-P, as detailed in 


last week’s Variery, is also dropping 


Bob Burns on June 1 abd Kenny 
Delmar’s “Hollywood Jackpot” next 
montn, 

. iad 


y 
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FCC Urged to Take No Arbitrary 
Stand on ‘Multiple Ownership 


Washington, Feb. 25. + 


FCC was urged to adopt no arbi- | 
trary rule-of-thumb on what is or is | 
not “multiple ownership” in the! 
AM, FI and television fields at a 
special argument on the subject here 
yesterday (24). | 

Counsel for 30 stations generally | 
took the position that FCC should 
not let one outfit get two bites at 
the same radio audience or monopo- 
lize any one market. At the same 
tin.e, the industry went on record in 
favor of individual consideration by 
FCC of all bids proposing two sta- 
tions under common ownership in 
nearby communities, 

Only exception was Paul Segal, 
attorney for WADC, Akron, who 
wanted an inflexible ruling to apply 
equally in. standard broadcasting, 
FM and tele. (WADC is protesting 
an FCC grant of 50 kilowatts power | 
to WGAR, Cleveland, held com- 
monly by the oWners of WJR. De- 
troit. The two stations both send a 
signal into a large portion of each 
other’s service area). 

Segal recommended that the FCC 
flatly forbid more than 20% dupli- | 
cation of daytime audience by any 
stations under common control. 
Common control he defined as 30% 
or more joint interest in the station. | 
FCC’s reaction was that this might, 
be a little too arbitrary and 30% | 
not the best cutoff point, at that. 

Plea to hold off any rigid rule for | 
television was made by Thad Brown, | 
Jr.. counsel for Television Broad- | 
casters Assn. Brown’ pointed to the | 
need in television for a licensee to 
set up “booster or satellite” stations | 
in order to fan out coverage and 
overcome shadow effects within 
range of the main transmitter. 

Crosley Broadcasting Co., the only | 
tele operator affected by a multiple | 
ownership rule, took the same view. 
Crosley argued that not enough is 
known about video coverage at this | 
stage to nail down an arbitrary rule. | 
The company told FCC overlap cov- | 
erage of its proposed video stations 
in Cincinnati, Dayton, and Colum- | 
bus. Ohio, was “insubstantial” and | 
that it was proposing to give Dayton 
its only television service. 

Ted Pierson, representing the 
Yankee network, wanted FCC to 
forbid any company under common 
control from operating more than 
one AM, FM or video outlet with 
studios in the same city. Otherwise 
he thought FCC should forbid com- 


mon ownership in stations partially | 


serving the same audience only 


|.for 





D.C. INDIE PULLS COUP 
COPPING HAROLD ICKES 


Washington, Feb. 25. 

Local indie WGAY, Silver Spring, 
Ma., pulled the coup of the week | 
here with announcement last Thurs- | 
day (20) that former Secretary of 
the Interior Harold Ickes would take | 








NAB's Miller Fires 





WMCA’S ELLIS BOWING 
OUT OF PLATTER SPOT 


Bucking the tide towards disk 
jockey programs, Steve Ellis, WMCA 
(N.Y.) platter pilot, is giving up 
his cross-the-board two hour morn- 
ing show March 1 to assume sports 
directorshop of the station. One of 





to its ether with a weekly 15- 
minute commentary. KLZ Script Scribe 
When asked why he had chosen 


PALMO HAMILTON | 


Helps put pleasurable Hstening | 
married, They asked me first.” and selling sock in KLZ local pro- | 
‘ luctions both as a writer and as an 

Ickes will be heard at 5:30 p. m., | ‘ 

, ge . | aetress KLZ, DENVER. | 
Tuesdays, on a ‘suStaining basis. | y stadt : 
John Kluge, WGAY manager, said 
the show is open for 


is ‘ sorship | 
and transcriptions will ue weit Four Nets Due for Shore 
Si -of- y stations. | 
WGAY ‘is ; an cw indie inthe Outlets as Plans at A. C. | 


1050 ke wavelength. e 
; FCC Hearing Work Out| 


t was understood Ickes had been 
| 
Atlantic City, Feb, 25. 


to sign with WGAY, Ickes told Va- | 


RIETY: “The same reason a girl gets | 











| 
before i 





the factors prompting Ellis to knock 


| off.the solidly sponsored and highly 


lucrative platter show is his com- 
mitment to share with Frankie 
Frisch the play-by-play chore in 
WMCA'’s coverage of the N. Y. Giants 
baseball schedule this season. With 
Ellis continuing te handle both jobs, 
the indie’s execs held that the sta- 


tion would look like a one-man 
affair. 
-Platter show will be continued 


with four of the station’s announcing 
staff rotating on assignment from day 
to day. Initial crew will include 
chief announcer Joe O’Brien, to- 


| gether with Ed Welch, Ted Camp- bypassed the usual procedures in 


bell and Mike Sage. 


Blues and Grays 
Line Up in Cal. 
FM Civil War 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 





dickering with the Mutual web for 
Under plans outlined here in testi- 
as the Seaside Broadcasting Co., 
e ® 9 | men, have filed applications for sta- 
0 al | tions. 
| The Seaside company is repre- 
lenges thé “good faith” of bidders | Pioneer is represented by P. W: 


a similar assignment. 
mony presented Charles 

° | Hubert, of N. Y., examiner for the 

weries FCC, all four of the national radio 

chains eventually May have local 

made up of a local group, and the 

|'Pioneer Broadcasting Co., consisting 

sented by Norman A. Case, former 

Washington, Feb. 25. | governor of Rhode Island, and a 

’ ‘ . (Seward, formerly general counsel 

for new radio stations, the commis- for the FCC. Both attorneys main- 
sion seldom is able to prove that an 


outlets. Hubert is hearing testimony 

Applicant 
PP of resort and suburban Pleasantville 
Though FCC frequently chal- | former member of the FCC, while 
tain offices at Washington, The 1400 


application is filed just to block | kilocycle wave band is the only one | 
competition from an aggressive ber Hoon peg fh stations 
newcomer, However, the “good| Richard Endicott, president of 


faith” of Fred Weber, licensee of | Seaside, testified yesterday (24) that 


WDSU, New Orleans, and one of a |his company hopes to link up with 
. , |'NBC should it receive a_ license. 
helf-dopen contenders to use the) Pioneer representatives in testimony 


1540 ke wavelength, was seriously odew, said they also hoped for this 
questioned during the course of aM | national outlet. Mid-Atlantic Broad- 
| FCC hearing late Friday (21), |casting Co. was recently licensed on 
| Weber, according to testimony by | jhe 1340 ke band and is slated to 
Earl Smith, manager of : station | erect a station soon. It will be the 
WCLS at Baton Rouge, put in a bid | Mutual station here. WBAB, owned 
to use the 1540 ke channel in Baton by the Press-Union, is the CBS 
| Rouge for the purpose of blocking @ | outlet while WFPG, also presently 
| request by Roy Hofheinz to use the | in operation, is the ABC outlet, 


Wish wersceric’ "te Om LISA SERGIO BACK ON 





| Weber's hometown of New Orleans. 


Divergence of opinion in the ques- 
tion of a possible state-sponsored FM 
| network in California has assumed 
|aspect of the Civil War. The north 
and south have split on the issue— 
and now the “Feds’—the Federal 
|Communications Commission — has 
;entered the picture, as mediator, it 
| hopes, between politicos and educa- 
tors and the opposing broadcasters. 

Robert Hudson, field investigator 


| for the FCC, is up north gumshoeing | 


| the situation that involves the State 
|Board of Education, the University 
of California and legislators on one 
side, and a _ split-opinioned ether 
| trade on the question of Assembly 
Bill 1514 and Senate Bill 1382 that 
seek to establish a school system 
FM chain with the State angeling 
initially to the tune of $1,715,000. 
FCC will attempt to. bring both 
sides, together for an o discus- 
sion of 


At FCC on Program 


the situation to eliminate | 


where it could be shown there | WDSU now occupies a top position 
would be lively competition if the |in New Orleans radio, claiming a 


misunderstanding and misapprehea- 


stations were separately owned. 
Pierson left a lot of loopholes for 
FCC to examine in such a ruling, 
but he was backed by bulk of the 
industry. 


Emcee Takes to News Ads 
To Hypo Attendance On 





Femme Giveaway Show 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 
Indication that giveaway recipients 
are beginning to want more for their 


attendance in stuffy radio studios is’ 


evidenced by Tommy Bartlett's want 
ad which ran all last week in two 
local dailies. Bartlett’s “wants” con- 
sist of ladies who will please come 
to see him broadcast so that he can 
get rid of some stoves, electrical ap- 
pliances, clothes, etc., all of which 
run into around $5,000 worth of stuff 
weekly. 

As the situation was brought out 
in the “Business Personals” column 
for seven days straight: “50 Women 
Wanted to attend Tommy Bartlett 
Show—America’s Great Laughfest— 
Prize Quiz. Apply 19th floor, Mer- 
chandise Mart, 2:30 p.m. promptly 
weekdays. Thousands of dollars in 
prizes each week for ladies in studio 
audience.” 

Stunt came about after three Feb- 
ruary holidays found the ABC stu- 
dios lacking potential Jucky gals. Ad 
cid the trick to the tune of turning 
about 200 anxious answerers away 
daily, and Bartlett is again able to 
move some of the merchandise off 
his shelves. 


WIP PREPS 25TH ANNI 
Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 
Station WIP will celebrate its 25th 
anni with a display in the Gimbel 
auditorium of the mechanical history 
of radio. Display starts March 22. 
WIP, operated by the Gimbel Bros. 
department store in Philadelphia, 
was founded in 1922, 





|No. 1 Hooper rating in ‘daytime lis- 
|tening. Station only has 5 kw 
power, however, and would suffer 
|from addition of a second 50 kilo- 
| watter in New Orleans. (WWL, the 
Loyola Univ. station, already op- 
erates with 50 kw.). 

Smith testified that Weber called 
him before the NAB convention in 
Chicago last October and suggested 
that “I put in an application at New 
Orleans on the wavelength Hofheinz 
| had applied for.” When Smith 
; turned the offer down, Weber filed 
ia bid in his own name for Baton 
Rouge, 

The FCC earlier questioned the 
_“good faith” of the Weber bid for 
1540 ke since he proposed to op- 
erate with less than the minimum 








der commission rules, 

Roy Hofheinz, licensee of KTHT, 
| Housion, has bids on file for the 50 
| kw station in New Orleans and for 
three other Texas towns. 

Also seeking a foothold on the 
1540 wavelength are the Patroon 
Broadcasting Co., Albany: Galves- 
| ton Broadcasting Co., Galveston; 
| East-West Broadcasting Co. Ft. 
| Worth; Texhoma Broadcasting Co., 
| Durant, Okla. Station KXEL, Water- 
‘loo, Ia., wants better use of the 
channel. Weber’s company is the 
| Bayou Broadcasting Co. and Roy 
| Hofheinz, apparently his ‘big com- 
| petition,” is incorporated as 
Louisiana Broadcasting Co, 





Koblenzer to Ziv 

Bill Koblenzer, 
Music Corporation of America’s Chi- 
cago radio department, joined Fred- 
erick Ziv transcription company 
| Monday (24). 
| Koblenzer was with MCA for over 


‘a year following his discharge from 
|the Army. Hell work in Ziv’s New 
| York office under John Sinn as a 
' program head. 





power required on this channel un- | 


the | 


former head of 


AIR; PACTED BY WOY 


At a time when the so-called lib- 
eral commentators are doing a. fast 
fadeout in radio, WOV, the Bulova- 
owned New York indie, has pacted 
Lisa Sergio for a 15-minute cross- 
'the-board commentary at 11 p.m. 
She’s been off the air for some time, 
and.was last heard on WQXR, N. Y., 
and on a sponsored ABC daytime 
program. 

WOV will put Miss Sergio on sus- 
taining, with the stanza offered to 
potential sponsors. She bows in next 
Monday (3), with a “premiere party” 
set for the initial stanza on which 
| ex-Mayor LaGuardia, William L. 
Shirer, James Marshall, American 
| delegate to UNESCO, and others will 
speak, 





' 


Bob Feller’s 26-Wk. Pact 
For Baseball Disk Show 


Cleveland, Feb. 25. 

Bob Feller, Cleveland Indians top- 
notch fastball hurler, has signed to 
do a new show called “Baseball To- 
day”; quarter-hour program to run 
weekly for 26 weeks. It will be 
| recorded one week in advance of 
| broadcast date with on-the-spot re- 
|cordings from dugouts wherever 
| Feller is playing. 
| Disks have open ends 








and open 
center spot for live commercials. 

Theme of broadcast is done. by 
Hi-Lo-Jack and the Dame. L. A. 
Gifford of Radio Productions inked 
the contract. As yet stations to han- 
dle the disks have not been an- 
nounced. 





WTCN SCHOLARSHIPS 
Minneapolis, Feb. 25, 

WTCN for second year will award 
|radio scholarship to likeliest grad- 
uate from city’s high schools. 

Scholarship includes a year's radio 
study in University of Minnesota or 
other state school. 





sion felt by commercial broadcasters. 
Educators state they have 


(Continued on page 42) 


Cites N.Y. Need for More 
Stations Because Some 
Are of ‘General Service’ 


Washington, Feb. 25, 

New York City may have 16 ra- 
dio stations but only six of them are 
“general service” operations, Paul 
Segal, counsel for the Metropolitan 
Broadcasting Service, argued before 
FCC last Friday (21) in a last-ditch 
effort to reverse a commission pro- 
posal to award the 620 ke wave- 
length for use in Newark rather than 
Manhattan. 

The Ohrbach department store in- 
terests and Mayor William O'Dwyer 
are principals in the Metropolitan 
company, 

FCC had proposed to give the 
channel to a Newark applicant on 
ground that that city with only two 
fulltime stations should be pre- 
ferred over radio-rich New York. 

Segal’s point was that most of the 
stations serving the 7,500,000 popu- 
, ation of greater New York are: net- 
Potente flagships programming for the 
| country as a whole, foreign language 
| outlets, part-time operators, spe- 
cialized stations like the Jehovah 
Witnesses, etc. General service sta- 
tions he listed were WMCA. WINS, 
WHN, WNEW, WQXR and WWREL. 
Therefore, Newark’s. less than half- 
million population has more local 
radio service than did the big city 
itself, Segal concluded. 

FCC did not appear impressed. 


GORDON GRAY TO WIP 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 
Gordon Gray, former veepee and 
general manager of KOIL, Omaha 
| KFOR, Lincoln, and WDGY, Minne. 
| apolis, has joined WIP as director of 
iSales and assistant general manager. 

















been | 


New Broadside 
Info Requests 


Washington, Feb. : 
NAB president Justin Milles rate 
a new broadside at FCC’s Blue 
over the weekend, He urged broad 
casters who file progvam info called 
for in that report to 8° On record 
against the commission’s right to re- 
quire submission of such material 
Miller lambasted FCC for , 
ing @ program analysis for a com- 
posite week in 1946 to be filed b 
broadcasters in applications J 
cense renewals and in their 
financial statements. The program 
|analysis called for is that spelled 
;out in the Blue Book, but contained 
|nowhere in FCG@’s official rules 


requir- 


for lj< 
annual 





| regulations, ” 
| Miller has frequently charged that 
| FCC is attempting to use the Blue 
| Book as an official mandate to radio 


| licensees, although FCC members 
have taken the position the report 
|is merely a code to guide present 
and prospective broadcasters. Nor. 
mally, Miller indicated, FCC seeks 
industry comment before effecting 
jnew rules and regulations, but 


has 


| publishing its Blue Book. 

For the first time the COMM Ission 
| last week asked for program anal- 
;yses along with the financial state- 
| ments which are filed annually | 
all station operators. 
| Miller, a statement reprinted in 
)the current NAB Reports, declared: 
| ‘Despite statements to the contrary, 
it now becomes apparent that the 
commission intends to treat its Blue 
Book as a regulation ... All broad- 
| casters, therefore, are again urged 
| to accompany submission of program 
|information, either in renewal ap- 
plications or in connection with their 
annual financial reports, with a clear 
| statement to the effect that such 
| submission is in no way to be con- 
strued as acquiescence in the com- 
mission’s asserted right to 
| this program information.” 


Dy 


require 


RWG Will Peddle 
Script Re-Runs 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Radio Writers Guild is moving 
into.the agency business to peddle 
secondary and subsequent rights to 
scripts belinging to their members. 
| Acting as a direct agent for all ma- 
| terial recorded in their files, the 
| guild will charge a set fee, to be de- 
termined, for each script. 

The setup will be similar to that 
of the Samuel French agency in the 
| legit field which acquires outright, 
leases on terms or otherwise repre- 
sents and peddles from huge library 
of plays, French agency releases 
material by performance to arty 
groups, summer theatres, experi- 
mental groups, schcols, etc. 

RWG has set up a Subsequent 
Rights Committee to handle new 
facet of its operations. Bureau will 
prepare catalogs for distribution to 
all stations in the country and use 
direct mail advertising to hypo sales. 
Material already in hands of agen- 
cies and producers on outright all- 
time purchase would be excluded. 





| Atlantic Spreads B. B. 
Pirates Coverage To 3 
More Towns at 356 Hike 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 

Atlantic Refining Co. sponsorship 
of Pirate’s baseball broadcasts this 
season will cost around $35,000 more 
| during 1947 with addition of three 
/'more towns to district network 4s 
well as Sunday and holiday games. 
In past, téam’s management has re- 
fused to okay any but week-day and 
Saturday clashes, but new owners 
have given the radio boys the green 
light all the way through. Out-of- 
town encounters will, as usual, be 
recreated from telegraph descliP- 
tions, 

Broadcasts again will emanate 
| from WWSW, with Rosey Rowswel 
‘and Jack Craddock continuing at 
the mike, and added to the hookup 
this year will be Oil City, McKees 
port and Wheeling, W. Va. Remain 
ing towns, all of which were 1" line 
last year, are DuBois, Johnstow” 
Altoona, Uniontown, Butler, New 
Castle and Washington, Pa. 

Rowswell, who has been doing = 
Pirates play-by-play for last decade: 
will also serve this season as Pirate’ 
director of public relations. 
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| BIG TIMERS FOR 





(BS Hypoes Westward Ho Trend 
With Big Staff Expansion on Coast 


Noting the marked shift towards? 
Coast origination of topflight evening | 
the CBS net is planning a! 





shows, 


Will Yolen Resigning 


major expansion in its Hollywood| wij) yolen is checking out as 
production staff, according to David- WNEW (N. Y.) publicity chief. He 
son Taylor, vice-prexy over pro- | took over the job about a year ago, 


gramming. Taylor, just returned 


|leaving Warner Bros 
from a two-week trip to the Coast to 


for one of the 


' top salaries among Manhattan’s radio 
okay some new program ideas, dis- | facks, He'll leave in four weeks 
closed that the Hollywood produc- Yolen’s future pa are indefinite 


tion staff had recently been changed 
from a one-man into a four-man | 
operation. Ernie Martin 


is the = 
chief of the Coast division ki@jwn ummer ill- ns 
as Network Programs Hollywood. 
At Zero Count; 
b | 


Citing statistics that highlighted | 
the rapid swing to Coastwards pro- 
duction, Taylor predicted the trend 
would -continue in that direction 
since Hollywood was the natural | 
locale for 
New York, 
continue 
because of the cross-country 
differential, and for public 
and information programs. 


as center for daytime shows 
time 


Finding suitable summer replace- 
service 


i ment shows is still one of the major 
headaches confronting the agencies 


Attempt was made op the Coast to}today. By this time last year quite 
snare several film comedians for/a few were lined up, in contrast to 
radio work, but Taylor said that | this year’s zero count on the pacting 

. . | = 
lack of proper vehicles for them | of hot weather fill-ins. 


blocked completion of any deals. Re-| J, Walter 
peating the old cry of “not enough | summer 
good writers,” 


Thompson is looking for 
shows for Ford, as replace- 


the CBS exec said this | ment-.for Dinah Shore: for the Kraft 


bottleneck may soon be broken by | Thursday night stanza when Eddy 
the mass layoffs of scripters now | Duchin bows off, and for the brace 
taking place in the film studios. ;of Sunday night Standard Brands 

Among the shows lined up by | shows—Fred Allen and Charlie Mc- 


Davidson for network airing during | Carthy. It’s still undecided whether 
the forthcoming season are “Door- | Parker Pen will stay on during the 
way to Life,” a dramatic series On | summer with “Information. Please.” 
child guidance; a commercial show | Ford is undecided whether to put a 
for kids, “Tell Your Story,” handled | dramatic show into the Wednesday 
by William Allend and Virginia | night CBS slot or an all-musical 


Mullen; “My Friend Irma,” character | program. 

comedy show starring Marie Wilson | Young and Rubicam says “give us 
and Cathy Lewis, and a vocalizing | three or four weeks and we'll be all 
session featuring the songwriter | set’ but as yet there’s nothing on 
Harold Arlen. | paper about replacements for the 


Swan Soap Joan Davis Monday night 
show on CBS, for International Sil- 
“Ozzie and Harriet,” for Bris- 


iver’s “Oz: 
Hears Stays FU | tol-Myers’ bs the Tavern” Wednes- 
| day night NBC show, or for Borden's 


| Gin iny Simms CBS program. 
N. W. Ayer is looking for a re- 

paryg ene show for Rexall’s Durante 

and Moore and the Electric Com- 

Washington, Feb. 25. 

™m an action which observers here 
say ‘has no legal precedent, Judge | 
T. Allen Goldsborough of the U. S. 


| stanton will keep their Sunday after- 
district court last week enjoined the 
FCC from holding a hearing, sked- | S 
li- 


| noon. time, with Phil Spitalny’s vaca- 
' tion time to be filled. 

ded for today, on the renewal 

cense of William Randolph Hearst's 





radio station WBAL, Baltimore. 
Goldsborough issued the “stay or- or 
der” pending court disposition of ? 


Hearst charges against the accuracy 
of Blue Book statements on the sta- 
tion’s operation. 


Cleveland, 
In one of the 
the year, 


Feb. 25. 
major contracts of 





As a result, hearing on the re- | Cleveland Indians’ comin as 
, ; | s g season 
newal license of WBAL and the) vere sold for $150,000 by WGAR and 
competing application of newsmen,| Cleveland ball club. 


Drew Pearson and Bob Alien to use 
the WBAL channel is postponed in- 
definitely. The Hearst newspapers 
are using the court action to ques- | 
ce validity of the a —— ltests will be aired, with station sub- 
itself as well as statements nee | stituting recreated description of top 
rim oe ad to Hearst's opera game of day when Indians are idle. 
on o : 

FCC men said it was unlikely they | 
will argue the merits of the Hearst | 
re o“ pe Gey sem Golds: | end out-of-town games will be 

pres + Sars Fcc 1 = g or | broadcast directly; others, recreated. 
a <i vet gpatagan Moe he ie t"' Only first games of Sunday double- 
@ take any action on the a will be aired, but one-day 


Gheciies | headers 
arges. weekend tilts will be carried to com- 


pletion. Station will carry as many 


Of this ball club receives $40,000. 
Co-sponsors are General Mills and 
Gray’s Drug Stores, northern Ohio 
retail drug outlet, All told, 204 con- 


Because of previous contract com- 
| mitments, live broadcast will start at 
2 p.m. with "game time at 1:30. Week- 





NBC’S BUCK ROGERS | of the 43-scheduled night games as: 
| programming permits. | 


Over 100 applicants have asked for 
the job. The field has been narrowed 
to 18, 


FIZZED OUT BY MILES 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. ‘ andl 

Latest to sing the Cancellation oe eens tie 
Blues is Roy Rogers. His sponsor Knox-Reev 
on NBC, Miles Laboratories (Alea | Vers | a: 
Seltzer), has thrown in the sponge 
as of March 29, closing out “Satur- | 
day Night Roundup” after 26 weeks. 
Net also gets the time back. Reason | 
for the*blackoyt is “considerable 
cuts in. the radio budgets.” 

One of the biggest spenders in | 
radio, Miles continues to bankroll | 
Quiz Kids, Lum and Abner, “Queen 
for a Day,” “News of the World” 
and sundry local newscasts, Rogers | 
may pass up the kilocycles for aj 2 
spell because of picture and rodeo ,moted William 
commitments. Show's last Hooper- | sistant treasurer 
ating was 8.7. jurer of WJR. 


Mills was 
Lustig Ad- 


Gray's, 


Wismer on WJR Board 


Detroit, Feb. 25. 

Harrv Wismer, assistant to G. A. 
Richards, president of WJR, Detroit, 
WGAR Cleveland, and KMPC, Los 
of directors of WJR. Appointment 


the board held Feb. 18. 


to office of treas- 


entertainment programs. 
however, he said, would Crape arreé 


broadcasting rights for the | 


with the station to name two. | 


Angeles, was appointed to the board | 
was announced at regular meeting of | 


At the same time, the board pro- 
G. Siebert from &as- | 


ee 


LOGAL oPONGDRS 
MAY BUY NAMES 





HOME TOWNS? 





Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
| First instance of a show-biz name 
| being offered for sale to local radio j 


; sponsors of each city or town is on! 
the books here, Tex Ritter is spear- 
heading a deal that may eventually 
bring the Bennys, Crosbys, Hopes, 
et al, to heel in a new method of 
local merchandising with national 
' flavor that has far-reaching implica- 
i tions. It may well be the answer | 
to current wave of big-budgeters 
that are getting the axe. 

Deal is a transcribed disk ‘jockey 
setup designed as springboard for 
one-minute spot announcements 
| which are inserted locally by station 
announcers between phonograph | 
records. However, Ritter himself 
will make the announcements, via 
‘transcriptions, if one sponsor takes 
a whole 15-minute or half-hour 
period, In that event (and rates are 
|so low that there’s nothing to keep 
; the local boys from taking him up), 
jtrade for the first time will witness 
| bait, traditionally used by national 
advertisers, being tossed into the 
commercial stream by Jones’ Feed 
,and Grain Store, “at the corner of | 
| First and Main, next to the pos}- 
| office.” 

That's where the Ritter tran-| 
scribed deal differs from Crosby’s: 
latter has a national sponsor; Ritter’s 
is for the local seller, with rates 
| trimmed accordingly. However, 
;not at all, difficult to visualize a| 
national advertiser, fed up with| 
| rising live shows (or live- 
on-wax. a la Crosby’s), setting up 
such deals with performers 
on local stations the 
country. 

Cowboy star is now cutting tran- 
scribed introductions to packages 
of Western, hillbilly and folksong 
himself, Roy Rogers, Gene 
Foy Willing and the Riders 
Purple Sage, Bob Wills, Roy 
Acuff. Bob Nolan and the Sons of 
the Pioneers, and other nationally 
known singers of the homes 
circuit. Latters’ regular commercial! 
records (RCA-Victor, Columbia, 
Decca, Capitol, ete.) are shipped to 
stations along with the regular 16- 
inch platters containing Ritter’s 
| plugs. 


| So 


it’s 


costs of 


other 
throughout 


disks by 
Autry, 
of the 


pun | 


far, Ritter has cut only 
ismall stations, on half-hour, 
| the-board basis, with space for six 
or seven one-minute commercials. 
These are taken by various mer- 


| basis, 

the siteiadie He's bidding now, how- 
lever, to carry the ball all the way | 
for local merchants. 


‘now, are gratis, as part of overall 
‘rate for show, but all plugs will be 
'thrown in at regular American Fed- 
leration of Radio Artists scale, plus 
mechanical costs. Show, with 
George Marks producing and Char- 
toc-Colman of Chicago, who have 
just set up a Hollywood office, 
|handling sales, is now spotted in a 
few Northwest cities, where it’s be- 
ling tested. 

Rate for one 50-kw station is $75 
a week—and five times a 
Reason for low rate, of course, is 
ito be found in use of records and 
| Ritter solely, plus fact that Ritter 
isn’t in it to profit from sale to 
stations but to build up publicity 
\for his films, personal 
tours and records. 





‘Who Said It Always 
Pays to Be Ignorant? 


the proximity of its 
60-minute documen- 
juvenile delinquency 
nation’s health, 
schedule, 


Because of 
two upcoming 
/tary shows on 
and the state of the 
CBS has revamped its 


setting back the second in the series | 


health subject — from 
'March 27 to April 4. As result, “It 
-ays To Be Ignorant” will be can- 
| celled out of the Friday night time 
on the latter date. Original plan was 
to drop “Radio Reader's Digest” on 
the earlier date. 
delinquency show 
March 5, with “Information 
getting the heave-ho. 


on the 


Juve 

' ° 
aired 

i Please” 


° Reason” by Columbia's Lyman Bry- 
é ew es son were also endorsed as good pub- 
9 lic relations moves. 


| networks 


{two weeks ago, new associate direc- 
tors have been raised from a start- 
ing salary of $65 to $75 while new ee 
full-fledged directors go up from $95 S | R { i 
oe ustainmg Koster 
Next Monday (3), RDG launches ' 
talks with WMCA (N. Y.) in nego- | Chicago, Feb. 25. 
tiations for a contract to cover the | Axe is poised over all NBC sus- 
indie’s directors. Latter were for- | tainers everywhere and, according 
merly covered by an AFRA agree- ;|to midwest net execs, weak shows 
ment but were recently assigned to | will be lopped from payroll. When 
RDG jurisdiction. |}probe now under way is scusiete 
ee | those with light ratings and affiliates’ 
disfavor will be dropped. 
3 | Execs point out that shows on 
: Ca ac é | tap to full chain are being taken 
by as few as five stations, and that 
|some of ratings are next to nil. All 


per- | 
| sonalized openings and closings for | 
Cross- | 


chants in one town, on cooperative | 
with local announcers making | 


Openings and closings, as provided | 


week! | 


appearance | 


will be | 





NAB Maps All-Out Public Relations 
Campaign on Latest Radio Changes 


7 Washington, Fe. 25, 
KFI, AFRA Set Deal | 





An all-out public relations came 


rpaign»to acquaint the publi: with 


idio’s problems and achievements 

Hollywood, Feb, 25. was voted here last week by the 

Negotiations have been concluded | yAaRp’s public relations weoutive 

between KFI and AFRA on new staff | committee. The committee, spurred 

and freelance contract for actors and | 9) by NAB prexy Justin Miller and 
singers. A. D. Willard, NAB second-in-come- \ 

Agreement, in line with station’s | mand irged broadcasters themselves 

policy of signing nothing written | to use their own medium to tell the 

with unions, is an oral deal, but calls people about developments in broad- 


for hike from $67 to $85 weekly for | casting 
station announcers, putting it $5 over Move is in reaction to a mounting 
scale paid by nets. wave of criticism from listeners and 


Nets Grant RDG °:"#2"s% est" 





was generated by the wide publicity 
viven FCC’s Blue Book. « 
The committee particularly recom- 


Bill 


and 


mended that stations purchase at 

cost transcribed talks on radio by 

10% 0S s{-o- vin Justin Miller. Self-criticism of the 
CBS’ 


type made by 
the weekly 


Paley 


radio series “Time for 


| Stations were told to step up the 
programs devoted to 


number of 
problems of radio. NAB will furnish 


In a compromise settlement, the 


have granted the Radio 


Directors Guild a flat 10% wage in- |them with the scripts and basic 
crease to compensate for the upped | materials for this purpose. 


cost. of living. 
the 20% 


Grant pared in haif 


: NAB also announced it would try 
hike demand made by the 


| to hike the amount of news on radio 





RDG on basis of the wage reopen- | carried by the national wire news 
ing clause in its present contract | services, urged stations to furnish 
with the nets which runs out in|the services with more info on 

November. (Continued on page 40) 
Talks also established new mini- | 

mums for directors in the lowest 


wage classifications, Effective as of 


NBC Ready to Axe 


° lof these are slated for heave-ho. 
] nas All types of programs are under 
| scrutiny, indicating that names as 
will probably go. 
including flock of 
i. regional nets, being weighed, number 
pegery wo for nearly 170 periods 
in 64 hours of broadcasting weekly. 
Improvements will be attempted 
on survivors, monies saved on ousted 
shows going into strengthening re- 
maining ones. Few replacements are 

contemplated. 


; well as small fry 
CBS, which did considerable chest- | Ninety shows, 
thumping when it grabbed Lowell | 
| Thomas from NBC for a quarter- 
;} hour cross-the-board Procter and 
Gamble program scheduled for a fall 
teeoff, almost wishes the whole 
| thing hadn’t happened. 
P&G remains adamant that Thomas 
'go into the 7 p.m. slot—and won't 
budge. CBS says P&G can't put 


| 
: Pia or sy 
| Bob Trout’ « Camplell Soup newscast WALGREEN DISKER 
| is slotted at 6:45, “anc rout’s gonna 
| TALENT COST $45,000 ~ 


stay put and we don't want back-to- 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


back news slotting.” 

If P&G stuck Thomas into the 7:15 A : 
period, CBS wouldn’t mind, but that Walgreen drug chain has _ ear- 
would create an inter-P&G squabble, | ™@rked $45,000 for talent on its an- 
for the Oxydol division is {nual hour wax show for simultane- 


ver ine : ; 
happy with Jack Smith in the ba lous spinning on 406 stations in June. 
segment and Oxydol dealers -won't | 


Record will be cut at CBS in April, 

see him kicked around. i Mannie Manheim directing and 
a-scripting with Charlie Isaacs. 

| Nobody knows where the next |‘ "Bob Hope again emcees the plat- 

move’s coming from. ter special, which will have a sem- 

a ae pea blance of continuity built around a 


JOAN DAVIS EXIT ALSO Pacaetan Groucho Mars, 


Bert Gordon, Art Linkletter and his 


SEEN IN LEVER CARDS ‘<'e" 3°: "Fonay ore Sut 


‘anova or and Lud 








Further evidence of the trend | Gluskin’s orchestra of 30. Schwim- 
toward lower-budgeted program- / mer & Scott agency in Chicago is 
ming, particularly in cases where , booking the talent. 


sponsors feel they aren't getting a | al 9 Spopiilae aman eames 
commensurate audience payoff, is #H hold G bs CBS 
the anticipated cancellation by ouse ra 
Lever Bros. of the Joan Davis Mon- C y d S 
day night CBS program, when the resta- acate pot 
latter's contract expires at the end The Wednesday night 10-10:30" 
of the current season. /CBS segment being relinquished by 
It's principally because Miss Davis’ Cresta Blanca (“Hollywood Play- 
show is a $17,000 package that Lever ers”) is being turned over to the 
‘wants out. It tried to unload the | Household Finanee Corp., which 
show at the end of last season by | currently occupies the Thursday at 
inviting other client bids, but there | 10:30 (opposite Cantor) period. 
were no takers, with Lever eom- Switch goes into effect when 
pelled to pick it up again because of ; Household Finance drops “That's 
contractual obligations. | Finnegan” and starts sponsorship of 


“The Whistler” on March 26. New 
time will pit “Whistler” opposite the 
| Big Crosby ABC show. 


Lever, however, will retain the 
' franchise on the valuable 8-8:55 p.m. 
| time. 
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PROGRAM 
A Date With Judy 
Abbott & Costello 
Adventures of Ellery Queen 
Adventures of Ozzic & Harriet 
Adventures ef Falcon 
Adventures of Sam Spade 
Adventures of Thin Man 
Alan Young 
Adventurers’ Clab 
Aldrich Family 
Fred Allen 
American Album 
American Meledy Hour 
Amos ’n’ Andy 
Jack Armstrong 
Aunt Jenny 
Gene Autry 


Backstage Wife 
Jack Benny 

Edgar Bergen 

Big Sister 

Big Town 
Blendie 

Beb Hawk 
Boston Symphony 
Break the Bank 
Breakfast Club 


Breakfast Holly weed 


Boxing Boots 
Fannie Brice 
Bride & Groom 
*Buck Rogers 
Bur] Ives 
Burns & Allen 
*Beb Burns 
Borge-Goodman 


Can You Top This? 
Judy Canova 

Eddie Cantor 
Carnation Heur 
Captain Midnight 


~ Carmen Cavallare 


Jack Carson 
Cavalcade of America 
Chesterfield Supper Club 
Checkerboard Jamboree 
Counterspy 

County Fair 

Crime Doctor 

Crime Photographer 
Crimes of Carelessness 
Bing Crosby 

Curtain Time .- 

Stella Dallas 

Darts for Deugh 
David Harum 

Joan Davis 

Danger Dr. Danfield 
Dennis Day 

Dick Haymes 

Dick Tracy 

Dinah Shore 

Dr. Christian 

Dr. L. Q. 

Doctors Talk Over 
Don Ameche 

Double or Nething 
Drew Pearson 
Duffy’s Tavern 
Durante-Meore 
“Eddie Bracken 
Exploring Unknewn 
Fact or Fiction 
Family Hour 

Fat Man 

FBI, Peace and War 
Fibber McGee-Meliy 
Jimmy Fidler 

Fish & Hurt Ciob 
Fitch Bandwagen 
Frevt Page Farrel 
Gangbasters ° 
Give and Take 

G and Cenivral Station . 
Grand Marquee 
Grand Ole Opry 
Grand Slam 

Great Gilders'ceve 
Gregory Beod 
Grestest Story Ever Teld 
Jack Haley 

Harvest ef Stars 

Go briel Heatter 


Hees to Ya 
Highways in Meledy 
Hildegarde 
*“Hellyweod Jackpot 
*Hellywood Star Time 
Hoagy Carmichael 

Bob Hepe 

Heu- of Charm 

House of Mystery 

Hiv ons All Churches 

1 Deal “in Crime 
Information, Please 
Inner Sanctam 

li Pays te Be ignerant 
it's Marvel Music Time 
its Up te Youth 


ORIG. 
H 
H 
N 
H 
N 
H 
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head writer is listed.) 


- COST 


$5,000 
17,500 
4,000 
9,000 
3,000 
5,000 
6,800 
9,500 
2,500 
12,200 
20,000 
5,000 
4,000 
17,000 
2,000 
2,000 
7.500 


2,000 
22,000 
25,000 

2,000 

2,500 

8,500 

5,000 
10,000 

3,000 
7,300 


8,560 


3,000 
15,000 
4,500 
2,750 
1,500 
15,000 
10,500 
13,500 


5,000 
10,500 
20,000 

7,500 

2,000 

4,000 
10,000 

11,500 
13,000 

3,000 

4,000 

3,000 

4,000 

2,000 
3,000 
25,000 
3,000 
1,750 
2,000 
2.500 
17,000 
3.000 
8.500 
10,500 
2,750 
13,500 
6,500 
6,000 
1,500 
15,000 
3,000 
4,500 

12.500 

12.500 

16,500 

4,500 
1,250 
9,500 
4,000 
5,000 
16,000 
2.000 
1,500 
12.000 
1,700 
4,250 
3,500 
3.000 





NETWORK 
NBC 
NBC 
CBS 
CBS 
MBS 
CBS 
CBS 
NBC 
CBS 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
CBS 
NBC 
ABC 
CBS 
CBS 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
CBS 
CBS 
CBS 
CBS 
ABC 
ABC 
ABC 


ABC 


ABC 
CBS 
ABC 
MBS 
MBS 


NBC 
ABC 
NBC 
MBS 
ABC 
NBC 

CBS 


CBS 
MBS 


ABC 
CBS 
ABC 
CBS 
NBC 
ABC 
MES 
NBC 
NBC 
ABC 
CBS 
CBS 
NBC 
NBC 
CES 
NEC 
MES 
ABC 
NBC 
NBC 
MBS 


CBs 
NBC 

> ioe 
CEs 
eos 


NC’ 
Mss 


ALC 
ABC 


CBS . 


CBS 
CBS 
ABC 

MBS 





AGENCY 
Roch, Williams 
Wm. Esty 
Sullivan Stauffer 
young & Rubicam 
Federal 
B B.D.&0O. 

Young & Rubicam 
Young & Rubicam 
Russell M. Seeds 
Young & Rubicam 
J Walter Thompson 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Ruthrauff & Ryan 
K nox-Reeves 
Ruthrauff & Ryan 
Ruthrauff & Ryan 


Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Foote, Cone, Belding 
J Walter Thompson 
Compton 

Pedilar & Ryan 


Wim. Esty 
Wm, Esty 
B.B.D.&0. 


Doherty, Clifford 
Hill, Blackett 
Thompson-Erickson 
Hutchins 

Kenyon & Eckhardt 
Compton 

Maxon 

Young & Rubicam 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Benton & Bowles 
Hutchins 

Benton & Bowles 
Sullivan Stauffer 
Compton 


Ted Bates 

Ted Bates 

Warwick & Legler 
Erwin Wasey 

Hill, Blackett 
Russell M. Seeds 
Ward Wheelock 
B.B.D.&0. 
Newell-Emmett 
Gardner 

Schwimmer & Scott 
Kenyon & Eckhardt 
Biow 

Weintraub 
MacFarland Aveyard 
Hutchins 

Grant 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Tracy-Locke 

Duane Jones 

Young & Rubicam 
Robert Raisbeck 

Ted Bates 

Ruthrauff & Ryan 
Co-op 

J Walter Thompson 
McCann Erickson 
Grant 

Hazard 

Kastor, Farrel 
Ruthrauff & Ryan 
Weintraub 

Young & Rubicam 
N. W. Ayer 
Buchanan 

St. George & Keyes 
Russell M, Seeds 
Benton & Bowles 
Lawrence Gumbinner 
Biow 

Needham, Louis Brorby 
Sullivan Stauffer 
Walker & Downing 
L. W. Ramsey 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Radio Consultants 
Foote, Cone, Belding 
McCann-Erickson 
Roche, Williams, Cleary 
Wm. Esty : 
Ted Bates 

Needham, Louis Brorby 
Young & Rubicam 
Kudner 

McKee & Albright 
McCann-Erickson 
Roy S. Durstine 
Sullivan Stauffer 

N. W. Ayer 

Foote, Cone, Belding 
Ward Wheelock 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Foote, Cone, Belding 
J. M. Mather 

Foote, Cone, Belding 
N. W. Ayer 

Benton & Bowles 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Keeling & Co. 

J. Walter Thompson 
B.B.D.&0O. 

Biow 

A W. Lewin 

Ai Pau! Lefton, 


a ee 


Estimated Weekly Network Prog 


Night-time and Day-time Overall Costs Include Production Expenses, Actors, Musicians, 


Writers, Royalties, Freelance Directors, Transportation, Prizes, Etc., But Not Radio Time. 


(Port 07 Origination also included, as follows: N for New York, C for Chicago. H for Hollywood. In the case of shows having more than one writer, only the 
*Program being cancelled by sponsor. 


ACCOUNT 


Tums 

R. J. Reynolds 
Anacin 

Int'l] Silver 
American Safety Razor 
Wildroot 
General Foods 
Bristol-Myers 
W. A. Sheaffer 
General Foods 
Standard Brands 
Sterling Drugs 
Bayer Asperin 
Lever Bros. 
yeneral Mills 
Lever Bros. 
Wrigley Gum 


Sterling Drugs 
American Tobacco 
Standard Brands 
Procter & Gamble 
Ironized Yeast 
Super Suds 

R. J. Reynolds 
Hancock Insurance 
Bristol-Mvers 
Kay Daumit 

Swift 

Phiico 

Kellogg 

Procter & Gamble 
Gilette 

General Foods 
Sterling Drugs 
Corn Toasties 
Philco Radio 
General Foods 
Whitehall Drugs 
Socony-Vacuum 


Colgate 

Colgate 

Pabst 

Carnation Co. 
Ovaltine 

Shaeffer Pen 
Campbell Soup 

E I. DuPont 

Liggett & Myers 
Ralston Purina 
Schutter Candy 
Borden 

Phillip Morris 
Anchor Hocking 
Nat'l Fire Underwriters 
Philco 

Mars 

Sterling Drugs 

Dr. Pepper 

B. T. Babbitt 

Lever Bros. 

Knox 

Colgate 

Auto-Lite 

Co-op 

Ford 

Chesebrough 

Mars 

American Cyanamid 
Procter & Gamble 
Feenamint 

Lee Hats 
Bristol-Myers 
Rexall Drugs 
Texas Co. 
Revere Copper 
Brown & Williamson 
Prudential 
Norwich Pharmacal 
Procter & Gamble 
Johnson Wax 
Carter Products 
Mail Pouch Tobacce 
F. W. Fitch 
Whitehall 

L. E. Waterman 
Toni, Inc, 
Pillsbury Mills 
Hudnut 

R: J. Reynolds 
Continental Baking 
Kraft Foods 

Petri Wine 
Goodyear Rubber 
Sealtest 

Int’! Harvester 
Serutan 

Arrid 

Hires Co. 
Petroleum Advisers 
Campbell Soup 
Anacin, Kolynos 
Frigidaire 

Ludens 

Lever Bros. 
Electric Companies 
Raisin Bran 
General Mills 
Hastings 

Parker Pen 
Emerson Drugs 
Phillip Morris 
Harvel Watch 
Seventeen Mag 


e 
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PRODUCER 
Hele:. Mack 
Don Bernard 
Thomas Vietor 
Ted Bliss 
Dick Lewis 
Willian. Spier 
Himan Brown 
Eddie Pola 
Jack Simpson 
Lester Vail 
Howard Reilly 
Frank Hummert 
Frank Hummert 
Glenn Middleton 
Jim Jewell 
Robert Steele 
Bill. Burch 


J. Mansfield 

Bob Ballin 

Earl Ebi 

Ted Huston 
Jerry McGill 
Don Bernard 
Ken McGregor 
William Marshall 
Ed Wolf 

Cliff Peterson 


John Masterson 


Staff 

Walter Bunker 
Watson Humphrey 
Hoyt Allen 

Jim Burton 

Al Kaye 

Joe Thompson 
Charles Vanda 


Allan Dingwell 
Joe Rines 
Manning Ostroff 
Joe Brattam 
Kirby Hawks 
Axel Gruenberg 
Larry Berns 
John Zoller 
Ward Byron 
Charles Brown 
Phillips Lord 
Bill Gernannt 
Max Marcin 
John Dietz 

Jim Sheldon 
Bill Morrow 
Harry Holcombe 


Richard Leonard 
Bert Mitchell 
Martha Atwell 
Dick Mack 
Dave Titus 

Bill Harding 
Sam Pierce 
Charles Powers 
Bill Wilgus 
Neil Reagan 
Evelyn Elam 


Carleton Alsop 
John Wellington 
William Neel 
Tony Sanford 
Phil Cohan 
Nat Wolff 
Sherman H. Dryer 
Jack Simpson 
Leo Harris 
Clark Andrews 
Max Marcin 
Frank Pittmar 
Dwight Hauser 
Victor Seydel 
Paul Phillips 
J. Mansfield 
Phillips Lord 
Al Coughlin 
Martin Horrell 
Norm Felton 
Jack Stapp 
Irene Beasely 
Frank Pittmar. 
Ted Bliss 

Marx Loet 
Robert Redd 
Glan Heisch 


Henry Hulf 
James Haupt 
Herb Moss 
Louis G. Cowan 
Jack Johnston 
Fd Cashman 
Bob Stevenson 
Joe Ripley 

Olga Druce 
Roy Winsor 


Leonard Reeg 
Don Golenpaul 
Himan Brown 
Herb Polesie 
Jerry Law 
Herb Rice 








WRITER 
Alee.. Leslie 
Eddie Forman 
Fred Donnay 
Sol Saks 
Gene Wang 
tObert Tallman 
Milton Lewis 
Al, Sherwood Schwartz 
Russ Young 
Norman Tokar 
Nat Hiken 
Staff 
Stafi 
Hal Kanter 
Col. Paschal Strong 
Freelance 
Rick Stevenson 
Ruth Borden 
Sam Perrin 
Zeno Klinker 
Julian Funt 
Jerry McGill 
John Green 
Bob Hawk 
John Burke 
Joseph Kane 


Carl Pierce 


Staff 

Frerett Freeman 
John Reddy 
Tom Dugall 
Dave Friedkin 
Paul Henning 
Charlie Isaacs 
Jay Sommers 


Henry Hoople 
Irving Elinson 
Albert Miller 
Lew Schofield 
Axel Gruenberg 
Marvin Fisher 
Freelance 

Fred Heider 
William Brown 
Phillips Lord 
Leonard Holton 
Max Marcin 
Alonzo Deen Cole 
Don Agger 

Bill Morrow 
Myron Golden 
Helen Walpole 
Eddy McKean 
Jean Carroll 
Joe Quillan 

R H. Wilkinson 
Frank Galen 
Harry Kronman 
John Wray 

Abc Burrows 
Varied 

Evelyn Elam 


Phil Rapp 
John Wellington 
Drew Pearson 
Vin Bogert 
Elon Packard 
Wolff-Bracken 
Freelance 
Judy Thomm 
Ted Malone 
Dashiell Hammett 
Lou Pelletier 
l'on Quinn 
nmy Fidler 
ert Mosher 
k _clance 
fiillips Lord 
Dick Porter 
Freelance 
Freelance 
Ed Birnbreyer 
Lillian Schoen 
Sam Moore 
‘Ray Buffum 
Fulton Oursler 
tay Singet 
Robert Smock 
Gabriel Heatter 


Alton Alexander 
Richard Davis 


Joe Stein 


Gordon Auchincloss 
Varied 

Hooves Carmichael 
seman Sullivan 


x 
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PI 
Jack Be 
Joyce J 
Juvenil 
Just Pl 


Kay K; 
King © 
Kraft } 
Kenny 


Ladies 
Let’s P 
Life Cz 
Lera L 
Life of 
Light « 
Lone J 
Lorenz 
Lone F 
Lum " 
Lux R 


Ma Pe 


*Maisi 
Manha 
Mayor 
McGal 
*Meet 
Metro. 
Mel B 
Mr. D 
Mr. K 
Tom | 
Vaugl 
*Fran 
Mord 
Henry 
My T 
Myste 
Myste 


Natio 
New 
Nick 


Our | 
One 
Peop 


Pepp 
Polic 
Port 
Pot ¢ 
Prof 
Loue 


Que 
Quic 
Qui: 


RCA 
Rea 
Rea 
Rig] 
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[eet 
Estimat W 
ed Wee 
PROGRAM ORIG. COST NETWORK 
Jack Berch N $3,500 NBC 
Joyce Jordan N 2,000 NBC 
Juvenile Jury N 2,000 MBS 
Just Plain Bill N 1,500 NBC 
Kay Kyser H 14,500 NBC 
King Cole Trio 1,750 NBC 
Kraft Music Hall N 10,000 NBC 
Kenny Baker H 9,500 ‘ ABC 
Ladies Be Seated N 2,500 ABC 
Let’s Pretend N 2,000 CBS 
Life Can Be Beautiful N 2,750 NBC 
Lora Lawton N 2,500 NBC 
Life of Riley H 9,000 NBC 
Light of the World N 1,800 NBC 
Lone Journey N 2,000 CBS 
Lorenzo Jones N 1,750 NBC 
Lone Ranger 2,250 ABC 
Lum ’n’ Abner H 4.500 ABC 
Lux Radio Theatre H 20.000 CRBS 
Ma Perkins N 3.300 f CBS ) 
, | NBC § 
*Maisie H 10,500 CBS 
Manhattan Merry Go Round N 5,000 ’ NBC 
Mayor of the Town H 7,000 CBS 
McGarry and His Mouse N 3.900 MBS 
*Meet Me at Parky’s H 7,500 NBC 
Metropolitan Opera } 10,000 ABC 
Mel Blane H 7,000 CBS 
Mr. District Attorney N 7,000 NBC 
Mr. Keen N 3,000 CBS 
Tom Mix C 2,500 MBS 
Vaughn Monroe N 7,500 CBS 
*Frank Morgan H 15,000 NBC 
Murder & Mr. Malone H 4,500 ABC 
Henry Morgan N 4.500 ABC 
My True Story N 2.000 ABC 
Mystery Theatre N 3.500 NBC 
Mystery of the Week N 3,500 CBS 
National Farm & Home Cc 3.000 NBC 
New York Philharmonic N 10,000 CBS 
Nick Carter N 3,000 MBS 
Our Gal Sunday N 1,750 CBS 
One Man’s Family H 7,500 NBC 
People Are Funny H 7,500 NBC 
Pepper Young N 2,200 NBC 
Policewoman N 2,750 ABC 
Portia Faces Life N 2,500 BC 
Pot O’ Gold N 7,500 ABC 
Professor Quiz N 3,500 ABC 
Leovella Parsons H 2,250 ABC 
Queen for a Day H 3,500 MBS 
Quick As a Flash N 2,250 MBS 
Quiz Kids Cc 6,000 NBC 
RCA Victor N 8,000 NBC 
Readers Digest N 8,500 CBS 
Real Stories N 2,750 MBS 
Right to Happiness N 2,250 NBC 
Road of Life N 2,750 NBC 
Romance Helen Trent N 2,250 CBS 
Rosemary N 2,500 CBS 
Rose of My Dreams N 1,750 CBS 
Roy Rogers H 9,000 NBC 
Jean Sablon N 4,000 CBS 
Saturday Serenade N 4,500 CBS 
, Sereen Guild H 10,500 CBS 
Second Mrs. Burton N 2,000 CBS 
The Shadow N 2,500 MBS 
The Sheriff N 5,000 ABC 
Sherlock Holmes H 4,500 ABC 
William L. Shirer N 2,000 CBS 
Ginny Simms H 11,000 CBS 
Frank Sinatra H 13,000 CBS 
Sky King Cc 2,500 ABC 
Red Skelton H 12,500 NBC 
Smilin’ Ed McConnell H 3,000 NBC 
Jack Smith N 5,000 CBS 
*Kate Smith Sings N 14,500 CBS 
Special Investigator N 1,200 MBS 
Sparkle Time H 5,500 CBS 
Stars Over Hollywood H 3,000 CBS 
Strange Romance Winters N 2,500 CBS 
Sunday Evening Hour 8,560 ABC 
Sunday Serenade N 5,000 ABC 
Superman N 2,500 MBS 
Suspense H 7,000 CBS 
Stradivari Strings N 3,500 CBS 
Take It or Leave it N 7,500 CBS 
Teentimers N 3,000 NBC 
Telephone Hour N 8,500 NBC 
Tennessee Jed N 2,500 ABC 
Terry & Pirates N 2,200 ABC 
*That’s Finnegan Hi 5,500 CBS 
Theatre Guild N 15,000 ABC 
Theatre of Today N 4,000 CBS 
The Listening Post N 2,000 ABC 
This Is Hollywood H 13,500 CBS 
Lowell Thomas N 5,600 NBC 
This Is Your FBI N 6,000 ABC 
Those Websters H 3,500 MBS 
Today’s Children H 3,000 NBC 
Treasury Hour N 4,500 MBS 
True Detective N 2,000 MBS 
Truth or Consequences H 10,000 NBC 
Twenty Questions N 2,000 MBS 
*Rudy Vallee H 8,500 NBC 
Voice of Firestone N 6,500 NBC 
*Vox Pop 6,000 CBS 
Walter Winchell N 7,500 ABC 
Waltz Time N 4,000 NBC 
Warden Lawes N 1,000 MBS 
Fred Waring N 10,000 NBC 
We, the People N 7,500 CBS 
When a Girl Marries N 2,500 NBC 
Woman in White H 3,000 NBC 
Young Dr. Malone N 2,000 CBS 
Young Widder: Brown N 1,600 NBC 
Your Hit Parade H 14,500 CBS 


kly Network 


. AGENCY 


Benton & Bowles 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Benton & Bowles 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 


Ted Bates 
B.B.D.&0O. 

J, Walter Thompson 
Compton 


LaRoche, Ellis 
B.B.D.&0. 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Duane-Jones 
Benton & Bowles 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Erwin Wasey 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Wade 

J -Walter Thompson 


Dancer-Fitzgerald 


Biow 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Sullivan Stauffer 
Benton & Bowles 
Lennen & Mitchell 
Buchanan 

Sherman Marquette 
Doherty Clifford 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Guardnes 

Wm. Esty 

Foote, Cone, Belding 
Honig-Cooper 

Biow 

J. Walter Thompson 
Young & Rubicam 
Compton 


Bert S. Gittins 
Campbell-Ewald 
Grant , 


Dancer-Fitzgerald 
J. Walter Thompson 
Russell M. Seeds 


Pedlar & Ryan 
Sullivan Stauffea 
Young & Rubicam 
Roche, Williams 
Joseph Katz 
Robert W. Orr 


Wade 
Weintraub 
Wade 


J. Walter Thompson 
Foote, Cone, Belding 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Compton 

Compton 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Benton & Bowles 
Duane Jones 

Wade 


Kenyon & Eckhardt 
Gardner 
Biow 
Young & Rubicam 
Meyerhoff, R. & R., 
McJunkin 
McCann-Erickson 
McCann-Erickson 
J."Walter Thompson 
Young & Rubicam 
Lennen & Mitchell 
Needham, Louis Brorby 
Russell M. Seeds 
Leo Burnett 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Foot, Cone, Belding 
Sheldon, Quick 
J. M. Mathes 
Sorensen 
Duane Jones 
Kenyon & Eckhardt 
Roche, Williams 


Kenyon & Eckhardt 
Biow 
Morse [Int 


Biow 

Buchanan 

N. W. Ayer 

J. Walter Thompson 
Sherman Marquette 
Shaw-LeVally 
B.B.D.&O. 
B.B.D.&0O. 
B.B.D.&0O. 

Pediar & Ryan 
Roche Williams 
Warwick & Legler 
Ruthrauff & Ryan 
Knox-Reeves 


Berminghamm Castleman 


Aubrey, Moore 
Compton 
Cecil & Presbrey 


Biow 
Sweeney & James 
Young & Rubicam 


Robert W. Orr 
Dancer-Fitzgeralc 
Weintraub 

Leo Burnett 

Young & Rubicam 
Benton & Bowles 
Knox-Reeves 
Compton 
Dancer-Fitzgerald 
Foote, Cone, Belding 


Program Costs: 


ACCOUNT 
Prudential Life 
Procter & Gamble 
Gaines Dog Food 
Anacin 


Colgate 

Wildroot * 

Kraft Foods 
Procter & Gamble 


Quaker Oats 
Cream of Wheat 
Procter & Gamble 
B. T. Babbitt 
Procter & Gamb’>2 
General Mills 
Carnation 
Phillips-Bayer 
General. Mills 
Miles Labs 

Lever Bros 


Procter & Gamble 


Eversharp 
Sterling Drugs 
Noxzema 
Sanka Coffee 
Old Gold 
Texas Co. 


Colgate 
Bristol-Myers 
Kolynos 

Ralston Purina 

R. J. Reynolds 
American Tobacco 


Wine Growers Guild 
Eversharp 

Libby, McNeil 

Molle 

Procter & Gamble 


Allis-Chalmers 

U. S. Rubber 

Old Dutch Cleanser 
Anacin 

Standard Brands 
Raleigh 


Procter & Gamble 
Carter Products 
General Foods 
Lewis-Howe 
American Oil 
Andrew Jergens 


Alka-Seltze: 
Helbros Watches 
Miles Labs 

RCA Victor 
Hallmark 

Anacin 

Procter & Gamble 
Procter & Gamble 
Whitehall 

Procter & Gamble 
Manhattan Soap 
Miles Labs 


Richard Hudnut 

Fet Milk 

Lady Esther 

General Foods 

Balm Barr, Carey Salt, 
D. L. & W. Coal 

Pacific Coast Borax 

R. B. Semler 

J. B. Williams 

Borden 

Old Gold 

Derby Foods 

Raleigh 

Brown Shoe 

Procter & Gamble 

General Foods 

Commercial Credit 

Canada Dry 

Bowy’s 

Manhattan Soap 

Music Digest Mag 

Raymond Labs 

Hudnut Sales 

Kellogg 

Roma Wine 

Prince Matchabelli 


Eversharp 
Teen-Timers 

Bell System 
Ward Baking 
Quaker Oats 
Household Finance 
U. S. Steel 
Armstrong Cork 
Curtis Publishi 
Procter & Gamble 
Sun Oil 
Equitable Assurance 
Quaker Oats 
Genera! Mills 
Conti Castile 

O. Henry 

Procter & Gamble 
Ronson 

Phillip Morvis 
Firestone Tire 
Lever Bros. 


Andrew Jergens 
Phillips 

Trimount Clothes 
American Meat 
Gulf Oil 

Genera! Foods 
General! Mills 
Procter & Gamble 
Haleys-Phillips 
American Tobacco 


PRODUCER 
Herb Leder 
Alla: Handley 
Jack Barry 
Norman Sweetser 
Frank O’Connor 
Walter Tibbals 
Ezra MacIntosh 
Ken Burton 


George Wiest 
Nil Mack 
Oliver Barber 
Martha Atwell 
Irving Brecher 
Basil Loughrane 
John Gibbs 
Steve Gross 
Charles Livingston 
Forrest Owens 
Wm. Keighley 


David Owen 
Edwin Wolfe 
Cal Kuhl 


Frank Hummert 
J. Van Nostrand 
Ed Downes 

Hal Fimberg 
Henry Souvaine 
Sam Fuller 

Ed Byron 
Richard Leonard 
Stafi 

George Zachary 
Z. Wayne Griffin 
Bill Rousse au 
Charles Powers 
Charles Warbuion 
Frank Telford 
Harold Huber 


Herbert Lateau 
James Fassett 
Jock MacGregor 


Steve Gross 
Carlton E. Morse 
John Guedel 


Chick Vincent 
Phillips H. Lord 
Beverly Smith 

Paul Dudley 

Edward J. Fitzgerald 
Richard Diggs 


Jim Morgan 
Bernie Proctor 
Riley Jackson 
George Voutsas 
Marx Loeb 
Ernest Ricca 
Fayette Krum 
Charles Urquehart 
Ernest Ricca 
Leslie Harris 
Richard Leonard 
Ed Simmons 


Will Roland 
Roland Martini 
Bill Lawrence 
Viola Burns 
John Cole 


Dorothy McCann 
Tom McKnight 


Ben Brady 

Mann Holiner 
Roy Winsor 

Edna Skelton Borzage 
Frank Fe:rin 
William Brennan 
Ted Collins 
Herbert Rice 
Myron Dutton 
Paul Pierce 
Ernest Ricca 

Ian Smith 

John Cleary 


Allan DuCovney 
William Spier 
John Mitchell 


Harry Spears 
Nat Strom 
Wallace Magili 
Bill Hamilton 
Staff 

Hobe Donavan 
Carol Irwin 

Ira Avery 
James Cominos 
Frank Woodruft 


Jerry Devine 
Joe Ainley 

Carl Wester 
Wendell Adams 
Murray Burnett 
Ralph Edwards 
Bob Martin 


Rudy Vallee 
Edwin Dunham 
Rogers Brackett 


Paul Scheffels 
Frank Hummert 
Bernie Proctor 
Tom Bennett 
Lindsay McHarrie 
Tom McDermott 
Carl Wester 
Fayette Krum 
Martha Atwell 
Lee Strahorn 


194.7 


WRITER 
Faith Fay 
Henry Selinger 
Jack Barry 
Lillian Spinner 


Hank Garson 


Matt Brooks 
Bill Demling 


Allen Funk 
Nila Mack 

Carl Bixby 
Elizabeth Todd 
Lipscott-Ship 
Kay Seymour 
Sandra & Peter Michael 
Theodore Ferro 
Fran Striker 
Rozwell Rogers 
Sanford Barnett 


Lester Huntley 


Orin Tovrov 
Arti Phillips 
Staf' 


Charles Tazewell 
Jack Byrne 
Harry Einstein 
Henry Souvaine 
MacBenoff 

Bob Shaw 

Staff 

George Lowther 


Robert Riley Crutcher 
Craig Rice 

Henry Morgan 
Margaret Sangster 
Freelance 

Alfred Bester 


Ben Hyams 

Jock McGregor 
Jean Carroll 
Carlton E. Morse 
Walter Guedel 
Elaine Carrington 
Phillips H. Lord 
Mona Kent 

Bob Condon 


Parsons 
Don Victor 


Louella 


Jack Wilson 
Richard Kollmar 
Freelance 

John M. Young 
Howard Telchman 
Martha Alexander 
Elaine Carrington 
Peggy Blake 

Jack Quinn 
George “razier 
Staff 

Harry Kronman 
John Young 

Frank Kane 


Freelance 

Dennis Green 
William L. Shirer 
Hugh Wedlock 
Frank Wilson 
Robert Burtt 
Edna Skelton Borzage 
Hobart Donavan 
Bob Smith 

Ted Collins 
Freelance 
Meredith Willson 
Varied 

Helga Lund 

Ian Smith 


Ben Peter Freeman 
Freelance 
Wm. Brennan 


Edith Oliver 
Paul Dudley 
Norman Rosten 
Tom Taggart 
Albert Barker 
Ashmeade Scott 
George Kondolf 
Freelance 
Freelance 
Varied 

Lowell Thomas 
Jerry Devine 
Frank Hursley 
Virr’ ia Cooke 
Jack Albright 
Murray Burnett 
Ralph Edwards 
Fred Vandevanter 


Joe Parker 


Warren Hull 


Walter Winchell 
Staff* . 


Joy Johnston 
Milo Boulton 
Elaine Carring! 
Herb Futran 


Dave Driscoll 
Elizabeth Todd 
Glenn Wheaton 
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i Washington, Feb. 25. + 
ce abl With both old and new radio sta- 
Ae tL! tions making a concerted pitch for 
Ce the retail advertising dollar, publica- 
ae i tion of two more chapters in the 


NAB-Joske Department Store vol- 


ae | ume, “Radio for Retailers,” got a 
a7 rousing reception here last week. 
hij Publication comes at a time when, 

; NAB says, percentage of retail dol- 

i lars spent on radio is definitely on 


the upswing, 
# The book, product of a year-long 
; study of radio sales experience at 
Joske’s, of San Antonio, Tex., is in- 
r~.tended as a guide for retailers of all 
sizes and businesses and for radio 
giations trying to break into the 
local department store field. 

Latest two chapters cover prepara- 
tion of department store copy for 
radio and the “do’s and don'ts” of 
retailer programming. The need for 
trained radio personnel on the pay- 
roll of bigtime stores is stressed as 
well as the importance of planning 
radio copy well in advance. 





mt Joske’s of Texas devotes three- 
a fourths of all its copy to advertising 
P which is both promotional and insti- 
a tutional, a practice NAB recommends 

to all large retailers. Its programs 


q are beamed to particular audiences 
at particular hours and the same 
“beamed” approach is used in plac- 
ing commercial spots in already 
established programs. 


The study recommends that when- 
ever possible, retailers buy already 
established shows rather than try to 
build a new audience with a new 
show. Joske’s, which went in heav- 
ily for radio selling of all kinds, used 
several programs a day to sell the 
audience on the idea of trading at 
the store. It used spot advertise- 
ments principally to attract the at- 

i tention of listeners to special fast- 
i moving or unique items which were 
available for immediate purchase. 


*  Joske’s followed the NAB stand- 
ards of practice in timing and fixing 
a time limit on its commercials. On 
most 15-minute shows, only two 

: | commercials were used, Ninety sec- 
$ onds was the maximum time allowed 

ft for a commercial in a five-minute 

Fe program and no more than six min- 

a 4 utes in an hour-long show. Sales in 
: 








—e 
| see ee 
nas 


particular departments rose in pro- 
5 portion to the amount of radio pro- 
mi motion, 

Two more chapters of “Radio for 
Retailers” are in preparation, NAB 
said. These cover “promotion” and 
1 a report on a special 1946 study to 
i test the effectiveness of radio in pro- 
: 








‘e 


Ss 





moting departmental sales. 





CHIT aS, 


ABC Program Manager 


|) Addenda on Joske Gide to Retailer 
) — Gets OK Reception As Radio Service 


| key Interstate Texas cities. 





Lativelas Pix Circuit —- 
Cancels Out All Radio 


4 Dallas, Feb. 25. 


Interstate Theatres Circuit, one of 
the heaviest users of air time, has 


‘I Remember When—’ 

Radio’s Twenty Year Pioneers 
held their annual election last 
week, with H. V. Kaltenborn, 
founder and generai factotum, 
bowing out of the prexy spot. 

New prexy is Mark Wood's, 
ABC’s president, with Ed Kobak, 
Mutual prez, as first veepee. 
David Sarnoff is honorary prez. 

Frank Mullen, gen. mgr. and 
exec veepee of NBC, was elected 
second vice-president and Wm. 
Hedges, NBC veepee, as sec. Al- 
fred H. Morton, of NCAC, was 
elected treasurer. 











cancelled out all its airings. This 
includes three regional networks | 
programs and local airings put on in 
Among the programs were “It’s 
Showtime” heard for a half-hour 
each Sunday over stations of the 
Texas Quality Network; “Screen 
Test” heard for a half-hour each 
Thursday over KGKO, Fort Worth, 
KABC, San Antonio and KXYZ, 
Houston, and“Easy Listenin’” heard | 
for a quafter-hour three times | 
weekly over stations of the Lone 
Star Chain. Frankie Masters and his 
orchestra have been featured on the 
“Screen Test’ and “Showtime” air- 
ings. 


CBS Again Nixes 
AFRA-IBEW Tie 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


At informal econference before 
National Labor Relations Board 
here, CBS refused for second time 
to approve agreement between 
AFRA and International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers whereby 
former absorbs sound effect men at 
CBS. Net, however, has consulted 
homeoffice and is slated to report 
back to certification-seeking IBEW 
this week. If not forthcoming, 
IBEW will ask for formal hearing 
and NLRB decision on the case, 


AFRA and IBEW are agreed that 
former will sti supervise all 
“vocal” effects, while IBEW has 
parent jurisdiction and control of 
mechanical or manual effects. NLRB 
has also termed CBS group “an ap- 
propriate unit,” capable of deciding 
its own fate and demands, examiner 
reportedly likening CBS’ position to 
that of a party seeking to create a 


| 
' 





jurisdictional dispute after unions 
had themselves settled matters 
amicably. 


Net apparently seeks to avoid pay- 
ment of extra fees for vocal effects, 
something it did not pay under 
AFRA rules though latter sought it. 
It’s also strongly opposed to threat 
to new demands from IBEW for 
wage parity with New York effec- 
tors, another deal AFRA was unable 
to obtain if recently concluded nego- 





Sustainer Sales Plan 


iH | Chicago, Feb. 25. 
- 4 ’ ABC central division program 
manager Harold Stokes has come up 
with a new sustainer plan, on or off, 
which means that show must demon- 
strate definite sales possibilities 
shorily, or it is out. 

Stokes pointed out that the history 
of radio prompted the scheme. 
Very few if any programs have 
found a sponsor after a long free 
f period, he said. Agencies shy away 

from long time sustainers. In most 
cases, 15 percenters won't consider 








i one that’s been on the air for six 
| months or longer sans product. Gen- 
r ey erally they even refuse to submit it 

i to a client. 
a Currently, ABC central division 
ee | has five shows for sale. Three are 
i : ; } uncer consideration by agencies, and 
q. if two have failed to stir any action 
a4 yet. The latter pair will be yanked 
: | unless a deal arises for them 

; i shortly. 





|| Shell Oil Grabs Chicago 





at Football Broadcasts 


Fu~ Chicago, Feb. 25. 
} Shell Oil Co. has grabbed college | 
football broadcasts for 1947 and "48. | 
;) over WBBM, local CBS outlet. Con- | 
a. 2. tract is for 11 weeks annually, and | 
| was inked through the J. Walter 


Thompsop agency. It’s usually nego- 
tiated a couple of months in advance 
for one series only. 

John Harrington, 


| 


WBBM sports 
mer selecting games to be broadcast, 
wi'l voice shows. Last, minute choice | 
vives him opportunity of picking 
ho‘test battles. 


|}ceed without publicity.” 


jand the 


tiations. IBEW has already obtained 
such parity for its technicians, and 
it’s figured that duplicate steps will 
be taken for the soundmen, since 
that was cause of the revoit from 
AFRA, 





Waterbury — David G. Lee, ex- 
WOWO, Fort Wayne, and WIBG, 
Indianapolis, takes over as program 
director of WWCO, new Waterbury 


RMA, FMA to Meet 


On Migrs. Gripes 


Washington, Feb. 25. 

Radio manufacturers are sstill 
plenty griped at FM broadcasters 
who take newspaper advertisements 
to warn the public not to buy a new 
radio set unless it is FM-equipped. 
The board of directors of the 
Radio Manufacturers Assn. wound 
up a three-day meeting in Chicago 
last week with a ringing condemna- 
tion of the FM plugs as “having a 
harmful effect on FM promotion by 
arousing the resentment of radio 
dealers who now have few FM-AM 
receivers,” 

Back of the RMA opposition, FM 
supporters point out, is fact that 
many dealers are glutted with cheap 
AM units and want to unload them 
before accepting orders for FM sets. 
The manufacturers would also like 
to see these standard sets off dealers 
shelves so they could start a new 
campaign in '47 to push sale of AM- 
FM units. Right now, however, they 
are anything but friendly to FM 
promotion schemes, 

Meanwhile, Roy Hofheinz, FM 
Assn, prexy, last week called on the 
RMA to turn out low-priced FM sets 
instead of including FM units only 
in. the high-priced console models 
for luxury buyers. Hofheinz said 
“progressive manufacturers” were 
entering the FM field and pointed to 
Zenith’s AM-FM combination re- 
ceiver and others in production by 
Stromberg-Carlson, General Elec- 
tric Co., RCA and Pilot Radio Corp. 

Acting on Hofheinz’s suggestion, 
RMA prexy Ray Cosgrove of Cros- 
ley Broadcasting Co. promptly set 
up a committee to meet with FMA 
men to canvass AM-FM production 
problems. Cosgrove, who has pub- 


1947 turnout of FM sets was due to 
design and production difficulties. 
Several manufacturers predicted 
that more FM sets would be turned 
off lines this spring and summer 
than would be easily disposed of. 





Hal Cohen’s New Bankroller 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 

After nearly three years with 
Same sponsor, Jerome Wolk and 
Bros. local furriers, Harold V. Cohen, 
drama critic ef Post-Gazette and 
VARIETY mugg in Pittsburgh, has 
landed a new bankroller for his 
“Cohening the Town” quarter-hour 
over WJAS Saturday evenings at 
6: 30. 

It’s Brent’s Cleaners and their 36 





| station. 








stores spread throughout the city. 














THE EMILE COTE GLEE CLUB 


Contrary to the general belief thé 
The Emile 
network prestige or written ballyhe 
listening public Radio's 1 
organization, 


at in show business “you can't sue- 
Cote Glee Club—without benefit: of 
0—has been voted by broadcasters 
nost versatile and popular” singing 


The Emile Cote Glee Club (all male, a cappella) was formed by Lang- 


director, aided by Tom Foy, the for- | Worth Transcription Library during the AFM ban (1945). 


only on transcription and you are 1 


a recent survey discloses that 500 local radio advertisers have already | 


sponsored the Club and secured fist: 
highly publicized programs. 


It is available 


‘egding its first news stors . yet 


ner ratings comparable to the most 


LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK. 


licly pooh-poohed the much-touted | 
advantages of FM, said the small | 


| 











f ‘eid, 
+ From the Production Centres | 


(IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Five-week course in publicity and public relations to be 
School for Social Research by George Crandall and Arthur I 
March 14....Al Jolson inked to six-month pact by Wm. Morris agen 
which will do all his radio bookings....Kay Kyser partied by NBC — 
press luncheon Monday (24)....Carl Jampel dickering with NBC for an 
of Zero Mostel’s “Zero Hour” package as a summer replacement. ~_ 


Paul Mowrey, ABC television’s national director, to South America last 
Saturday (22) at the tele industry's representative on a 10-day Govt-spon- 
sored goodwill flight that will include the Uruguayan presidential election 
| ....Freelon N. Fowler, CBS television service staff member, named assist. 
j}ant to Ed Evans, recently appointed film supervisor CBS television 
| manager Tony Miner selected to teach video techniques at Fordham’s alxe 
week radio institute course, July 7 through Aug. 15 “Meet the Press” 
goes live on WOR Friday nights at 10 instead of delayed Sunday night 10:30 
broadcast....Richard Witkin, night editor of UP. to do radio coluinn for 
new UN World mag....Mickey Rockford, currently in -MCA Coast radio 
department, being transferred to N. Y. next month ... Roger Carlin re 
charge of television at MCA, recuperating at Doctors hospital after kidney 
operation....Rolly Bester has replaced Louise Barclay in the role of 
“Connie Wakefield” in “The Right to Happiness”... . Johnny Olson and his 
“Ladies Be Seated” ABC show broadcast last week from Florida Citrus 
Exposition at Winterhaven, Fla., to paid attendance of 25,000 for the five 
days....Mason Adams doing a lead on “Grand Central Station” Saturday 
(1) and into dramatic sketch on “Telephone Hour” Monday (3)... Peggy 
Strickland, formerly with North Broadcasting System's sales department 
has joined WLIB sales staff....Patsy Campbell returns to “Aunt Jenny” 
for new sequence....Walter Gorman takes direction of “Young Dr. Mae 
lone” for Compton....Harry Ingram to direct Bernie Procktor’s new 
| package show, “Feature Assignment” for Foote, Cone & Belding... .Phil 
| Clarke into “Ma Perkins” cast....Staffer Martin Andrews of ABC hag 
| taken over direction of “Terry and the Pirates.” 
| Hal Kanner, former Fred Waring arranger now batoning at Hotel Plaza 
| is musical director for new transcribed Flit Frolics series .. George 
Schreier joined Dick Hyman’'s publicity firm as associate....NCAC prez 
| Alfred H. Morton to Coast March 23 for extended visit lining up film 

talent for radio shots....Morris Mamorsky, NBC conductor currently 
writing scores for “Eternal Light,” resigning from NBC to freelance ? 

Radio committee of, Writers Board planning to go into action again.... 

Nancy Wells, in charge of American Theatre Wing's radio school, checking 

out and eyeing a casting director's post....William P. Mullen left Lennen 
| & Mitchell to join CBS’ Radio Sales as account exec....DuPont Awards to 

be made Sat., March 8, at St. Regis hotel, with ABC prez Mark Woods 
and Mrs. Alfred I. DuPont among the speakers. 


Sandy Stronach, who has checked out of Young & Rubicam, talking 
things over with Bill Murray at Wm. Morris agency....Jim Cassidy, of 
WLW, Cincinnati, and Joe Kolling, Variety’s Cincy mugg, in town tor a 
quickie....Narrator spot on new Pall Mall airer “Feature Assignment,” 
which replaces Frank Morgan's “Dr. Tweedy” beginning April 2, goes to 
Berry Kroeger. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


After 11 years with NBC, latterly as division sales promotion and ad- 
vertising overseer, Bob McAndrews pulled out for a berth in Young & 
Rubicam’s publicity and audience stimulation department. His successor at 
the network will be dispatched here from New York by Charlie Hammond 
....Harry Butcher, onetime CBS headman in Washington and now owner 
of KIST, affiliate of NBC in Santa Barbara, had the femmes (and some 
males) squirming at his gamy navy talk before Hollywood Ad Club.... 
Bernie Smith checked out of Young & Rubicam to have a free hand in 
freelance writing. ...Bill Baker (don’t that guy ever age?) out for Benton 
& Bowles to kudos Burns and Allen on their 15th radio anni with a sig- 
naturing pickup for another season....John Swallow, Coast head for Ken- 
yon & Eckhardt, clipped away with his secretary, Louise Wolf, couple of 
weeks ago and got themselves stitched....Maybe it’s just a coincidence 
but it has happened twice now. Right after Adrian Samish finished up his 
biz here and headed for the home precincts of ABC, J. Donald Wilson, his 
program chief in the west, betook himself to the hospital....When Ray 
Sullivan (Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles) showed up at the Brown Derby 
with a hirsuted chin adornment, it tipped off a pact made by the partners; 


that if they landed the Smith Bros.’ account they'd each cultivate a patch 
of bristles, 


You have Fran Conrad's (ABC) word for it that radio next vear will be 
100 years old. His dad, one of the pioneers of “wireless,” passed it along 
to him that transmission of Voices into receivers dates back a century.... 
Bing Crosby takes off 14 weeks come summer and what he'll do with his 
layoff is anyone’s guess, including his....Ann Seymour house-guesting 
with the Vincent Prices, P&G's Bill Ramsey with Irna Phillips, and the 
Lou Cowans on the register at the Beverly Hills hotel. Basking in the 
warm sun, they should be testimonial bait for the Chamber of Commerce. 
Their pet pastime is reading the papers to see how cold it is back east.... 
Ayer’s Marge Kerr in town on a talent safari.... Woody Herman is being 
peddled around the agencies as a warbler, sans band... Everyone officially 
identified with Hit Parade would like it made doubly emphatic that there 
is no thought of replacing Mark Warnow on the podium. They say he’s 
safe as LS/MFT. ...Frank Morgan subbed for the ailing Dick Haymes last 
week and Artie Phillips had to rewrite “Maisie” when Ann Sothern took 
to her bed with the flu....Jack Hurdle picked by Ken Dolan to direct the 
new “Beulah” sustainer on ABC .. Survey of 80 agency execs, producers 


and time buyers gave the palm to ABC’s KECA for being “the most im- 
proved” network station in L.A. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


WBBM news topper Everett Holles back from 30-day European occupied 
zone tour... .“Ladies Be Seated” hits the ABC net from Chi starting March 
a “ —- Utley to pinch hit for H. V. Kaltenborn who takes a two-week 
: est ndies vacation away from NBC....Maurice Copeland in new Mutual 

Tom Mix” role as Inspector Wyndham, ,,.KNOE. Monroe, La., dishing 


waded oie to Northeast Louisiana amateur athletes.,..Geraldine Kay 
with sinus infection Kay Campbell joins cas > “kins” 
.... Ralph Buehlman, WJJD ch , gel cee he vraag 


set to play-by-play all games lef engineer, new daddy to son....WIND 
toursamnent ABC. games of Northern Indiana High Schoo] Basketball 
, vos AT promotion ‘stunt for Drew Pearson has Karl Sutphin 
sending personalized matches to newspaper guys....NBC newser Alex 
Drier took over baritone Bill Johnson for personal management. 

EP coe: Molly going into 13th Johnson's wax year.,,.WBBM singers 
WBBM gir, re Winfield (fil.) Sanitarium....John McCormick with new 
hoa Agere sending box of cigars to new fathers calling while “Mat- 
out pix at ci es al oe : -ABC promoting “Jack Armstrong” by passing 
guesting on “Fa nee aoe where serial will be shown... .Connee Boswell 
a new twist to erm ames”....WJJD disker Ernie Simon plans to add 
tyne ’ joc eying new platters when he gathers un some drab sides 
wae unde announcement of “First With the Worst”. ...Ed Roberts, 
a meron a with busted elbow after slippery tumble ...Jack Sex- 
studios while Wms program director, auditioning singers at WBBM 
| application . On + aa n search for sepia talent passed the 600 mark in 
| Wrigley rove pra can ey: to watch Cubs go into training with Phil 
read, and owned Ketti ay ew wg Division veepee, Ralph Atlass, WIND 
“Wax & Nee He Club” - : rigley account exec Dolph Nelson leaves 

ecle Club” to staff Biggie Levin's nal Camnh aatein. 
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Chis WBKB, With Sponsor-Listener 


Interest, Shows 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 

For the first time in six years, 
WBKB, Chicago’s only video outlet, 
is getting out of a red ink operation. 
According to Capt. Bill Eddy, direc- 
tor, his books will be in the black 
by summertime and from then on, 
gravy. 

Eddy recently doubled the rates 
for the station on the basis of 1,200 
sets now in use locally and he fig- 
ures this number will soar in the 
next couple of months to 5,000 and 
to 50,000 sets by this time next year. 
As it is this figure is about half the 
estimate made by manufacturers for 
this area. 

Though interest here in television 
has been highly touted, Eddy’s as- 
sumption is based on the activity 
stimulated by his own shows, his in- 
terpretation of manufacturers’ pro- 
duction and sales figures and the 
impetus the industry will get in the 
next six months when new stations 
take to the air lanes. 

Cne side of the pretty picture is 
avid interest shown by sponsors for 
visual promotion. WBKB lists some 
of the largest concerns in Chicago 
on its books and they claim a very 
wholesome response to their shows. 
Also, promoters, who had previously 
seldom requested coverage for spe- 
cial sporting or photogenic events, 
now ring daily. 

As for the all-important Allah 
Mahallah, the audience, its partici- 
pation is pyramiding all the time. 
Eddy’s staffers check with set own- 


+ 
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SPENDING SPREE 





REVERSE. SWITCH 
FOR SELF-BALLY 


With radio, motion pictures and 
most other forms of showbiz cur- 
rently pulling in their spending 
horns because of skyrocketing pro- 
duction costs, television is expected 
}to pull a switch during the next sev- 
leral months by hypoing its promo- 
| tion campaigns, cost of which will 


Ist Profit in 6 Yrs. 


CBS’ Do-or-Dye 


With the FCC currently immersed 
in concentrated study of the color 
| television controversy, both the color 
| and black and white proponents are 
| currently marking time in the battle, 
| CBS, however, is continuing to plug 











Cherchez La Femme! 
Chicago, Feb. 25. 

New double feature video 

commercial ought to go over big 

with supposedly all male hockey 

game audience, but will it 


sell the product it will plug— 





|be many times that spent by the 
industry to date. Tele’s spending | 
program, as opposed to the others’ 
retrenchment, is considered espe- 


its. color system with a series of 
demonstrations, 

Latest in the series of showings 
was held Monday (24) at the CBS 


homeoffice for the Inter-Society cially unique enee video is the only 
Color Council, organization that form of entertainment that’s been 
; r operating consistently in the red 


clears information on color for vari- 
ous industrial and scientific groups, 
including the U. S. Dept. of Agricul- 
ture, Society of Motion Picture Engi- 
neers, Optical Society of America, 
etc. 


Early GE-NBC 
Net Duplicated 


In Television 


Schenectady, Feb. 25, 
NBC prexy Niles Trammell, in a 
25th anni broadcast of WGY, said 
that the contribution the General 
Electric-owned station had made to 
the formation of NBC 20 years ago 
and to a smaller network several 


almost since it started. 

Chief reason for the forthcoming 
era of heavy spending is the belief 
on the part of industry leaders that 
now is the time to boost video to the 
public, not by throwing more money | 
down the programming funnel but 
by conducting a general institu- | 
tional campaign and a specific ad- | 
vertising of receiver sets. Tele, it’s 
declared, has been caught in the 
doldrums too long. With all signs 
having pointed to 1947 as the year 
when video would come of age, the 
first two months of the year have 
seen few new sponsors interested 
and a state of almost utter confusion 
on the part of the public. It’s to 
overcome these obstacles that the 
ballyhooing is being launched. 

Television can afford to spend 
heavily now, it’s pointed out, be- 
cause of the industry’s close affilia- 
tion with radio interests. Majority 
of stations. currently operating or 








ers constantly and mail and phone 
calls jumped to about 50 a day. 
Still more gratifying was a recent 
public response to a human interest 
shot of a small boy in a school which 
brought. forth an unprecedented 
amount of money and gifts for the 
take. 

As to what is the public’s fave 
type of program, Eddy threw his 
hands up when pinned down. He 
asserted that was one of the tough- 
est nuts in the business. One per- 
s0n will disapprove of a type, and 
another will swear by it. 


However, sports are tops for 
males, while the women are more 
general in their likes, expressing 


raves for the style shows, drama and 
music. Of course, moppets can't get 
énough Mickey Mouse. 


KFI in Sleeper 
Play for Video 


Hollywood. Feb. 25. 





It begins to look like KFI will be | 


next on the air video-wise. VARIETY 
learned exclusively that station is 
making every effort to be number 
three of the five remaining pros- 
pectors actually to get on the air. 
is quietly acquiring its equipment 


and otherwise prepping to steal a | 


march, so far unannounced. 


Two Image Orthicon cameras are 
already in hand, having been re- 
ceived about 10 days ago and about 
which its competitors are ignorant. 
Also, it is trying to pressure receipt 
of other equipment. It already has 
its transmitter installation on Mt. 
Wilson well under construction, and 


are virtually set to go at the same | 


Site with their FM station if ‘and 
when the FCC gives the nod. Lat- 
ter okay is in abeyance whife the 
Station operates on a 90-day permit 
while under FCC investigation. Ad- 
ditionally, Roriald Oxford, producer, 
Was recently pirated from NBC, and 
James Church was added as tele- 
and FM writer. 





PATHE PIC IN TELE 





due to go on the air soon are owned 
and operated by either radio nets or 
manufacturers. Radio is considered 


years earlier (with WEAF), was be- 
ing duplicated in nétwork television, | 
|via the hooking together of WBNT 


brassieres and girdles? 

Fran Harris, Ruthrauff & Ryan 
video director who planned stunt 
for Henry C. Lytton & Co., feels 
there’s no need for color tele- 
vision in this case ’cause black 
will do the trick in showing off 
the product which will no doubt 
prove uplifting to televiewers. 

Just how a stunner will show 
off her lace is being kept for a 
surprise, but inside sources in- 
dicate that a sweater, too, will 
come into the highly anticipated 
WBKB picture. 


Phone Co. Boosts 


L. A. Video With 
Mixing Panel 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Bell System will. further . assist 
local video operators with its own 
mixing panel and giant PBX atop 
Mt. Wilson, housed in a three-story 
building, it was learned exclusively 
by VARIETY this week. Crews are now 











(New York) and WRGB (GE-oper- | already at the stabilization point, in 
ated here) the first of a series of | which no expansion of revenue ean | 
tele-webs which will span the coun- | b€ expected unless some revolution- 
try “in a few years.” Asked how long | ®TY change in programming hours is 
it would take to set up coast-to- |effected. Radio, consequently, needs 
|coast telecasting, Trammell replied, |no further promotion with the pub- 
\“I would say five years.” He added |lic and most of the money ear- 
that Atlanta probably would be tied | marked by nets and manufacturers 
into the present Schenectady-New | in the past for that purpose is ex- | 
York-Philadelphia-Washington with- | pected to be shunted over to the | 
in 18 months.” | video track. 





|downtown L.A. 


working on the site that will service 
FM ops, too. It will be a clearing 
house for the synchrofiization of 
sound and pictures relayed to the 
peak, centralized feeding point for 
FM transmitters and hub of private 
lines between all ops and _ there 
downtown or Hollywood offices and 
studios. 

A cable 


is laid between 


and Pasadena and 


being 


It | 


In his formal address, highlight- | 
ing an hour-long anniversary. show, | 
Trammell traced the history of net- 
work telecasting, from the _ initial 
two-station hookup on Jan. 12, 1940. 
“These two stations, WNBT and 
WRGB,” said the NBC chief, “have 
been networking television pro- 
grams successfully ever since. Only 
last year, with the inauguration of 
the cable between New York and 
Washington, the network expanded 
into a four-city operation, including 
Ph@ladelphia .. . By the end of this 
year, it is expected that a station 
in Baltimore and several in New 
England will have joined the Atlan- 
tic coast network. Regional networks 


(Continued on page 40) 


WIMJ Going Through Tele 
Motions With Home Show 


| Chicago, Feb. 25. 

Milwaukee Journal's video station, 
| WTMJ-TV, is preparing to enter the 
television field with full coverage of 
Home Show, big local attraction, 
slated for March 15 to 20, though not 








RCA in Lead 
Spotlighting the ballyhoo buildup 


| for video is RCAf which is slated to 


launch the fourth in its series of 


(Continued on page 40) 


McCrary Video Show, 
With Ambitious Sked, 
Optioned by Agency 


Option has been taken up by Mc- 
Cann-Erickson agency on a package 
tele show starring Tex McCrary and 
wife Jinx Falkenburg for probable 
sponsorship by Swift & Co. Pacting 
of the show, a daytimer titled “The 
Homemakers’ Club,” finally bears 
out the McCrarys”™ intention to pitch 
ultimately for video, using 
WNBC “Hi, Jinx!” program 
stepping stone. 

Station facilities 





as a 


have not been 
cording to agency tele head Lee 
Cooley, if a daytime half-hour is not 
available when the show is ready to 
preem, itll bow during evening 





broadcast because of no transmitters. 
|Portable equipment will be used, 
| with shots employed in studio to 
stimulate interest, while station is 
awaiting delivery of mechanical 
equipment. ' 

Transmitter promise for near 
future by RCA followed granting of 
licenses last month. Training pro- 
gram of staffers and construction of 
istudios plus survey of talent for 
video is also under way. 


L.A. Blast Reveals Link 
| Of Don Lee—CBS Video 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


hours. but ultimately move up and 
expand over whatever network is 
chosen. when facilities become avail- 
able. 

Format for “Homemakers’ 


will in- 


'clude some home economics, a guest 


shot for very show and a touch of 


| aud-participation. Program will def- | 


initely get its start in New York. 
Tom Hutchinson has been signed to 
direct the show, package for which 
is owned by Sandra Gahle. 

| “Homemakers” marks the bow 
‘into tele of the McCrarys who, at 
the outset of their radio show, said 


they were building the single airer | 


as a base of operations to get back- 
ing for experiment in video to de- 


their | 


set as yet for the program, but, ac- | 


from the latter it will be stretched 
to the mountain. About three-fourths 
of it will be aerial and the remain- 
der will be buried. It will carry di- 
rect telephone service, plus the pro- 
gramming of FM’ers and the audio 
portion of tele spows for those sub- 
scribing to the service in place of 
their own relay beaming. 

A shortwave radio station is also 
planned to pick up visio portions 
which the telephone company will 
relay beam to the mountain. At the 
mountain-top exchange the cable- 
carried sound and airwaved pix will 
be synchronized and_ shuttled to 
their respective transmitters. The 














to have its contribution in operation 
by summer. 


N. Y. Tele Execs Leave 


For Okla. Conference“: was recently signed to the first 


are slated to fly to Norman, Okia., 
\today (Wednesday) to lead the tele 


discussion at the Univ, 
jhoma’s annual radio conference. 
iGroup' includes George 


| Production’s; Harvey Marlowe, ABC 
| video’s production chief; Lee Cooley, 
McCann-Erickson tele director, and 
Sam Cuff, manager of WABD (Du- 
Mont, N. Y.). “ 

Group will brief midwestern sta- 
‘tion operators, ad agencies and edie 
cational institutions on tele’s prog- 
ress and potentialities. They're ex- 
pected to return to N. Y. in a week. 


NBC Video Quiz Answers 
Income Tax Pay Problem 


NBC ‘television. in a new type 
of public-service proggam, will pre- 


Quartet of N. Y. television execs | 


of Okla- | ard Brands. 


Shupert, | pointed out, soon discovered they 
|assistant to the prexy of Television | had to buck the fact theirs was not 


Ford, Gen'l Foods Sign to Sponsor 
Dodgers Baseball Telecasts Via CBS 


+ Big league baseball got 


its first 
commercial television sponsor this 
week when Ford Motors and Gen- 
eral Foods signed to bankroll all 
telecasts of the Brooklyn Dodger 
games over WCBS-TV (CBS, N.Y.). 
Twin sponsors will handle the 77 
home games from Ebbets Field on 
alternate days, tossing a coin to ds 


termine the backer of the season 
opener against the Boston Braves 
April 15. 


Although Ford has probably been 
the largest spender to date in tele- 
vision, the baseball telecasts will 
| mark G-F’s entry into the medium. 
Tele has reached the “stage of de- 
velopment where General Foods be- 
lieves it is time to come in for ex- 
| perimental purposes,” aecording to 
Howard M. Chapin, firm’s television 
|; committee chairman, He added that 
|G-F also recognizes the necessity of 
pre-empting choice time 
on video. 

Ford, which signed for the “Parade 
of Sports” telecasts on WCBS-TV 
last fall, has sponsored more than 25 
different events in N. Y. alone since 
that time, as well as investing heav- 
ily in video in both Chicago and Los 
Angeles. CBS television sewed up 
exclusive video rights to all Dodger 
games several months ago. NBC has 
a similar deal with the N. Y. Giants 
and DuMont has the Yankees pacted, 
but both webs have been unsuccess- 
ful to date in lining up sponsors. 

Inking of sponsors on a commer- 
cial basis points up the fact that the 
big league magnates recognize tele- 
vision as a potential boost to their 
gate receipts and not a deterrent to 
attendance at the ball parks, accord- 
ing to CBS execs. Most of the big 
league prexies believe that tele will 
have a favorable effect on baseball 
much the same as radio did, by in- 
teresting more women and others not 
acquainted with the game in getting 
out to watch a big league contest in 
the flesh. 

Deal was handled for CBS by 
George Moskovics, director of tele- 
vision sales. J. Walter Thompson 
agency represents the Ford account, 
with G-F split among Young & 
Rubicam, Benton & Bowles and 
Foote, Cone & Belding. 


Thesp Sounds Of 
With Tele Advice 


Television producers, for best re- 
sults, must discover video's limitas 
, tions and capitalize on them, much 
| as pioneer radio producers made the 





franchises 
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Southern California Bell Co., hopes | most of their limitations, accord- 


| 


|ing to Eddie Mayehoff, new star of 
the “Hour Glass” show, aired Thurs- 
'day nights over® WNBT (NBC) 
|N. Y.). Mayehoff, w.k. radio and 
|nitery comic before taking over the 
star spot on “Hour Glass” six weeks 


long-term contract in tele by the 


J. Walter Thompson ad agency, 
| which produces the show for Stand- 


Early radio producers, Mayehoff 


ee 


|a visual medium. They have over- 
|}come that obstacle to such an ex- 
|tent that, via sound effects, music, 
etc., radio listeners often get a per- 
|fect mind-picture of what the pro- 
ducer wants them to see. Tele- 
viewers, on the other hand, are 
often disappointed because’ the 
,actual picture they see on their . 
screens is limited by the present 
lack of money and facilities, and 
so does not compare in scope with 
their mind-picture. It’s up to the 
producers, Mayehoff thinks, to over rc 
i\come that limitation by building 
their shows around sets they 
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: velop their own tele formula. Couple cent “Income Tax Quiz.” a special | ¢,; satin | 
" |! Color blindness, lack of it, o1 yi pote has two other shows for si,o-instalment series designed to ON Thy under existing : 
can aim produced st the new petition to the orabeier gd = = video worked out and ready for <olve income tax problems of the) ow hoff, who had his own radio ' 
RKO-Pathe studios in New York, and CBS have effected 4 ~e. ‘audition, one of them audience par- | general public, next Saturday (1)! o mei * WOR (Mutual, N. Y.) for 
Mr. Bell,” will get its first public | their television operations. Furthet- | ticipation and film. and the other | ang March 8 at 8 p.m. pen. d subsequent! ) 
screening via television March 3, | more, it was implemented over . we along their radio formula, but set! Two shows will have studio audi- \t bee rye: de d . ae lat : 
when WNBT (NBC, N. Y.) presents past weekend when Don ane oe in a night club with guest PeI- | ances, who will put their tax prob- played both vaute and nitery cates, ‘ 
the half-hour picture as part of a expressed to CBS in New York formers lems up for solution to Bureau of discounted the belief that radio : 
~ wee tans ‘ints i idee Se Sore igin ; y - fees - ‘ thesps will not make good video : 
Special program for Alexander Gra prints of its 16m videc ‘. aac | Original plan, de veloped by Mc- Internal Revenue experts. Latter | roe temas wt ee ¥ 
By psp eee To dah welimagpteragiote ~ a rT Crary. was one of the most aM- | are to use charts and tables to sim- anette: Be 4 
Film was produced by the Ameri- | blast disaster for a ee 6 " (Continued on page 40) plify their answers. ‘ (Continued on page 40) 4 
can Telephone & Telegraph Co. j CBS’ black and white outlet. i 
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WOR 25th ANNIVERSARY 

With Stan Lemax, Martha Deane, 
Bessie Beatty, Mary Margaret Mc- 
Bride, Dorothy and Dick, Henry 
Morgan, Joe Bier, Ed & Pegeen 
Fitzgerald, Alfred McCann, Jr.; 
Uncle Don, Red Barber, Dennis 
Day, Frances Langford, Shirley 
Ross, Dana Andrews, Thomas 
Heyward, RoSe Bampton, Ella 
Fitzgerald, Eugene List, Vie Da- 





mone, Mills Bros., Carroll Glenn, | 
Glenn Mark Arthurs, Jack Barry, | 
Bob Burns, Russell Bennett; Keyes | 
Perrin, announcer; John Gambling, | 


Walter Hampden, emcees. 
Writer: Tony Webster 
Producer-Director: Dan McCullough, 
Roger Bower 
Musical Directors: 
ley, Syivan Levin 
240 Mins.; Sat. (22), 2-4 p.m., 9-11 
p.m. ; 
Sustaining 
WOR-MBS, N. Y. 


WOR years old last 
Saturday age when 
igstitutions develop an old maidish 
sense of decorum. But in its anni 
celebration on a couple of massive 
two-hour programs Saturday, Mu- 
tual’s flagship proved that no matter 
what it was—it wasn’t stuffy. 

That was evident even in the idea 
of having a four-hour birthday 
party program. Of course, it was a 
grandiose mistake since no show o* 
this type rynning on such a mar- 
athon. even with an_ in-between 
breather. could avoid turning into 
a clambake. Only a glutton could 
take it all in. But if mistakes have 
to be made. let them be big ones. 

Even more symptomatic of WOR’s 
liveliness, despite its age. was the 
tone of  self-kidding that rang 
through both two-hour blocks. On 
the afternoon - show, 
emcee John Gambling set the pace 
by a fun-poking chronicle of WOR’s 
origin in the rug department of 
Bamberger’s in Newark. Then run- 


Emerson Buck- 


became 25 


(22)—an most 


| sponsor. 


LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES 

With Grace Eden, Paul Lazarus, Jr., 
Chet Stratton, Betty Wragge, Joan 
Tompkins, Charles Carroll, Cam- 
eron Prud’homme, Ted Osborne, 
Irene Hubbard; Jack D’Reilly, 
Ralph Paul announcers 

Writer: Harry O’Lesker 

Director: Roger Bower 

Music: Sylvan Levin and orch 

30 Mins., Wed., 9:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WOR, N. Y. 


This program has possibilities, It's 
also one that the films might well 


new film, music from 
background on film making and ex- 


ploitation—are of widespread inter- | 


est. The idea of doing a dramatic 


capsule of a forthcoming new film | 


whets the public appetite for the 


| curiosity for first-hand, advance in- 


particularly, | 


ning through the evolution of radio | 


from the setting-up excercising show 
to the summit of the singing com- 
mercial, the show wound 
an acute piece of Henry Morgana 
on the question -(really more pro- 
found than it looks): Is Radio? 
Between the high points of Gam- 
bling’s intro and Morgan’s stints, 
there were the inevitable valleys 
through which ran torrents of gab. 
In this section of the show, a flock 
of w.k. air personalities wheeled up 
to the mike to show off their vir- 
ac@sity in cute verbosity. Between 
the congratulatory messages from 


prominent public figures, there were 
heard Mary Margaret McBride, Bes- 
sie Beatty, Martha Deane, Stan Lo- 
max. Dorcthv (Kilgallen) and Dick 
(Richard Kollmar) Ed and Pegeen 
Fitzgerald. Alfred McCann. Jr., Joe 


Bier, Uncle Don and Red Barber. 
Resumption of the show in 
evening suffered most o* 
the absence of Morgan. 
at least. 


afternoon show. 


of WOR and the Mutual net. 


Tied together by a thin thread of 
ran 


a comedy sketch, the stars 


the 
all from 
But here, 
there was a respite from 
the solid frontage of talk on the 
It was a lineup of 
topfiight talent, most of them alumni 


formation. But where this show has 


merit, it also has (on the basis of 
Wednesday’s (19) premiere) some | 
flaws. 

Format is interesting. A couple 


who've just seen a picture go off to 
a club for a nightcap; discuss the 


film (which gives program the op- | 


portunity to dramatize the film in 
brief): dance a bit (to a tune from 
another new film), then meet with a 
magazine cditor and a film ad-pub- 
licity director to get a bit of inside 
pix lowdown. In this particular pro- 
gram this format 
hodgepodgy, the matter-of-fact qual- 
ity about the interview portion com- 
ing somewhat too suddenly after the 
heightened tension of the dramatic 
| part of the program. This could be 
smoothed out. 

The dramatized portion ran for 
20 minutes, after which came the 
music interlude (to which the couple 
danced), followed by the interview 
portion. A music break coming 
'sooner might give the show better 
balance, even at the risk of break- 
|ing the dramatic suspense. The 
| film dramatized on the initial pro- 
gram was “The Strange Woman,” 
and the dramatization ended a little 


| lamely, with the plot left hanging in 


un with | 


through their specialties. In the pop 
music department there was Frances 
Langford, Dennis Day. Shirley Ross, 
Ella Fitzgerald, the Mills Bros. and 


one incubator star, Vic 


Damone. 


Operatic selections were rendered 


by Thomas 


musical background. 


It was a long show, cueing the 
hope that at WOR’s 50th anni they 
don’t decide to double the ante with | 


an eight-hour show. 


Herm. 





Slivw, 


RHYME-A-LINE TIME 


With David Andrews, Harry Jenks, 


Fran Mahaney 
Writer: David Andrews 
Producer-Director: Fran Heyser 
36 mins., Mon.-Fri., 7:45 a.m. 
KATZ DRUG CO. 
KMBC, Kansas City 


This one rates a bit different on 
schedule, 
pretty much wrapped around David 
Andrews of the KMBC staff. Basic 
idea is to have listeners write in 
song requests in rhyme form, but 
several embellishments are added 
along the way. Listener gets a buck 
if song around which he has rhymed 
his request is used on the air, and | 
the music is furnished live by Harry 
Jenks at the piano or organ or by | 
the 


Andrews tosses in a good deal of 
banter with Jenks and Mahaney, 
with assorted bits about the weather, 
time and other pertinent daily info 
and good-natured kidding with the 


the morning listening 


Irish Mahaney, baritone of 
Texas Rangers, vocally. 


Heyward and Rose 
Bampton of the Metropolitan, with 
ex-GI Eugene List s~irkling one 
number on the keyboard. Sylvan 
Levin provided a highly competent 


C oeagt Commercials are standard 


ugs for drug products being pushed 


by the Katz chain 
Show maintains a 
Hooper 


5 respectable 
even against competition 


such as the Breakfast Club which 


bisects it on the rival net, and has | 
been on the air something over a 
It's good for more than 400 
rhyme letters per week, with $20 


year. 


or $25 going out in listener awards. 
Half hour is boosted noticeably by 
the calibre of music put out by Jenks 


and Mahaney, who hit the son 
roster anywhere from light classica 
to popular and western. Quin. 


air. More. gain than loss would re- 
| sult from satisfying an audience’s 
| curiosity how the plot turned out. 
| Paul Lazarus, Jr., United Artists’ 
| director of publicity and advertis- 
| ing handled himself neatly in briefly 
| discussing the problems in exploiting 


|a film, as well as the importance of 


|New York’s business end of the film 
| setup. 
| chores well. 
chestral interlude, Sylvan Levin and 
his crew had an important part in 
the music breaks that interlarded the 
dramatization. Bron. 


HOME TOWN GOSSIP 
| With The Syncopacers, Scotty Nel- 


| Writer-Announcer: Dal Stallard 
| 30 Mins., 


Mon.-Fri., 
Participating 
KCMO, Kansas City , 


Half hour is in use by KCMO to 

itie together several varied items 
‘around the studio which otherwise 
| wouldn’t have a regular air spot of 
| their own. Format is pretty flexible, 
| encompassing local human interest 
news items, bits about the weather, 
the daily list of births and general 
chitchat. Instrumental pop song 
specialties by the Syncopacers and 
vocal faves by Scotty Nelson are in- 
terspersed, helping to smooth what 
otherwise would be a very ordinary 
participation show. 

Station also makes this the slot for 
interviewing notable visitors and 
sponsors of civic events. The pro- 
gram caught featured, as an example 
‘of guests on the half hour, a Lt. T. M. 
| Perry, currently in town showing 
off “Operation Palette,” the Navy’s 
collection of paintings made by its 
men on the battlefronts. Interviews 
‘are in adlib style steered by Dal 
Stallard who has emceed the show 
from its inception. 

By now “Gossip” is beginning to 
realize a following as it’s been on 
the air over a year, providing a 
stable slot for locating both live and 
transcribed spots. Five plugs were 
included in this half hour, the in- 
formal style of the show considerably 
favoring the live commercials over 
the transcribed editions. Quin. 


3:30 p.m. 


JOURNAL OF THE AIR 

With Roger. Goodrich, Warren Dore- 
mus 

Producer-Writer: William J. Adams 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 6:30 p.m. 

| Rechester Sayings Bank 

WHEC, Rochester, N. Y. 


A homebuilt show, WHEC’s “Jour- 
nal of the Air” carries a good grade 
of production and emphasis on local 
news to satisfy local sponsorship. 
Program is so designed that any 
items of national interest carried by 
network commentators are in the 
category not likely to be touched 
upon by those emanating from CBS, 
which fills ip a good deal of the 
station’s time. 

“Journal” is divided into several 
| segments, first of which reads na- 
tional headlines, another carries de- 
tails of local events, while a third 
category touches upon trends spot- 
ted in national events. Further local 
color is obtained by handing out 
kudos to residents in the town un- 
der heading of Citizen of the Day. 

Sponsorship by a local savings 
bank completes the smalltown and 
homey ‘character of the program. 











It's certainly a_ plug for | 
i'them. The ingredients—plot of one | 
another, | 


film as well as appealing to their | 


| Cities 


| session of music. 
seemed a little | 


Cast handled the dramatic 
In addition to his or- 


AAAAADAAAAAA tiie) 


{Follow-up Comment} 


Faced with the alternative of 
chucking his WHN (N.Y.) Sunday 
afternoon sponsored commentary 
program or conforming to station's 
new “no political commentary” edict, 
William S. Gailmor has hit on a new 
device of projecting his thinking, 
which he tabs “cultural commen- 
tary.” Cued to the Washington Birth- 
day observance, Gailmor inaugu- 








tion of Washington, 
mocracy cannot live a lie.” Defining 
his future pattern of commentary as 
something out of life and for the 


people, Gailmor in reality has hit on | 
a plan that gives him broader | 
scope, since real culture embraces } 


everything that happens everywhere | 


to all the people. He intends having 
a series of guests including “Yip 
Harburg, Earl Wilson, Frederic 
March. etc., to show how they look 
at culture. It’s the type of program | 
that merits cross-the-board and cer- 
tainly more than local airing. In fact, 
Gailmor’s got something that may be 
'the answer for other commentators. 
Service celebrated its 21st 
anni in radio last Friday (21) with 
airing of another warm family hour 
Format for “High- 
ways in Melody” was unchanged for 
occasion with the nod being made to 





| the anni celebration via a hypotheti- 


rated his revised format in the tradi- 
i.e., “real de- 


> | Salvaging in Damone. 
| and robust pipes are very much in 
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VIC DAMONE 2 

With Sylvan Levin Orch, Den Fred- 
erick 

Producer-Director: Frederick 

15 Mins., Tues., 10:15 p.m, 

Sustaining 

WOR-MBS, N. Y. 

Vic Damone, one of the more 
promising swoonsingers, has come up 
via the personal appearance route 
when he clicked at, among other 
spots, La Martinique, N. Y,. Visual 
audiences take to him as he makes 
an impression with his extreme 
youth and a fine singing voice. 
| However, when away from live 
audiences, the youthfulness that 
clicks with pewholders becomes in- 
terpretive immaturity over the loud- 
speaker. It’s especially evident dur- 
ing the pashy numbers on which he 
concentrates, 

Nonetheless, 





| 


there’s plenty worth 


The healthy 


evidence, and with a wiser choice of 


| material and a more suitable type 


of writing in his verbal introes, 
youthful personality could make 
some headway. 


cellent job of backing. Arrange- 


to add color to Damone’s pipings. 
Jose. 


CONVERSATIONS AT 8 
With Tom Sugrue, Dr. Howard Busk, 





| the pattern. 
| Paul Lavalle’s string orch led off 
with “Brazil” followed by Mac Mor- 


cal glimpse into American life 20 a Barton, Donald Kerr, Tom 
|years from now. Both music and | p . yt mony ‘ 
plugs were neatly interwoven into | % re@ucer: Tom Sugrue 


| 30 Mins., Sat. 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WINS, N. ¥., 


gan’s superb baritoning of hase" - According to the latest trend in 
Home.” Full-voiced glee clu «bed as bef ae 
atest Ga wk baled * “hin | thinking on the subject of rehabili 


Peel,” with Morgan coming back for 
“Song of the Open Road” and the 
orch taking a turn with a Strauss 
waltz and “Liebestraum.” 





| Ted Husing manifests much savvy 
|in his disk-jockeying, including not 
| a little showmanship. Unlike the 
| growing vogue for guesters with disk 
| jocks, Husing makes his own excite- 
| ment by means of geod scripting and 
know-how. For example he reprises 
“four bands from Boston” (Leo Reis- 
man, Eddy Duchin, Mal Hallett and 
Larry Green, the newest from the 
Hub); pr “four of my favorite girl 
friends” (Dinah Shore, Hildegarde, 
Ginny Simms and Kate Smith); or 
contrasts Peggy Lee, as she is solo 
today on Capitol records (aided by 
husband-composer-arranger-imaestro 
Dave Barbour) and how she sounded 
when with Benny Goodman a coupla 
years back. Husing does it in mat- 
ter-of-fact manner which bespeaks 
the ultimate in authority, and yet 
never impresses as straining for 
effect or the smart-alecky exhibition 
that they’re hep to the jive, as so 
many other jocks essay. 





AS OTHERS SEE US 

With Larry Lesueur, Harry Marble, 
Bill Regers . 

Writer: George Herman 

30 Mins., Sun., 12:30 p.m. 

Sustaining " 

WCBS.-CBS, N. Y. 


Here is an interesting idea—a sur- 
vey of ‘foreign comment about the 
U. S. presented to American audi- 
ences to let them know how the 
other side feels about them. CBS, as 
judged by Sunday’s (23) premiere, 
handled the matter very well, cull- 
ing some _ interesting, important 
comment from various parts of the 
globe, from newspapers, magazines, 
radio commentators, etc., and pre- 
senting it smartly. Program, for con- 
tent and presentation, ought to have 
wide appeal. 

Larry Le Sueur and his aides read 
off in brisk fashion carefully se- 
lected and digested items from 
Japan, Russia, Germany, Canada and 
elsewhere. ere were comments 
from Izvestia and other Soviet 
papers on U. S. monopoly capitalism, 
on the confiscation of German 
patents, on American “attempts” to 
“break the iron curtain”—and also, 
surprisingly, a defense as well as at- 
tack of the U. S. press. There were 
reports from Germany on U. S. 
policy, more guarded of course than 
comment elsewhere, but with opinion 
faintly showing through. Gen. Clay’s 
comment in German sheets defend- 
ing U. S. policy was also quoted. 
There was Jap comment, from Domei 
and elsewhere, on present-day Con- 
gress and its “independence” of the 
Executive (as different from the 
days of FDR). 

Canada comment ranged from ap- 
proval of mutual Canadian-Ameri- 
can defense needs to disapproval of 
our pro-Zionist view, which a Ca- 
nadian sheet called hypocritical and 
unfair to England. The personal, 
human interest side wasn’t neg- 
lected. Jap comment included dis- 
cussion of the future of silk and the 
way American women now seem to 
favor nylon. Canada thought that 
American attempts to win Russia by 
beaming such music as “Turkey in 








' withal. Bron. 





| Commercials aren’t too obtrusive, 


!and carry the tone that the news- | 


'casts are bankrolled by the insti- 
‘tution as a public service. 


|tation, it’s society in general that 
must be rehabilitated, at least as far 
as disabied persons are concerned. 
Majority of amputees, etc., aren't ask- 
ing for special consideration. They 
ask merely to be treated just as 
any other citizen. 


Tom Sugrue, book reviewer and 
author, in his “Conversations at 8,” 
an informal gabfest held Saturdays 
in his midtown apartment, discussed 
the subject of disabled persons with 
Betsy Barton, another author also 
invalided, and Donald Kerr, a one- 
legged athlete. Sugrue himself is 
totally disabled, and all three have 
been able to achieve a degree of em- 
inence in their respective fields. 
Dr. Howard Rusk, director of the In- 
stitute of Rehabilitation completed 
the guest lineup. He was the only 
one with full use of his physical 
members, but is eminently qualified 
to discourse on this topic because of 
his war work in this field, and his 
contact with amputees and other 
disabled persons. 


All the disabled persons on the 
program have made the mental ad- 
justments so that their particular 
handicaps aren't getting the better 
of them. Indicative of that fact is 
seen in Donald Kerr’s being disqual- 
ified for the Olympic boxing matches 
because he would have an unfair 
advantage over his opponents. In- 
stances like that point up the ad- 
monition to spare the pity for some 
worthy object. 


Sugrue’s forums aren't confined to 
discussions on disability. Topics are 
varied, depending upon the guests, 
and with Sugrue’s type of fadiman- 
ning. all sessions should be as inter- 
esting. Jose. 


WOMEN’S RADIO JOURNAL 
With Murial Williams and Francis 

Hart 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9:30 a.m. 
| FIRST NATIONAL STORES 
WBZ-WBZA, Boston-Springfield 

(John C. Dowd) 

This ayem show follows the 
familiar man-and-wife pattern but 
lacks at the moment a sufficiently 
hep script to sustain interest of the 
housefrau. 

Man and wife are local personali- 
ties, Murial Williams being former 
Broadway actress (“Three Men on a 
Horse,” etc.), and Fran Hart, being 
former coproducer with Richard 
Aldrich. th operate a model 
agency in town now, get around a 
good bit in theatrical circles, and 
are well-known and well-liked in 
the city. 

Pattern is chatter with three or 
four musical interludes, the chatter 
ranging from discussion of home 
problems, cookery and marketing to 
personal experiences with buying 
farms, etc., with spots for answering 
mail and queries, Nothing wrong 
with that, but the necessary spon- 
taneity or impromptu quality isn’t 





the Straw” or “Night and Day” was | 
wasted. And so on. Interesting stuff, | 


forthcoming, and the humor doesn’t 
jell. Conveys impression script is 
written for reading rather than be- 
ing read aloud, and seems awkward 
and forced, with all the correct re- 
joinders and quips telegraphed be- 
fore cue. 

Speaking voices okay, though a 


|more relaxed atmosphere would 
help, and substance of chatter is 
okay, too. Main trouble is poor 


writing and timing, with emphasis 
on the writing. Show-only a week 
old. so plenty of chance this man 
; and wife slot will fit in as it goes 
| along. Idea has proved sound else- 
'where, in any case, Elie. 





ments have lush fiddle counterpoint | 





| 


| 
! 











Sylvan Levin's orch does an ex-| morial. 


WHILE EARTH ENDURES 
we i. Peter Webster, 
erbe, Campbell, 

Sondergaard, Bob Donley, 
Wolfson, Ben Leckland, 
Hernandez 

Writer: Ira Marion 

Director: Clark Andrews 

30 Mins.; Tues. (18), 9:30 p.m, 

Sustaining 

W.1IZ-ABC, N. Y. 


“Presented as part of 
Week initiated by the National Con. 
ference of Christians and Jews 
“While Earth Endures” embodied 
the laudable preachments in behalf 
of racial equality and genuine de- 
mocracy. That was its purpose, but 
the purpose would have been dou- 
bly served if the tolerance theme 
was not troweled on with such grim 
zeal. It was clearly a piece tailor. 


Lawsen 
Hester 
Martin 

Juang 


made for the occasion — and so 
lacked dramatic compulsion and au- 
thenticity. For the concrete met- 


aphor that would light up the mean- 
ing of democracy as a way of life 
scripter Ira Marion substituted a 
single, solid and didactic abstraction 

Dramatic device was based upon 
the invocation of Abe  Lincoln’s 
spirit by a young fellow sitting alone 


in the darkness of Lincoln's Me. 
Along with Lincoln. the 
shades of an Irishman, Jew and 


Negro also come up from the deep 
to clarify the boy’s confusion. Within 
limitations of this artificial formula 
a competent group of thespers ex. 
tracted the maximum meaning from 
their roles. Herm. 
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| DANCING ON AIR 


| With Fred Astaire dance instructors; 


Radcliffe Hall, emcee 
Producer: Stan Quinn 
Director: Ernie Colling 
15 Mins.; Sun., 8 p.m. 
STANDARD BRANDS 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

“Dancing on Aijir”’ represents 
what’s probably the least profes- 
sional job on WNBT's current pro- 
gramming schedule. Show is a re- 
place:nent for the recently-deceased 


“Face to Face” and probably repre- ° 


sents the efforts of Standard Brands 
to hang onto the much-desired 8- 
8:15 p.m, slot on Sunday nights until 
the firm decides to do something 
better. With good potentialities for 
presenting an interesting dance in- 
struction show, it bogs down in a 
morass of production errors, emerg- 
ing as a tough session for the audi- 
ence as well as the talent. 

“Air” ran into non-controllable 
difficulties on the night caught (16) 
because of a 40-minute delay when 
the WNBT transmitter went dead 
and a turret on one camera conked 
out. Latter reason would probably 
explain why agency producer Stan 
Quinn and WNBT director Ernie 
Colling couldn’t get a shot of the 
dancers’ feet, rendering practically 
worthless any attempts to teach the 
rhumba. That wouldn’t explain 
away, however, the atrocious back- 
drop and the reason why one of the 
props from the commercial appeared 
in a scene where it had no business 
being. 

Show’s format is okay, with dan- 
cers from the Fred Astaire studios 
first presentin 
and then showing the audience how 
it's done. Interspersed are several 
comedy bits and an interview with 
a weekly guestar (in this case, a 
girl from Panama demonstrating a 
native dance). NBC announcer 
Radcliffe Hall makes an affable 
emcee but there’s no reason why he 
should have to read from a script— 
not in front of all those people. 

Plugs for Instant Chase and San- 
born are kept down to the basic 
minimum, which makes them unob- 
trusive. They don’t represent any 
special production efforts, either. 





Stal. 
DOG SHOW 
With Bob Edge 
Producer-director: Herbert Bayard 
Swope, Jr. 


60 mins., Thurs., 9:30 p.m. 
FORD MOTOR CO. 
WCBS.-TV, N.Y. 


(J. Walter Thompson) 
Providing such little action as it 
does, the Westminister Kennel Club 
Dog Show could have been extreme- 
ly dull video programming, but fore- 
thought rescued this show from 
complete loss. The Madison Square 
Garden pickup slotted it for Ford 
Motors and this fact, plus the large 
number of people interested in dogs, 
were probably the only excuses for 
this remote. : : 
Too many factors militated against 
a televised dog show. Foremost was 
camera position. The CBS cameras 
were in their usual spot, high above 
the floor, extremely advantageous 
for their basketball pickups but 
much too far to catch detailed char- 
acteristics of the various breeds 
parading for Westminster judges: 
Had thé cameras and mikes been - 
close, the judging would probaby 
have had greater interest for + 
eners, most of whom _ have pra 4 
sketchy knowledge of whats looke¢ 
for in a champ. Also, viewed from 
a distance, action was too slow. me 
Program’s saving grace was t 
setup in the Garden's basement 





(Continued on page 41) 
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Swiss Yodel Beef 
Vs, Home Output, 


Mull Pay System 


Zurich, Feb. 10. 
Swiss radio listeners are joining 
the sizable list of European national- 
ities beefing about quality of pro- 
grams on government-controlled net- 


work. No bones are made here that 


vy. S. programs heard over AFN 
stations, particularly the Army’s 
hundred. kilowatter in Munich-Stuti- 
gart, have awakened a lot of Swiss 
to the idea that there’s something 
petter around than stodgy 
heavy with “culture” and 
that they get from home 
ters. 
commercials on Army transmissions. 

Recent petition to Federal Council 
at Berne bore 32,478 signatures, with 
more to come, demanding better 
shows, longer broadcasting hours, an 
accounting of exactly what authori- 
ties have been doing with taxes col- 
lected for listening licenses, and an 
“objective examination of possibility 
of introducing full or limited com- 
mercialism,” “if things im- 
proved any other way. Government | 
hasn’t made any reply as yet, but the | 
matter’s due for early debate in Fed- 
eral Council. 

Listeners presently pay about two 
francs a month (50c) for a re-| 
ceiving license. Meanwhile, due to 
nationwide electricity shortage, send- 
ing time of the top three Swiss trans- 
mitters—Beromunster, Monte Cene- 
ri, and Sottens—has been cut about 
an hour and a half a day. At best, 
programs are aired for about three 
hours early in morning, two at noon, 
and nights from 5 te 11. 


Chi No Ghost Town, Sez 
AFRA Sec. Jones; Blames 
Defeatist Attitude 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 

Ray Jones, exec secretary of Chi 
AFRA local, in a ripping blast con- 
demning station and agency execs’ 
defeatist attitude with respect to 
Chicago radio, told the Chicago 
Radio Management Club last week 
that the brass hats should wake up 
to the resources available here to 
them. Stressing point of midwest 
being terrific sample market to build 
net shows, Jones said the competition 
offered by other promotion media 
cannot be met with only two radio 
production centers. 

With local AFRA rolls listing 312 
actors and actresses, 224 announcers, 
204 singers and Radio Writers Guild 
offering 225 members, the_talent sit- 
uation here should be recognized, 
along with other facilities, by spon- 
sors attempting to build shows. 

“Chicago is not a ghost town,” 
Jones asserted, “It never has been 
and never will be. Hollywood and 
New York provide the ‘custom built 
limousines’ of radio, but there is 
also a need for the lower budgeted 
shows which Chicago can easily pro- 
vide.” 

Fact that shows have moved away 
from here is a tue, according to 
Jones, for localites to get busy and 
come up with new stuff. If a spon- 
sor wants a film ‘star, he’ll have to 
g0 to the Coast. Other than that, 
there’s no reason why a midwest 
located manufacturer should scurry 
800 miles to New York, or 2,000 
miles to Hollywood, when he’s sitting 
on top of available facilities. 

Desire on the part of bigwigs to 
bask in Coast sunshine has gone 
a long way in putting the huge dent 
in local production, said Jones, but 
that’s no reason for a prospective 
Sponsor to abandon idea of Chicago 
as a place to get his radio ideas and 


output, 


classics, 


can't be 


| 
| 
| 
| 





transmit- 
But they’ve been spared the | 


MPLS, AQUATENNIAL TO 
“AIR NETWORK SHOWS 


~ Minneapolis, Feb. 25. °” 

National network shows will 

originate here each day during 

week-long summer Aquatennial, civ- 

ic celebration in late July, Ralph W. 

Farnsworth, head of Aquatennial 
radio committee, announced. 


Dickers include local origination 
of Town Meeting, Vox Pop, Break- 
| fast club, Truth or Consequences, 
| Don MeNeil, Hildezarde, Fred War- 
ing and other shows. 
| Charles Winchell and David Sil 
verman are coordinating directors of 
committee which includes, 





among 


radio executives, S. L. Levitan, Sig | 


| Mickelson, W. Van Konyenburg, 


Dick Brown, M. C. Drake and Crag | 


| Campbell 





Denny IRE Guester 


FCC chairman Charles R. Denny 
will be the feature speaker at the 
Institute of Radio Engineers national 
| convention, slated for the 
| Commodore, N.Y., March 3-6. 
| Western Electric vec pee Frederick 
|R. Lack will introduce Denny at the 
|} Danquet next Wednesday (5) night 
which time the 1947 IRE medal of 





at 


Hotel | 


C’mup ’n’ Hear Me 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Mae West still wows ‘em— 
y -veven.in radio. -The morning. af- - 
ter making a 1 am. guest ap- 
pearance on Bob Phillips’ “Sur- 
prise Platter Party” over KFI, 
the station received a logged 250 
calls from non-believers. 

Calls came in from as far as 
El Paso and Seattle. 


FCC Clear Channel 
Hearings Due for Delay 


Washington, Feb 
FCC’s final 
hearings may 


fall, it 











25. 

round of clear channel 
be until 
now With 


telecommunications cor 


postponed 


next appears. 


world fer- 


ences beginning in April and con- 


} 
tinuing through September, it 
speculated FCC will be hard put to 


find time for 


Was 


extended hearings on 
clear channel service. 

Louis Caldwell, coun- 
sel for the bigtime broadcasters, an- 
| that a second protest has 
| been lodged with FCC against con- 
| tinued 


Stations 


Meanwhile, 





nounced 


only” 


spotting of “daytime 
clear channels 


ae : @A\ Alea « ; 
Thursday (20) filed a sec- 


on 


group last 


Vacancy; Nixes 
y; 

Washington, Feb. 25. 

FCC Chairman Charles R. Denny 

he thrown his support behind ap- 

is not too much con- 


cerned about his political affiliation, 
}according to reports here. 


vacancy and 





| The FCC chairman has suggested 


;}Mames of several engineers to the 
White House and is also mored 
on record against nomination of a 
woman to the FCC post during a 


time when FCC is faced with highly 
technical p! in ral new 
fields of 

Some f the 


oblems SEVE 
radio 

names suggested 
Commodore E. M. Webster, director 
of telecommunications for the Na- 
tional Federation of American Ship- 


are 


ping, and former communications 
|chief of the U. S. Coast Guard. 
| Webster, .a political “independent” 


pointment of an engineer to the FCC ' $10,000 


‘and D.C. resident, also served as an | 


| Comme 


| mission 
The | 


FCC assistant chief engineer while 
Denny was a member of the com- 
law department. 

Wallace White (R., Maine), 


of the Senate Interstate 


Sen. 
kh oateron 
Vilgaiiiitgai 


ree Committee, proposed 


is of apap 
honor, the Morris Liebman memorial | opposing overloading of the chan-| Webster for an FCC slot on two 


prizes, the Browder J. Thorapson 


| memorial awards and IRE fellow- 
| ships will be announced. 


| superpower. 


on | earlier 


; ond batch of engineering exhibits 
i|nels until the commission acts 
|the clear-channel boys’ bid for | 


occasions. 
Another candidate 
i borough, head of 


is Paul Golds- 
communications 


Denny Supports Engineer for FCC 


Fe = fae ae a | "e Now 2. 


| for TWA. Goldsborough has the 
backing of aviation interests, but 
would undoubtedly have to take a 
financial loss if he accepted the 
a year FCC commissionere 





| ship. 

| Maj. Gen. Harry C. Ingles, former 
| Army Chief Signal Officer, due for 
retirement March 31, is another ene 


gineer suggested by the FCC chair- 
nan. He has reportedly nixed the 
ffer, preferring instead to hold on to 

healthy Army retirement and 
take up private employment. 

A fourth potential Brig. Gen, 
Frank Stoner, Army Communica- 
tions Chief, also due for retirement 
momentarily. It is known Stoner 
would prefer a job as communicae- 
tions chief with the United Nations 


rather than with FCC. Both Army 
men forfeit their retirement pay if 
they accept other Government eme 
ployment 

Denny is backing a technical man 
rather than a lawyer or politician on 
two grounds. He believes FCC needs 
a second engineer on the bench to 
help Commissioner E, K. Jett, and a 
technical man is less likely to buck 
up against opposition on Capitol Hill, 

This particular FCC vacancy is no 
special plum, since it is only for a 
two-year appointment to fill out 
term begun by James Lawrence Fly. 
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Jaunch his promotion. 


WCAU To Poll Help For 


AFRA Representation 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 

The National Labor Relations 
Board has ordered an election among 
employes of WCAU to determine 
whether they shall be represented by 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists (AFL). 

The order, issued last week, calls 
for a poll within 30 days, and was 
the outgrowth of a hearing last Nov. 
8 when the case was referred to the 
federal agency. It refers to an- 
.nouncers and commentators em- 
Ployed by the station, AFRA already 


| 








has a local at KYW. 





Represented by 


holds that honor. 


. 37,819 box tops 
for a picture of a pest 


Consider the whimsey of Fred Beck. To 
prove the pulling power of his program — 
a 15-minute column of comment, wit and 
information — Fred asked his listeners to 
send him any spare box tops. In return, he 
offered them a picture of his brother-in-law. 
No nylons, no book of recipes — just a pic- 
ture of a pest. Yet in one week Columbia 
Pacific received 37,819 box tops. 


Fred Beck is new to radio, but old to fame. 
In 1934 he met a man with an idea, eighty 
dollars and a borrowed weed patch. Together 
they parlayed these sparse beginnings into 
the fabulous Los Angeles Farmers Market. 
Fred Beck’s contribution was — and is — 
coining words that add up to an eight-mil- 
lion-a-year business . . . a daily column of 
wit and wisdom in the Los Angeles Times. 
To the amazement of the Times, three 
readership surveys proved Beck’s advertise- 
ments had more readers than most of their 
nationally syndicated columns. Today, 
Fred’s market hints are featured on page 
two, the only advertisement or column that 


As Fred Beck’s box top bonanza indicates, 
his words lose none of their magic when 
they take to the air. Right now he’s unspon- 
sored, 8:15-8:30 a.m. Monday through Fri- 
day. Call us, or Radio Sales and we'll get 
Beck to boost your sales on the Pacific Coast. 









Columbia Pacific Network 


i A DIVISION OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Radic Sales, the SPOT Broadcasting Division ef COS: New York, Chicage, Les Angeles, Betreit, Atianta, Sea Frascisce 
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efore the axe fell. 





American Federation of Radio Artists on the Coast has laid down the 
law to disk jockeys on guest shot programs. Union has taken exception to 
performances of musicians and vocalists on the air for free and has in- 
structed offenders to desist. No objection is raised as to the number of 
guests or duration of stay on program so long as jocks stick to straight in- 
Objection rises out of personality being 


terview. 
without pay. 


RARIO 
Inside Stufl—Radio 
One of the major networks has had a turnover among its execs in the 
past three years, that gives appearance of a subway rush. Over 60 de- 
artment and section heads have either been turned to pasture or ducked 
b West coast end of the system outstripped all others, 
there having been close to 30 changes there. New York headquarters 


ran a close second and central division, Chicago, ran last, perhaps for rea- 
sons of less traffic and consequently less headaches and hurdles. 





worked professionally | 


an 





} 






Centinued from page 33 


broadcasting and said a special 
panel on “Radio in the News” is 
planned for the NAB’s 1947 con- 
vention next fall. 

Juve Delinquency Campaign 

The public relations committee 
urged the industry to participate 
actively in campaigns to combat 
juvenile delinquency, This move, it 
was reported, stems from growing 
pressures from schools and parent- 
teachers associations to soft-pedal 
radio crime shows during hours 
when children might be listening. 
(Congressman Walt Horan (R., 


Radio thespians are feeling the ill effects of the recently increased actor Wash.) has a resolution now before 
rates by American Federation of Radio Artists along with the general the House Rules Committee for a 
recession in radio. Economics being normally observed are hard on cast Congressional investigation of these 


numbers what with agencies cutting casts at plot editing time. 


Now | 
] 


programs to see what effects, if any, 


comes hiked wages per actor to further encourage cost-cutting and the they have on juvenile behavior.) 


odd-3.000 AFRA members are viewing leaner days than ever. 





At a time when the downtown sheets in Los Angeles were thinking about 
restoring the radio columns, long missing, NBC's affiliate, KFI, lets go 
with a blast at sensationalism in the dailies’ coverage of recent “Black 
Dahlia” and “Red Lipstick” murders that is certain to widen the rift 
between the two. Expressing its repugnance at the handling of the police 
blotter whodunits, the station issued a statement of policy that must have 
seared the souls of the downtown city eds. 

“The editors of the KFI news department, while mindful of their respon- 


sibility to the public in giving the 


events of importance, feel that certain types of sensational stories have no 


place on a radio broadcast. We refer 


have beset Los Angeles in recent weeks. 

“To cover such stories in detail is unthinkable. Te cover them in even 
a bare, factual manner from day to day can serve no useful purpose. Who 
knows but that such publicity may inspire further crimes from those un- 
fortunate victims of mental unbalance who are already teetering on the 
And such emanations from the loud speaker 
can certainly have no beneficial effect upon the immature minds of children. 

“Therefore, only when the perpetrators of the crimes are brought to 
justice, and good journalism demands it, will the newscasts emanating 
trom the KFI newsroom report the facts of the story. 
will be KFI’s policy in news matter of this nature.” 


edge of unlawful violence? 





WMCA, N. Y., was caught in the middle of an unusual controversy last 
On its “Faith In Action” religious series, the Confraternity 


Sunday (23). 


The scorcher runs like this: 
broadest possible coverage to news 


to the series of hideous crimes which 


Henceforth, that 





of Christians under auspices of the Archdiocese of N. Y. presented a sharp 
satire on prattice of mercy killing. Bouncing right back with a request for 
free time under FCC provisions governing handling of controversial topics 
was the Euthanasia Society of America. - 





The first anthology of radio dramas, buttressed with material of help to 
high schooi teachers running courses in radio writing, will be published 


in May by Houghton-Mifflin. 


Titled “Plays for Radio,” book was edited 


by director Earle McGill plus two New York high school teachers, Abe 
Lass and Donald Axelrod. After each play, production instructions are 
given, taking into consideration the limited equipment of most high school 
studios. Effort will be made by the publishers to get high school teachers 
te use radio plays hereafter instead of one-act plays written for the stage. 
Among 14 plays included are: Norman Corwin’s “My Client Curley”; 
“The Devil and Daniel Webster,” by Stephen Vincent Benet and Charles 
ackson; “The Signal Man,” a Charles Dickens tale adapted for the air by 
harles Taswell, and “Little Johnny Appleseed,” by Bernard C. Schoenfeld. 





Beoston—Jim Britt, WEEI sports- 
caster, awarded citation by the Ac- 
tive Brotherhood Award of the 
Massachusetts Committee of Catho- 
lics, Protestants and Jews for pro- 
moting racial and religious tolerance. 
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Tupman Folds Tele 
- ‘Newsreel'—Too Static 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Tupman Motors, first commercial 
sponsor in Coast television, has dis- 
continued its slide-film newsreel pro- 
gram on Paramount’s KTLA pending 
the outcome of an effort to find a re- 


placement show. J. Walter Thompson 
agency, handling the account, and 
KTLA are experimenting with other 
type programs, but are eager to con- 
tinue with news type show in an- 
other more animated form. 

Thought is being given to setting up 
an independent newsreel service, the 
cost of which could be shared with 
the tele operators in other parts of 
the country. More “action” is also 
sought in commercials via fuller use 








of picture side of medium. 























ON TARGET 


Even when it looks easy, the ball doesn’t 





: drop into the basket by itself. It takes 


P energy, skill and experience to score con- 
sistently . .. which is why so many of Amer- 
ica’s finest radio stations have chosen Weed 
ond Company to represent them. A 


WEED 


AND company 
RADIO STATION 
REPRESENTATIVES 


NAB said it is collecting scripts and 
ideas fer salable programs aimed 
at decreasing juvenile delinquency 
and will ship them to member sta- 
tions on request. 

Committee Chairman Gilmore N. 
Nunn, WLAP, Lexington, Ky., out- 
lined this seven-point program to 
hypo radio’s popularity: 

(1) More participation in com- 
munity affairs and community 
leadership. 

(2) Recognition of importance of 
regulating sales. 

(3) Development of better under- 
standing between radio and printed 
media. 

(4) Maintaining high program 
standards despite competition. 

(5) Keeping close contact with 
local, state and federal reps to de- 
liver better public service shows. 
(6) Combating local discrimina- 


| tion against radio, 


(7) Proper use of material fur- 
nished by NAB and industry groups 
to improve local programming. 
Other committee actions favored 
formulation of a stiff new code for 
broadcasters, more work to put radio 
newsmen on parity footing with the 
press, distribution of bibliographies 
on radio to schools and improvement 
of employer-employee relations gen- 
erally. 

Members in attendance were: Gil- 
more Nunn, WLAP, Kentucky; 
George Crandall, CBS; Jamés Le- 
Gate, WIOD, Miami; Carl Haverlin, 
Mutual; Craig Lawrence, WCOP, 
Boston; Merrill Lindsay, Decatur, 11; 
Richard Mason, WPTF, Raleigh; 


Harold Wheelehan, WSMB, New Or- 
leans, 
NBC. 


and Frank “Scoop” Russell, 





GE-NBC 


Continued from page 37 


in other parts of the United States 
will be established ih the near fu- 
ture, and the creation of a coast-to- 
coast television network is only a 
few years away.” 

Trammell described WGY’'s 
“younger brother in television”— 
WRGB—as one “which has been 
pioneering in the broadcasting of 
sight-and-sound, just as WGY did 
in sound ‘alone.” He pointed out that 
WNBT has been “on the air with a 
regular schedule of television pro- 
grams for the public since 1939.” 

What will the next 25 years hold 
for radio and television? Trammell 
responded, “None of us can proph- 
esy what they will bring forth in 
this rapidly moving industry. Now 
that scientists have bounced radar 
signals off the moon, perhaps we can 
look forward to an interplanetary 
network of some kind. If that comes 
to pass, I am confident that WGY 
and NBC will continue their pion- 
eering partnership, along with the 
affiliated-stations on the planets.” 


Tele’s Red Ink 


Continued from page 37 


T-Day (“T” for television) 
paigns in Los Angeles today (Wed- 
nesday) and tomorrow. 
the pattern worked out when the 
company introduced its tele sets in 
Detroit, Washington and St. Louis, 
RCA will ship several carloads of 
sets to L. A., ballyhooing the initial 
sales with large-scale advertising and 
publicity revolving around the in- 
stallation of sample sets in dealers’ 
stores. 

RCA is spending the money de- 
spite the fact that NBC television, 
its broadcasing affiliate, operated en- 
tirely in the red during 1946. 
Amount of the loss has not been 
revealed but, wth very little coming 
in from sponsors, it’s believed the 
debit figure runs well over $1,000,- 
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cam- | 


Following | 


RCA will take full-page ads 
L.A. dailies for its video sets, 
the same as it’s been doing in other 
key cities where the sets 
ready been introduced. 


DuMont, which has also spot- 
lighted its receiver sets to big pub- 
lic interest, is expected to follow the 
same pattern. WABD, DuMont’s 
N. Y. video outlet, has also operated 
in the red for the last year. Now off 
the air while its new transmitter is 
being built, the station is not ex- 
pected to resume broadcasting until 
April 1 even though the transmitter 
may be ready before then. Money 
thus saved in broadcasting will be 
invested into advertising and pub- 
licity. Other broadcasters, retrench- 
ing on programming, are expected to 
follow the same pattern. 


Thesp Sounds off | 
Continued from page 37 


matter of sweat,” he declared, “and 
any actor who is competent can 
learn any medium if he works in 
it long enough.” Despite the lack of 
a visible audience to whom he can 
play, Mayehoff expressed a pref- 
erence for tele over other mediums. 


One of the most pressing problems 
currently confronting tele talent, 
according to Mayehoff, is that actors 
have no way of checking their per- 
formances, and so must work almost 
blindly. Radio thesps, he pointed 
out, can always check with a play- 
back transcription, film actors can 
view rushes, and legit actors can go 
by audience reaction and critics’ 
suggestions for improvements. Tele 
actors, doing a one-shot before a 
non-visible audience, have only 
suggestions of their directors to go 
by, which most consider inadequate. 
DuMont is presently working on a 
camera for a talent checkback that 
will film images off the face of a 
receiving tube, but the camera is 
not perfected yet. 

Actor declared he hoped to keep 
the “Fenimore Mayehoff” character 
he created on “Hour Glass” for the 
duration of the show on the air, 
claiming it was a satirical but none- 
theless true picture of the white- 
collar worker—the actual “forgotten 
man.” Show today rates as prob- 
ably the only one in tele which has 
a standard character and _ story 
theme, making it resemble a radio 
comedy show. 


Brown East for NABET 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

James Brown, Coast v-p of Na- 
tional Association: of Broadcast En- 
gineers and Technicians, left here 
yesterday (Monday) for New York 
to join in negotiations with NBC and 
ABC on March 4. 

He goes to San Francisco first to 
pick up northern confrere, J. R. 
McDonnell then hops to Salt Lake 
City for confabs with NABET mem- 
bers there before training east. 

















Flock of WHO Shifts 


Des Moines, Feb. 25. 

Harold Fulton has been named 
general manager of WHO. He suc- 
ceeds Hale Bondurant, who was 
sales manager for the station for 15 
years. Bondurant has not announced 
his plans for the future. 

WHO also announces appointment 
of Robert H. Harter as regional sales 
manager and Maurice McMurray as 
| sales promotion and local sales man- 
ager. Miss Lela Hayes has been 
named traffic manager. 


WBT, Charlotte, FM er a 
Opened With Fanfare 


Raleigh, Feb, 25. 

Governors R. Gregg Cherry of 
North Carolina and J. Strom Thur. 
mond of South Carolina took 
in the formal opening and dedione 
tion of WBTT’s FM operation, Feb 
15. Charles H. Crutchfield, manager 
of the station and vice president of 


Jefferson Standard Broadcasting 
System, was in charge at the occa. 
sion. 

Mayor Herbert H. Baxter and 


other civic leaders of Charlotte pare 
ticipated. The FM operation began 
with 1,757 watts for radiated power 
but this will be a temporary sched. 
ule, according to the station man- 
ager. By November, when the 
permanent operation is expected to 
begin, the radiated power will be 
increased 162,000 watts with 102.5 
megacycles. FM broadcasts for the 
present have been arranged from 


10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 2 to 
5 p.m. 


| McCrary 


bitious set up for television, and in- 
volved the servicing of several other 
media. Idea, which was broached to 
top newsmen, was to have a dozen 
correspondents working various in- 
ternational beats plus one in Wash- 
ington, all submitting copy to a cen- 
tral bureau which would service a 
limited number of newspaper sub- 
scribers, each exclusive in its own 
area. Magazine feature stuff would 
be included. According to McCrary, 
many of the country’s top corre- 
spondents were willing to accept at 
greatly reduced pay largely because 
of the freedom of action afforded by 
the job. 

With the accumulation of sufficient 
funds, the bureau would then assign 
a camera crew of ex-combat photog- 
raphers to each newsman, filming 
events on the spot as they happened 
and airmailing the negatives to New 
York for processing into a daily 
television news show, with material 
from all over the world. Stumbling 
block in the original plan was the 
fact that its basic support, until such 
time as television went on enough of 
a paying basis to support such a 
setup, was to come from distribution 
of a monthly series of short subjects, 
such as travelogs, but with a news 
pitch and a news timeliness, each 
with Miss Falkenburg featured as 
protagonist. Majors all turned down 
proposed distribution since short 
subject demand in the theatres is 
hot enough to make it feasible. 
———EEEEEEEEeey 






































































“The way those men can take it you’d think 
Wheaties were already invented!”’ 
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J CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 


Des Moines — Stella Barker has 
joined staff of KCBC, expected to 
start operation in Des Moines about 
March 15, She will have charge of 
women’s programs. 





Savannah—George P. Cooper, Jr., 
formerly of Fenner & Beane, N. Y., 
has joined the staff of WSAV, 
Savannah, as agcount exec, 





Boston—Harold E. Fellows, gen- 
eral manager of WEE], and Director 
of CBS Operations in New England, 
and Mrs. Fellows, have left for two- 
week vacation in Bermuda. 





Worcester—Edward E. Hill, exec 


veepee of WTAG, has returned to| 


his duties after a month’s absence 
which he spent in Cuba and Florida. 
On his route home, he received 
minor injuries when seven cars of 
his train were derailed at Maxville, 
Fla. 





Raleigh—Richard A. Dunlea had 
announced that WMFD at Wilming- 
ton would spend approximately 
$80,000 for the installation of a new 
transmitter and directional antenna 





| 
} 


' 
j 
| 





| 


system as soon as the FCC grants | 


the change in kilocycle for which 


the Wilmington station has applied. | 





Pittsburgh — After nearly three 


— 














The Surveys 
Prove It.... 


Mail Counts 
Prove It.... 


74 Advertis- 
ers Prove lt 


Because... 


WAAT DELIVERS 
MORE LISTENERS 
PER $ IN NORTH 
JERSEY—AMERICA’S 4th 
LARGEST MARKET* 
THAN ANY OTHER 
STATION ... INCLUDING 
ALL 50,000 WATTERS. 
(EVEN BEFORE CON: 
SIDERING THE BONUS 





AUDIENCE IN THE 5 





BOROUGHS OF NEW 
YORK CITY.) 


"Do you realize this market contains 
over 312 million people; more than 
these 14 cities combined: Kanses City, 
Indionopolis, Rochester, Denver, At- 
lonto, Toledo, Omaha, Syrocuse, Rich. 
mond, Hartford, Des Moines, Spokane, 
Fort Wayne, Dolles. 


KAT 











NEWARK-NEW JERSEY 
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; commentators who were given the 
| Brotherhood of Children Award of 











years jockeying WWSW’s all-night 
record show, th. 1500 Club, Phil 
Zinkand has been shifted to a day 
announcing turn at station and Bill 
Martin is taking over the disk pro- 
gram. He'll do it alone, Jan Andre, 
Zinkand’s co-jockey, having been 
transferred to the daylight spieling 
staff, too.” Don Rutledge, frem 


WWVA in Wheeling, W. Va., and | 


formerly with WCAE here, and 
Chuck Garratt, a newcomer to radio. 
have been added to the announcing 
staff at WEDO in McKeesport. 


St. Louis—Rush Huges of KXOX 
is one of several w.k. dics jockeys 
who has been invited to discuss 
styles of delivery, selections of rec- 
ords and handling of commercials 
at the annual radio conference to be 
held at the Univ. of Oklahoma, Feb. 
27-March 2. 





St. Louis—George M. Clare, for- 
merly staff producer at KMOX has 
returned to the station as produc- | 
tion manager. Clare, who has been 
with CBS for 13 years, was also a 


}member of the production dept. at 


WBBM. 


Kansas City—Anne Hayes, director 
of women’s activities for KCMO, 
was one of 14 radio and newspaper 


the Foster Parents plan for war 
children. Presentation of the award 
was made by Miss Phylis Dacey, 
president of the Altrusa Guild, on 
Miss Hayes’ program, “Today's 
Woman,” Feb. 20. Nine radio com- 
mentators and five newspaper 
columnists received the nod for 
their interest in the plight of Euro- 
pean children. 








‘Neither Snow, Rain,’ Etc., 
Exemplified in Canada 


Regina, Sask., Feb. 25. 
Snowbound for a week and with 
their food supplies running low, 





mitter engineers for CKRM and 
CKCK, Regina, were aided by a 
snowmobile, arranged for by CKCK 
with army co-operation. The trans- 
mitters are about 12 miles from 
Regina. 


worst blizzard in 50 years—lasting 
Several days—tapered off. News- 
papers commended CKRM, CKCK 
CHAB, Moose Jaw, for their public 
,; service features during the storm. 
Public. was kept informed at all 
hours on schools and business places 
shut down, food and fuel scarcities 
and other matters of importance 





FMA Asks FCC To Change 
| Assignments Due to Some 
Big City Interference 


Washington, Feb. 25. 

As the result of a deficiency in 
several thousand of the 180,000 FM 
receivers turned out in 1946, the FCC 
will be urged tomorrow (26) to re- 
allocate FM assginments in the big 
cities to cut down mutual interfer- 
ence from adjacent stations. The 
recommendation will be made by 
the liaison committee of the newly- 


| formed FM Assn. at its first meet- 


ing with FCC members, 

Latest headache to pioneer FM 
broadcasters developed when it was 
discovered that stations in the FM- 


drifting in on each others’ signals. 
Reason was lack of selectivity in 
some of the post-war FM models 
sold the public. 

FMA President Roy Hofheinz will 
suggest that FCC assign stations two 
channels apart, rather than on alter- 





St. Louis—Two new sponsors have | 
been snared by KMOX for its Sun- | 
day sked. Royal Bedding Co., of St. | 
Louis, is bankrolling a transcribed | 
program, “Love Letters with Frank- 
lyn McCormick” for 13 weeks. A<lied 
Florists Assn. of St. Louis has con- | 
tracted for a 15 mins. musical show | 





Cleveland— Elmer Krause, for- 
merly assistant treasurer of WGAR, 
named to treasurer’s post following 
stockholders’ meeting. P. M. Thomas, 
former secretary-treasurer, retained 
in position, according to announce- 
ment by G. A. Richards, president 
WJR, WGAR, and KMPI. 





Cincinnati — Transferring from a 
10-year stretch in the Procter & 
Gamble radio media department, 
Robert H. Boulware becomes na- 
tional sales manager of WSAI, 
Marshal Field station and local ABC 
outlet, March 1. Post is a new one 
and will have Boulware on the move 
out of Cincy. 





Burlington, N. C—WFNS, Burl- 
ington, went on the air with its first 
regular program at 2 p.m. Sunday 
(23). General manager of station is 
E. C. Qualls. 





Tyler, Tex.—East Texas’ first FM | 
station has taken to the air here on 
a frequency of 103.9 megacycles on 
FM channel 280. Station call letters 
are KGKB-FM and is operated by 
Dr. James Ulmer. 





Detroit—Bud Shaver, 47, publicity 
director of WWJ, and former sports 
editor of the Detroit Times died in 
Harper Hospital late Friday night 
(21). Shaver was stricken with a 
heart ailment. 


Detroit News Uses Rival 
Outlet for Comics Show 


Detroit, Feb. 25. 


The Sunday Detroit News comic 
strips will take to the air starting 
Sunday (2) over CKLW rather than 
its own outlet, WWJ. 

Two factors influenced the News to 
try the comics on CKLW, Detroit 
mutual affiliate. First, the idea was 
created and fostered by Dick Jones, 
CKLW sales head, who presented it 
to the News. Secondly, Myrtle Lab- 
bit, present home economics editor of 
CKLW is a former household and 
society reporter of the News. She is 
w.k. for her quick wit and clever 
dialog. 

It’s a mutual promotion deal with 
CKLW and the News exchanging 








plugs. 


“Bouquet of Melodies” for 13 weeks. | believe 


nate channels as is now the case. If 
FCC believes the greater channel 
separation is necessary, it may mean 
less FM channels will be available 
in the big markets like New York, 
Boston and Providence where de- 
mand already outruns supply. Some 
FCC’ers were reported, however, to 
the situation could be 
without reassignment of 
| channels at this time. 

| FM broadcasters who will meet 
with FCC tomorrow include: Roy 
Hofheinz, FM Assn. prez; Everett 
Dillard, KOZY, Kansas City, and 
WASH, Washington, D. C.; Gordon 
Gray, WMIT, Winston-Salem; C. M. 
Jansky, Jr.; and Leonard H. Marks, 
FMA general counsel, and _ Bill 
Bailey, executive director of FMA. 


| handled 








Television Reviews | 
Contigued from page 3 ee 


which had Bob Edge and expert 
Mrs. S. Hoyt discussing various 
breeds. Each type of dog being 
shown was brought before the 
belowdecks camera and its charac- 
teristics pointed out by Mrs. Hoyt. 
Edge’s choice of himself to handle 
the show was unfortunate. Some- 
how he can't avoid being unpleas- 
antly mpous and he’s not a par- 
ticularly good subject for the cam- 
eras. Write this one off as ex- 
perience. Tomm. 


Tele Followup 


Dramatic picture of ex-lightweight 
champ Beau Jack writhing in pain 
as he was carried through the ropes 
and back to his dressing room on a 
stretcher was effectively caught by 
NBC television cameramen last Fri- 
day (21) night. Jack’s kneecap, re- 
cently operated on, went game on 
him in the fourth round of his fea- 
ture bout with —~ Janiro at Madi- 
son Sq. Garden, N. Y. Fighter’s “last 
mile” trek up the aisles, with close- 
up lenses showing the tears stream- 
ing from his eyes, was probably the 
most tense sports pickup yet re- 
corded by a tele camera and figured 
as a feather in the cap of NBC pro- 
ducer Burke Crotty and his camera- 
men. 

For an added fillip, the camera 
eyes also caught a group of bookies 
vociferously complaining to referee 
Eddie Josephs for having stopped 
the fight when Jack made it evident 
he wanted to continue. Entire show 
would have been tops with some bet- 
ter commercials from Gillette. 
Maxon agency, which handles the 
razor firm's account, is using the 
same set of innocuous slides that it 
used for the Joe Louis-Billy Conn 
fight almost a year a o—and they 
were just as bad then. ith Gillette 
reportedly laying out $100,000 for a 
year’s bankrolling of fight telecasts 
‘on NBC, impression is that firm 
| should invest a fraction more and 
get some acceptable motion picture 
commercials, 


























Len Cozine and Ian Johnston, trans- | 


Trip was made as Saskatchewan's | 


congested New England area were | 





Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

From here on in, Hollywood, 
either union and management-wise, 
| will be an armed camp, it appears. 
|Formation of the Council of Radio 
Arts and Crafts, unions’ front, was 


completed Feb. 20 when reps of | 


seven participating unions accepted 
the constitution and started outlining 
a program, including national ex- 
pansion 


And almost simultaneously, 
agement 


and 


had decided 
prepared—front. Just previous 
CRAC cementing, indie station 
managers, shepherded by Bob Reyn- 
olds, prexy of Southern California 
Broadcasters Assn. and v.p.-g.m. of 
KMPC, met with attorney Deane 


on 


a united— | 





' 


Va- | 
RIETY learned exclusively that man- | 


Hollywood Stations Unite To Offset 
Union's Get-Together on Problems 


agreements between management 
and unions. 
The indie broadcasters will not 


specifically detail their plans. Howe 
ever, it’s been admitted that the 
group is exploring the field of man- 
agement-union relations with an eye 


to preparing a_ solid front with 
i|which to meet all demands. The 
broadcasters will not as in the past 
await union demands before ready- 
|ing replies. They will take a lesson 
from James C. Petrillo, who always 
comes prepared with facts and fig- 
ures. Managements will bulwark 
| themselves with predetermined esti- 
nates of union demands and have 
counters ready. They plan not to be 
nailed individually nor be ill-pre- 


pared 


Formation of CRAC was one de- 


j termining factor. But more impor- 


Johnson to set up machinery to deal | 


{permanently with labor. 


CRAC will immediately contact 
groups in New York, Chicago and 
{San Francisco on feelers of affilia- 
tion and the adoption of a general 
tag for al! instead of different names 


now employed. Next step will be to 
ask that a convention be called in 
Chicago around mid-March. Local 


j three-point program calls for all to 
| work together on economic, cultural 
land legislative matters affecting one 
'or all, to exchange information and 
|experience, to extend mutual as- 
sistance “when appropriate,” and to 
|exchange all contracts with manage- 
ment via a central filing system for 
;Study of various relationships and 





tant was certain knowledge that 
stations are soon to be tapped again, 
starting with IBEW in April, AFRA 
in September and possibly the AFM. 


Elson Pacted To Disker 
Chicago, Feb. 25 
sportscaster, has been 
three-year contract with 





Bob Elson, 
inked to a 


| the Criterion Radio Features, electri- 


cal 


transcriptions syndicator, while 


\the Tom Harmon sports series has 
been dropped by the outfit. 

Other show handled by Criterion 
is Howard Hoffman as “The Deacon,” 
who has been on WGN for five years, 
and now doing five programs weekly 
for the platter company. 
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Station's Mysterious Closing Stresses 
Argentine Radio's Present Insecurity 


Montevideo, Feb. 10. 


”* 





True, the ‘free interview practice 
was in need of some straightening. 
In trying to untwist its garbled pat- 
tern, it seems the boys have taken a 
course that'll ditch them all the 
more on the road to bigger returns 
at the boxoffice. And that’s where I 
imagine everybody is headed for 
these days of sluggish economics and 
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Ratings 
Continued from page 31 


for radio and the Hooper audience 
measurement techniques, asserting, 
in effect, no other media can give 


Texas Stations Combine 
In Complex Setup; Pose 
Problems in Operations 


Dallas, Feb, - 25, 





° t ’ such trip-hammered, frequent| A new alignment for WFAA here Can 
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: delegate, in his capacity me a clusive statement from Hudson, who | forget him. wasn’t involved. Later Nielsen indi-|Ceive one-half interest of KGKO i 19 

' of the Argentine Assn, of Broadcast-| Gueried them. They are also soft- American buyers are on theif Way | cateqd that it was unintentional, | which will be dissolved, U { mee 
{ ers. pedaling their replies to presS|home now. They liked everything since Hooper is known to make new sctup, WFAA will i nder the 4 colle 
* No official explanation has been queries now that snowballing has except prices and will not bring proper adjustments half time on its 820 Kil berate one- i them: 

: given for the closing of Dr. Guyot’s |started. They disclaim now any con-| back so much as they wanted. But After claiming ‘that his rating | 50,000 watts and gmc m5. with ; done 
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there is no political implication in-|jng. That was not the story 10 days | house will be shown in America this | ,, sponsor identification audience | 5,000 watts. The same oi oo with ballr 
volved, as Dr. Guyot has not taken | ago, spring: Molyneux, Balenciaga, composition (including on analysis | WBAP, which will snerel apply to mane 
E ay prea _— - — But situation has led to disagree- | Piguet, Lavin, Fath, and a epee ve of audience occupation) and station | frequency not being te ene night 
4) Radio Aconquija was affiliated to| ment between northerners, those Dior—such models as “Qua re coverage, Hooper revealed that he | SPecified hours by WFAA. g its m 
i the Radio Belgrano network, and, in| who sat and yessed the educators, | Vents’, Hydepark” and “Songe had worked out an “acceptable” na-| KGKO is now joint! to 2) 
s é fact, Dr. Guyot was on the point of | and the lowland lads, Likelihood of | from Dior; “Pavane” from Fath; hr. | 0a) vating plan, which he claimed | the Dallas News anthe Pane My yew 
tt gelling his outlet outright to the|, statewide industry group fades|6 and 24 from Molyneux; “Der-| os’ o 00 the number of homes |Star-Telegram which not ot Ru 
eH Radio Belgrano proprietor, Senor} since the north has adopted the at- viche” from Piquet, etc. were picked actually listening to a full transcon- | spectively WFAA and wean = stew 

t a Jaime Yankelevich, for 1,000,000 titude of inevitability. They feel _ ; f fashion - show will tinental network show. Hooper call letters KGKO will be eliminated restr 
‘in a Closing of = gain wen that such a net is certain eventually ieakent Thack mw ‘kn ‘Asmachen pub- | Preemed the “projectable ratings”|and the KGKO Broadcasting Co = 
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ee See i Hudson admits that he isn’t sure Continued from page 6 homes have no telephones. More | dissolution of. KGKO. "Ta on ane 

Heads of other stations are worried | 4¢ the FCC's right to intervene. But valuable, Nielsen said, was an ac- 

















over this affair as Dr. Guyot has 
been unable to get any satisfaction 
from government authorities as to 
the reason for the move, or for con- 
fiscation of his property. Conse- 
quently they feel that at any moment 
they may be put in a similar position 
—a prospect which is frightening, to 
say the least. 


While some political factions are 
agitating for mixed state-private 
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net as a smoke screen. 


he’s very positive about the FCC’s 
regard for education on the air. The 
FCC will do all it can to encourage 
such a broadcasting system,” he told 


The FCC impression is that broad- 
casters are using the bugaboo of 
eventual political absorption of the 
Disguised is 
the real fear that programs sans 





exhib in a competitive situation, con- 
vious,” Weitman declared. “Conse- 
quently, we’re convinced that the 
public is price-conscious and that a 
reduction is the answer to retrieving 
lost daytime customers.” 

15% B.O. Dip 
Par’s take and that of other Times 
Sq. showcases has tapered by 15% 
in the past six months with the chief 
slack during weekday matinees, ac- 


curate computation of the actual 
size of the audience, taking into con- 
sideration different variables in 
measurement. 

Instead of aiming for a show’s 
popularity rating, he declared, radio 
time buyers must ascertain who 
could have heard the show if a net 
gave it full coverage. Hooperating 
on the H. V. Kaltenborn show, for 


ruled that the relations between the 
two newspapers through the stations 
does not violate the multiple wwner. 
ship rule, despite the fact of exten. 
sive cooperation or common control 
which was found in the various 
phases of operations of WBAP- 
WFAA in programming and opera- 
tion. 

WFAA and WBAP are NBC web 
affiliates and members of the Texas 











off end of day. Either way it’s sad, 
ineffective spending. 

Not that it matters to the AMPP. 
It has made its decision. But, the 
sweeping over-allness of it will 
prove costly to its members’ releases. 


1] heard by most... 
1}, Preferred by most 


i in the BUYING Ark-La-Tex 


Write for Availabilities 


tewn and didn’t want to turn back— 
so they paid through the nose,” one 
topper declared. “In the neighbor- 
hoods, we've kept the admission 
levels within bounds, realizing it’s 
a mass business which must have 
low prices. Consequently, the prob- 
lem’s not our baby.” 

Elaborating on the decision which, 
incidentally, was made on Weit- 
mans own responsibility without 
preliminary approval by Paramount 
toppers, Weitman said: “The buck 
doesn’t add up for the present ad- 
mission price because the days of 
easy money are over. The tremen- 
dous afternoon play which we used 
to get from the kids, women shop- 
pers, soldiers and salesmen is gone 
and this move is an attempt to re- 
capture that market.” 

“We've learned that the price is 
a little too stiff for the fans,” Weit-|Cussion the choice of radio homes 
man continued. “We're convinced |45 compared with actual persons 
that this will rebuild the conscious- | listening to network shows as ulti- 
ness of the bread-and-butter trade,| mate figures to be used in each 
and that we'll be ahead in dollars | study, as well as the comparative 
and cents at the end of the year. | proportion of costs to be carried by 
What's more it’s reasonable to as-| the nets and the advertisers. Ques- 
sume other Broadway houses will | tion of which season in the year to 


Mgt.. LOU CLAYTON 
UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Friday—CBS—9:30 p.m., 

M-G-M—“This Time for 
“It Happened 


Pe ; : . commerciads will be more accept-| cording to Weitman. “We clock all| example, is off 188%, since he’s car- | Quality Network while KGKO is an 
une capital operation of commercial sta-| able to Joe Public who, incidently,| other houses,” he said, “and our| Tried on so few stations and 9.8% of | ABC affiliate and key station of the 
a. tions, it is believed that the Army | may also listen in. checks show us that in some of the| those who can hear him tune in.| Lone Star Chain, which poses an- 
re Command, with its eye on defense, straight film theatres as little as 100| That, according to Nielsen, should | other problem for regional web op- f 
f t He sag = ymin: go Ry > rth rng pee people are seated by one o’clock. acing wationbere's orwe Hooper | erations. wh 
i - at d Stage show houses at that hour have | far above his: present 9.9. las 
if , oe Legh we yPawen: Recta othrn end Wanna Guester? had 500-700 patrons which is a} | oo also my naps Nielsen ht Mi . Pr cat 
if r , retty ugly figure. Moreover, it’s| to determine the quality of a show lic 
2 which could prove of such tremen- Continued from page 2 eh . ait . tent that must play to|by considering what type of homes artin eem To Get Gala wt 
ie 2 dous importance in event of a war. | ,ancially no one is the gainer, not empty seats.” the commercial reaches; to select T G ta Se d ff be 
al q even the sponsor who may have| Par’s price slash, consequently, is | shows to hit those homes where the op uestar ndo va 
ei forked over . ye agp gee a almost entirely a matinee one. Ef- tg is presently not bought and Chicago, Feb. 25. ba 
, On the other side o e kilo-| fective today (26), opening price is| to determine at what point in the : it 
f Blues & Grays movie picture this stands out in bold | 55c, Sadadan Weeveue Friday; 1 to 6| show to spot commercials for best Steg many ead sped — 
qi Continued from page 32 relief: The Hooper Goliaths with|p. m. is 90c; and 6 to closing, $1.20.| results because of audience turn-| over CBS scheduled to preem March Ce 
‘he : no tained their listening audiences of 15,000,-| Previous opening tag was 70c; 11 to/| over. True ratings, which he claimed | 39, sponsor is leading off with top A 
ee promised cooperation by the broad- | 999 and up, are crushed. For all the | 12, 85c; 12 to 5, 95c; and 5 to closing,| he could determine, therefore will | talent guest stars, First guester is de 
| et casters—but the boys down here | clever, costly spot buying of the ad | $1.30. Saturday's level will start at| not in themselves help enhance the | Bob Hope with Burns and Allen and Ww 
c ; reway know anything about them ap- | agencies they can’t horn in on these |70c, holding until noon when it will | investment value of the program but Eddie Cantor to follow. Show is ir 
ples! And the sont mnagey pep in Ps melon-time stanzas either with spots,|be upped to 95c; 1 to 5, $1.25; | will diagnose a show's shortcomings pacted for 26 weeks with options. Cc 
the other hand, say they now . # | chain or station breaks. Pic plugs in | and 5 to closing, $1.50, Previously it | and reveal how these shortcomings Chez P. Y - 
ee | growing opposition to their plans, | these preferred-time furrows yield a|had been scaled from 95c opener to| can be overcome. ez Paree here and Copa, N. Y,, 1 
He which they thought accepted at @/rich harvest. Though often, it’s a|$1.50 top. Sunday remains unchanged| Hooper, on the other hand, have changed their shows for the 
eat mere pinch of straight selling copy, |except for $1.25 opener instead of | claimed radio alone, outside of di- | 9p "1; si user Will close at Chez, a 4 
raft nevertheless it’s the nature of air | $1.30. rect mail, can produce a “genuine |” ™!@¢ days early and open Marc ne 
he time beyond the purchase power of No Nationwide Repercussions measure” of advertising effective two at Copa, playing until March 20. , 
Be the agencies for wildcat movie buy-| While Par’s action will more than | ness via the Hooper todintenen. dank First show will probably originate in - 
4 i buys, the free interview is a small par Sm the gilded om “v t be aes Se ey, may. See. Ee ; 
‘te fraction ef that spending which, at lieve ‘th ‘ian will. hi : pone rel venere to 8 program compares their . 
4 ‘| ; best, never punches through for top- wide boc Cited was the use of the sponsoring product with 
‘nad: flight listening time. The spot buys,|fact that big chains had been cir- | ‘°8t of @ cross-section.” 
im i especially on the better stations, are |cumspect about pushing up prices 
# either away down on the program | during the war period when Broad- , 
oh #4 schedule or away up towards sign-| way ran wild. “People went down- : 





mn Continued from page 31 





which subscribers reportedly already 
pay for 1,228,230 calls per study. 
Taking into consideration the rec- 
ognized limitations of a home phone 
poll, Hooper also plans to use Broad- 
cast Measurement Bureau figures on |. 
radio homes for both sample distri- 
bution control and projection. It will 
also use U. S. Census information 
on distribution of radio homes as to 
city, town and county and the oc- 
cupational and industrial allocation 
of the sample. Plan wil? also take 
into consideration, Hooper said, the 
factor of statistical variation by 
making the sample size behind each 
large enough to project the rating 
without too much variation. 
Hooper left open to further dis- 
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z ; &-s qj ¢ follow our-lead.” conduct the tests was also left open, ——————————————— 
Le & i ae > eg made —— Par exec | with Hooper claiming that two, or NGE 
said, by maintaining the $1.50 top| at best three-times-a-year frequen 
iF t ig for evenings and weekends. Costs on | of tests would “represent practionl APARTMENT ExcH® me 
‘q both stage and shows and pictures | satisfaction of industry needs.” In- || Apartment in Hollywoot: 0), tur- 
i i K fon od R E Y ot a @ | ar =, yrs —_, he added, so gen-| dividual participants would rely miched *Sudiocliving. room, sitchen 
. i eral slashes on those prices are not fully upon _ the industry-under- dinette, dressing room, wat .yehange 
5 | | a | 0 0 A y. | T TS ne rosy or — Watton written sampling already: verformed Agen MW. Hy apartment 1-4 Call 
; c-. ii Rha he prices wi sliced too, Weitman | by Hooper, thus lowering the costs || im Manhattan, New York only: 


concluded, 











to each, El dorado 56-0583. 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 
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CPRS Asks 1-Niting US. Bands Pay 


Music Fees in Place of Ballrooms 


Canadian Performing Rights So-+ 














Meyer Davis Plans Public 
Dance Spot in D.C. Hotel 


Meyer Davis, society bandleader, 
has leased the ballroom in the Wash- 
ington hotel, old family hostelry in 
Washington, D. C., and will start a 
policy of public dancing in the room 




















Indiana Anti-ASCAP Bill Makes 
Film Producers and Distributors 





re 
; March 15, using his own and : = 
ler ciety, Dominion counterpart of the | ‘ ’ ane name | 
2 U. 8 American Society of Com-| Suit Asks 15G of Chermot 2is,_ Season. will run into warm able for Infringement haps 
> : A mising, on into 
posers Authors an blishers and | 
h, Broadcast Music, Inc., and affiliated B. for Bottle-Broken Nose Hall d | + Indianapolis, Feb. 25 
7 oS ee oe hes aise and dsibuore woul 
e bandbooke ches- imple, 21, ‘| from 9:30 to 12:30 am. Davis had a | aul Lavalle Establishes ve socked with full liability in case 
ch tras out of New York and Chicago brought suit for $15,000 damages | Swanee ballroom in the oh ‘ital or 1.500 Musi hol hip 2" exhibitor is charged with damages 
ier Canadian Keri grea adh-agred | #8ainst the Chermot ballroom, claim- | public dancing years th 4 at the | $ 900 Music Scholars IP tor copyright infringement, under 
ie all U. S. bands going into Canada to | ing she was hit in the face on New Same time that he had a couple Paul Lavalle, NBC maestro, has set | terms of an amendment added in In- 
pear the cost of music-performance | oy ; ss - ne Si se wee . up a $1,500 annual scholorship for | djana’s ; -ASCAP bill in the US 
) ia | Year’s eve by a bottle. She charged | Niteries there, Le Paradis and Club , dianas antl-ASCAP bill in the House 
, fees on a nightly basis instead of | the thrown ‘bottle “ane tn : Chanticleer . music students, to be administered | of Representatives Friday (21). An- 
le collecting from ballroom owners! petition says that und ; ins a | by the National Federation of Music | other amendment to the bill, which 
a. themselves on an annual basis, as is | ane er chy. ordi- | |Clubs. First award will be made in | passed second readi i US 
nance, ballroom operators ar her k d second reading in the house 
h done in the U. S. by ASCAP. | sponsible for barring li thst co e Spring of this year, and payment after riding through the senate by a 
: ry ar > Made ir ree $5 seg nts ‘ : 
° Seemingly instigated by Canadian | disorderly persons. : = ton { nl ‘ie a be made in three $500 segments, | vote of 38 to 0, exempts all radio sta- 
h ballroom owners, the CPRS rule de- | Cc ; . with an equivalent scholarship every |tions from its provisions. Elimina- 
0 sands that U. S. bands pay $15 a| hermot, largest in the city and year. Award is open to any piano, tion of radio opposition to the bik 
e = Pat - : “| owned by Tom Archer of Des }voice or violin student removes one obstacle to its eventual 
night for the privilege of performing | : mn ee : seal hago ‘ ; Sw oe 
ry c ic in hall ith iti | Moines, forbids sale of liquor on the | | lLavalle’s reason for setting up the passage 
its music in nals with Capacities UP | premises. It even confiscates scholarship fund was gratitude for Associate atr « a 
to 2,500 people, and $25 per in ball- | > any | p g Associated Theatre Owners of In 
y ° aod pa = hold Roomy | liquor scouts may find is being the break he got when he won the. diana, who had been only interested 
h Rule has put bookers in a bit of a | brought in. A close watch against} Duke Ellington's orchestra prob- | “alter Damrosch scholarship when by-standers while the measure was 
“ Pas Thee tee am that tobdine | booze is maintained every hour the ably will be the first name orchestra still a student. sponsored by tavern keepers. dance 
“ iw... ee “ | ballroom is in operation. | to go into the Compoamor theatre. - | hall and amusement park operators, 
restrictions, coin exchange, taxes, ; ; oe ie lag . ES ; 
d er - me | Havana, which is bidding for U. S. i now have come out in favor of it 
>, an oo many o er bot ersome | : ’ talént among the various U. S. tal- Shrine Aud L.A Not |}since it make producers and dis- 
-camag ase Bea Rmgrcage — | Si nature Disks St k ent agencies. Ellington, if the dea ? 9 |tributors “jointly and _ severally” 
duce bandleaders to go into Canada. g oc wed se 2 ° liable for as : 
f : ‘ is set—and there’s no reason to as- kK ¢ K d iable for a sum equal to the amount 
The new CPRS rule, which will P R ls sume it won't be—will play the cen on roovy l of damages suffered by an exhibitor 
, further shave profits, will just about | rospectus évea | house for 10 days opening March 22 as the result of unlicensed perform- 
- be the means to erect a strong bar- | . at $10,000 weekly, plus transporta- | Patrons of Jazz Bash ances, — 
. rier against the acceptance of Cana- | $61,100 Loss In 1] Mos. | tion both ways from Miami, the coin siclivwood. Feb. 28 Bill is expected to come up for 
dian playdates. ; lto be tax-free y " Figen final consideration in the house this 
° ASCAP's col : | While it's not too encouraging a dee. ; Ernest Hurst, manager of Shrine wee, yf passed, it will then return 
s collections from U. S. picture laid down in cold black and Originally, the house wanted El- auditorium. admits that last week's ee: - i. ty 
ball ods hi ‘ old black an . to the senate for approval of the 
> allrooms vary, depending on size, | White the prospectus prepared on | lington for two full weeks, but since | jazz concert in mammoth hall may | amendments. 
: prices, etc. \the Signature Record Co., in_ its Cuba is Catholic, to do two full | be the last held there. While refus- een ee 
> ps | marketing of 295,000 shares of 25c pe ~~ have closed him Easter | ing to go on record with a flat ban, Another anti-ASCAP bill was sent 
3 ; - ‘ par common stock at $1 per share, ny ay. By playing the 10 days, he | he says he is “not keen” on a repe- j-+to legislative channels two weeks 
: is an unusual one compared to | Will close Holy Thursday, avoid- | tition because of “rough-neck | ago, when State Senator Pallotti of 
. y er S MMIC the history of many other indie disk “tn the a biz attendant to the | youngsters” who <hronged event Connecticut introduced a bill in 
l firms. Issued in New York last 8h Catholic holidays. promoted by Eddie Mesner, who also partford. Pallotti’s idea is not com- 
‘ @ week, the prospectus reveals a net sien Lite Tite os ;runs Aladdin Records. pletely anti-ASCAP; he wants Con- 
. e operating loss by the company of e | Shrine bash drew around 5,000 necticut coffers enriched by 10% of 
. é S a S; ] S$ $61,100 during the past 11 months. clntyre Radio Date | who paid $9,800 at $3.20 top to view | aj} revenue collected by agencies 
Considering the $1,000,000-plus | | Benny Goodman, Woody Herman, |} such as ASCAP from the payment 
poured into such outfits as Musi- | Snowballs Into a Mess Jack McVea, Hadda Brooks and sun- ' of fees by citizens of his state. 
craft, Cosmo, etc., the picture actu- dry sidemen and singers. Lester Bill has been referred to the Con- 
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Waxers Sans Oats 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Apparently Tex Tyler, the oatuner 


who kept Four Star Records in biz | and ending Dec. 31 last, reveals gross | Saturday’s (22) broadcast from Al- | ° toi : f girrise > sceonm 
last year with 300,000 sales of his | sales of $777,880. That represented |toona, Pa, of the “Teen-Timers” sizzled at patrons of a Norman 
Granz-promoted event. They al-| 











'ally is encouraging 
| Signature is approximately 16 
;months old. Its financial report for 


| 
| the 11 months starting Feb. 1, 1946, 


| Of Trouble in Pennsy 


Storm which played hob with 
one-night dates last week messed up 


cactus-chanting, sees a great pub- | the sale of 2,617,600 disks. Prospec- | Show on NBC at 11 a.m. Hal Mcin- 


licity outlet for himself by signing 


j}tus also lists current liabilities at 


tyre’s orchestra was set to do the 


with rival waxeries—the bigger the | $188,211, of which $25,000 is owed |sShow with singer Gordon McRae, 
better. And then, after milking the | the Bank of America on a loan. and | Moving into Altoona from a dance 
values, letting Four Star pull him | $76,290 in royalties, presumably to | date at Rutgers U., New Brunswick, 
back, by virtue of the exclusive pact | artists, although publisher debts may | N. J,, the night before. 


it has on his services. 


| be included. Part of the coin raised 


When the storm hit, the Buchanan 


Two months ago Tyler signed with | by the share sale will be devoted to | 4d agency, which handles the broad- | 


Coast Records, only to have the 
American Federation of Musicians 
decide that his pact with Four Star, 
‘which has until July, 1948, to run, is 
ironclad. Charlie Washburn of 
Coast inked the singer in good faith, 
and was miffed at bit when he 
learned Tyler tightly was tied. 


With this AFM ruling as a prece- 
dent Tyler last week inked a five- 
year exclusive ticket with Capitol. 
Cliffie Stone, who handles Cap’s 
Stable of sagebrushers, verified they 
had signed Tyler with the under- 
standing an adjustment had been 
made on the Four Star contract. 

Four Star’s Bill McCall, however, 


just laughed it off with remark, | Warren and Mack Gordon, was sung | 
“There is a deal of difference be-| jn the preview of the 20th-Fox | . . ; affected. 
tween Tyler signing and actually | musical, “Three Little Girls in Blue,’ work. Meantime, McRae, who had | 


recording for another'company.” He 
added he did not think it would be 


he would just pull a string; his boy 
would return. 


BUDDY RICH TO REORG 
BAND AROUND MAY 1 


Buddy Rich will reorganize his 
orchestra around May 1. Drummer, 
now out on the road with Norman 
Granz’ “Jazz at the Philharmonic” 
unit, from which he’s drawing $1,- 
000 weekly, figures to try it again 
with a band approximately the same 
size as his last. 

Rich broke up his first band try 
last month after generally poor band 
business. He lost quite a wad of 
coin, including about $25,000 of 
Frank Sinatra’s money. 


O’Brien’s Prayer Disks 


Moved by servicemen’s letters in 
hospitals throughout the country, 
film actor Pat O’Brien cut an album 
of Catholic prayers under Variety 
Records’ label called “Let Us Pray.” 

Consisting of four sides, album's 
prayers are arranged by Rev. Ed- 
ward V. Dailey with ecclesiastical 
approval while a chorus under the 
direction of Jack Brooks accom- 
panies O'Brien's readings. 











Al Dale quit last week as business 


Manager of the Carmen Cavallaro 
orchestra. 


| paying off these liabilities. 

| Of the $295,000 to be raised by the 
stock issue, some $244,000 will go to 

| Signature and the remainder to the 


; 


| broker handling the deal. 


WARREN-GORDON TUNE 
OUT OF OSCAR ROLE 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 





First disqualification in the Oscar | 
| Derby of 1947 was a song, “This Is | 


| Always,” originally nominated as one 
| of the five best film tunes of the 
year. Ballad, written by Harry 


’ 


but later clipped from the release 


| print. 
necessary to go to the AFM again; | 


| Replacement for “This Is Always 
|was “Personality,” Johnny Burke- 
| Jimmy Van Heusen song, featured in 
“The Road to Utopia.” a Paramount 
production. Other tuneful nominees 
are “All Through the Day,” from 
“Centennial Summer”; “You Keep 
Coming Back Like a Song” from 
“Blue Skies;’ “On the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe” from “The 
Harvey Girls,” and “Ole Buttermilk 
Sky” from “Canyon Passage.” 








| 


| Canton Officials Okay $15 
Disputed Diskbox Fee 


Canton. Feb. 25. 

| Common Pleas Judge George N. 
Graham last week (7) upheld legal- 
| ity of the city’s ordinance imposing 
la yearly $15 license fee on juke 
l boxes. Enforcement of the law, 
| passed June 18, 1945, was held up 
when owners of some 400 electric 
phonographs obtained a temporary 
restraining order. 

Owners charged the ordinance ex- 
ceeded the city’s statutory police 
powers and that the proposed fee 
was excessive. Jucge Graham ruled 
that courts generally have recognized 
licensing of the music devices and 
opined that the fee was not excessive 
when administration and inspection 





the estimated yearly revenue 


$6,000 which city 
from the license fees. 





officials expect | 


| cast, figured that all roads between | 
|New Brunswick and Altoona were | 
| blocked. Several ways of getting 
| McIntyre to Altoona in time were 


Young sextet was flown from New 
York and back by Mesner 

One year :go the Philharmonic 
banned all future jazz concerts with- 
in its confines after 


ledgedly burned 
smashed fixtures and argued finer | 
points of performers to point verg- | 


ing on fisticuffs. Yet, Granz still pro- | 


motes his events under that original 
label, “Jazz at the Philharmonic.” 
Shrine, while griping about beha- 
vior of attendees at Mesmer’s shin- 
dig, is submitting no bill for dam- 
ages to him. He is, incidentally, now 
planning to promote a new event in 


| 
| 


holes in carpets, | 


necticut Finance Committee. 


RCA’s Complete 
Operas Skedded 
With Met Artists 


RCA-Victor is planning to market 
in quantity full-length operas in 
album form, apparently as an an- 


| swer to the acquisition last week by 


developed, but finally a plane was | Shrine—but:. this will consist of what | Columbia Records’ ‘Masterworks di- 


chartered out of Newark airport to 
| transport the entire band and its 
instruments. All McIntyre had to do 
was drive to Newark. He refused, 
preferring to chance it with a bus 
directly to Altoona. Cops along the 
way were lined up to speed his pas- 
sage. 

However, with most of the 275- 


a gas line. As a result, McIntyre’s 
band walked in on the broadcast 
when it was half over, set up quietly 
behind a McRae vocal and went to 





|arrived earlier, 
| 4,500 kids with only a piano back- 
| ground, supplied by Dave McInerny, 
|assistant to Nat Strom of the Buch- 
anan agency and a member of N. Y. 
| Local 802, American Federation of 
| Musicians. 

} 


Gypsy Phoney Jobbed 


| On ‘Gypsy’ Gypso 

_Leeds Music was the objective of 
a swindle attempt last week that 
left the company’s operators open- 
mouthed with wonder at the ridicu- 
lousness of it all. 

Firm drew a wire from a guy in 
Sand Springs, Okla., who explained 
that he actually was Billy Reid, 
writer of “The Gypsy,” and that he 
wanted an accounting of the song’s 
earnings and a check sent to him. 
He added he was travelling incog- 
nito and to make the check out to a 
Kenneth Greer. The authorities are 
chasing the matter. 

Billy Reid is actua‘ly an English- 
man due in New York from London 
| yesterday (Tuesday) on his first trip 
here. 








Suber’s Legiter 
| Former Local 802 Treasurer Harry 
'Suber has turned legit producer. 
|He’s purchased the Norman Zeno- 


costs to the city were compared with | Will Irwin musical, “That Little Dif- 
of | ference. 


Rehearsals are slated to start in 
ithe near future. 


| mile trip completed, the bus broke | 


| he terms a “spiritual festival,” with 
| groups of gospel singers the attrac- 


tion. 


‘SNOW WHITEWASHES 
~ONE-NITE DANCE DAT 


Heavy snows played havoc with 
one-night dates in the east the latter 
‘part of last week, territory as far 
{south as Richmond and north up into 





vision of the Metropolitan Opera 
Co. contract. However, whereas Co- 
lumbia will record the Met's reper- 


\toire from actual performances at 


the Met in New York, RCA is plan- 
ning to do them with leading Met 
singers it has under contract, back- 
| grounded by a picked orchestra and 
| chorus. 

RCA recently released a version 
|of “Boris Godounoff,” with Met 
basso Alexander Kipnis, and “Car- 


|men,” with Gladys Swarthout and 


performed before | 


| Vermont and New Hampshire being Robert Merrill. It will enlarge its 
available diskings of operas in the 


| Ritz Ballroom, Bridgeport, can- future, using Lotte Lehmann, Set 
celled a dance Friday (21) because Syanholm, Joel Berglund Ror’ j 
the city’s transportation system was Bampton, Miliza Korjus, Dorothy 


tied up. Luckily, some of the Penn- | Kirsten, Richard Crooks, Marian An- 
|sylvania ballrooms operating those | Gerson and a long list of others it 
inights were using local crews only. has under contract 


| By Saturday (22) most roads were 
open again and there were no can- 
JUDY GARLAND EYED 
FOR METRO DISKS 


cellations for that night. Snows still 
bothered b.o. totals, however. 
Tony Pastor’s orchestra missed a 
M-G-M record label, subsidiary of 
Metro films, apparently wants to 
muster all the artist strength pos- 


date Saturday (22) evening. when 

most roads figured to be opened. He 
sible for its scheduled debut on 
March 1. Company is endeavoring 


| couldn't get to the U. of Virginia by 
to snag a release from her Decca 


bus from Penn State College. Band 
| got as far as Frederick, Md., and 
found roads in Charlottesville to the 
college impassable. ° : 

in contract for Judy Garland, accord- 
Q = ing to its executives, although Decca 
S-B Pays $5,000 Advance claims to know nothing about the 

For New Desert Ditty situation. 

Shapiro-Bernstein plunked. out a In the event a release is not se- 
$5,000 advance for National Music’s Cured immediately, however. it’s 
“T've Got a Gal in Laramie” by Max Probable that the M-G-M label will 
C. Freedman and Dick Thomas, 8¢t her soon enough. Her Decca 

; i “ens , » cs, . deal expires in less than six months, 
cleffers of “Sioux City Sue.” Cain: ‘ : ' 
will be split between the writers and although she still has a number al 
National. Purchase was inspired by sides to do for that pancaiactatted 
ithe recordings of Dick Thomas on 
| National label, Riley Sheppard on ? ° 
Musicraft and others. he Wendell Hall’s 25th Anni 

At the same time Shapiro bought }...Coincident with, songsmith Wen- 
“& Lonely Cowboy's Dream” by the | dell Hall's 25th year.in radjo, Paull- 
Pioneer has brought out an album 











| same writers at an undisclosed fig- 


ure. “Sue,” also originally pub- Of 17 of the writer’s songs. 

\lished by National, Jater was turned  Cleffer, who's written some 1,000 
lover to Morris music, which acted tunes including the 1923 hit, “It Ain't 
| as selling agent. However Shapiro's Gonna Rain No Mo’”, also has more 
‘deal for “Gal in Laramie”. is. .an. than 26 singing commercials to his 
) gesignmént of copyright. credit. 
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@ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 26, 1947 





$1,000,000 


Musicraft Records, which 10 days 
ago had despaired of working out 
arrangements for fresh coin, assert- 
edly has come out of the fog with a 
deal, although there are those close 
to the company’s affairs who claim 
there is still nothing definite. Mu- 


sicraft is supposed to have arranged 
for a transfusion involving approxi- 
mately $1,000,000 from the Atlas 


: | 
Corp., which poured some $400,000 | ; 
ety ” $ | offices in addition to its key branches 
} in 


into the firm months batk, along 
with several undisclosed sources. 


As a result, Musicraft is said to be | 


in the throes of reorganization. It 
is putting all the details of the 
stock deal around which the new 
loan revolves into order for presen- 
tation to the stockholders in New 
York, March 10, Involved deeply in 
the affair is Milton Diamond, 
former Decca attorney and chair- 
man of that company’s board. His 
participation may indicate a deal 
with - Apollo Records, now being 
backed by another investment group, 
Garwood Industries. But John Ber- 
gen, Garwood head, denied any in- 
terest a few weeks back. 

Meantime, Musicraft officials have 
jumped on Duke Ellington and his 
handlers with both feet for submit- 
ting the band to rival record manu- 
facturers. when he is still tied to a 
Musicraft deal that has ‘just begin: 





Mercury-Tony Martin 
Smooth Hassle - Over 
Switch to RCA-Victor 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 
Battle between Mercury Records 
and Tony Martin, who is moving to 
RCA-Victor label, was settled here 
this week when Martin agreed to 


+ake a cut in his 5% royalty deal for | 


25 Mereury- sides still to be released. 
New rate will be 242% for 20 sides 
already cut and the five to be made. 


Double payoff for the indie is that 
first releases will come out at same 
time Martin’s new Texaco radio 
show, which starts March 30. First 
platter out will be “Make Believe” 
and “All the Things You Are” from 
“Clouds Roll By” in which Martin 
was featured, 


Mercury will also peg price of 
Singer’s dicks up to 75c in an effort 
to cash in on extra promotion of 
pic and radio program. 


Reported Poured Into 
-Musicraft by Atlas Corp. in Reorg 








Decea’s 25e Dividend, 
Lubin New Director | 





Kapp’s Chi and N.O. Swing 


Swinging around the country on a 
tour of Decca key offices, prexy 
Jack Kapp, with other company ex- 
ecs, held sales conferences with the 
diskery’s Chicago toppers over the 
weekend: and winds up a similar 
three-day session in New Orleans to- 
day (Wednesday ). 

Company has some 45 nationwide 


New York, L. A., Chicago and 
N.O. 


Lee Castle May Finally 
Play Out That Date At 








N. Y. Hotel Lincoln 


| 
Blue Room of the Lincoln hotel, | 
New York, which has been closed | 
for months, may reopen soon. Lee | 
Castle’s orchestra, which has been | 
waiting for some time to play the | 
room, will debut the newly decor- | 
ated spot 
History of Castle’s connection | 
with the Blue Room and Mrs. Maria 
Kramer, who owns the hotel, is un- 
usual. Castle was to have debuted 
the refurbished room some time 
ago, but just prior to the jenn | 
faulty-- plumbing. flooded it. Al-| 
most the entire redecorating job had 
to be done over again. Meanwhile, 
Castle had been receiving assurances 
from the owners that he was to de- 
but any day. Finally he had to break 
up his band when the debut date 
wasn’t named. Later, doubt was ex- 
pressed by Mrs. Kramer that he 
would go in, and the leader took his 
case to the American Federation of 
Musicians. Latter decided that Mrs. 
Kramer owed Castle four months’ 
work and so ordered that she use 
the band for that length of time. 








Decca Records has declared a 
quarterly dividend of 25c. per share 
on 776,650 outstanding shares pay- 
able March 28 to stockholders of 
record March 11. Last quarter pay- 
ment was 40c. but company since 
split its stock on a two-for-one basis. 

Decca also disclosed that Isadore 
Lubin has been elected to its board 
of directors. Lubin, former prexy 
of the American Statistical Assn., is 
now prexy of Confidential Reports, 
Inc., film company checking service. 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


1. Anniversary Song (4) (Mood).. 
2. Open Door, Richard (4) (Duchess). 


3. For Sentimental Reasons (14) (Leeds). 


4. Sonata (8) (Oxford).......... 


5. Managua, Nicaragua (5) (Encore)..... 


on 


10. Sooner or Later (2) (Santly-Joy)...... 


. Til Close My Eyes (1) (Maurice).. 
. Things In Glocca Morra (1) (Chappell) 
. Guilty (2) CPeist). ......c.coccccoccoss Margaret Whiting... .Capito] 


re Bee Pee Decca 

ote, Sty Dinah Shore..,... Columbia 
§ Jack McVea. Black & White 

"°° } Count Basie.......... Victor 

§ King Cole Trio......Capitol 

| Charlie Spivak....... Victor 

[ Perry. COGnG: .:, seas Victor 

*eeree** ) Carmen Cavallaro..... Decca 


{ Freddy Martin 
i Kay Kyser....... Columbia 


§ Dinah Shore.......Columbia 
**** ) Mildred Bailey. ... Majestic 


Buddy Clark......Columbia 


Johnny Desmond..... Victor 


Old Lamplighter (15) (Shapiro-B).... ‘Kay Kaye.........Victor 


Kay Kyser........Columbia 
{ Dinah Shore.......Columbia 


Coming Up 


Huggin’ and Chalkin’ (Hudson) .......... 
Oh, But I Do (Remick) ............ 


Gal in Calico (Remick) ........... 
Old Buttermilk Sky (Burke-VH) ....... 
Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah (Santly-Joy) ... 
“hat’s Beginning of End (ABC)..... 


This Is Night (Jefferson). ....++....- 
Mammy (Bourne) ..-.eeseeeses-+es: 


Linda (Morris) 


You Can't ek ein Cass 056 hits aces dbs 
I Want To Thank Folks (Oxford)... 
Misirlou (Colonial).......6...s0-0+: 


Jalousie (Harms) ...-sseeeceseeersereee: 


Hoagy Carmichael....Decca 


\ Harry James....,.Columbia 
| Margaret Whiting... Capitol 


{ Tex Beneke........... Victor 
* ) Bing Crosby..... «ses.Decca 


ee See Columbia 
‘** ) Connee Boswell.......Decca 


{ Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
*** ) Johnny Mercer.,....Capitol 


{ Perry Como ......... Victor 
**-**** ) King Cole Trio .....Capitol 


Sandy Sinatra.....Columbia 


eee 


eee 


Andy Russell........ Capitol 

ba ae8 ee ge eee 
{ Clark-Noble ...... Columbia 

“****"* ) Eddy Howard. ......Majestic 
Vaughn Monroe...... Victor 

§ Perry Como.......... Victor 
*eeree* ) King Cole...........Capitol 
bbe aee Jan August.........Diamond 


§ Harry James......Columbia 
** | Herbie Fields....,....Victor 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending Feb. 0) 
London, Feb. 21. 


Anniversary Song......Connelly 
Old Lamplighter.........-- Dash 
April Shower-....++++ .Chappell 
To Each His Own...... Victoria 
Five Minutes More,..... Morris. 
Sentimental Reasons. ..Maurice 
Go Home. ..sercrcecvece’ -.. Yale 
Stars Will Remember. .Feldman 
Dream Again.........e+ee+> Box 
May I Call You Sweetheart. Dash 
Things We Did. .....<.-% Morris 
ey ao ee Weer Chappell 
Second 12 
Whole World Singing.F. D. & H. 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah ........ Sun 
Accordion .. a islte Sin WOMENS 


World Belongs to You. Strauss-M 
Sooner or Latef.......:.. Sun 
Always .... save ee oa Wood 
Without Penny in Pocket. .Dash 
Rickety Rickshaw Man.Southern 
Don’t Fall in Love........ Wood 
Three Beautiful Words. .Maurice 


It Happens Every Day..... Yale 
Shall Always Remember. Sterling 








* 


Finian’ Disking 





To Columbia 


Columbia Records has finally com- | 


pleted a deal with Lee Sabinson and 
William, Katzell, producers. of 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” current 
way hit, signed yesterday (Tuesday ). 
It was held up by the. objections of 
Ella Logan, featured lead in the 
show, to certain stipulations in the 
agreement regarding her participa- 
tion in the cutting. (She did not 
make disks of the tunes for Apollo, 
though originally scheduled to do 
so.) 

Columbia deal gives the produ- 
cers an advance against a royalty. 
But Sabinson and Katzell are to pay 
out’ of their earnings any monies 
demanded by principals such as Miss 
Logan, or Lyn Murray, who orches- 


| trated the score, etc. In other words, 


in return for the advance and roy- 
alty agreement, the producers of the 
show must produce the latter’s cast 


about how the cast is to be paid. 
Sabinson’s prior talks with Decca, 
which first reached an agreed-upon 
stage, then was dropped altogether 
after a tussle, asked for a 5c per al- 
bum royalty over and above costs 
of the cast, principals, et al. Co- 
lumbia’s deal is undisclesed, but it’s 
assumed to be lower overall, 





Songpluggers Admit 
Gannoway in Reverse 





| Sammy Kaye......... Victor ; 





Hollywood, Feb, 25. 

Music ‘Publishers’ Contact Em- 
ployees has withdrawn previous ob- 
jections and admitted to member- 
ship Al Gannoway, who joined Mills 
Music, Inc.’s local office recently 
after waiting months for a eard. 
Union two weeks ago let out word 
that Gannoway application had been 
spiked because of objections of Coast 
membership and Mills immediately 
announced firm would pursue mat- 
ter until valid reasons for refusal 
were presented. 

Mac Green, western regional di- 
rector of union, said stand on ap- 
plication was reversed because em- 
ployment _ situation is looking up 
here. Initial nix was the first ever 
to greet an applicant here. 


Washington To Consider 


Coin-Machine Licensing 
Washington, Feb. 25. 
Washington, which has been busy 
drying up slot machines and other 
coin-operated machines which looked 
as though they had‘an element of 
gambling, is getting ready to con- 
sider licensing pinball and other 
coin machines. 
Hearing will probably be held on 
the so-called “amusement machines,” 
although the slots will remain taboo. 


Rupe Prints New Label 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Art Rupe, who last summer sold 
his Jukebox Records firm, last week 
birthed a new odd-label here, Spe- 
cialty. Rupe at one time was as- 
sociated in operation of old Sterl- 
ing Records, 

First talent signed by Specialty is 
Roy Milton’s sepia crew. Milton has 
dissolved his own small outfit, which 
released platters on Coast under 
leader’s name. 











for recording and™worry themselves | 


Broad- 
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thing! 
have managed to remain unbelieving 
| up to now might as well break down 
| and admit. 
| For one thing, no female vocal trio 
has 

same 
projection of 
there have been girl trios with more 
substantial 


Andrews Sisters are really some- 
This is a fact that many who 


They know the ropes! 


demonstrated quite the 
for the selection and 
material. Obviously, 


ever 
talent 


equipment (the 
but few have 


vocal 


Boswells, for one), 


commanded as much showmanship. 
“My 

drews’ latest Decca, probably has its 
shortcomings, but, on the whole, it’s 
rather great. 
tune—a_ calypso-like 
| maiden on Guam who fell in love 
'with an American serviceman only 


Dearest Uncle Sam,” the An- 


In the first place, the 
lament of a 











Best Bets 


Novelty—“My Dearest Uncle 
Sam”—(The Andrews Sisters). 
Ballad—“I Want to Thank 
Your Folks” (Frank Sinatra), 
Dance—Anything in the Eddie 
Heywood -album (Decca). 
Novelty—“Who Threw _ the 
Overalls in Mrs. Murphy's 
Chowder?”—Bing Crosby (Dec- 
ca)... “Open the Door, Rich- 
ard” (Louis Jordan). 
Ballad—“How Are Things in 
Glocea Morra?” (Dick Haymes). 
Hot—“Lonely Moments” (Ben- 
ny Goodman), “Who's Sorry 
Now?” (Eddie Heywood), 
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to have him returned to the U. S— 
is a natural. Its lyric is literate, 
clever, and spicy (without, however, 
becoming offensive). In the second 
place, the trio handles it superbly. 
You may not like the Andrews Sis- 
ters, but it’s doubtful if you'll be 
able to ignore this disk. It'll be on 
many a disk box. Backside—“Lul- 
laby of Broadway”—is, all right too, 
but “Sam” is the money-maker. Ac- 
companiment to both tunes is by 
Vic Schoen’s band. 


Frank Sinatra’s “I Want to Thank 


Your Folks” (Columbia) should be a 
coin-grabber, too. The tune is a 
honey and it’s been waxed by some 
potent talents, but The Voice’s rendi- 
tion sounds to us like the best. He 
sings with ease and conviction. By 
now we have all come to take Axel 
Stordahl’s backgrounds for granted, 
but this is unfair. He backs up beau- 
tifully on this side and there should, 
incidentally, be a word for the fine 
violinist spotlighted briefly at the be- 
ginning. Then, too, there is the effec- 
tive way Stordahl uses a celeste. 
Reverse, “Why Shouldn’t It Happen 
to Us?” is another manifestation of 
Sinatra’s eagerness to try semi- 
humorous tunes (e.g. “That’s How 
Much I Love You”). We think he 
does this “Let’s Do It” idiom rather 
proficiently. We may be wrong, but 
we think both these sides will assail 


| you from the nickelodeons. 


Bing Crosby and Judy Garland are 
also among those present this semes- 
ter and they acquit themselves ad- 
mirably and (one would conjecture) 
profitably. At any rate, their Decca 
coupling of “Mine’—the swell 
George and Ira Gershwin “Let ’Em 


—————— 
Suggested Program 


“Lonely Moments” — Benny 
Goodman (Capitol). 

“Anniversary Song”—Al Jol- 
son (Decca). 

“How Are Things in Glocca 
Morra?” — Georgia Gibbs (Ma- 
jestic). al 

“Tiger Rag” — Cliffie Stone 
(Capitol), 

“Romance de Amor”—Vin- 
cente Gomea Quintet (Decca). 

“The Maine Stein Song”—Rudy 
Vallee (Victor). 

“Why Shouldn't It Happen to 
Us?”"—Hildegarde and Buddy 
Clarke (Decca). 








nee ane 
Eat Cake” extract—and Ralph Blane- 


Hugh Martin’s “Connecticut” is 
highly listenable. As an old Gersh- 
{win admirer, we happen to be 


bowled over by “Mine,” but the See- 
burg side may be “Connecticut.” It’s 
a pleasant tune which Crosby and 
Miss Garland milk for all it’s worth. 
Man with the baton on both faces is 
Joseph Lilley. Incidentally, Crosby’s 
album of Irish songs (Decca) has 
some real honeys. Third Avenue 
bar-and-grills will welcome his 


Jocks, Jukes cand Disks 


By Goorce Frazier 





| 














“Who Threw the Overalls ; 

Murphy’s Chowder.” He gr P 
solve the problem, but he makes ita 
good deal more intriguing than most 
singers. 


“Open the Door, Richara” should 
by all portents, have died a natural 
death by now, but the patient is apt 
to linger a bit longer because of an 
injection administered by Louis Jor- 
dan (Decca). This, to us anyway, is 
the top version on the market and if 
yeu must have the song, we recom- 
mend it; the treatment has consider. 
able inventiveness. “It’s So Easy,” 
which backs it, doesn’t impress in 
the least. 

“How Are Things in Glocca Mor. 
ra?” continues to be a big question 
on wax, but before it’s answered 
you better Jook into Dick Haymes’ 
Decca. His is a_ superlative job. 
Haymes is a fine singer and one with 
enormous virility. He opens with 
the verse and makes it quite some- 


thing in _ itself. Backing—“*Twas 
Only an Irishman’s Dream”—is what 
the trade calls a seasonal buy. Seg. 
sonal or not, Haymes does it admir- 
ably. His accompaniment on both 
faces is by a band under capable 
|Gordon Jenkins. 

Benny G0odman’s first Capitol 


faces have something to recommend 
them and something not to recom- 
mend them. The thing to recom- 
mend them is the incomparable BG. 
The thing to keep you from buying 
them is Johnny Mercer, who assumes 
he can sing. He can’t... and “It 
Takes Time” and ‘“Moon-Faced, 
Starry-Eyed” prove it. 

Eddie Heywood’s album (Decca), 
has some of the best dance tunes you 
ever heard. Heywood and a vary- 
ing (but good) personnel play “Be- 
gin the Beguine,” “On the Alamo,” 
“Temptation,” “Lover Man,” “Paper 
Moon,” “Laura,” “Sweet and Love- 
ly,” and “Who's Sorry Now?” Hey- 
wood plays some of the best piano 
ever heard, so try to hear him. Al- 
though his reputation is not so big, 
he is a better and more exciting 


| pianist than Teddy Wilson. 


Wax Facts 


Dick Jurgens’ “I Miss That Feel- 
ing” sounds like a hit. Tune by 
Harold Adamson-Jimmy McHugh for 
the film “Smash Up”—sounds like 
a natural... Bing Crosby’s “St. Pat- 
rick’s Day Album” should not be 
neglected by anyone with a trace 
of County Cork in his veins , .°*, 
Lena Horne’s Black and White al- 
bum is composed of choice tunes. 
She may not sing as well as a lot of 
other girls, but her choice of tunes 
is beyond reproach ,.. 

Peggy Lee, who has done rather 
nicely with songs tailored to her 
limited style, tries something differ- 
ent with “Swing Low, Sweet Char- 
iot” (Capitol) and proves that she 
really should stay within the scope 
provided her by Dave Barbour. She 
really doesn’t sing very well-—never 
did, as matter of fact. 


Music for Wounded’ In 
Bowl for Third Time 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Musicians’ Local 47 will toss its 
third annual “Music for Wounded” 
benefit in Hollywood Bowl, July 2. 
Al Armour will product and John 
Groen manage the event, for which 
top name musicians and film stars 

now are being approached. P 


Last year the union netted $27,000 
and in 1945, $24,000 at the Bowl 
events. Funds are used to pay bands 
and small combos at scale to enter- 
tain vets in service hospitals 
throughout Southern California. 


AFM Thumbs Plantation 
Again Over Moola 


Hollywood, Feb. 25: 

American Federation of Musicians 
over weekend ordered Negro Local 
767 to pull George Washingtons 
seven-piece sepia combo out of Joe 
Morris’ Plantation nitery and de- 
clare spot blacklisted. 

Several years ago AFM ruled 
Plantation unfair after spot de- 
faulted on salary payments to Count 
Basie and Billy Eckstine. Owing 
Basie $2,500 and Eckstine $1,000, 
nitery made deal through union 
whereby weekly payments would be 
made through AFM until debt was 
squared. Of late payments have not 
been forthcoming, prompting the 
declaration, 
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SPA, MPPA Nearer Agreement: 
3d Extension of Contract Possible 


Songwriters Protective Assn. and + 


the Music Publishers Protective 
Assn. are quickening the pace of 
meetings which ultimately will ef- 
fect a new contract between song- 
writers and music publishers. First 
meeting in six weeks between ne- 
gotiating committees of both organ- 
izations occurred last Wednesday 
(19), and another was held Monday 
evening (24) in New York. 


During the first meeting a number 
of issues were cleaned up. Monday 
night's affair was devoted mostly to 
discussion of the sliding scale meth- 
od of royalty payments songwriters 
have asked for and which publishers 
feel they cannot meet. It was not 
finally settled. 


There has been no rancor dis- 
played at these meetings, and both 
sides feel there won't be. It is prob- 
able that the meetings will proceed 
for several weeks at least before a 
final draft of a new contract agree- 
able to both sides is arrived at; this 
may mean a third extension of the 
terms of the old agreement, which 
expired Dec. 31. The second expires 
Friday (28). 


Paper Black Market 
Blights Paris Music Biz 


Paris, Feb. 13. 
Shortage of paper is curbing Paris 
music business. Allotment pubs 
get for paper, officially priced ‘at 
about $250 per ton, is insufficient, 
and usually useless since suppliers 
claim they cannot deliver. 


Black marketeers, however, are 
ready to deliver twice the amount 
allotted publishers if willing to pay 
$550 per ton. 

Best export market for French 
publishers is Holland, Belgium and 
Switzerland. Nordic market uses 
mostly American material. Spain, 
Italy and Portugal don’t amount to 
anything, and Central Europe is cur- 
rently practically closed. 








Bob Chester Asks Berth 
On Sonora’s 39¢ Disks 


Sonora Records seems to be having 
a bit of trouble dividing its artists 
on its new 39 Black Label series 
of pop disks and the regular 50c. 
sides. Bob Chester last week asked 
Sonora to either put his orchestra’s 
material on the 39c. sides or release 
him from his contract, which still 
has some time to run. 

Sonora’s answer to Chester hasn't 
been revealed yet. 


Mus-Art Buys 
Out Russ Lyon 


Mus-Art management agency, set 
up several weeks back by Jack 
Whittemore, Russ Facchine and Lyle 
Thayer, all formerly of Music Corp. 
of America, made its first deal last 





Guy Lombardo on Lam To 
Winter-Race His Tempo VI. 


Guy Lombardo takes his speed- 
boat Tempo VI out of drydock for 
its first 47 appearance next Sunday 
(2) in the 34th annual Biscayne Bay 
Regatta in Miami. Town’s Junior 





ASCAP Sees Dangerous Precedent 
If Bowing to Lawrence; Will Battle It 


7% 





Chamber of Commerce sponsors the | 
10-mile jaunt, which is run off in| 
two five mile heats. 

Maestro will fly to Florida Sat- | 
urday (1) for the race and will re- 
turn immediately afterward Sunday 
evening. | 


Bing, Andrews Sis To 
Record Abroad; British 


Jazz Unit Misses Earle 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 
Gene Krupa orchestra, currently 
jat the Click nitery here, saved the 
bacon for the Earle theatre when 
| Norman Granz’ “Jazz at the Phil- 
i} harmonic” unit show failed to arrive 
| Friday (21) for the first day due to 








3 : adverse weather. 
Music Men in the U S Jazz group was stranded by the 
°“*|storm in Buffalo after dates in} 


| Taking advantage of their disk 
|popularity in Britain, Bing Crosby 
fand Andrews Sisters plan trips 


;Canada and could not reach Philly 
in time for scheduled opening. When 


wire came with the news, Earle 
abroad in June, according to Lou | management put in hurry call to 
Levy, prexy of Leeds Music and | ty. 


Palumbo brothers, Click oper- 
| ators, and deal was made for Krupa. 
Jazz musicians were on Earle 
| stage Saturday (22), however. 


manager of the latter. Crosby’s 
junket will be for waxing sessions 
in London. 

Levy, who'll ageompany the An- 
drews Sisters, revealed plans of the 


forthcoming journey Monday (24) | 
at an informal meeting in New York ts 
attended by his associate publishers, 








week. It takes over on March 3, 
the Russ Lyon agency, ineludin 
offices in New York, talent and ac- 
counts. 
himself, who quit that organization | 
over a year ago to go into business | 
for himself, is stepping out of the 
theatrical business almost entirely. 

Mus-Art’s deal with Lyon calls for 
him to participate on a percentage 
basis in whatever earnings accrue 
to Mus-Art out of the business he 
turns over to them. Acts and ac- 
counts involved are undisclosed, but 
they’re not extensive. 

Lyon intends moving himself and 
family to Phoenix, Ariz., where he 
will operate in a small way a talent 
agency under his own name. It 
will work with Mus-Art, but it will 
not occupy all of Lyon’s time. He 
intends going into some other field, 
as yet undisclosed. He has sold his 
house and furniture, heading west 
about March 15. 





Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


The leading 30 songs of the week, from the copyrighted Audience 
Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast on Radio Networks. 
Published by the Office of Research, Inc. 

Survey Week of February 14-20, 1947 


Lyon, a former MCA-ite | Elizabeth. 


Peter Maurice and Jimmy Phillips, 
ee 
Teeth in Rule 


of London, as well as the British 
singer-composer team of Dorothy 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Musicians’ Local 47 has toughened 


Squires and Billy Reid, all of whom 
arrived last week on the Queen 
considerably in dealing with mem- 


Here for his first visit in 10 years, 
Maurice observed, “Bad weather is 


paralyzing business”, adding, “Peo-|bers fracturing working rules, 
ple don’t sing when they're in an | especially scale violations. Whereas | 
unhappy frame of mind. The gen-|union’s by-laws call for minimum 


eral slump in music sales reflects | fine of $10 against maximum of $500 
the country’s crisis. Due to the!for under-rate working, board of 
severe shortage of power in the cur- ‘directors now has ordered trial 
rent fuel dearth, there’s been little | board always to apply the $500 fine 


printing done. And paper, too, is | hereafter on offenders, or expel 
scarce” he pointed out. | them. 
Miss Squires, who recently closed Local also is notifying card-car- 


at the London Palladium with Reid, 
said 
were cancelled on account of the 
fuel shortage. Composer Reid, 





riers that maximum fine awaits any 


stipulated hours, tendering any agent 
|or operator a kickback, accepting 
writer of last year’s hit “The Gypsy”, | tips as part of salary, or splitting a 
brought over “Three Beautiful Words | “Kitty.” Too, permission hereafter 
of Love” and “Unchangeable You.” i must be obtained from a union rep 
Both will. be handled by Leeds- |if a member wishes to solicit .work 
Maurice and in a deal to plant “Un- } in any particular spot, either as a 
changeable” in a film, Levy planed | single or fronting a group. 
to the Coast yesterday (Tuesday).| ‘his rules-tautening is further im- 
He'll return within a week. _ | plementation of Local 47’s drive to 
Top English musie hall team, Miss | keep its wage standards up in face 
Squires and Reid plan to stay in the of falling employment. Union’s de- 
States for two or three months. | termination to keep its members in 
Maurice will make a brief visit to | jine was demonstrated last week 
Washington the end of the week when Al Vaughn was fined $200 for 
and expects to return to England | going afternoon piano routines in 
with Phillips aboard the Queen} cup Del Rio without reporting en- 
Elizabeth on March 22. gagement to union nor paying his 











+ American 


Opening, Krupa Fills In| ‘"e¢ 


two of her recording sessions |member caught working more than | 


Society of Composers, 
|Authors and Publishers intends to 
battle to finish the recently insti- 
suit by composer - member 
Jack Lawrence. Lawrence's suit, filed 
two weeks ago in New York and 
i}which demands a change in the So- 
ciety’s methods of measuring the 
| contributions of, and revenue pay- 
off to, songwriter-members, was the 
Subject of long’ discussion’ at 
| ASCAP’s board meeting last week. 

It’s felt that Lawrence's action can 





;and probably will have quite an ef- 
fect on other writers in the Society, 
both from those who have been dis- 


,contented with their classifications 
land others who might not have been, 
| but who will be, stirred up by Law- 
jrence. And to protect itself from a 
|host of similar actions which would 
be expected to follow if it were to 
give into Lawrence and boost his 
| rating as a means of calling off his 
| suit, the Society is bent on battling 
/him all the way. Besides, the organi- 
'zation’s executives, and publisher 
jand writer execs, are plenty burned 
Jat Lawrence for inaugurating the 
| Suit. They feel that he is in too 
|}much of a hurry, that he would have 
| gotten the “A” classification he seeks 
| as part of the suit (he’s How “BB”) 
jsoon enough 





-0’Connor on Ekacutive 
| Committee of ASCAP 


| John O'Connor, publisher-mem- 
| ber of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers, was 
named to the Society's executive 
| committee yesterday (Tuesday). He 
|replaces Gene Buck, who exited at 
| the same time as chairman of the 
group, his place being taken by 
Lester Santly. George W. Meyer is 
the third member. 

Santly’s replacing Buck as chair- 





| man is routine. Spot rotates to each 


member, who then exits the board 
when his term is over. 


FEIST’S ‘THE ASTARIE’ 

Feist is training exploitation guns 
on the Cy Walter-Andrew Rosenthal 
number, “The Astaire,” based on a 
new swing-trot dance created by 
Fred Astaire, 

Deal's in progress to place the 
tune in a forthcoming filmusical and 
a major disker is preparing an al- 
bum which would contain the song 








plus diagrams and instructions how 
to terp the dance creation. 





Robbins Sets Up Subsid tax on the date, 











A Gal in Calico—i“Time, Place, Girl”. .............00+ wees Remick 

A Rainy Night In Rio—t“Time, Place, Girl”............++6. Witmark 
All By Myseilf........ Cor secerevvare peeeasenecssce oo eee Berlin 
Among My Souvenirs...........++- bbieectane avers ae ec cbens a mes 
AnG So To Bed. .co.ccsesvssccccvees th ccgenescsdaeesehseaanl Famous 
Anniversary Song—t"Jolson Story”. .ccecececceeceeeees sees Mood 

For Sentimental Reasons......... Fe PORTE +. ++eee+Duchess 
Girl That I Marry, The—*“Annie Get Your Gun”..........Berlin 
PRT eT Tr a dehsedsPehieand tedcae sven ees o0sceeeee cane 


How Are Things In Glocca Morra—*“Finian’s Rainbow”.....Crawford 


I Tipped My Hat and Slowly Rode Away........-++-+++e Robbins 
I'll Close My Eyes..........- Pea eee errr rer ee . +++.Maurice 
It's a Good Day.....csccccserccceeeers seer eeeiee: rere Capitol 
Managua Nicaragua...... Pa PACT perry ror eer err TS Encore 
There Is No Greater Love......+-++++5-> eer Pere . World 

Oh, But I Do—?+“Time, Place, Girl’....... ere Tee Witmark 
Oh Why Did I Ever Leave Wyoming?.......-...--- rere Feist | 

Old Lamp-Lighter ............. woud lietireiaets onadeaee _, Shapiro-B 
Ole Buttermilk Sky—t“Canyon Passage”.......+..---++008 .Burke-VH 
Open the Door, Richard.......... iviesdigat’ ee erry ee Duchess 
September Song ..... pail oes se RTT Oe Cor Ter eT eT TTT Crawford 
So Would I—+“My Heart Goes Crazy”.....6-eseeeres ....Burke-VH 
ENE re eee ee on PT eee ee aie tilead acd kt tends s BO00 Oxford 
Sooner Or Later—*“Song of South”. .....ee.eeeeeeeees ... Santly-Joy 
That's the Beginning of the End.........++-+++eeerrees o+e ABC 
I Fo es cece cerbe pers ctecenesesenee -.eeeeeee-Dorsey Bros. 
What Am I Gonna Do About You?—;“Ladies Man”..... +++ .Paramount 
You Broke the Only Heart That Ever Loved You.......+++. Chappell 
You Can’t See Sun When You're Crying....ecse-seee-es .. Simon 
Zip-a-De-Do-Dah—+"Song of South”.....cseesceseeees sree: Santly-Joy 


The remaining 19 songs of the week, from the copyrighted Audience 
Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast on Radio Networks. 
Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


BE TN cdc scacssccsccssbaumoedes scidlncicc concbetectseech can 
eS errr ere ty ibineoue dbeweeee. eee eens . Warren 
Gotta Get Me Somebody To Love—t“Duel In the Sun”.. ....Morris 
Huggin’ and Chalkin’ ..... RS a i nes 90 wd deh eRe .»».Hudson 
I Can't Believe It Was All Make-Believe......++.s+++++ oust 
I Gotta Gal I Love—t“Ladies Man”. ....cccesese cererecnes Famous 
If This Isn’t Love—*“Finian’s Rainbow”.....+++--- . Crawford 
It Might Have Been a Different Story.....e+-0+- css ceee tere C-P 
It's All Over Now........---eeere- Cepbawenyencs vee . «+e. BMI 
Life Can Be Beautiful—t“Smashup”.....+-.sses+-erereeeee . Melrose 
My Heart Goes Crazy—-i“My Heart Goes Crazy”..........+-Burke-VH 
On the Other End of a KisS........ 6. seeeeeeeeeee ge S64 . Beverly 
That's Where I Came Im ......6.-eeeeeereerteeeeeee ..+++-Robbins 
There Is No Breeze........00---se-ee- eres ots +++ Robbins 
BUD OO DOIN. 0.0 i cccccce dss sesswans Saecbers sees ... Jefferson 
Through a Thousand Dreams—7“Time, Place, Girl” .... ++ Remick 
ZOO Many TIMES . 2.0.00... cc cscs ccceess hh die nnee heatatet Advanced 
Uncle Remus Said—?“Song of the South”......-. imebeeaeweal Santly-Joy } 
When Am I Going To Kiss You Good Morning.....-.++++ +++: Martin Music 
Whole World Is Singing My Song......... eperen a Robbins 
You'll Always Be the One I Love—t“Song of South’....---. Sinatra 

t Filmusical, * Legit Musical. 


To Handle Distribution Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Jack Robbins has set up Consoli- Covers Total 


dated Music Publishers, a company| gana Hotel Fane . oo 
designed solely to handle the billings | Emil Coleman’... Waldorf (400; $2).............e-66.. 19 = 2, 51,575 
and shipping of music of three cata- | Frankie Carle.... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 2 2,275 4,875 
logs he has developed or acquired | Chuck Foster*....New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).......... 8 1,375 12,425 
since selling out his interest in the | Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)...... cesses 16 8 =1,950 9 40,425 
Big 3. New organization, a sort of | Eddy Howard.... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50).......... 3 1,275 5,125 
holding company, will perform the | Johnny Pineapple.Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)........ ee 1,000 16,050 


above chores for J. J. Robbins & 
Sons, Hamilton S. Gordon, and John 
Franklin Co. catalogs. 

Of Robbins’ three outfits, the J. J. 
& Sons firm is devoted to pop songs, 
the Gordon catalog to academic ma- 
terial and the Franklin company to 
choral and Hawaiian material. 


VETS TAKE OVER NITERY 
Albany, Feb. 25. 

Wally’s Gay Nineties Show Bar, | 
operated by Walter Suckno, has | 





* Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf with Jane Pickens, Russell Swan; Ice 
Revue at New Yorker. 





Chicago 

Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach; 700; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
New revue hiked take to 4,000 this week. 

Don McGrane (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 550; $3.50 min.). Poor week; 
3,400. 
| Raymond Ramos (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 350; $2.50-$3.50 min.). Carl 
| Brisson in third week, steady 2,400. 

Raymond Scott (Panther Room, Sherman; 950; $2-$3.50 min.). 
, week of Scott-Dusty Fletcher combination, healthy 5,000. 
been sold to Nicholas and Daniel |  yo.05 sudy (Walnut Room, Bismarck; 465; $2-$2.50 min.). Nice 3,200 
Marino, of Pittsfield, Mass. | this week. 

The Marino brothers, veterans of | Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer; 650; 
World War II, recently sold their | on eighth week. 
| Bar Harbor restaurant in Pittsfield. 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, Feb. 22) 





Second 


$3.50 min.). Strong 4,600 

















Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Bountiful 3,400 covers. 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Profitable 2,900 tabs. 


Anniversary Song......... Mood | : ° 

Managua Nicaragua...... Encore | Location Jobs, Not In Hotels 

For Sentimental Reason.Duchess Chicago 

Open Door, Richard... .Duchess Russ Carlyle (Blackhawk; 500; $2-$2.50 min.). Keeping smooth 4,200 this 
Old Lamplighter..... Shapiro-B | week. 

Ge ov cctcewncecs cme cv see | Gay Claridge (Chez Paree; 650; $3.50 min.). First time since September 


Ole Buttermilk Sky..Burke-VH. 


spot has fallen below 6,000. This week 5,300. 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah .Santly-Joy 


Sol Klein ‘Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). Ted Lewis keeps pulling; 








I'}l Close My Eyes...... Maurice | 4900. 
Sonata ...---esesereeeee Oxford | George Olsen (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Olsen doing fine in second 
week; 17,500. 
Second 10 Benny Strong (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). First week neat 16,500. 
Glocca Morra......... Crawford 
Oh, But I Do..... 2.0. Witmark | (Los Angeles) 
Gal in Calico.....++++.- Remick Stan Kenton (Avodon, B, Los Angeles, 34 wk). Around 12,500; okay for 
Heartaches ......- aevesss Leeds high-nut spot. 
Rainy Night in Rio...,Witmark Art Kassel (Aragon, B, Ocean Park 12th wk). Wound up long stand 
Ever Leave Wyoming...... Feist with satisfactory 6,000. Denny Beckner in Mon. (24). 
Linda .....eseeeeeeee++- Mayfair Bobby oagalag a ——— arn Logs 7th wk). With all- 
r Later..... Santly-Joy nite session on . helping mightily, a fine 8,000. 
ra “and Chalkin’. . .Hudson Vaughn Monree (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 3d wk). Doing the biz @ 
the burg; crackling 19,000 admissions. 





Always Be One I Love. ..Sinatra 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 





~ On The Upbeat 


New York 


Enric Madriguera’s orchestra into 
Copacabana, Detroit, Friday (28) fox 
four weeks at $5,000 per, set by Joe 
Glaser’s Associated Booking.... 
Jeannette Davis, singer on Arthur 
Godfrey’s CBS program, signed by 
Rainbow Records....Alan Courtney, 
disk jock who’s been doing a show 
on KMYR, Denver, due in N. Y. 
Friday (28) for visit....Pat Terry, 
former Bobby Byrne vocalist, doing 
production vocals at Roxy theatre, 


N. Y....Red McKenzie recording for | 


National label... . Mutual 

score of Duke Ellington's 
Holiday’ Dells 
band spot, 
cancelling with only 
run of Bob Astor 
Dorsey resumes 

RKO Boston after three- 
' Barbara Bell, 
Louis Prima secretary, -collaborated 
on “Sunday Kind of Love”... 

Johnny Desmond took over leader- 


Music 
“Beg- 


Poughkeep- 


took 
gar's 
sie 

weekend, 
days’ notice 
" Ji nmy 

March 6 at 


vacation 


ame closed over 
few 
band 


work 


, 
vYee@k 





ship of Tex Beneke band for one}? = 
show at Adams theatre, Newark, Martin a year ago . eat 
Monday (24) night while Beneke | Noble will open season at a . ; 7 
did Chesterfield broadcast....Ralph | Casino May 30 for a Hals-sunames | 
Weinberg. southern one-night pro- stand “-— . Dale Jones, ~~ has be “ 
moter, ill in hospital at Bluefield, | 5assine v ith Jack Teagar eas prc 
W. Va....Bernie Miller to Florida disbanded combo, rounding of bs 
for resi RCA-Victor releasing an | 5% sidemen fo1 local dates. “ s 

old recording of “Heartaches by iron & uve ome wnicn - Re 

Ted Weems to buck same disk b as intermission creéev ’ am 

same artist which started revival of dium. two yeats aso ? 
the tune | Carter, \ ho disbanded six months 
ago, re-forming with 15 men, In- 
Hollywood cluding. Eddie Beale, 88: Irving 
Jack Teagarden has gone to Chi to Ashby, guitar; Jack . Trainor, 
re-form a crew ...Avodon ballroom, | trumpet; Lucky Thompson, t nor: 
which starts weekend-only policy | Lee Young, drums .. . Cas! iO 
|Gardens, Tommy Dorsey-ownec site. 








| Have You Heard... 


FRANKIE LAINE 


(Mercury Record Ne. 5007) 
Singing 
The Ballad of the Year 


THAT'S MY 


ii DESIR 
it! 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. | 
1619 Broadway New York 19 i 











,; March 7, will tee off with Desi Arnaz 


crew ... Alvino Rey, who hasn't | 


been. on home grounds here for 


nearly a year, brings his band back | 


for indef stand at Aragon April 25 
|. , Pee Wee Hunt combo starts run 
lat Susie-Q, Friday (28) Stan 
| Kenton worked a. two-reel stint at 
| RKO last week Fdgar Haves’ 
| small group one-niting in theatres 
| around area... Jerry Wald east with 
new sweet combo after current stand 
at Ciro’s ... Isabelita, young Spanish 
leader, has organized a crew 


femme 


lhere. taking five -ex-Cugat sidemen 
jand as many former meé! nbers ol 
| Desi Arna crew. Off on one-nite 
trek ... Isabel Katelman has quit 
Frederick Bros. band-bookery here 


Willard Alexander left for New 


terday (Tues,) Murray 

Arnol pianist in Freddy Martin 

outfit. will quit to form own crew 

lwhen Martin vaude treks in June 
Start is precisely same that. Jack 


days, with admish slashed to 44c. per 
person, lowest tap a name-band nook 
ever asked here Ray Herbeck 
band set for fortnight at Last Fron- 
tier, Las Vegas, April 4 Anson 
Weeks on a one-nite jaunt around 
Pacific Northwest . . . First be-bop 
band to rear its head here since 


months ago is crew Howard McGhee 
has organized; debuts tonight (Wed.) 
at Club HiDeHo. In addition to lead- 


ers trumpet, combo _ embraces 
Charlie Parker on alto; Harry 
Babasin, bass; Roy Porter, drums; 


Russ Freeman, piano . Ike Car- 
penter starts 13-stanza stint at Casino 
Gardens on April 4. 








- ~raeneres 


Fina followed when he parted from | 


now running “budget balls” on Tues- | 


Dizzy Gillespie flopped on Coast 15 | 
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Chicago 
Chicago, Feb. 25. 

Tex. Beneke set for two weeks at 
'the Oriental theatre starting April 
17...Randy Brooks college dating at 
/U. of Ohio, March 2% ..Bill Bardo 
into Claridge, Memphis, March 28... 
| Loni McIntyre held over at Chins’, 
Cleveland...Andy -Kirk-set for one 
' week at Tune Towr Ballroom, St. 
| Louis, March 11...Allan Reed play- 
ing two weeks at Lake Hotel, Gary, 
Ind., starting Fe». 24...Carlos Mo- 


lina set on week at. Orpheum, 
Omaha, March 21...Glenn Garr at 
Commodore Perry, Toledo. ,. Frankie 
{Masters coming up from Texas to 


start string of local one nighters.. 





} land 


Charlie Fisk band playing his alma 
mater at Colombia, Mo first in 
eries of college aates starting 
March 14...Jack Fina band date 
moved up to April 16 at Palmer 
House...Art Kassel. to Schroeder | 
Hotel, Milwaukee, for three weeks | 
beginning Marcl. 11 Freddy Nagel | 


vuthwards to Roosevelt Hotel, New 
Orleans, April 16...Art Jarrett one 
|nighiing after closing Peabody 
Hotel, Memphis...Leo Pieper cur- 


|rently at Oh Henry Ballroom, Wil- | 


low Springs, 111...Sam Lutz off to 
New York in advance of Lawrence 
Welk opening March 24, ai Roose- 
velt hotel...Sixth Annual Tin Pan 
| Alley Ball set for April 6: at Morri- 
son Hotel with committee headed by 
41 Beilin, Ih Barg, Ned 
Morton Schaffer, Archie Levy ‘ton 
Billy Stoneham, Sol Wagner 
Jack. Perry...Dick. . Stern 
bandleader now booking for McCon- 
key agency 
Dick Iurgens vocalist, will debut 
the Aragon 


win Miller 


and 


new band at 


April 6. 
Pittsburgh 


; . Frank Barr orchestra follows Tiny 


1ormer | 


..Buddy Moreno, former | 
his | 
Ballroom °* 


| spect 


Wolfe into Bill Green's on Friday | 
(28) for a week, with - Lawrence | 
Welk coming in March 7 for two! 
weeks...Piccolo Pete at Johnny 

Brown's club in East Liberty has 

| picked Rita Boll as his vocalist. 

| First femme vocalist he’s had since 


Mary Krieg, who quit him to join 
Baron Elliott and then left Elliott to 
marry a navy filer. ..LeRoy 
!and his Brown Buddies, 
| Hollywood Show Bar once 
| months, have gone back 


who played 
for 


into spot 


Brown | 


14 | 


| for an indefinite stay, replacing the | 


| Latinaires...Max Tarshis now play- 


} 


missions at swank Bachelors Club. 


ing and singing during dance inter- | 
| 8 6ing = | sterdam, Brussels. 














Music by LOUIS SILVERS 
Lyric by B. G. DeSYLVA 


Victor 
DENNIS DAY 
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INC. New 





Decca 


GUY LOMBARDO 


Capito! 


ARGARET WHITING 


York 





Peer’s European 
~ Music Findings 


St. Moritz, Feb. 13. 
Editor, Variety: 

In the midst of a rather strenu- 
ous business trip to Europe, Mrs. 
Peer and I came to Switzeriand for 
a few days holiday. We have. been 
in England, France, Spain (twice), 
Portugal, Italy and now Switzerland 
and will leave for Sweden, Norway, 
Copenhagen, Amsterdam, Brussels, 
London and finally a week in Ire- 
before returning to York 
March 25. 


1 could not resist the urge to tell 


New 


on 


vou about the widespread .use of 
VarigtTy in all of the countries we 
have visited. Naturally, wherever 


we have gone, we have talked to the 
orchestra leaders_and the principal 
producers of shows and films, The 
extent to which American pepular 





i, 





Band Reviews 


CARMEN CAVALLARO orc 
With Bob Allen, Gloria A ais 
Biltmore Hotel, N. Y. 


_ Carmen ‘Cavallaro’s coc 
shaker rhythms are stil] henna 
surefire boxoffice as there js jn the 
business, even with vitamins added 
as a result of theatre, ballroom and 
cross-country one - night date 

Formerly a_ straight hotel outfit 
Cavallaro’s band has put more 
muscles into the brass section but 
the new Sid Feller arrangement, 
still emerge as good, straight list : 
able. music. , ccd 
This is commercial stuff. but wit} 
an air, There's no reaching for trick 
effects, no triple-tongu: ing under x 








H (12) 





mute or singing song titles but un 
garnished, unaffected tunes With 
note lacework added by the mae 


| Stro’s precise keyboarding 
In addition to its three 


: eed, thre 
Orass, tnree 


strings and == thr 
rhythms, orchestra ha \ realists 
Gloria Stewart and Bob Allen ‘to 
carry the ballad load, Allen is no 
Stranger, dating as far back as Hal 


' 





music is heard is really amazing,| Kemp and recently seen with his 
perhaps due to the effort to please | OW" outfit in the New York area. 
the dollar-laden American soldier a a a shows to best effect in 
who, until recently, has completely yt a s midnight show, as her 
teat, Mp eaineneeniiedeaths Meseeialiae BA ) style gets over well. Allen 
dominated the amusement business. | js g little dreamy. Tommn 
It was surprising, though, to find the | ee ee ‘ 
same numbers used over here as in JERRY WALD ORCH (12) 
New York, and constant inquiry dis-;| Ciro’s, Hollyweod 
closed that the authority wa Something re in the 
VARI ciety music Ss being p eit h 
England is almost completely de- | ooh y —— a — hom er here 
pendent uvon American popular the "ae v1 weve = hs a. th ict of 
F \ sus Piano lead in the busi- 
music; there is little local produc-| ness man’s bounce music, Walad’e 
tion. In the other countrics, Ameri-| clarinet sets thé pace, with a strong 
can music is not important, com-| string bac,ground, vaguely similay 
pared to the local _ repertoire, | t the Artie Shaw musicrew of 1940, 
because of the language difference eens Sway from the Duchin. 
and other obvious factors, In spite | Wald pink etia Ahh ape oe, 
of the universal use of American 


foxtrots for dancing, one only needs 
to inquire about record sales or in- 
the to realize 
that the local repertoire is normally 


radio programs 


60°, to 80° of the popular music 
in use. 

The development of Southern 
Music, since the ending of the war, 
is really a miracle. We now have 
ictual subsidiary companies, wholly 
owned (except in Spain where we 
are in partnership with H.M.V.- 
Odeon Records) in Londen (three 
companies), Paris, Barcelona 
| (branch in Madrid), Milan (branch | 
in Rome), Zurich, Stockholm, Am- | 


The biggest hit in Europe, since 
July, 1945, was “Amor” both as to! 


sheet sales and as to performances. 
Since that date, Editions SEMI, our 
French company, has each semester 
the publisher of the selection 
most played in France according to 
SACEM figures. In Spain we have 
the only active publishing house; in 
Italy, we are tops or nearly so, both 
as to sales and as to performance, 


been 


Latin American music is even 
more popular on the Continent than 
in the United States. I haven't 
found a dance orchestra, in any 
country to play “Amor,” “Besame 
Mucho,” “Brazil,” “Always in my 


Heart,” “You Belong to My Heart” 
and “Tico Tico” (current hit),. Most 
of the lot have been published in 
Norway, Denmark, Austria, Czecho- 
Slovakia, Hungary, Rumania and 
Greece in addition to the countries 
where we have offices. 


Last year, we also established a 


company in. Australia so I now feel | 


that Southern is the first -great .in- 
ternational publishing - house. We 
have a branch office. in every im- 
portant country and outlets in every 
minor country. We publish popular 
music regularly in English, ‘Spanish, 
Portuguese, French, Dutch, Swedish, 
German and Italian. The basic prin- 
ciple is that each repertoire is use- 
ful in other countries thus giving 
the local company a’ measure of 
extra support. However, I started 
this letter to tell you about the im- 
pact of Vaniery; not Southern. 
Exchange difficulties and the low 
standard of living will; for many 
years, restrict. the use of American 
bands and acts and it is inevitable 
that the local amusement industries 


will flourish. This will be wonderful | 


for America as it furnishes a source 
of new talent and_ ideas. Probably 
little money. can be made in Europe 
and, if you. make, you can’t take it 
home! At the moment, . music . pub 
lishing is very much. in. the. dumps 
in most of these -countries. The 
after-war deflation has set in end. 
the contraction in buying. power has 
Slowed sales; just. as in the U. S. 
Everybody -is optimistic, however, 
and I am sure that conditions will 
soon level off. Ralph Peer, 





King Cole Trio’s first song release 
under leader’s own King Cole Pub- 
lishing banner is “Gimme 20 Nickels 
for a Dollar,” a debut effort by Don 
Wolfe and Buddy Brandt. 


a definite hypo that has been needed, 

Composed of five strings, includ. 
in’ a cello, two brass, four rhvthm 
and the Wald fronti outfit gears 
itself to memory tunes and modern 
schmaltz songs. Once the arrangers, 
sidemen and rhythm section work 
together a bit more the band should 
have no trouble swinging into the 
|} top tab rooms around the country, 
A switch. Huts. 
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FOR YOUR EASTER 
PROGRAM 


MILTON BERLE’S NOVELTY 


| WUV 
A WABBIT 


ALL MATERIAL READY 
PAULL-PIOQNEER MUSIC CORP 





wumZCu ACOOZPHAwH 


Live Booking Agency 
Willing. to merge with es- 
tablished talent office. 





All Answers in Strict Confidence 





Box 876, Variety 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19 
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With a 
wl Federal Filins Produc tion, Produced ty Bors Morros and William Le Baron, 
MARSHA HUNT ; Released thiu United vdrtish. Coon showing tn Cheales from coasl lo-coast 














WILLIAM PRINCE 
MARTHA O'DRISCOLL 


S=  & BEWARE MY HEART 


"EMILE BOREO | 

| : Recordings: Les Brown (Columbia), Jack Carroll (National), 

: andl jilaying Pe ae D bilega (Sonora), Nick DeLane (BY W), Del Casino (Manor), 

| ast aietene o voles ot a Del Courtney (Enterprise), Helen Forrest (MGA), Vaughn Monroe (belor), 
Tiotlight Lhree (Majestic), Margaret Whiting (Capitol ) " 


: REPT Le ae PP oe 


Ylords and must by Sam Coslow 









© Walter Damrosch 
7 Brune Wolter 
* Lily Pons 
+. Vatican Choir 
Gregor Pietigorahy. ce 
* Rise Stevens Q | | 
* Kewe A odzinshi . eo | 


f 
i : 


SOMETIME WE WILL - 
MEET AGAIN 


Based on Pchathowshys Violin Cortcerlo 
Words and muste by Wiliam Le Baron, Boris Monos and Gregory Stone 









































Ly BAS 7 burienlly 
| is 3 Bigger today than ever before! Sure-fire program hit! pe oa 
|. r , y ‘ t T Y Oh, Why, Oh Why, Did | Ever Leave: 7” 
4 words ond music by Gus Kohn, Horry Akst, Richord A. Whiting words ond music by Morey Amsterdam 
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Keynote Records closed Hollywood office and stilled Coast pressing 
plant....Roy Rogers, Page Cavanaugh Trio and Dennis Day wax for RCA- | 
Victor this’ week. ...Henry Morose, prez of Disco Records, St. Louis indie, 
in Hollywood prowling for oatune talent... Jane Powell signed by Colum- 
bia Records to disk “Alice In Wonderland” album. Ginger Rogers per- 
formed same chore for Decca last summer....Advance Records is newest 
outfit among host of Hollywood odd-labels. Jack Goldman heads firm, 
which will preem with four sides of Butch Stone....I[ke Carpenter’s new 
orchestra pacted for platters by Exclusive, which has dropped chirp Emma 
Lou Welch .Dave Shelley, Majestic Records’ new talent spotter, in Hol- 
lywood for recording sessions Sir Lancelot, Calypso chanter, inked for 
a shot in Mark Hellinger'’s “Brute Force.” 

Ed Wolpin, g.m. of Paramount and Famous 
Gotham office after fortnight Coast junket 
to cut album from score of Charles Chaplin 
doux” The Scamps, Kansas City quintet, signed by P 
Jefferson Music, in Hollywood confabbing with his 


forthcoming 
music companies, back in 
RCA-Victor talking a deal 
‘Monsieur Ver- 
Capitol waxery 


torthcommeg 


Redd Evans, prez of 

Coast rep, Les Reis Larry Taylor, g.m. of Martin Block music com- 
panies, visiting Hollywood A. B. Green, prexy of National Records, back 
“at New York "office after jaunt to Coast to line up new distrib Betty 
Hutton last week cut first two sides since her return to Capitol. label 


Charlie Craig quit as disk jockey contact for Capitol Records to become 
the first national promotion manager Exclusive ever has had. Dan Ander- 
son now handling Cap assignment Eddie Oliver orchestra pacted by 
Cross Country Records, another Hollywood indie. 

* 








MURRAY BAKER oF rossins 
SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM Clouds’ Disks on Martin, 


| FEEL Judy Despite Other Pacts 
A SONG Denes eee i prover £3 “ on 


. pany, composed of music from the 
COMIN OR forthcoming “Till the Clouds Roll 
By.” based on the life of Jeronfe 

a Kern, includes songs by Judy Gar- 
Music by e..6 land and Tony Martin, who are in 
JIMMY McHUGH | \;:.::. ; 
Martin are 


Since Miss Garland and 
ROBBINS 








Unique Deal Gives Metro 


com- 


under contract to Decca 
'Records and RCA-Victor exclu- 
sively, their inclusion in the album 
has launched much speculation dur- 
ing the past week or so. However, 
M-G-M’'s use of their voices is legiti- 
mate. 

















PARTNER 


It seems that both were under 

Active or Inactive |contract to Metro before their re- 
cording contracts with the rival 

Established Successful |diskers were’ written, Metro, the 


| parent film company has for some | 
jpreogg anticipated a recording subsidi- | 
ary, and when Miss Garland’s con- | 
| tenet with Decca was signed, for 

| example, it included a clause allow- 
ling the film company to use sound 
tracks of her 
This obtained only with 


Booking Agency 
Interested in Expansion 


All Repiies Confidential 


Box 354, Variety 0 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19 | sound tra 





a recording studio and make a sepa- 
rate record for anyone but Decca. 
That's why her 

















is in the album. 

Frank Sinatra could not be in- 
s ; 'cluded because his Columbia deal | 
| Ps -dated his Metro deal, and the 


clause could not be inserted in the 
| former, M-G-M asked permission of 
| Columbia last fall to use the sound 
| tracks of his songs from the picture 
{in the album, but the request was 
| denied. 

In addition to the “Clouds” album, 
|\M-G-M is releasing, four single 


OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 
disks, one by Jimmy Dorsey’s or- 
George Joy, Pres. recurs. another by Lauritz Mei- 


| ee a third by Kate Smith and a/ 


fourth by Sy Oliver’s orchestra. 


by Alstone-Drake-Shirl 








|where they 
'since 1930, and into newly purchased 


| Ed Wolpin, 


ple here can hardly be 


|request for a particular run on a 
voice for recording | 


| 
. | 
sound tracks; she could not step into | 


work and Martin’s | 

















| — BANDS THAT CLICK 
PLAY PHILLY’S “CLICK” 


“CLICK” GIVES ITS BANDS MORE: 
® Radio Shots (12 Network Shots PER WEEK!) 
© Newspaper and Radio Publicity 
® Advertising 
® Word of Mouth Promotion 
® Recording Plugs 


THAN ANY OTHER NAME BAND SPOT IN THE 
UNITED STATES! 


Ask these bands about CLICK—Louis Prima, Vaughn Mon- 
roe, Sammy Kaye, Gene Krupa, Frankie Carle, The Dor- 


seys, Tony Pastor, Hal Mcintyre, Blue Barron, Victor 
Lombardo, The Three Suns, and many others. 


Refer to: WALTER PALUMBO, CLICK 
Market Street at 16th 
About CLICKING AT THE “CLICK’’ 








Par-Famous Mustc Firms 


Move Off Hollywood Lot 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
music pub subsids, | 





Paramount's 


'Famous and Paramount companies, 


move off the studio lot next month, 'y 
have. been quartered | 


building. \r 

Shift was arranged last week by | y 
pubs’ general managers | ; 
on biz visit here from N. Y. 




















 A-Bomb Pic 


Continued from page 6 I 


4 
private } 








expect Metro or any other 


producer to show the individual 


Ben Barton Countersues 


Charles 


Barton 


‘Woody Herman 
To Work Solo 


Woody Herman has no inte 
reorganizing his orchestra, 
for the present. On M 
lumbia Records will re 
of a group of new re 
made which fe 


Chas. Ross in Breach Of 
Contract Action for 506 


Ben Barton, head of Barton Music, 
against 
Ross, professional 
nanager of his firm. Ross, now 
vith World and Republic Musie Cos., 
1ad previously begun an action vs. 


1as begun a= countersuit 





Ntion of 
at least 
arch 17, Co- 
lease the first 
cordings he has 
ature his voice Only, 


former 


Barton claiming breach of contract | backgrounded” by smal] musical 
and more than $20,000 he says Barton | groups of three and four alone 
owes him in unpaid salary and roy- | Some were made with the Pang 
alties. Cavanaugh Trio and others with 

Barton's countersuit also charges | Studio musicians. Initia] release te 


yrreach of contract. stipulating that 
luring the term of the contract Ross | 
iad failed to work “exclusively” for | . ent is not 
Papers do not state what |!"8 at theatre or other pre 


“There’s No Greate; Love” 
“Across the Alle, From th 
Herman for the pre 


and 
e Alamo.” 
aim. 
Sonal ap- 


horror that resulted from the drop- | Ross did that could be construed as | Pearances as a -soloist. He's being 
ping of the bomb scenes which are | failing to devote himself exclusively |SUbmitted for radio, hoy ever at a 
ivailable in official Government to Barton’s interests Damages of head of a variety show and w i a 
film but that would have been | $50.000 are asked. (tinue to make recording : 
one of the greatest ervices to Ross left Barton about Jan. 1. He 

humanity that the picture could | had a contract for two years with RCA’ F 

have offered. Since the United a year’s option which could be can- S acelift 

States never suffered even the celled by “proper” notice RCA - Victor’s downto _ —_ 


damage of an ordinary bomb, peo- 
expected to 
realize the dreadful effects. ol 
atomic fission.” 


While the 


Tune-Swap Effected 


York studios - rill rm 
closed completed for the next few 
weeks pet ding the completion of 
moderni 


recording 


ration work 





scientific aspects of the In Oscar Mix- Up Whatever recording RCA has co, 
development of the bomb a hown ing up will be done } the Le 
I l ( é il pro it 000 Feb. 2 Club, New York, tu \ 
fro } oO} é ert > aA if nim »f It ne a emel cK } , we 
I ere ie Ke 0 Lne¢ Osca Derb : ulted ihe ibst used ll tne D ) Vict | 
1 ) “T ‘ant 3 yi? | 1] You.” 1 : 
manner the were pictured oa . : sp Be in to Tell he Beneke cuts an album there ne 
makes scientists pretty queer fel- chen u * 20th-F ep tte rhe week 
lows.” remarked Dr. Goldsmith Dolly Sisters fol ‘This Is Always, Le - “ 
Whil ;, t] which was disqualified last week. 
Whe admitting le necessity oO . ifaes 
‘lamorizing and dramatizing scien- Other nominees are “All Through f 
4 2 aires Pete na the Day,” from “Centennial Sum- 
tists to add interest to the film, Dr. aie” 20th-Fox: “Ole Buttermilk TOP HITS OF YESTERDAY 
7. . te . t i 
Feld thought it showed the experi- \Sky” from “Canyon Pass " Uni 
: ; { ( assage, 1i- —— 
ments being done in such a hap- | vical: “Eatin At higie. Topeka . 
| versal: Ate aka | 
azard way th: ey we in’t have } : es 9 wr. 
h ee bata ¥ at = . a ; of fand Santa Fe,” from “The Harvey iH R E a T P 0 P ) L 4 R 
gotten very fat 1e glossiness 


the equipment, the bustle in the 
labs and the flashing light 
weren't there—annoyed the experts, 
who opined: “It’s high time that | 
Hollywood got away from the stock 
version of scientists.” 


20th Bids 


Continued from page 7 jae | 
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picture. Any film asked for by an | 
sequently, will be offered for bid- 
ding to all exhibs in that situation. 
Skouras and the homeoffice legal | 
staff are huddling this week on 
| whether to appeal the decree but, | 
|aceording to company spokesmen, | 
| 20th probably will not appeal be- | 
' cause the Government is almost cer- | 
tain to take the case to the Supreme 
| Court. Skouras, Connors and thé 
legal staff, in translatifig the legal 
language of the decree to the sales- 
men at last week’s meet, attempted 
to clear up all obscure points and 
emphasized the need for strict com- 
pliance with all decree provisos. 
Skouras also told the salesmen the 
results of his recent huddles with 
studio production chiefs on the Coast, | 
| Company will continue its policy, he | 
| said, of attempting to buy as many | 
i bestsellers as possible and will also | 
poses to turn out the documen- ' 
tary-type features, such as “House 
on 92d Street.” “13 Rue Madeleine,” 
etc. Skouras declared that the over- | 
all budget for the company’s 1947 
product remained at $45,000,000 but 
that the budget for each individual 
picture would be kept flexible. 














Rep’s Inventory 


——— Continued from page 7 eee | 











}caused increased production costs. 
| Yates said. Additionally, settlement 
|of disputes and contract negotiations | 
| with studio unions resulted in ob- | 
|ligations for substantial retroactive 
wage payments—in Republic’s case | 
,amounting to $1,400,000 during the | 
-48-week period. 


Trucolor to Expand 
Republic has temporarily shelved | 
|plans to raise added permanent 
{capital because of “adverse condi- | 
|tions generally prevailing in the | 
Securities market since last July,’ 
| eenpeny prexy said. Further bank- | 
|rolling is necessary because of ex- | 
| pansion of biz, particularly in fie Id | 
|of coler where company has stressed 
development of Trucolor, Yates con- 
| tinued. Company has slated 24 tinted 
| films during 1946-47 season and is 
| installing equipment with objective | 
|}of reaching capacity of 100,000,000 | 
| feet of Trucolor film annually. | 
Film rentals totalled $24,315,593 
|during the 48-week stretch and op- | 
| erating profits were $1,895,744. Cash | 
| holdings amounted to $607,043; total | 
|current assets, $18,595.003; and the 








|sum-total of fixed and current as- 
‘sets, $22,967,404, | 


Girls,” Metro, and 


ing Back Like 
which Skies.” 


No B.O. Ashes in Welk’s | 


| Manager booked Lawrence Welk or- , 
| chestra for the day: 


irecord with a one-day gross of $3,- | 


i; the 400 Club, St. 


“You Keep Com- 
a Song.” from “Blue 
Parame int. 


STANDARDS TODAY 








From the Charles R. Rogers Production ‘ast 
“THE FABULOUS DORSEYS" 


AT 
SUNDOWN 





Ash-Wednesday One-Niter | 
Chicago, Feb. 25. 
Old buga-boo of Ash Wednesday 
for theatrical biz was dispelled this 
week at Rialto theatre, Joliet, Ill. 


then, remember- 


ing that 75% of population was 





Catholic, tried to switch bookings. | | 
He couldn't. i Words and music by 
Welk broke an 18-year house | © 


Walter Donaldson ; | 


864. Previous record was made on a | 
Sunday. 


Jones Okay i in Minn. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 
Returning here after only a three 
month interval, Spike Jones’ “Music 
Depreciation Revue” grossed $8,000 
at $3.60 top in the 9,500-seat Audi- 





The Newest, Fastest Growing 
Revival Hit! 


SUGAR 


Werds by Sidney Mitchell ond 
Edna Alexander 











torium. First engagement had |; td Pinkerd 
brought in huge $12,000. That top| {*% Music by 
price apparently helped cut the 
gross. 
In St. Paul, at 2,800-seat Audi- For new 


torium theatre, also at $3.60 top, 
Jones pulled a good $4,200 for one 
night. 


arrangements 


gall KORNHEISER, 





Sliclaleleiae mmm =. 
The Big 3 
New 


Gypsy Rose Lee has been set for 


: : Fela’ 
Louis, starting * 








March 7. 


















The Dark Angel of the Violin 


EDDIE SOUTH 


TRIO 
NOW 6TH WEEK 


BRASS RAIL, Chicago. 


INDEFINITELY 
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VE MANA 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 
22 54 W 
Chicago 


EDDIE CONDON 


GrH CONCERT—Gtn SEASON—SATURDAY, MAR | aT 5:30 
Town Hal PRESENTING A TYPICAL AMERICONDON 


GROUP OF FAMOUS JAZZ ARTISTS 


745 Fifth A 


v é w 
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elznick 





ramer, Grant and Schwartz in 
a York handing-phones back and 
forth, words were spoken and pa- 
pers handed over on both coasts sig- 
nalizing the end of a battle that 
started almost as soon as Selznick 
came into the company six years 
ago. 

Board, immediately after the pa- 
pers were signed, accepted the res- 
ignation of the Selznick directors 
Kramer, Henry Marx and Phillip 
siff, Elected then were Grant for 
Miss Pickford and Schwartz for 
Chaplin, giving each of the owners 
four directors in place of the three 
each of the three stockholders pre- 
viously had, and leaving the ninth 
place vacant. 

$1,700,000 Involved 


Total amount 
the settlement 


of coin involved in 


was $2,000,000, 


"S UA 


=== CONtinued from page 3 





but | 


$300,000 of that was Selznick’s own | 


money in escrow, which he got out 


in return for giving up his claim to 
the stock. That left the actual 
amount involved as _ $1,700,000. 


Check for $164,000 was handed over | 


to Kramer at the Friday night 
sion and cancellation 
the following 
$1,536,000: 

$800,000 
nick 


amounts, totalling 
Se 1z- 


loans as 


advanced to 


production 


sum 
by UA in 


Ses- | 
agreed to of | 








Away,” “Spellbound” and reissue of 
“Rebecca.” 
Both Sides Elated 
Both sides expressed themselves 
as elated over the settlement. 
Chaplin and Miss Pickford 


were 
particularly pleased because they 
feel that they can now start the 


company off on a new footing (see 
story herewith). 
$1,700,000 price for getting the stock 
back very reasonable, since Selznick 
himself a few months ago offered 
them $5,000,000 each for their shares 


provided for in the agreement by | $800,000 gross and 10% beyond that. 
which he was to come into the com- Since actual distribution cost runs 


pany. 
$150,000—interest on above loan. 
$342,000—advances by UA for ad- | 
vertising on “Duel,” including bills | 


$10,000,060 or more, which Selznick 


paid to Foote, Cone & Belding, press | expects. 


books, etc. 
$144.000—advances for payroll | 
purposes to Selznick 
abroad, 
$100,000—personal loan to Selz- 
nick. 


_ At Selznick’s request, UA will go 
on distributing his four pictures 
which it now has in release, al- 


| 


| of 





Selznick forces, on the other hand, 
were elated over success of their 


more of a fight on terms. 
They were pleased over cancellation 
the debts, the $464,000 in cash 
they received from the payoff and 
escrow coin, and the freedom from 
UA entanglements and threats. Le- 


They consider the | 


Symph Debut 


Bridgeport, Feb. : 25. 


phony is skedded tomorrow (26) at 
Klein Memorial, after plenty of la- 
bor pains, 

Hurried organization of orchestra, 
to be batoned by Daniel Saidenberg, 
|has already resulted in cancellation 
of repeat concert Thursday in Stam- 
ford, which was to pair with Bridge- 
port as subscription cities. Stamford 
advance sd indicated a complete 
| flop. 








Pirating War 


and Al Lichiman last year offered | 
$4,000,000. 
Furthermore. it was pointed out, | tween ef 
the $950,000 representing produc- | *9 
tion loan and interest, was repay- | 
able on a contingent basis, provid- | 
ing the first five Selznick films (in- | Cleve Symphs 
cluding “Duel in the Sun”) showed | ' 
an overall profit. That wil , " 95 
pretty none on sepeeie of “Duel” | Pirati , Seeneee, Sue: Se 
Likewise, Chaplin and Miss Pick-| various ton mame bay owtheste 
ford would be faced with tremen- various top name pop orchestra | 
; ‘ leaders has been a sore point for 
dous legal fees in fighting the Selz- | years, especially during the war, 
nick battle, which included a $13,- | when good instrumentalists were 
500,000 suit against them. iscarce. Last week, the Cleveland and 
Lastly, they figure that they'll | Detroit Symphony Orchestras were 
save much money by not releasing uniquely involved in a_= similar 
“Duel” and up to five other Selznick | hassle, over whether Cleveland had 
pix which they were committed to “pirated” Joseph Gingold, the latter’ 
distribute at a fee of 25% up toj/concertmaster, from the Detroit 
| group. 
| It seems that George Szell. con- 
around 20-21%, they figured it!ductor of the Cleveland Symph, 
| would cost the company heavily if |spent some time in Detroit recently 
“Duel” should achieve grosses of |and came away with Gingold. This 


|}prompted Karl Krueger, Detroit con- 
;}ductor, and Henry Reichhold, presi- 
ident of the Detroit outfit, to scream 
laccusations of unethical conduct at 


employees | settelment offer, apparently antici- 'Szell, Latter ridicules their attitude. 
| pating 


who 
Sym- 
raid the 
He wants 
trumpet; 
clarinet, and 


Artur Rodzinski, 
|will take over the Chicago 
phony, is busy trying to 
iCleveland organization. 
Louis Davidson, first 
|Robert McGinnis, first 


| Meantime, 


though Selznick reserves the option | gal position of both sides was con- | Phillip Farkas, first French horn, to 
of taking any or all of the films | gidered by neutral attorneys to be |join him in Chicago. All three have 


away from UA at any time, coun- | tenuous, 


try by country or in any other man- 
ner. UA will open up no new coun- 


leased. 
France. Films involved are “I'll Be 
Seeing You,” “Since You Went 


which apparently made 
peoy pleased at not having to fight 


out the balttle in court, although the | 
tries where pic has not yet been re- | Selanickites 


seemed to be under 


This applies principally to | considerably more pressure from a 


led 


| weneety of other sources which 
directly to the settlement. 


| declined. 
| 


| Pleas Mil satiacteaibicmnitins 


Mose Gumble's latest standard re- 
| vival chore is “April Showers,” by 


Buddy 


petus by “The Jolson Story.” 


Birth of new Connecticut Sym- | 


de Sylva and Louis Silvers 
| (Harms), which was given new im- 








JACK HYLTON BECOMES 
LONDON RESTAURATEU 


London, Feb. 29. 
has gone into the 
He has just acquired 
the Hotel Splendide 
| Piccadilly, from the Portland Cement 


Jack Hylton 


restaurant 


D1Z, 
7) 7 ] . S 
1 ioOng lease on 


}Co., owners of the property Spot 
vas used as an officers’ club during 

| the war. Understood deal involves 
ver $100.000 

| Hylton has already succeeded in 
getting a license and expects shortl 


y 
Ministry 
repairs, 


to get permission from the 


lof Works’to do extensive 

Rico Dajou, who was responsible 
for the opening of the Bagatelle, one 
of the most prosperous restaurants 
in the West End, will be Hylton’s 
associate, and will be in charge when 
restaurant opens around early Sep- 


tember, although former English 
maestro has not quite decided 
vhether he should operate it as a 
public or club restaurant 





Continued from 








reeves mo page 3 esteem 
determination. He would be backed 
by the power of injunction.” 


Sorrell’s Pitch te Pres. Truman 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


Herbert K. Sorrell, on behalf of 
the Conference of Studio Unions, 
yesterday (Mon.) wired President 


| Truman and the Senate Labor Com- 
| mittee asking them to aid in ending 
the five-month-old studio labor dis- 


pute. President Truman is asked 
to attempt conciliation while the 
labor committee is asked to give 


|“close scrutiny of this lockout.” 

' . 
Donald M. Nelson Was named in 

wires from Sorrell to Truman and 

the Senate group as an expert wit- 

ness in any hearing that might be 


GI ‘Tastes’ Indelible Impression On 
British Stressed in Robbins Order 


@ Robbins 


Music in New York re- 
| ceived an order last week for music 
|from Francis, Day & Hunter, London 
publisher, which indicates that the 
V-Disks, live broadcasts, and other 
ltastes of U. S. GI's in England dur- 
{ing the war had quite an effect on 
English music-buyers. Firm drew an 
order for more than 12,000 copies of 


instrumental solos by various i: 
nusicians, different methods of vari- 
ous outstanding U. S. musicians 
folios, orchestrations, etc. 

Order is claimed to be five times 
the e of anything Robbins ever 
got before from an overseas com- 
jpany. It includes maierial by Stan 
Kenton, whose recordings, inciden- 
tally, have not been widely circu- 


lated in England except on V-Disks, 
solo pieces by Benny Goodman, Gene 
Krupa, Jimmy Dorsey, plus com- 
paratively obscure musicians to the 
general public as Jimmy Hamilton, 
clarinetist with Duke’ Ellington's 


} 


orchestra 

Robbins feels that the great short- 
of paper in E 
‘ents printing of music of the 
type in quantity, may have contrib- 
uted to the order, but the main rea- 
son seems to be the impatt of GI 


tastes 


age ngland, which pre- 


adove 


‘Glen Island Casino Mulls 
Full Weeks Year Round 


Glen Island Casino, which reopens 
May 
ment, may go into year ‘round full- 


15 under Shep Fields’ manage- 


week operation with name bands, as 
policy of full 
ummer only, nar- 
rowing to weekends during the 
Final decision, of course, 
will be based on what happens dur- 
ing the coming summer, 

| Fields has bought Tex Beneke, 
|'who launches the Casino under 
'Fields May 15. Beneke is in for 


against its former 
weeks during the 


winter, 


asked by the President or Congress. |two weeks only. 
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STYLED BY 


IONEL HAMPTO 


King of the Vibes 


COMPLETE WITH ORIGINAL SOLOS 


TEMPO’S BOOGIE 
BEULAH’S BOOGIE 

TWO FINGER BOOGIE 
HAMP’S WALKING BOOGIE 
RID‘N THE L. & N. 
ROBBIN’S IN YOUR HAIR 
THE PENCIL BROKE 
TEMPO’S BIRTHDAY 


MILTON BUCKNER’S PIANO STYLES 
HAMPTON’S SWING DRUM METHOD 
HAMPTON’S VIBE SYSTEM 


Order Now from Your Dealer or Direct from 


SWING & TEMPO 
MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., INC. 


1585 Broadway, New York 19 — Suite 312 


* 


+ + £ £ + HF HF HF HF FH 


Present 





e" QRCHE STRAT/ONe 


SCORED BY THE NATION’S TOP-FLIGHT ARRANGERS FOR ANY NUMBER OF INSTRUMENTS, 
EVERY TUNE A POPULAR FAVORITE ... AS FEATURED BY AMERICA’S GREATEST BANDS... 


TWO GREAT MODERNS 


DIZZY GILLESPIE 


ERROLL GARNER 


/ NEW SMART SIMPLE 
ODE TO A WOOD NYMPH 


LAME BRAIN 


THINGS TO COME 

OOP BOP SH BAM 

ONE BASS HIT 

ERROLL GARNER’S PIANO FOLIO 


SOLE SELLING AGENTS 


SENTINEL MUSIC CO. 
1585 Broadway, New York 19 — Suite 312 
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nd Ad . ° congregated at ped bar a at various 
tables, rarely er e regulars, 
N. Y. Minor Bistros Retain Trade With |i: 


Low Prices, Modestly Budgeted Shows 


Operators of some minor bistros 
are continuing to accumulate profit- 
making 
cent business slump, merely by con- 
tinuing to angle their operation to 
specific groups. Imasmuch as the 
small-seaters and off-Broadway spots 
can’t afford the huge salaries of tal- 
ent that will draw, bonifaces of 
lesser spots, by stressing price or a 
different type of entertainment are 
able to hold their own with less 
headaches than many who run ornate 
and high budgeted spots. 


In many cases, the difference be- 


tween visiting the minor bistros and | 


the larger spots may be the size of 


the check, or entertainment of a 
different type. 

Of the three different types of 
operation under’ discussion, the 


closest resemblance to the Broadway 
type of mass operation is the Bal 
Tabarin, situated virtually on _ the 
doorstep of the Diamond Horseshoe. 
But this spot is always able to attract 
a healthy dinner trade with French 
cuisine starting at $1.25 and for a 
little more than $3 comes a filet 
mignon repast. Spot undercuts many 
a straight restaurant on the menu. 

Withal, the entertainment aspects 
aren't neglected. The Gallic at- 
mosphere of the decor is matched 
by a line of can-can gals and a 
format familiar to cafegoers is fol- 
lowed to the end of the show. It’s 
for the occasional diner-outer who 
want a change of pace of entertain- 
ment with meals. 

The low budgeted items at the 
cafe include Shavo Sherman, who’s 
played cafes and vauders for years. 
His impersonations are well-received 
and his characterizations are top 
drawer. The Ted Lewis, Durante 


‘rosses even during the re- | 


and Groucho Marx impressions get 
top results. 

Others on the bill include Dave 
| Collier, singer, and Loretta Miller, 
| Control dancer, both New Acts. | 
| Another type midtown operation 
jis that of the Sawdust Trail, where 
ithe old-time saloon atmosphere pre- 
| vails. The customer makes his en- 
‘trance wading in sawdust, has the 
choice of standing at the long bar or 
sitting down at the tables where a 
50 cent couvert is slapped on. The 
turnover is fast’ and consequently, 
'owner attorney J. M. Goddard really 
makes out. 4 
remember Jimmy Dwyer, who until 
sometime ago fronted the jernt. 
There's no change in mode of opera- 
tion here, but a profound change has 
been affected in Dwyer’s life. He's 
now running a chain of beauty par- 
lors in Florida. Quite a switch. 

It's the old-timey atmosphere 
i that’s the lure here. The entertain- 
ment is by a series of soubrets and 
singing waiters. With a few beers 
|under one’s belt a good time is had 
| by all. The big item of interest here 


But they stili rely on floorshows. 
In the instance caught, Leo Fuld’s 
cafe unit “Fun for Your Money 
caught with a 12-day layoff between 
the Romany Room, Washington, and 





Colisimo’s, Chicago, stepped in to 
keep the time from being a total 
loss. Their unit, as shown here, is 
very much abbreviated, They usually 
carry a girl singer in the entourage, 
but that's out for this run, 


The unit has a crew of expert 
funnymen including Joey Faye, 
| who's done everything from. legit 


Oldtimers on the street | 


shows to burlesque, and who knows 
how to get a yock out of the audi- 
ence. The other comics include 
Irving Benson, Jack Mann, Milt Moss, 
and Fuld, whose forte is a full tenor 
voice, but he also chips in with the 
comic chores. Their pieces include 
the familiar maize fattened bits com- 


| prising “Flugle Street,” a prize-fight 


|} It’s 


scene, and the movie stand-in piece. 
All skits are expertly done for a full 
quota of laughs. 

Spot also has a ritualistic dance 
team, Ramon and Conchita, of whom 
the less said the better. 


recalled that in 


many clubs, 


| there's usually a group of youngsters 
| who hang around the dance band. 


| The Club 66 has an all-femme orch | 


is the Australian import Bery! Bevan | 


| (New Acts), a singer of interest. 

| However, as far as atmosphere is 
' concerned, it’s the waiters who really 
provide the money’s worth. One 
seen meticulously serving 
drinks, and then taking the ashtray 
iand dumping it on the floor. That 
land their turn at the mike makes for 
'a series of eyebrow raisers. 

| For another type operation, the 
| Club 66 is something to be observed. 
That spot frequently gets standard 
acts who want to break in material. 
But this Village hideaway is really 
for the gapers from uptown: Lure 


was 


for the late crowd is the crowd of | 
They’re | 


'mannishly dressed femmes. 








a 








STATE, NEW YORK 


PAUL SYDELL starts on a 
cute note. with terrier act. 
This vet hound handler puts 
his pooches through a run 
of acro antics for usual 
heavy returns.—VARIETY, 
1946. 


GLASS HAT, NEW YORK 


PAUL SYDELL and Susie... 
Susie is only a dog .. . BUT 
DON'T MISS SUSIE! 
—GENE KNIGHT, 
JOURNAL-AMERICAN, 
1947 





COPACABANA 
MIAMI BEACH 


PAUL SYDELL, with a won- 
deriul dog act, one of the 
performers on the smooth, 
fast Benny Davis bill. Very 
entertaining. —LEE MOR- 
TIMER, N. Y. DAILY MIR- 
ROR, 1947. 


COPACABANA 
MIAMI BEACH 


PAUL SYDELL, his fox 
terriers and the spring- 
snapped chihuahua cap- 
ture the attention and the 
hearts of the Copa pa- 
irons. I noticed TED LEWIS 
watching their antics and 
remorkeble balance feats 
with eager eyes ... AND 
HE'S SEEN ‘EM ALL! 
-—DOROTHY RAYMER, 


MIAMI DAILY NEWS, 
1947 








Ladies and Gentlemen of the Press 


.. Shanks 


CHICAGO THEATRE 
CHICAGO 


PAUL SYDELL goes thru his 
standard canine balancing 
and ballroom terping with 
terriers. He has a new 
closing dog, a diminutive 
brown and white to break 
his usual black and white 
canine string, that brings 
yocks with its unexpected 
ferocity and unwillingness 
to work. Contrast to the 
usually well-disciplined Sy- 
dell pups IS GOOD COM- 
EDY MATERIAL. 

~ —BILLBOARD, 1946 





CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


PAUL SYDELL and mutt 
produce more entertain- 
ment value than a lot of 
bigger animal acts. Sy- 
dell’s cat chaser is highly 
trained and the man uses 
him daringly. Bow-wow 
does balances, stands and 
lifts and audience loves it. 

—BILLBOARD, 1946 


COLONIAL INN 
HALLANDALE, FLORIDA 


PAUL SYDELL HAS NO 
PEER AS A DOG TRAINER, 
and this act got one of the 
best hands of the evening. 
Pups are almost human in 
their understanding and 
tricks. 

—BILLBOARD, 1946 








PAUL SYDELL 


MANAGEMENT — HARRY BESTRY 


' batoned by Evelyn Downs. Jose. 





Iridium Room. N. Y. 


(HOTEL ST. REGIS) 





Ty. . of Tet? 
“ice Pictorials 


Sstarrin 

| Lynne, with John Brett, Sally 
pley, Marion-Lulling, Barbara John- 
son, Sharlee Munster, Patrick Kazda; 
directed by Mack Davis; dances, John 
Brett; Costumes, Jac Lewis (Follies 
Costume Co.); Paul Sparr & Thee- 
dora Orchs; $3.50 minimum. 


In a four-part, multi-sequenced 
ice revue, this new show ‘in the class 
St. nal Iridium Room packs plenty 
of wallop and a wealth of entertain- 
|ment into less than a half hour. 
| Starring Carol Lynne, a personable 
skater - ballerina, her individual 
showmanship is parred by a capable 
| corps Of featured skaters of whom 
John Brett (who staged the dances) 
is foremost. With Patrick Kazda, 
and a quartet of skating lookers in 
Sally Templey, Marion Lulling, Bar- 
| bara Johnson and Sharlee Munster, 
|; the revue opens with an imagina- 
|tive western fantasy, “Twilight 
| Trail,” all in the Gene Autry idiom 
as the corps does “Cow-Cow Boogie”; 
Kazda and Brett have specialties in 
“On the Lonesome Trail” and “Rag- 
| time Cowboy Joe,” interspersed with 
|Home On the Range” and some 
lasso business. 
| This gives way to Miss Lynne’s solo 
| specialty with Debussy’s “Clair de 
| Lune”; next an excellent American 
| eee ballet to Rodgers & Hart's 
|“Slaughter on 10th Avenue,” where 
| Miss Lynne again scintillates, The 
toffs versus the toughs are color- 


| sextet does its stuff. 


| “Mardi Gras” is a gay and colorful 
finale, Miss Templey and Miss Luling 
opening with a cakewalk; a gay New 


, ensemble; Brett and Kazda with a 


,torrid “St. Louis Blues”; 
| Lynne’s “Gal in Calico” solo: and 
|finally the “Swanee” 


cidentally, 
Mack Davis’ production debut since 
he broke away from MCA, which 
heretofore handled this booking, 


Per usual Paul Sparr gives out 


| dansapation, and Theodora at the 
| Hammond organ, with her quartet of 
| assistants. mixes in the Latin and 
| waltz gets. In face of Lent. the 
weather, etc.. maitre d’ Jean at the 
door finds himself booked solid, fre- 
quently closing the Friday-Saturday 
reservations midweek. Considering 
the $3.50-$4.50 average dinner.’ for 
instance, it’s obvious why business 
Is SO good; it marks one of the best 
dinner-divertissement values any- 
where. Abel. 


EI Moreceo. Mont’! 


Montreal, Feb. 20. 
Barbary Coast Boys (2) with 
Olive Boyd; Loria Leland, Howard 
Slavin, Line (6), Al Grant's Orch 
(11), Rhumba Quintet $1.50 min. 


One thing about the Barbary Coast- 
ers—they don’t spare the horses 
when it comes to giving out with the 
entertainment, lusty as it is. Duo 
have added Olive Boyd to the act 
for socko results. It’s still much the 
same stint, ‘though, with the leud 
and bawdy humor slipping into the 
indigo now and again. Miss Bovd. 
hefty gal with nifty pipes, gives out 
in Sophie Tucker style for solid re- 
sponse. Trio have to beg off after 
45 minutes on the floor. 


some show-people takeoffs ranging 
from fair to clicko—best of the lat- 
ter being his Cary Grant bit. Guy 
has good personality and salesman- 
ship but material needs sprucing. 
Tapster Loria Leland tries hard 
but her only so-so 
come off as well as it should. 
tines are standard and salesmanship 
weak. 
Line contribs some 


niftily cos- 








' oor crowded. Biz okay. —Laza. 





Carol | 


| 
Tem- | 


Orleans conceit featuring the entire | 
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Wedgwoed Room, N. Y. 
HOTEL WALDORF-ASTORIA) 
ane Pickens, Russel! Swann (3), 

Emil Coleman Orch, Mischa Borr 

Orch; $2 couvert 
Prolonged use of 2 single enter- 

tainer in the class Wedgw room 

of the Waldort- sstoria has, perhaps, 


accustomed the patronage to a single | 


sparkler. Two minor constellations 
don’t show up as well here. But 
withal, the Lucius Boomer hastet 
maintains its entertainment stand- 
ards with the simultaneous run of 


|Jane Pickens and Russell Swann, 


both repeaters in this room, and 
both competent performers. _ 
In the case of Miss Pickens, 


she has appeared to better advan- 
tage. Initial impression as she makes 
her entrance indicates that, her 
coutouriering has given her a bely- 
ing matronly look, and going into an 
inapproporate opening number, “The 


|Whole World is Singing My Song” 


she has a rough time getting 
the minor setbacks 
Miss Pickens, at the opening per- 


past 


'formance rode a crest of a person- 


| The 


ality rather than a vocal exhibition. 
mirror routine in which she 


picks up reflections of individual 


|'customers is a cute gimmick, while 


“Jericho” and her session at the 
piano depend upon her essential 
southern charm rather than solid 


pipings. She hit some difficulty with 
the low registers and, on occasion, 
had to extend herself to hit the top 
pitches, 

However, Miss Pickens has a way 
with the Wedgwood audiences and 
crowd brought her back for several 
encores, despite the fact that she 
didn’t register at her best. 

Swann is one of the top magico 
ribbers. By not taking himself or 
his tricks too seriously, he injects a 
comedic note that provides a solid 
session of amusement. His kidding 
line of gab is by far the more im- 
portant item. His audience asides 
and remarks to his two comely as- 
sistants produce the desired effect 
on the house. Topper is his guil- 
lotine trick—a bit too grisly for the 
polite Wedgwood audiences, but 
nonetheless laugh producing. Jose. 


Zanzibar. N. Y. 


Mills Bros. (5), Ida James, Apus & | 


Estrellita, Pee Wee Marquette, Eddie 
Heywood Orch, Doel Dickens Orch: 
min. $2.50 weekdays, 
days. 

With the sepia entertatnment at 
the old Zanzibar on Broadway show- 
ing signs of fading, boniface Carl 
Erbe recently switched over to a 





| operation. 
last week in a nicely-decorated base- | 
ment that, aside from a short stand | 





| fully costumed and presented, as the | Quarter and the assortment of other 
| 5th and double-5th avenue mixed | clubs that 


' 
| 


i 
| 
| 


new policy and relabeled the spot 
Vanity Fair, while moving the Zan- 
zibar tag and all-colored shows 
across the street to a less expensive 
The latter boite lighted 


recently as the Ole South. had 
served as a storeroom for the Latin 
it. 


preceded Some 25 


years ago it was the famed Moulin | 


Rouge. 

Erbe has done a rather good job 
of dressing the joint at what looks 
like extremely low cost. It's cer- 


| tainly not a plush job, but on Broad- 
Miss | “4y that shouldn't make too much 


difference. Spot's major difficulty 


fast-finish, | iS that it requires the aid of a St. 
Withal a tiptop ice revue which, in- | Bernard dog to find it, since it has 
marks agent-impresario | @ small entrance and very limited 


space or billing itself or the show. 


Mills Bros., oftime repeaters 


_the old Zanzibar, top the new lay- 


| out, 


|; with a surefire brand of “society” | 
| 


) which runs about 50 minutes. 
Fivesome is a sock standard turn 
which combines carefully worked- 
out vocal arrangements with a cas- 
ualness of manner that sells them 
well. Bill also includes Ida James, 


| who’s a sort of a sepia Bonnie Baker 


and is pleasantly effective in an as- 


| sortment of novelties. 


Comedy is the shortcoming of the 
show, with Apus & Estrellita, Har- 


\ the imports, unfortunately assigned 


Howard Slavin registers nicely in | 


terping doesn't | 
Rou- | 


, tumed and nicely routined numbers. | 
| Al Grant's orch does okay on show | 
| backing and Rhumba Quintet keeps | 


hat end. There's much making with 


$3.50 Satur- | 


at | 


ee, 


but neither 
‘tired gags, 


the talk and the pipes, 
the slapstick, -costumes, 
nor the adaptations of po 
selling power. 

to the entertainment 


Strong h 
layout is Radie Heywood and his ji 
.crew, whose ultra-sophisticated on 
chestrations rate at the top of the 


offbeat genre. Relieving Heywona 
group is Doel Dickens’ aggregating 
likewise okay. — Herb, ° 





Brook Club, Miami 


. Miami Beach, Feb 
Gracie Fields, Jules Lande One 
(7); Prix Fixe Dinner, $10. 





This swank spot has 


of necessj 
always operated for Cosity 


a limited num. 





ber of weeks. Policy has been top 
cuisine with a few selected acts 
presented to draw the 


moneyed 


clientele which patronizes the room 


When an attraction such as Granj 
Fields is booked ~ ry peed ~ 
4 ’ nN be- 
comes packed with a complete cross 
section of the type of patron the ops 
seek. Fitting the intimate ; 
like a glove, and with the re: erva- 
tion list reading like a blue book 
lineup, the English comedienne turns 
in a 70-minute stint and has them 
pounding for more, joining her in 
song and refusing to let her off. In 
all Miss Fields does 15 numbers, in. 
terspersed with a smart collection 
of stories. 

It was obvious that she is a potent 
lure for the class trade in this area. 
She didn’t let them down, either 
with her mixture of British and 
Yankee tines She'll continue te 
draw them in during 10-day 
stay. : 

Toppers in her stint 
Awfulness, the Sinfulness, 
edness of Men,” “Little Boy's 
Prayer,” the satire on “My Hero” 
with the cartwheels included, 
“Pedro, the Fisherman.” “Biggest 
Aspidistra in the World” and the 
“Farewell Song.” There were 
plenty others, all of them clicking 


Setiineg 
o 


he: 


were ‘The 


the Wick. 


and many requested by the audi- 
ence. Despite the fact that Miss 
Fields had been on for more than 


an hour, they kept calling for more, 
with a begoff talk finally getting her 
off. 

Jules Lande and his unit do okay 
on the accomps and for the dance 
sessions. Lary. 


Colonial Inn 
(HALLENDALE, FLA.) 

Hallendale, Fla., Feb. 22. 
Carmen Miranda, Joe E. Lewis 
with Austin Mack, Raoul & Eva 
|Reyes, Miriam LaVelle, Beatrice 
Kraft Dancers (3), Kent Edwards, 
Ray Malone, Betty Heather, Line 
(16), Harry Cool Orch. Dacita Orch; 
produced by George Woods. staged 
by Lew Kessler, production songs by 
George Forrest and Robert Wright; 
| min. $7;50-$10. 





Carmen Miranda, making her first 
nitery appearance in years. prob- 
ably wishes she hadn't. For, despite 
her top dough payoff the producers 
of the Colonial Inn productions have 
chosen to let her go on and work 
as though she were an unknown or 
medium name: simply giving her a 
hand mike in an early spot in the 
show, an accompanist and a bure 
stage in an oversized room that cried 
for a production number in which 
to present her talents properly, with 
a resulting stint that brought her 
linto “just - another - Latin - lassie 
| status. 

The Brazilian personality essayed 
‘only five numbers opening nicht. 
Obviously unhappy, she purveyed 
the airs associated with her pix. 
Her biz with the ringsiders was of 
the giggle-making variety, but most 
of it was lost in the far reaches of 
the big room. It was obvious. too, 
that she felt the lack of the bacs- 
grounding she has become acc'!s- 
tomed to in pix and stage prescntas 
tions. In a smaller room she would 
have made that dynamic personality 
felt. Here, it is lost. What she 
(Continued on page 54) 
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AFTER MARCH 15th 
We Will Be Filming at the 


In Culver City 
GAUDSMITH BROS. 


Direction—WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


STUDIOS 
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Hold Up of Kickback Bill Gives 


(afe Men, Concessionaires a Breather 


DRIVE FOR U. S. TALENT ABROAD 








EYE SPENDING OF 
YANK TOURISTS 





New York nitery owners and con- +¢ 

cessionaire obtained a reprieve of | 
the death sentence of the cafe con- 
cessionairing when the Wicks-But- 
er bill was recommitted to the ‘New 
York state senate for reconsidera- 
tion, Bill forbidding employers to | 
force kickbacks of tips was passed 
two weeks ago in the Senate 41-0, 
and was sent to the Assembly codes 
committee. 

Cafe operators are puzzled by the 
new turn of events inasmuch as the | 
calemen had made no organized | 
protest on the bill, although the | 
measure was discovered at a meet- 
ing last week of the Allied Food | 
and Entertainment Industry of | 
York, organization of | 
Gotham opérators. 

Bonifaces may now press for pub- 
lic hearings on the measure. They 
pelieve that once legislators realize 
the implications of the bill, sufficient 
amendments would be attached so 


} 


oo ar Jour 
Greate! Ne Ww 


taurant industry would be saved. 

With public hearings, it’s thought 
that upstate operators would aid the 
Manhattan bistromen in 
home the bill’s full portent. 

The New York cafemen are still 
apathetic despite obvious loss of in- 
come if the layout becomes law. 
Some fee] that concessionaires in or- 
der to remain in business would put 
up a fixed cloakroom charge of any- 
where between 10 and 25 cents. 
This, many operators feel, would 
hurt nitery trade in general, as 
many patrons would resent any ad- 
ditional nicks. 

However, with recommitment of 
the bill to the Senate, there’s a 
chance that it may be permanently 
shelved once opposition is organized, 
or it may be weakened to the extent 
that the concessionairing phase may 
be saved. 





| 


FREDERICK BROS. AGCY. 
BOLSTERING N.Y. STAFF 


Frederick Bros. now in the process 
of bolstering its N. Y. office, has | 
taken on Larry Funk, former band- 
leader, for the small band dept. Last 
week it hired Nick Edwards, for- 
merly with Consolidated Radio Ar- 
tists to work in the cocktail sector. 

B. W. Frederick, head of the N. Y. 
layout, is in the process of hiring 
an agent to build up the act dept. 
No selection has been made as yet. 


Haymes’ Atlantic City 
Pier and Chi Bookings 


Deal is in the works for Dick 
Haymes to play the Steel Pier, At- 
lantic City, during the summer. 
Dickerings are currently on a guar- 
antee and percentage basis with 
singer to head a packaged unit to 
sell at $25,000 base plus overages. 

year Haymes played vauders 
at $20,000 plus percentages. 

However, Billy Burton, Haymes’ 
Personal manager prefers a fiat 
guarante deal with singer doing a 
Solo and not as head of a unit. 

Haymes has already been signed 
for the Oriental, Chicago, Aug. 28, 


i a he pulled a $70,000 gross last 
ear, 


| 








Sally Rand Unit Set For 
G’wich Village Inn, N. Y. 


The Sally Rand troupe has been 

ked into the Greenwich Village 
ean N. Y., starting March 11 at 
000 weekly. Miss Rand will 
‘ary a troupe of seven dancers. 
Inn date will be her first N. Y. 


capped because of the protracted in- | 
that that phase of the nitery and res- | C@pacitation. 


isvine| Snow Socked N, Y, 


| taxi transportation and inability to |<. 


. 2 American tourists abroad still like 
Detroit Accident Kayoes that touch of home, and with this 
Belle Baker’s Miami Date | point in mind amusement énterprises 

Belle Baker turned down an offer | ‘*Toughout the world are increas- 
ingly seeking American talent with 
which to draw the visitors, 

One of the latest to go in for U. §. 
performers is the Juaraga hotel, 
Cuidad de Trujillo, Dominican re- 


to play the Beachcomber, Miami 
Beach, March 4 at around $3,500 a 


week. Miss Baker felt that her knee- 





cap was insufficiently healed to} ‘ } 

permit her to navigate. At the mo-| Public, which has signed Bobby 
ment, it looks like she'll be inca- | Jewel, comedy juggler, for two 
pacitated another few weeks as'| weeks, opening today (Wednesday). 


The British Colonial Inn, Nassau, is 
also looking into the possibilities of 
buying U. S. acts. So far, American 
performers are playing in most 
countries in South America and 
Europe. 

American type bars in Paris and 
London are the focal points of U. S. 
tourists; likewise, use of American 
acts in such places that employ tal- 
ent promote many Yanqui spending 
dollars, 

The Nacional hotel, Cuba, fre- 
quently uses American acts and en- 
tices a healthy U. S. tourist trade. 
That spot, owned by the Kirkeby 
chain, is even now dickering for 
American names. 

Havana and Miami are an hour 

e }and 40 minutes apart by plane, sev- 
Cafe Biz Plent ‘eral airlines running dusk-to-dawn 
y |excusions from Miami to the Cuban 


beneren And there are many vaca- 


result of the broken ankle suffered 
eight weeks ago in Detroit. 

She completed that engagement 
(at the Bowery) in a wheelchair, 
because she was booked and the ac- 
cident had been widely publicized, 
but Miss Baker doesn’t want to work 
that way henceforth although it was 
so proposed for the Florida engage- 
ment, Although the cast is now off 
the ankle, the kneecap is handi- 








Record snowfall of last week is 
said to have hit New York niteries | 
an estimated $150,000 over the week- 


tionists who make the jump. 

Jules Stein, Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica board chairman, recently de- 
clared the need for American names 


end. Breakdown of transportation, |in South America to be unprece- | 
when cabs were at @ premium, and | dented. Lucius Boomer, managing 
subway, bus and train schedules {director of the Hotel Waldorf- 


were disrupted, made cafe attend- | 4Storia, N. Y., is interested in a 


ance impossible. Advent of Lent syndicate to build a hotel in South 
“out : ,»America that would feature Ameri- 
didn’t help either, 


’ Ae {can names. 

*} . ~ 7 w —_— . . 
a ste ve howe ce cafes w ee hitting Efficacy of American 
Tar _ om ne ‘orn “~y a cae |demonstrated in reverse. 

: : ss mon rougnt | covernment, which banned gambling 
about a return of hearty grosses, and _ ee : 
— , |in the ornate casinos of Rio de 
bonifaces were on their way to re- I . ial : 

: v : | Janeiro and elsewhere, which made 

couping some of the losses sustained ‘it impossible to pay the high salaries 
in previous weeks’ operation. ities ws —* ; 


: s of American rformers S suli- 
Biggest setbacks were evidenced | fered - patios Poe { ie va Mo 
at the eastside niteries where lack of | ste =o " ri 

as a result. Other countries in 


maneuver private automobiles | South America are still slow to take 


thir h the deep snow, kept many‘ UP the advantage in enticing tourist 
at ih P pt y | trade with America acts because of 
The Broadway spots were hit, but |unsettled economic and _ political 
not as badly, The new Zanzibar, | COMditions. There are, however, 
which preemed Thursday (20) was | U- 5. acts playing some Brazilian 
able to snag good crowds throughout cities, as well as Argentina and 
the weekend, while the Vanity Fair Venezuela. 0 
held its own during the bad weather. Increasing use of air travel would 
La Martinique business had been poms it possible for acts to get to 


names is 


up considerably with engagement | it usually takes to make a midwest 
of the Katherine Dunham dancers. | U. S. jump. Many acts, in former 
Second week’s business petered out | years, beefed at a hop of several 
with the storm. Club, on March 5, | hundred miles. 
will return to its former format |} = 
with engagement of Alan Gale and | 

use of ; fine for the first time in | Icer, Rodeo Set For 
several months. Dario and Jimmy 


Vernon have lined up seven femmes, | Enlarged Louisville Arena 


and are still in the process of book- Louisville, Feb. 25. 


ing surrounding Sebent. Leo A. Seltzer, lessee of the Jeffer- 
‘son County Armory, with Irving G. 
| Wayne, manager, is shaping various 
P e {new bookings for the large armory. 
Biz for N. Y. Cocktailery | some $250,000 invested made it one 
Four-year-old gimmick for hypo- | of the mammoth show places of the 
ing Monday night biz at the No. 1 | country with seating capacity of 
cocktailery in No. 1 Fifth Avenue | 9,000. 
building, N. Y., is still paying off.| [Last season's presentations were 
Spot installs a 16m machine and | the town's first big-time ice show, 
shows one or two chapters each | which established a record gross of 
Monday night of old serials. Just | $126,000. Armory has been prac- 
completed “Plunder” with Pearl {ically booked solid with major 
White, made in 1923. collegiate basketball, tennis, skating 
Operators of the room claim the | ;eyues, a rodeo, sports show, and 
ancient cliffhangers draw a very dis- | many others, Project is now in the 











16m Oldie Films Draw 





permanent ice-equipment, and fran- 
| chise for a pro-hockey team 1s now 
| being mulled, 


Lucienne’s Renewal | 


before patronized the bar. 





bookings include “Skating Vanities,” 








Cafe appearance in some years. She 


ast appeared here at the Folies 
rgere, 


—aee 


‘ . . P 
Holiday’ 75G, Memphis 
aie: Memphis, Feb. 25. 
guoliday on Ice” did record $75,- 
2 10 performances at Ellis Audi- 
orlum last week. 

uroWn's first big-time ice show, 
‘ng portable rink, was virtually 

sellout for 


Was equally enthusiastiey 








every performance. Press | Maxie’s, Hollywood, starting March 


Arthur Lesser, personal rep for! 2 tome Show and Exposition in 
Lucienne Boyer, has signed her for | 
j another month with Barney Joseph- ‘several other forms of osenaieal 
ison at Cafe Society Uptown, N. Y- | entertainment. 
land discussions are under way for | me 
| still a third extension which would 
imake the French diseuse’s run 12 
weeks in the spot. . 
She’s in at $2,500, but options will 


‘tilt her to $3.500. 





Art Tatum is set to hit the concert 
coin with a 30-day one-nighter jaunt 
starting March 30 in Boston. Joe 
Marsolais of 
agency is setting up the dates. 

Negro pianis, is peing booked on 
a guarantee and percentage basis. 





Joe E. Lewis booked for Slapsie 





rt sia 





La Conga, N. Y., Becomes | 





Brazilian | 


slumping for sometime but picked | 50me countries in as much time as | 


tinct and special crowd who never | works to install $85,000 worth of | 


Under expansion program, future | 


| April, rodeo show, name bands, and | 


Art Tatum’s Concert Tour 


the Frederick Bros. 


Rio Cabana on March 6 | 


Mcunte Gardner, operator of La 
Conga, N. Y., will change the name 
of his bistro to the Rio Cabana 

Spot under the new name will | 
preem March 6 with Nils T. Gran- 
lund: (NTG) heading the layout. 
Surrounding talent, with exception 
of a 12-giri line still to be signed. 

Val Irving, who recently resigned 
from the General Artists Corp. cafe 
dept. will book the spot. 





Convention Biz 
Not Hypoing A.C. 


Atlantic City, Feb. 25. 

With convention business not so 
good, hotelmen who had expected a 
great first postwar winter season are 
now looking forward to a good 
spring and better than ever summer 
season, 

Neither the Lincoln nor Washing- 
ton birthday crowd was any too 
large, although weather was ideal on 
the Lincoln holiday, The American 
Medical Convention and the Shrine 
; will be here in the late spring to 
‘hypo business for amusements, 
|niteries and hotels. 














‘CLASS NY. HOTELS MAY 
ADD PREVIEW ROOMS | 


Postwar trend of bringing pix to} 
the patrons, started by the railroads, 
may be picked up by the hotels. | 
Kirkeby hote] chain, operating four | 
top hotels in New York, mulling 
installation of a preview room in 
ithe Sherry-National. Idea would | 
| be to equip one of the larger rooms | 
with projector, screen and seats so 
that patrons could view, features, 
shorts or industrials without step- 
ping outside the hotel. 

Gimmick has an added inducing 
factor. Preview site would be a nat- 
ural for film companies throwing 
parties to toast personnel and the 
pix they're in. Hotels could figure on 
that added coin to more than pay for 
the added accoutrement’s upkeep. 

Practice got its sendoff last year 
when the Monte Carlo, upper crust 
Eastside, N. Y., restaurant, equipped 
a private dining room with screen 
and projector for both 35m and 16m 
films. Dinery did all right by itself 
when it booked some 40 shows with 
business firms during the first year. 

Besides the Sherry-Netherland, 
Kirkeby chain operates the Gotham, 
Hampshire House and Warwick, all 
in New York. 


| 
‘Philly Local Calls Cops As | 
Nat'l AGVA Takes Over 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 

Feud between local and national 
officers of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists reached a fever heat 
over the past weekend, It was cli- 
maxed by the setting up of a Philly 
branch of national AGVA to super- 
cede current local. 

Week started with arrival in Philly 
last Tuesday (18) of delegation of 
AGVA national officials headed by 
Matt Shelvey, national director, who 
said they were “taking over.” Dick 
Jones, Philly executive secretary, 
| arrived and ordered Shelvey and his 
crew to leave. 

Shelvey read a resolution, which 
he said was passed by his executive 
board, authorizing bim to take over. 
Jones claimed that they had no 
authority, then he swore out a war- 











ican Guild 


AGVA ‘Rebellion’ Tempest-in-Teapot 
With Philly Only Insurgent Spot 


+ What 


looked like a nationwide 
campaign of former locals of Amer- 
of Variety Artists to 
shake off existing parental control 
of national AGVA and operate in- 
dependently and on their own has 
simmered down to the proverbial 
teapot tempest, according to Matt 
Shelvey, national head of AGVA. 


| Latter had been the apparent target 


last week when the Philly branch of 
the talent union took such an action 
with high hopes that other former 
locals would follow suit. Philly 
group was sure Chicago and Pitts- 
burgh locals would climb on the 


}wagon of discontent and others 
| would follow. 
As Variety goes to press there 


has been no such action, with both 
Chicago and Pittsburgh remaining 
as branches and with national AGVA 
setting up a branch in Philly to re- 
place the insurgent group. 

Shelvey pointed out that the 
former locals were redesignated as 
branches of national AGVA when 
the parent of all theatrical unions, 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, took over the affairs of 
AGVA in 1942, along with talent 
union’s autonomy, and _ installed 
Shelvey as national director, 

Matter for Convention 

He, too, has been accountable to 
the international board of the Four 
A’s, and the matter of whether or 
not former locals shall be returned 
to that status or remain branches 
will be an important item on the 
agenda of the forthcoming national 


; convention of AGVA to be held in 


Chicago, April 6. Before training 
out to Philly yesterday (Tues.) to 
make further adjustments of the 
situation there, Shelvey stated that 
any action by any branch at this 
time was unwarranted and prema- 
ture. 

“The membership,” added Shelvey, 
“will have ample opportunity to 
place before the convention the mat- 
ter of whether or not they wish to 
continue as branches or revert to 
former status of locals.” He further 
pointed out that he could not give 
any such sanction even as national 
director since his actions are still 
governed by the Four A’s and will 
remain that way until there is an 
election of officers and national 
board of governors at the Chi con- 
vention. (AGVA does not have an 
entirely complete return of auton- 
omy from the Four A’s.) Then and 
only then, at the convention; can 
controversies such as the Philly in- 
cident be properly and authorita- 
tively threshed out. 

As far as Pittsburgh branch's at- 
titude in the matter is concerned, 
Shelvey pointed to a wire received 
from Nat Nazarro, Jr., exec secretary 
of that branch, which backs up na- 
tional headquarters, 

Chi., Pitt in Accord 

As for the Chicago local, Shelvey 
Said that he had received communi- 
cation from that local’s advisory 
board claiming that it would prefer 
to maintain status as a local. Shel- 
vey said he replied reiterating his 
stance that such matters should be 
taken up at the convention and not 
with him and has heard nothing 
more about it, 

From authentic sources it was 
learned that the reversion of former 
locals of AGVA to branches was 
fostered by the Four A’s, which 
feels that since Actors Equity and 
other talent unions have functioned 
successfully over the years gov- 
erned by a national office, and since 
all show business is of a migratory 
nature, AGVA should operate under 
a like formula, 

AGVA, through Shelvey, recently 
gained return of autonomy, subject 
to the convention, by paying off an 
indebtedness’ of~ $71,000 accrued 





rant charging Shelvey’s contingent 
with “illegal entry.” Police arrested 
Shelvey and the following interna- 
tional representatives: Dave Fox, 
Richard Reesman, Fred Dale, Emil 
Lowe and Max Bernstein. 

Jonas Silverstone, national AGVA 


attorney, told the court that the ac- | 


tion was taken “legally.” Judge Do- 

gole told the warring factions to settle 

their differences “within the struc- 
(Continued on page 54) 


by former administrations. through 
loans from sister unions (Equity, 
| Chorus Equity and Screen Actors 
| Guild). 


|  ICERS FOR N. 0. HOTEL 


| Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans, 
will resume ice shows sometime in 
May. Spot is currently on a name 
/ band and show policy. 

Bookings will be by Tom Martin 
‘os General Artists Corp. 
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VAUDEVILLE 
Jack Lynch Managing 
Latin Casino, Philly 


Special Services Hypoes Employment |" isin carn, Pun 
Of French Acts in GI Entertainment ‘022 2srscenen stn 


‘Latin Casino, Philly, He’s reported 


Paris, Feb. 10. 'in on a salary and percentage deal. 





French vaude acts are getting *| Bo T V e Pine Pah oN manage at 
break in Germany through the | rd Sets b rsion “ynch's first cafe connec 
Army. In order to provide enter- € a e ‘city authorities closed the Walton 





inme : j ’ é hazard last year, 
tainment for the men there, Maj. | ‘c; hotel as a fire haza 
Gen. A. R. Bolling, theatre chief of | Of Girls for Vauders 
the Special Services in Frankfurt, Al Borde, producer of the legiter, 


urs } e 
has arranged for Matt Duffin to send’| “Follow the Girls” which had a long 
from Paris vaude units to play the | run in New York and the road, will ose erTl 
Army Clubs in Germany on a non-/reduce that show to unit propor- 
profit basis. tions, for vaude presentation —* 
I la. Minimums 


Duffin ing in April. Layout is slated to 
Miami, Feb. 25. 


produces the shows at a rate of two| have Buster West and Lucille Page 
pet month, and puts them on the| who appeared in the legit 
road, to play the various clubs for | and Jack Leonard. Other performers 
officers and enlisted personnel on | are still to be signed 
Splash ads announcing no increase 
: in prices for the Jane Russell en- 
piloted by Bobby Vernon is reported | gagement at the Latin Quarter start- 
to have dropped $40,000 during its | ing Sunday (2) point up one of the 


alternate nights, staying a week in | 

each Expense is paid by the 
run, while Harry Howard's “Star | facets which has affected nitery biz 
|and “Garter” lost $9,500. 


clubs. The shows are timed to last | 
about 45 minutes and are more in 
the style of a floor show than stage 

here this season. Namely, those ter- 

Paul Small’s “Showtime” is said | rific minimums for beverages only 

|to be only package which will wind | several of the biggest spots have been 

| up with a profit. 


; ; 
Start- 


books the acts in Paris 


version 


As far as is known, “Follow the 
Girls” will be the only unit on 
road at that time. Unit production 
this season generally resulted in| 
losses. The Earl Carroll “Vanities” 


spot. the 


Acts are booked for two weeks 
with options for two months, which 
is the duration of the tour. Though 
salaries are small, and acts have to 
pay for their transportation to and 


performance. 
from Germany, amounting to $14 for charging. Most ops admit their mini- 


return fare, they can save money! nit is being offered by Miles In-/ mums are high but insist that they 
because they are paid in ATMY | galis at $8.500 plus percentages. |} must get them to make any dough in 
script, eat at canteen rates for about * ; 


|a 12-week season with those top 

salaries paid out for attractions. 
Copacabana, which normally 

charges $4 to $5, jumped the tariff 


| Many Fetes Planned For 
s ’ . to $7.50 and $12.50 for the Danny 
rchearsals at Pershing rg vi Paris, Soph Tucker Jubilee; | ace pReeedinis recat pe xr 
inviting Army personnel there to} 7 mare mpage me “op th Bp 
yall | JTG Dinner May 4 a reduction to the old charge, but 


. ee 
Duffin, who long ago was himself - : - 
a --neer at the Folies Bergere, and| Show biz hag set plans to salute | the after vem a prey em yori 
his turned producer. for the last few he + nt Bene > eosange mK au going 
elie hie otedl ie-@0 ith Ads} as ; along guccessfully with a $4-6 mini- 
months, nas aiso @ tle-up Vv |dienne, when she to New | mum, but have offered two and three 
“rt Tave I < acts for Medrano | ,, , , , a 
Rae-SENEL AD Ween aie Sey aes York latter part of April to open an | name attractions to lure them in. 


circus, and has booked into the Lido, netaiiiel ‘rae th Mie tiiia- Qteane: |Colonial Inn gets a $7.50 and $10 


Paris, some American acts signed by | - > 
’ nS 4 ; chaige, which includes food or bey- 
eus Lederer, such as Cordano and! N. Y., with a series of fetes to be ose ‘ 
aap: aga erages, plus those lavish shows. 


Corinne, Bellak and Elaine, and Stan | tagged Sophie Tucker Jubilee. Idea | : : 
Kramer and Co. |is in appreciation for what she has bony Quarter through the agers has 
- contributed to showbusiness during | ®eld t a $2.50 charge to compete 

her long tenure and for her many } with the others. Spots fees 
philanthropic contributions to stage | Davis’ get $3 and $4, with others the 
same size charging the same. It all 


and other charities. ; ae ‘ 
. . : adds up to expensive nitery going 
The Jubilee Committee in forma- 


$1.25 a day, and enjoy PX privileges. 
To break local acts to American au- 
dience reaction and also give them 
a final tryout, Duffin stages his dress 





Sophie Tucker, vet singing come- 


returns 


Kathryn Duffy Set As 
Booker of Las Vegas Cafe 


Maxine Lewis, booker of the Last 


: $ for the average tourist here. And 
F votier, Las Vegas, is being sup-|tion includes Congressman Sol | they're just not going for it. Result 
p.cnted as talent-buyer for that spot} Bloom, Lee Shubert, Sir Harty) i, they will go out once a week, 
by Kathryn Duffy, gal line producer. | Lauder, Mr. and Mrs. Ted Lewis, |where formerly they would visit | 


M ss Lewis has been the Last-Fron- Jack Lait, Mrs. William Morris, 

tier booker for approximately 10| Noble Sissle, Robert Sherwood, Max | might be the answer to the off sea- 

years. | Gordon, Eddie Cantor, Robert K./ <5, most clubs have been experi- 
Spot will continue its name policy. | Christenberry, James Sauter, A. J. | encing, 


| Balaban, Rev. Randolph Ray, Molly | 


=i. | Dinners too, run pretty high with 
|} Picon and Abel Green. 
A high point in the celebration | pig spots and during the regular run 











| will be a testimonial dinner to Miss 
Tucker given by the Jewish Theatri- 
| cal Guild at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., 
on’ May 4. Irving Berlin is the hon- 
| orary chairman of the committee in 
| charge. This dinner is unique in 


to $10, 
when the preem dinner for Danny 
Kaye at Copacabana was $12.50 with 
a $5 beverage minimum. Boiled 

















handles the account. 





| Royal hotel will close down March 
| 22 for two weeks for a revamping 
jos. Understood that hotel officials 
are worried at the offish biz. and 
are planning a general trimming of 
expenditures, 

Tic Toe, class boite until 1943 and 
cocktailery since, had license sus- 
pended last week. New owners are 
reportedly intending to reopen with 
shows as soon license 


CURRENTLY AT THE 
KING EDWARD HOTEL 
TORONTO, CANADA 


Opening March 10th 


Tic TOC CLUB 
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


atc 














is returned. 








$15. 
+. 
Broadway and cabled greetings from To Trio for $100.0 
| other. Other special events will in- here, has been sold by the Arthur 
|organization for underprivileged | Buyers are a trio of wk. sports 
jin her honor, an appearance at the | tne Montreal Forum and Les Cana- 
| 1,000 visiting newspaper editors and | ert, former wrestling champ 
averages $1,500-$2,000 weekly. 
| board sessions in the Music Room 
| he ivoried at this post, but has been 
He’s slated to go into the Cafe 
en ._* 
Heller Staying Home 
and radio singer, has decided on a 
vear’s retirement from outside stints 
» devote full time to Carousel. 
months ago. Heller feels it's to his 
floor show occasionally. 
RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW a tek 


the history of the Guild that it has | see the comic. 
paid tribute toa woman. Tickets are 
'l, Sold 
There will be many other tributes El Morocco, Mont 7 
including a Sophie Tucker Day on 
ne in spe ag eaarggend Montreal. Feb. 25. 
| where she sang at one time or an-|  worocco, one of the top nitévies 
|clude a large benefit for Sophie | Davi ; 
; al | Davidson Estate for $100,000. Deal 
| Tucker's Playground (a eharitable | was inked last week. 
| children) on Sunday night, April 20 A ; 
hg igures: Leo Dandurand, restaurant 
|at the Latin Quarter, a literary tea) nor and formerly connected with 
| Banshees Luncheon on April 22 at. 4. “Py , 
| : .. |diens hockey team; Eddie Quinn, 
|the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, where | wrestling promoter, and Yvon Rob- 
few wnas will pay tribute to her | No plans have yet been made for 
achievements. policy change in show, nut of which 
Pianist Back at Par, N. Y. 
Teri Josefovits will resume key- 
of the Paramount theatre, N. Y. to- 
|day (Wednesday). For many years 
/away for some time because of ill- 
|.ness, 
| Rouge of the Pennsylvania hotel, | 
shortly, opening date not 
| yet set. 
MAXINE Pitsburg, Feb. 25 
Little Jackie Heller, vaude, cafe 
swank nitery he and his two broth- 
’ ers, Sol and Bill, opened here three 
VILLAGE VANGUARD, New York 
- inierest to remain on the spot as 
NOW (indefinitely) m.c. and host; he'll also work in the 
Personal Management Direction: 
ELBERT TERRY MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 


Carousel opened when the bottom 
fell out of nitery biz here and is 
i making the grade. Biz has been un- 
, usually good, . 











like Kitty | 


| several spots during their stay, which | 


a $10 price fixed for openings in the 


a steak dinner averages from $7.50 
Highest point was reached 


; down it cost a couple, including tips, | > ' Bp fone oa | 
that it will mark the first time in tax and other charges, 50 bucks to New $75,000 worth of her jewels, which | 


Dick | 
Henry of the William Morris office 


Prit 





_ti 


react on next season’s attendance re- 
mains to be seen, Operators will 
have to wait until the first cold 
wave of next winter to see how 
permanent the animosity is, 
Vacationers expected to pay as 
high as $40 a day for class hotel ac- 
commodations, but few anticipated 
that surrdunding costs would rise to 
the degree it did. Cost of nitery en- 
tertainment went up considerably, 
mainly because of the unprecedented 
salaries paid to name _ performers, 
When Danny Kaye got $20,000 week- 





ily plus percentages at the Copaca- 
ibana, club charged a $12.50 mini- 
imum, 

Hoods Plenty Active 


| Equally as loud are the complaints | 





ces, Beefs, Th 


Continued from page 1 — 


over 80,000) has been put o 
duty in Miami. Ironically eno 
ex-FBI bureau chief Richard Deut 
was appointed city manager in mi 
ficteaes y present situation but 
a 8 not prevente 
from docking” aie hoodtuims 
The smaller fry are rakin 
loot also, mugging and pick 
operations reaping a harvest All 
signs point to the return next Seas 
son of an old system which proved 
effective. Four cops and tough dick 
from New York, Chicago and oe 


Angeles were brought here and 


|kept for the season to finger the 
wrongos. , 


Embassy, N.Y. Seeking 





n fulltime 





labout the wave of hoodlumism | 

iwhich hit Miami and Miami Beach. | 2 
'Robberies which occurred there | Ar L id 
|have hit the natiOn’s newspapers, | rangement to iqui ate 
namely the Beachcomber robbery 


this week in which Sophie Tucker 
lost $48,000 in jewels and the joint 
$20,000 in cash. In addition, Ralph 
Snyder, former operator of the Brad- 
ford hotel Boston, was in a party 
which was nicked for $40,000 in cash 
and jewels, Other robberies involv- 
ing sizable sums have been reported 





| In Miss Tucker's case, gems were in- 
| sured, 

| It’s believed that the 12-week con- 
centration of wealth in the resorts, 
attracts hoodlums from all over the 
country. 

However, least beefs are directed 
at the spots which run casinos, The 
Colonial Inn, HaHendale, Fla., which 
has taken many for sizable sums, 
and was in turn nicked, at times, for 
considerable dough, is escaping the 
denunciations. Patrons knew the 
possibilities inherent around the 
sport at the green-felt tables and 
took their losses without grumbling. 
That room, incidentally, will wind 
up with a healthy profit, although 
not as big as the $2,000,000 reported 
at the close of last year’s operation. 
| Spot closes for the season March 12. 








|Niteries Feel Brunt 
Of Fla. Holdup Wave 


P Miami, Feb, 25. 

Local politicos and newspapers will 
inot admit it, but a slowly growing 
lcrime wave reached major propor- 
itions last weekend with robberies 
/running well over $200,000 in loot, 


lespecially feeling the effects. 
Beachcomber club is the latest to 


with Sophie Tucker, currently star- 
ring there, the biggest loser when 
holdup guys got what she described 


were in the club's safe. The Light- 
house, big eatery, was next weekend 





/ containing $25,000. 


Club was taken for $25,000 and Club 


Bali was robbed twice for approxi- | 


'mately $10,000. 

As one nitery owner put it, “you 
|can’t win. When you finally begin to 
'make some dough, the heist boys 
come in and take it away.” 

Crime climax came aiter a six- 
week series of holdups and robberies 
jhad the area’s shopkeepers and 
| homeowners terrified. In the night- 
club section there were cases of 
several parties being fingered in the 


| niteries struggling for biz all season | 


be victimized, being taken for last | 
Saturday night’s receipts of $20,000 | 


victim, with safe moved out of place | 


In recent weeks the ‘Park Avenue | 


bigger spots around Miami and then ; 


held up on the way to gambling 
spots or on way home. 

Many femme ringsiders in the 
| Swank rooms are now bare of jewels 
or expensive furs. Fact that the 


Normandie Roof atop the Mount, Casinos are running wide open has 


not helped too much, the word evi- 
idently being spread throughout the 
,country. It seems that practically 
/every small or bigtime hood!um is 


in the area looking for that easy | 
(dough. There is little the police ean | 
'do except to warn tourists to de- | 
posit their valuables and extra cash | 


in hotel vaults, That 
thas affected gambling spots is ob- 
vious, with most way off their nor- 
imal take thus far. 

The legit nitery operators have not 
felt the effects too much but man, 
fee] they will in these : 
last weeks,’ when they usually rake 
in the big profits they might make for 


the 


situation | 


important , 


Former Indebtedness 


The Embassy club, N. Y.. sold sev. 
eral weeks ago by Bill Miller to Joe 
Schwartz, previously in on the op- 
eration of the Troika, Washington. is 
reorganizing its financial setup. Club 
,; Which filed a petition for arrange. 
| ment. Feb. 18. in New York federal 
court, proposes to oft in 
four quarterly installments Assets 
were listed at $110,000 with liabili- 
ties amounting to $105,000. 

Approximately $70,000 represents 
secured debts, while $35.000 are un- 
secured, 

Creditors, represented by the 
Amalgamated Hotel and Restaurant 
Supply Credit Corp., are seeking a 
cash settlement. 

According to the creditors, liabil- 
ity of the payoff is still uncertain. 
They're studying the club's sale 
agreement to determine whether 
Miller or new owners are liable for 
the debts incurred, 


pay 200; 


| Maison Cancels London 

Gil Maison has cancelled his April 

2 engagement at the Palladium, Lon- 
con, because of a strep throat. Per- 
former had to leave the current en- 
gagement at the Radio City Musie 

| Hall, N. Y., because of the ailment. 

; Carlton Emmy .is_ subbing for 

| Maison at the Music Hall. 








———— a 
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HELENE and HOWARD 


"Comedy Dance Antics’ 
Adams Theatre, Newark 


Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 


- SS 





WANTED 
UNDERSTANDER 
FOR TRIO 


GIRL OR BOY 
APPROX. 5 FEET 10 


CONTACT 
EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 


1501 Broadway, New York 








ene 


a 











WANTED 
To Rent or Purchase 


NIGHT CLUB 


Write: Box 191%, 
154 West 46th Street, New York 19 


Variety 








. . ' *aef 
Parodies! Special Songs: Bits- 
*# Drew from our library, one of a 

largest, most comprehensive 
Showbiz! PREF ‘ 
*& 1997 Catalog PREF! 
*® Exclusive material our specialty! ; 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 


25-31-K 30th Road, L. I. City 2, N.Y 














the season. Miami Beach os et a ' 
. é ‘ police force Tele . ia 8-6965 
of 131 (for a floating population of nan Sane — | 
— - ———_— 


























Direction MATTY ROSEN 


Curry, Byrd » Le Roy 


“BEDLAM IN THE BALLROOM" 
ON TOUR 





CLUB-DATES HARRY GREEN 
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Atlantic City's Paddock Padlocked 
On Indigo Show and Booze Raps 


Atlantic City, Feb. 25. + 





New Jersey court decision last 
week dealt a double blow to Edward 


Kravis, operator of the Paddock 
International cafe, for its  blue| 
shows. 


Chief Justice Clarence E. Case 
ruled that Kravis’ plea of nolo con- 
tendere on an indecent show in- 
dictment in the Atlantic county 
courts constituted a conviction of a 
crime involving moral turpitude. 
Under the law a person found guilty 
js denied the right of owning a 
license or working in a_ licensed 
establishment in the state. 

The Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission, after a Supreme 
ruling, closed the spot for 21 
remaining of a 90-day 


Control 
Court 

days 
suspension 





Ted Lewis Countersued 


In Chicago Hotel Row 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 


Countersuit asking $5,000 damages | 
was filed against Ted Lewis in Cir- | 


Thaw’s Passing Closes 
Book on Well Ballyed 


Death of Harry K. Thaw, mil- 
lionaire playboy of another era, at 
his summer home in Miami Beach, 
Feb. 22, at ihe age of 76, rang down 
the curtain on one of the most hec- 





tic, albeit colorful careers, such as 
| beggars fiction. A gay blade 
|arrogant millionaire, who had _ in- 
herited millions, he had been a 
coveted patron of theatres and the 


cuit court here last week by Julius | plush dining palaces at the turn of | 


Grant, Hotel Sherman waiter who 


| allegedly came to blows with Lewis | 


recently over 

be served. 
Lewis, who still has a cast on a 

finger, filed $100,000 suit against the 


how breakfast should 


| hotel charging the waiter had struck 


| his breakfast 


imposed on conviction of selling 
liquor from unlabeled bottles last 
summer. After being closed for 69 | 


days the cafe was granted 
in August pending Supreme Court 
litigation in a similar case. The 
state ABC’s ruling was upheld and 
the spot was ordered to close effec- 
tive Monday (24) until March 27. 
Paddock has presented a modified 
girl show and used small bands dur- 
ing off season. Shuttered it 
field open to Clicquot, Nomad and 
the spots off the walk. Hotel nitery 
rooms get most of the walk trade. 


a reprieve 


leaves 


Joe lies: ‘e. Priaiite 
His Vaude Collection 
To N. Y. Public Library 


Even though vaudeville is dead, 
Joe Laurie, Jr. wants its memory to 
be a living thing and, accordingly, 
presented the N. Y. Public Library’s 
Theatre Collection (George Freedley, 


jand a 
| pling. 


| 
| 
| 





curator) with 4,000 rare vaude pho- | 


tos, 5,000 theatre programs, and 
other memorabilia. These will prob- 
ably be permanently preserved in a 
special Joe Laurie. Jr. Vaudeville 
Section. 

The vet comedian-author planned | 
wiliing his collection, which 


ultimately total 10,000 old and rare | 


vaudeville photos after his death, but 
decided that they were too valuable 
not to make available to researchers, 
the public, etc.. now. 





| faring so 
| are the vet Bal Tabarin, Lido, Music 


and injured him. Argument, which 
flared up into mitt mixing, was said 
to be caused by Lewis’ desire to have 
served on a table in- 
stead of a tray. 


Frisco Niteries 


In Worst Stump - 


Feb. 
turned 


San Francisco, 
The Bay 


chow town insofar ‘es niteries are 


City has into a 


concerned. Spots still operating note b 


a 60% increase in the food intake 
corresponding drop in tip-| 
The situation, combined with | 
the fact that the midnight curfew | 
still rings—and hurts—accounts for | 
the wailing wall state of cafe pro- 
priatory. Only a switch to the pre- 
war two a.m. fold can help, it’s fig- 
ured. 

On the scene only the three hotel 
spots, the Mark Hopkins, Palace and | 
Fairmont are doing fairly well. Not | 
well in the sharp drooft | 


| Box’ and Copacabana. The 16-year 


| old Bal folded Feb. 8 in- the face of | 


| The Lido, 


rising costs and wages. 


ment figures it is cheaper to pay 


will | taxes on the owned darkened site 


than face the operating gaff and 
| will keep it shuttered until the law 
is altered or the horizon brightens. 
another vet, 
similar reasons. 


119 for The Music 


Curator Freedley asks others with | Box, bordering on bankruptcy, got 


vaudeville memorabilia to forward 
the items to Laurie care of Varirry. 


Soph’s Date Moved Up 


Sophie Tucker's date at the Latin 
Quarter, N.Y., has been moved up 
from April 15 to March 23. 

Miss Tucker, who’s getting $4,500 
on this date, will remain at Lou 
Walters’ spot until she plays Sara- | 
toga, during the summer. 








Ky. Nitery Reopening 

Beverly Hills Country Club, New- | 
port, Ky., which recently closed 
temporarily, will reopen March 14. 

Shows are being lined up by Leon | 


Newman, of the Mark Leddy office, | 


who's representing Frank Sennes in 
the deal. 


a transfusion via a special “save- 
the-joint” night recently that raised 
sufficient coin to curb the wolf—at 
least temporarily. The Copa is in 
bankruptcy and in a tizzy, too, in 
its effort to keep from sinking. The 
others, “365,” Finocchio’s, Gay 90's 
and Forbidden City are just getting | 
by—luckily. 

Further proof of the sad state is | 
ithe survey recently made by the 
| American Guild of Variety Artists. | 
Carpe its books, the union learned | 
that more than one-third of the spots 





| operating last October (46) where- | 


in talent or entertainment of some | 
| sort held forth have shuttered or 
_ have, at best, dropped talent. 





Lucille & Eddie Roberts, magical | 
| mentalists, start a two-weeker at 
'the Hotel Statler, Buffalo, March 4. 
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The manage- | 


folded Feb. | 


the century until his stride and | 
money-spending spree was_inter- 


rupted by his fatal shooting os Stan- 
ford White, affluent 
1906, di ring the premiere of the 
musical, “Mademoiselle Champagne,” 
on the Madison Squar_ theatre roof, 
i, 


architect, in 


Theatre was adjacent to the 
old and first Madison Square Gar- 
den. Ironically, White had designe: 
both buildings and maintained a 
| swank apartment in the tower atop 
| M.S.G. 

The shooting, according to testi- 
| mony at the trial, was said to have 
|been precipitated by slurring re- 
| teks made by White concernin: 

evelyn Nesbit, young and beauteous 
|chorine whom Thaw had married 

ew weeks previous. Progress 


rial brought out that Miss Ne sia 
atid her mother had for some Re 
accepted the benefactions of 


before the chorine’s marriage 
|Thaw. White, although much ti 
elder of Thaw, reputedly .open)) 


resented the marriage From ac- 
| counts the argument started in Mar- 


tin’s swank eatery, prior to the 
|theatre, with Thaw reputedly boil- 
—_ When White refused to recall 


his objectionable remarks and ag oa 
gize to Evelyn Nesbit Thaw, 


|; husband took out the revolver ana 


fired the fatal shots. 
For seven months, while Thaw 
| languished in a cell in the Tombs, 


both prosecution and defense under- 
took prodigious preparation for the 
trial. His wife and mother stood 
by him when others deserted him. 
|From the beginning his sanity wa: 
questioned. The first trial ended in 
disagreement. The second trial wa: 
in 1908, with Martin W. Littleton 
defending Thaw. After 19 days he 
was found not guilty of murder on 
the grounds of insanity. Thaw was 
disappointed when immediately com- 
mitted to Mattewan (N. J.) as an 
| insané criminal. He thought he 
would be free. 


“Where did you think they would 
|send you? To Rector’s?” snapped 
Littleton when Thaw protested. 

After seven years of litigation to 
| regain his freedom, continuously op- 
| poees by William Travers Jerome. 

Y. district attorney who had 
 cendnentetl him, Thaw escaped from 

Matewan and fled to Canada. He 
| was brought back bui was eventual- 

ily legally released in 1915. During 
| the interim he had been divorced by 
| Miss Nesbit. 


Hammerstein Books Her 


Shortly after the trial the wn 
| Willie Hammerstein, operstor 
| Hammerstein's Victoria eaten: 


| N. Y., mindful of publie interest in 
the gal attendant to the sensational 
testimony she had given in Thaw’: 

behalf to save him from the chair, 

gave her several weeks at the thea- 
tre at a fabulous salary, and 
judgment paid off handsomely. 

son had been born to Mrs. thee 
prior to divorce but Thaw disputed 
paternity. The son, Russell Thaw, is 
now an expert test pilot. He also 
essayed  bandleading. After the 
Hammerstein engagement she playea 
other dates and teamed in a dancing 
act with Jack Clifford, whom she 
married in 1916. The marriage end- 
|ed in divorce four years later. Since 
ithen Miss Nesbit intermittently 
played vaude and nitery dates, at 
one time operating her own cates in 
N. Y. and Atlantic City, where shi 
now spends most of her time. Hei 


intimates claim that although she 
had not seen Thaw in many yea) 
she had corresponded with him 
more or less regularly. When ap- 


prised of Thaw’s death-and told re- 
mains would be shipped to Pitts 
burgh for burial. the former Mrs 
Thaw reputedly retorted: “It's toc 
bad. but I won't be there for the 
funeral.” 

In the 1920s Thaw was known to 
oe hankered for another tour of 
the Broadway bistros but was ig 
of being recognized. Howevel 
did visit roadhouses such as Bloss ym 
Heath Inn and Pavillion Royale in- 
cognito, posing as an English teac ~ 
from an upstate university. 
lavishness in largesse to pa 
ers, waiters, etc., fingered him for 
the news sleuths, and he was con- 
spicuous by absence after that. 








American Tragedy 


and | 


N. Y. State Fair Postponed Again: 
High Cost of Repairs to Grounds Cited 


Albany, Feb. 25. | materials which are of prime im- 
Plans for a 1947 revival of the [ae mak during the housing shorte 
|New York State Fair, held annually | age makes it undesirable to consider 
at Syracuse before the war, have | holding the fair this year.’ 

| been abandoned. The State Depart-| The fair grounds were used as a 
ment of Agriculture and Markets | military installation during the war. 
| Said it had been advised $500,000 | There has been considerable talk of 
would be required for temporary re- | shifting the State 

pairs to the buildings and grounds| more advantageous 
|; and for the erection of a temporary | suburb of Syracuse, 





exposition to a 
location in a 
but nothing con- 


grandstand. lerete has been done about this. One 
“Moreover,” stated the Agriculture |of the ideas would be to extend 
Department, “to use labor and / the fair’s playing time. 
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“*... the first new, bright 
thing that has appeared 


in the papers for many a 
day...” says QUENTIN 
a REYNOLDS that 


new column by 


Billv Rose 


| “Pitching Horseshoes .. .” 


atta Gea SAB Eas Salo 


about 


Even if we told them how, I don’t think the Russians could 
make the atom bomb. 
I think we could hand them all our top secrets on a uranium- 
plated platter, and they still couldn't put the Big Firecracker 
together. I don’t believe they have the mechanical] and jndus- 

trin] know-how to follow through. 
i'm not suggesting we give them anything. 
picture 
somebody you 


If | were calling 
posteard of Oak 
don't 


the shots I 
Ridge. 
trust, it isn’t smart to hand him your .45 and show him what 
| a light pull the trigger has. 


wouldn't send them a 


When you've got the drop on 


But you're not going to scare me 
had a peek at the formula. It’s like s 
kezoo player. 

I grant you that what I know about splitting the atom you 


Ivan has 
showing a pipe-organ to a 


by telling me 


could put in an atom. I admit I wouldn’t know an electron if 
I tripped over one. Buf I read the papers, and I know that 
making the first bomb involved two billion cash and an indus- 
rial effort as big as our whole automobile business. I gather it 
takes more than a cyclotron, some chemists, and a boy to run 
out for coffee. I don’t think the Soviets have what it takes. 
Our Russian friends have more hands than anybody except 
the Chinese. copper and glass. 
twenty-five years to putter around. 


| IIlow come they haven't been able to turn out a first-rate 


They have steel, They've had 


rey ewe There are no top secrets in a Chevvy. How come 
they have to buy so many cars from us? How come after a 
quarter of a century they still have a droshky instead of a 


four-door sedan in the garage’ 


Are they allergic to speed and | 

comfort? 

There’s nothing mysterious about making a good truck 
either. Why, then, did they have to lend-lease from us prac- 
tically everything they had on wheels? When the chips are 
down, why did Uncle Joe have to’depend on Uncle Sam? 

When they need those big generators and turbines these 
days, who runs 


Is it because they're fond 


why do they buy them from Charlie Wilson, 
General Electric up in Schenectady? 

of this capitalist? 

I keep reading about the great things they’re accomplishing 

behind the Urals. Why do they always do their best work 
where nobody can see it? Why are they so afraid to let the 
critics take a peek at 1t? Could it be that it 
shew? 

| During the war. America came up w:-th a dozen things like 


isn't such a good 


radar, the Norden Bomb Sight, and DDT. The British chipped 
in with oil pipelines under the Channel, artificial borders, and 
anti-submarine echo-ranging gear. The Germans nearly stole 
the war with buzz bombs, V-2’s and jet planes. 
What single important new weapon did the Russians think 
up in five years of warfare? And why didn’t they? 
I'll tell you why. To make machines work, it takes a race of 
people who are weaned on gasoline and teethed on piston 
It takes a bunch of kids who worship the pliers and the 
than the 


rings. 
screwdriver 
us—not them 

Compared with our mechanical savvy, Russian industry is 
| still the green kid around the shop who spends his first day 


rather hammer and sickle. And that’s 


lonxing for a left-handed monkey-wrench. 
Which reminds me of a story. The Russians were showing 
their new Moscow subway to an American trans portation ex- 
pert. They proudly pointed out the murals. mosaics and por- 
traits of Stalin which lined the subway 

hour, they led him back to the street. 
“Very impressive.” said the American. “One 
| me. During the hour, I didn’t see any trains.” 


platform. After an 
thing bothers 
The head of the Russian committee got indignant. “What 
about your lynchings down South?” he snarled, 
I’m not writing this piece to put our Muscovite pals on the 
I cheered as loud as the next fellow when they clawed 
wav from Stalingrad to Berlin. I met un with a lot of 
their officers in Vienna last vear and thought them pretty 
smart fellows. I respect the great Russian contribut-ons to 
civilization—Tolstoi. blintzes, 
The Cherry Orchard 


pan. 
their 


glas Ss. 


Shostakovitch, tea in a 
’ vodka. and certa in 


“Boris Godounov.” 
economic theories I happen to disagree with. 

But don't go telling me they’re going to drop an atom bomb 
on my home. They’) first have to learn the difference between 
borscht and lube cating oil. (From PM, Feb. 11th.) 

Copyright 1947 by Billy Rose 


The Billy Rese column is just one of the 
. dynamic 


. stimulating. 


many vital features in PM 
... different 


the newspaper of Comment 
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~ Night Club Reviews 


Celenial Inu 
(Continued from page 50) 


does, the ringside tabies get. But 
the rest of the room does not. Her 
South American version of “Chat- 
tanooga Choo Choo” and her “Fifi” 
and “Tico Tico” are top drawer, but 
again, lost. Perhaps, with the added 


work that will come, she'll adjust | 


things. 


It took Joe E. Lewis some minutes | 
to get the crowd warmed up, but | 
d 


once he did the puckish guy ha 

them yocking. He threw ever” trick 
in his bag at them, to garner a howl- 
making session. It was a mixture of 
old and new, all of it in the Lewis 


tradition. His “There’s An Awful 
Lot of Falsies in Brassieres” is fast 
becoming a classic. And a switch 


en the “Groom Couldn't Get In” was 


another yocker. Bowed off after 40 | 


minutes, and could have 
longer. 
Raoul and Eva Rayes turn in a 


zingy stint with their Latin terps. 


stayed 


et them with their “Shoe the Wild | 


Mare” routine for a fair reception. 
Production wise, a second glimpse of 
the routinings which have been held 
over doesn’t help. The opener is 
overlong, as is the finale. Middle 
spot is fast and goes nicely. Finale 
is an original “Anna and the King 
of Siam” which is repetitious and 
unimaginative until Beatrice Kraft 
‘ond her dancers come on. Proceed- 
ings take on class and zing from 
thereon. Miriam Lavalle’s acroantics 


are socko, adding spice to the pres- | 


entation. Production singers and 


dancers Kent Edwards, Betty Heath- | 


and Ray Malone handle what is 
Tivos them in top fashion. 

Harry Cool and his orch back the 
+ ad niftily, while Dacita and her 
fhumbaddicts handle the hip swing- 
ers in fine style. Lary. 


Havana Madrid. N. Y. 


Teddy & Phyllis Rédriguez, 3 Aces, 
_ Winters, Maclovia Ruiz, Luis Del 
ampo Orch (8); $3.50 min. 





Reflecting a decided improvement 
ever its previous show, this pop- 
priced Broadway bistro has corraled 
some talent new to Gotham along 
with some familiars that should de- 
velop into smartly-paced entertain- 
ment after a little tightening up. 

Spanish terp team of Teddy and 





| while the paint was still wet in this 


; sonality” is 


‘for production numbers neatly. 


. . | Marjorie Hughes, 
Phyilis Rodriguez (New Acts), newly 


ago, warbles some seven numbers 
Opening with the faded “Coffee 
Song,” a r choice, he does an 
okay “I'll Close My Eyes” and segues 
into “Girl That I Marry.” Wins ad- 
ditional salvos on “Buttermilk Sky” 
and “Gloccamorra.” 

Forming his own band nine months | 
ago, Xavier Cugat’s one-time vocal- 
ist. Luis Del Campo is a holdover | 
from the previous show. Singing ; 
maestro has an infectious personality 
and handles his small combo, con- 
sisting of four reed and four rhythm, 
with finesse. He’s an acceptable 
emcee for the floorshow and while 
busy with those chores, bass player 
Luis Barreiro takes over the baton. 
Between shows band dishes out 
brisk dansapation for the rhumbad- | 
dicts, 





Rie Cabana. Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 19. 
Frances Faye, Jack Carter, Copsey 
& Ayres, Bob Lee, Line (6), Cee 
Davidson Orch (8); $2.50-$3.50 Min. 


Frances Fave, who brought ’em in 


room, returns with lots of new stuff, 
to topline current show. Gal does 


' 
| 


la neat job of selling her tunes with | 


the throaty 
comebacks. 


personality and sharp 
Slick routine on “Per- 
sock while “Sorrento” 
and “Anniversary Song” also get good 
reception that add up to a begoff. 
Some of the material is blueish, but 
they eat it up. 

Jack Carter, youthful comic, gets | 
off to slow start but comes through | 
in the stretch. Lad is as fast they 
come, sometimes getting them off 
before proper digestion sets ‘in. | 
Easily tops is takeoff on pic stars 
that sets him solidly. 

Bob Copsey and Carolyn Ayres | 
click with their terping. Costuming 
is lush, and gal is a stunner. Line 
provides neat backing for dance 
team and in a rhumba production 


number. Costumes are smart, es- 
pecially the long, flowing black 


satin jobs. Bob Lee handles vocals 


Cee Davidson orch backs show 
nicely and also okay for customer 
dansapation. 


| Britton’s 
| the essential thing. 


showgirl sized. Group is attractively 
costumed and don’t slouch through 
routines but — a commendable 
try for originality. 

‘Three Heaey Brothers deliver a 
clicko acrobatic dance stint replete 
with backflips and flying leaps that 
come dangerously close to knocking 
the vest buttons off the front-seaters. 
Trio also indulge in comic by-play 
but here they rely too heavily upon 
the easy and off-color swish gag 
for laughs. : : 

Nola Day completes the lineup in 
a session of chirping that makes 
for nice balance. Renders two num- 
bers, “Good Day” and “Begin the 
Beguine” in nice style, although 
voice is too small to command full 
attention of diners. Gal has a good, 
smoky voice that might be more ef- 
fective with bluesy torch numbers 
than type of songs in her present 
repertoire 

Heart of the show is, 
band, whose 


of course, 
music is not 
Combo features 
Tom Rafferty’s versatile comic talent 
in a mad setting of general mayhem. 
Britton pulls out ail the stops in his 
try for laughs, going from smart 
satire mostly to  prattfalls and 
straight slapstick. Britton’s stuff is 
right down the alley for the aver- 


this popular-priced dining room. 
This was clearly evidenced by fact | 
that the orch had to begoff. Herm, 


Esquire, Mont'l 
Montreal, Feb. 21. 
Alys Robi, Buddy Lewis, Vince & 


Gloria Haydock, Line (10), Armand | ment 


Meerte’s Orch (9), Rhumba Trio; $1 | 
rit, | 


| 
age-guy-on-the-street that frequents | 
j 


| does it sell? 


are currently pacing a rapid turn- 
over of out-of-town patrons, 

Criticism of a unit like this should 
not deal necessarily with the quality 
or style of music, but with the sim- 
ple, ever-present showbiz formula: 
In this case it certainly 
does. If anything, the draw of the 
Three Suns has compounded over the 
past few years, with network sus- 
tainers and transcriptions taking 
them into the hinterlands, 
platters for overseas GI's, their more 
recent Majestic disks, and now 
they’ve pacted with Victor. Results 
show, too, with at least 90% of the 
saloon’s business coming from 
transients. 

Musically, the trio falls deep into 
the mickey mouse 
Their opener, “Twilight Time,” sets 





the mood and other like tunes fol- 


| low in succession, with “Dardanella.” 


“Embraceable You,” “Managua Nica- 


| ragua,” “Claire de Lune” all played 


in the same inobtrusive fashion. 
Instrumentation is indicative of 

style; Suns have Artie Dunn on the 

Hammond organ, Al Nevins on the 


| guitar and Morty Nevins on the ac- 


| cordion. 
| by the Hammond, with guitar pro- | 
| viding rhythm backing and accordion 


spot with far less empty tables than 


usual. 


Songstress has come quite a long | 
way as a cafe performer since she | 


left here to make her debut at the 
Blue Angel, N. Y., but she hasn’t 
come quite far enough. Gal looks 
great on the floor, has good person- 
ality and salesmanship, but her work 
shows too many rought spots to class 
her as ready for swankier spots. 
Opens with clicko “Chickaboom,” 
does some French numbers for hefty 
mitting then segues into “Zip-a-Dee- 
Doo-Dah,” a bad choice. “Babalu” 





| Click, Philly 
Philadelphia, Feb. 19. 
Frankie Carle Orch (16) with | 


Rocky Valentine Orch (6) no cover 


rrived from appearances on the | or min. 


oast, are refreshingly original and 


wins a. begoff. Three Aces, Cuban | 


acro trio (New Acts), also registers 
in difficult hand-to-hand balancing. 

More or less a standard at Latin 
boites, flamenco dancer Maclovia 
Ruiz, 
ounces, clicks 
gmall floor. 


she projects herself well. 


—— 





a a Y 











Frank Palumbo’s massive musical 
|top continues with its parade of the 


goes over well as does “Coax Me.” 
Impressionist Buddy Lewis, 


| veloped a breezy style of gag selling 

and in his own spot registers in some 
| boff takeoffs. olson bit could be 
| worked on, since it’s tough for the 
| folks to take after seeing the Jolie 


top name bands presenting the music | flicker. 


| of Frankie Carle and Rocky Valen- 
tine. Latter 


| terpers. 


| Carle once again proves that he’s 
|tops in the key-pounding circuit. | Meerte’s orch cues the show in neat 


Wanding his band through a well- | fashion. 


paced and well-diversified program 


| he alternates between the schmaltz | 
ing the jump-style of rhythm, mak- | 


sters as well as those of more tender | 





COMED 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nos. 1 thra 22 @ $1.00 each 
“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS” 
3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES” 
10 Sock Parodies for $10.00 
“HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 


(Hew to Be an Emcee) 
$3.00 Per Copy 


No €.0.D.’s on any material! If en 
route, also send permanent address. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 





years. Carle’s solos on the keyboard 
are a delight to the eardrums. ; 

Marjorie Hughes, soprano vocalist, 
is as good to look at and sells her 
numbers okay. Male vocalist Greg 
Lawrence also scores with the elbow- 
benders at the giant bar and the 
diners down front. 

Valentine’s crew alternate on the 
raised dais, dovetailing Latin 
rhythms with standard swing. When 
caught, house was about half-filled, 
possibly due to heavy aon 

val. 


Teeland. N. Y. 
Milt Britton’s Orch (8) with Tom 
Debutantes (7), 3 Honey Bros., Lou 








woes Trio; $2 min. 
} 


Getting an early start on the 
| spring and summer season, this eat- 
ery has melted down its ice rink, 
dispensed with the skaters, and is 
settling down with a bangup show 
headed by Milt Britton’s combo. 





| Britton has transplanted his zany 


——————— ' antics from the vaude stage into the 


| Iceland, and while some of his stuff 


goog | is a bit too raw for a dinner side 








LEONARD GREEN AGENCY 


inc 


| dish, on the whole it’s surefire comic 


- | fare. For the repeat crowd, Britton 
p is giving two different shows at 7:30 | 


and 10:30 p.m., with the last early 


= | am. show repeating the first. 
Other items on the bill make for , 


a very snappy layout. Show opens 
| with a jazz ballet number by Ted 
| Taft and a group of seven fresh- 


139 E. 57th Se, WY. C. PL. 9-7470' looking gals, three of whom are 
Ee 
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Mgt.—UNIVERSAL ATTRACTIONS 
565 Fifth Avenue, New York 


ing the dance floor safe for the old- | 


Rafferty, Nola Day, Ted Taft & 


Vince and Gloria Haydock get a | 


é is a six-man combo| nice mitt in their smartly-routined | 
in a flame colored gown with | which is becoming a fave with local 
i a mean  castanet 
while gamboling about the nitery’s 
Displaying a nice figure 
along with an. appealing personality, 
Baritone 
Hal Winters, who told the audience 
that he’d made his professional debut 
at the Havana Madrid three years 


ectmeeinedl 


tap stint. Soft shoe bit and skipping 
rope routine also register. 
Gal line is okay and Armand 


Biz good. Laza. 


Cafe Society Downtown 
(FOLLOWUP) 





|Cafe Society Downtown for the 
|umpteenth time, following a long 
|concert tour. As in the past. his 


| ballads, Negro spirituals and blues 
songs, to his own guitar accompani- 
|ment, seem to find their perfect set- 
ting in Barney Josephson’s under- 
| ground palace of sophisticate en- 
tertainment. 

White’s return is made even a bit 
| more noteworthy than usual by his 
|intro to nitery audiences of a new 


| 
} 


;tune he debuted at the President’s | 


Birthday Ball in New York a few 
weeks ago. It’s labeled “The Man 
| Who Couldn’t Walk Around” and 
'was written by Mackinlay Kantor 
|}and Harry Rosenthal, who donated 
it to the Infantile Paralysis Founda- 
| tion. It’s message is to polio victims 
|to take heart from the example of 
|the late President Roosevelt and it 
|makes a perfect addition to the 
White repertoire of folk and psuedo- 
| folk tunes. 

Cutting down on the quantity— 
definitely not the quality—of its en- 
tertainment, in keeping with current 
| trends, White is sharing the show 


ist, who’s a holdover. Usual comedy 
spot, vacated by Phil Leeds Satur- 
day (8), is being left open, with the 
show currently all. music. That’s 
| Okay with the very special audience 
which this Greenwich Village spot 
draws. 

Reason for holding Miss Miller is 
evident. She’s a very light-skinned 
| Negro gal who's a nifty looker with 
great poise, personality and show- 





who | 
Greg Lawrence; | also handles the m.c. chores, has de« 


only with Olivette Miller, hot harp- | 


Melodic vein is simply set 


embroidery. 


Tomm. 





ranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 

_ Saranac Lake, N. Y., Feb. 25. 
Victor (IATSE) Gamba bedded for 
an indefinite period while taking 
continuation of the Munaldi treat- 
He recently mastered major 

operation. 
Joseph Taft shot in from the Big 


| Town to visit his frau, May Taft, who 


Return of French warbler Alys | 'S Progressing OK. ; 
| Robi here should make for nice|_ Magrum, the — magician, who | 
perking up of offish biz of late. Miss | Stopped off to mitt his co-wérker, | 
Robi has a good following here Car] Kessler (‘The Amazing Mr. 
| through radio and first night found | Ballantine”), who is progressing 


nicely, put on a magic show for the 
patients, It cheered up the gang 
plenty. 


Cliff Farmer and Stella May Peb- | 


bler are back in the downtown col- 
ony after a three-month stay in Cali- 
fornia. ' 


John P. Carney in from Albany to 


recently licked a minor operation. 
Raybrook sanatorium patients put 
on “Raybrook Scandals of 1947” to 
a packed house. Lester Belin. Lor- 
raine Lewandowski, Al McClay and 
Ronnie Tierney ran away with top 
ponors of show, produced by Ione 
eed. 


|, Patients of the Rogefs are attend- 


ing leather novelties. 
Guild furnish instructors. 
ers to class include 
| Garry Vandermast, 
and Joseph Lowey. 





Helen Carlson 


Arnold Coleman was handed a 10- | 
day furlough and left for his home | 


in N. Y. ¢. 
(Write to those who are ill.) 




















Continued from page 51 Fs 


Josh White returned last week to ture of the union” and postponed 


| further hearings indefinitely. 
After the hearing, Shelvey and his 


| group set up an AGVA office in the | 


Serer building, two floors above 
that of the other Philly unit, Signs 
| were plastered all over the building 
and in agents offices which read: 


of Variety Artists, Room 709. Shubert 
Building. Transact all AGVA busi- 
ness there.” It was signed by Freddie 
Dale, as national representative. 
Dale issued the following state- 
ment in opening the office: “We have 
been recognized by Joseph -McDon- 
Ough, head of the Philadelphia Cen- 





resentatives of AGVA in Philadel- 
| phia. Therefore all business with 


| our union must be done through this 
office.” * 


A hearing has been ordered for 
next Monday (3) in the suit filed 


Monday (24) by the American Guild 


Philadelphia 
funds. 


| office, 
| Six officers of AGVA’s local No. 6 


records and 


in Philadelphia, together with the 
Liberty Title and Trust Co. were 


named defendants in the action be-| 
| gun before Judge Joseph L. Kun in | 


| Court of Common Pleas. 
Litigation left Philly nitery own- 


manship. In addition to which, she’s | ¢rs wondering with whom to negoti- 


virtuoso at 
Following her 


a real 
harp. 


swinging that| ate entertainers’ contracts. 
instrumental | 
numbers, she warbles one specialty | 


' The na- 
tional organization in New York and 


that despite the harp. she’s no angel. | officers of local six both claim to be 


A lot more such chirping from her 


would be welcome. 

| Gene Cedric’s band has replaced 
iJ. C. Heard’s aggregation, with 
pianist Cliff Jackson staying on to 
fill the lulls, erb. 





Cireus Bar. N. Y. 
(PICADILLY HOTEL) 
(FOLLOWUP) 


Some sort of latter-day saloon 
marathon is being waged by the) 
Three Suns, as they enter their | 


seventh year at the Circus Bar o 


: f | ; 
| the Picadilly hotel. These purveyors | also being asked through action not | 
, of pash have managed to keep the | ‘0 honor checks drawn on funds of 


bargaining agents. 


fendants Dick Jones, Jimmie Evans, 

Doc Irving, John Tay, Mickey Al- 
| son, all identified as officers of the 
local, in addition to the Liberty Title 
and Trust Co, 

Court is asked to direct defendants 
| to vacate offices of the local in the 


records and funds to Matt Shelvey, 
national director of AGVA. Bank is 


small bar packed all the while, and | local. 


lus their | 


classification. | 


visit his brother Hugh Carney, who | 


| ing weekly classes in the art of mak- | 
Study & Craft | 
Newcom- | 
Edith Garzke, | 


Philly Local | | 


“National Branch, American Guild | 


tral Labor Union as the official rep- | 


of Variety Artists for custody of its | 


The petition filed named as de-| 


pert, Jerry Lewis, Frankie Richard- | 


Shubert building and turn over office, | 


Walters Raps 
‘Coercion’ In 
Cuffo Benefits 


Miami Beach, 





Editor, VARIETY: 
I believe that the time h 


as come 
when someone should step out in an 
| effort to do away with these so. 


called “nights of stars”—these gigan. 
tic affairs that are sponsored without 
the. permission of any theatre, any 
nightclub or any actor. 


Again and again we are 
into sending ou 
which:— 


coerced 
acts to charities in 


a. We have no personal inter. 


est. 
b. Affairs for which we have 
already bought tickets or con. 


tributed personally or for adver. 
tising. 

ce. Affairs which are run to 
personally glorify an individual. 
Usually these are testimonial 
dinners given to judges or poli- 
ticians or some wealthy individ. 
ual who is feted by his em. 
ployees or by his other wealthy 
friends. 

d. Affairs which are held at 
the Waldorf, Ritz Carlton, Pierre 
| or other hotels who charge more 

for a dinner without music and 
entertainment than we do with 
it. Yet the actors are asked to 
work for nothing. 

e. Affairs which could easily 
| be held in a cafe or in a theatre 
where the owners of these estab- 
lishments, in addition to helping 
the organization, would not be 
hurt by loss of business. 

f. Affairs which are run in 
communities Outside of New 
York where we have to send 
acts on long taxi rides in the 
dead of winter while they are 
still sweating and steaming from 
just having finished a strenuous 
| performance. 

g. Affairs where often so 
many acts have been = ap- 
proached that very often artists 
wait around for hours to go on 
and sometimes don’t even go on 
| at all. 

h. Affairs run by organizations 
| from which no one gets any 
} benefit—where all of the money 
| js spent on food, drinks and 


(Continued on page 56) 


Leal sells . 
ROBERTS 








MENTALISTS 2-2 MAGICAL MASTERS) 


March 3rd to 15th 
STATLER HOTEL 
4 Buffalo, N. Y. 


Thanks to 
HARRY KILBY and GAC 


Per. Kep.: HARRY GREEN 














} 
| 





STEVE EVANS 


Offering 
HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS 
CORT Cinctanatl 
Fi N ty [m. 
, ARS MATTY ROSEN 


Lene ——— em 











Gags—Thousands of Em! 


Comics, MCs, Disc Jockeys. etc.— 
a steady 
by 





You can now be assured of 
supply of fresh up-to-DAY 999% 


subscribing to PUNCH LINES, 12 issue* 
for $10. 
sock gags written 
Special 

LINES 1, , 
each—only one dollar per 'ssv®- 


Each issue will contain 100 
by a top gagman. 
introductory WALUE: PUNCH 


2 contains over 200 goss 
Nos. 











3, 4 ready soon. 
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276 W. 43 St. New York City 








LAUGHS UNLIMITED | 
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Capitol, N. Y. 

Kathryn Grayson, Johnnie John- 
Perry Franks & Janice, Paul 

Sedan Nat Brandwynne Orch (20); 
ining or the End” (M-G), re- 


en ig Variety, Feb. 19, 47, . 


hing in the new Capitol 
de show, cou led to “The Begin- 
or the End,” builds up to one 
2 ormer—Kathryn Grayson. Be- 
fore that and beyond that what oc- 
curs forms just another interval be- 
tween picture showings. Miss Gray- 
son, coupled to Johnnie Johnston, 
with whom she’s been doing a series 
of theatre dates, does a real j6b on- 
Pe one can say this layout is poor. 
but neither «is it extraordinary. 
It’s just a stage show with little 
get excited about _There’s the usual 
dance team, comic, singer and a 
group of musicians conducted by 
pianist Nat Brahdwynne, who here- 
tofore has confined himself mostly 
to hotel and cafe. dates with much 
smaller bands. It isn’t until Miss 
Grayson shows that there’s any real 
spark. ' 

Brandwynne opens things with a 
soggy bit of work on “I Want to Be 
Happy” and is followed by the tap 
team of Perry Franks and Janice. 
They do a group of routines teed off 
by a duo bit that’s well done. Boy 
works solo midway and proves him- 
self an excellent tapster. But then 
the act hits a snag with the bowoff 
pit, entailing a tap routine by the 
boy around a sort of ballet stint by 
the girl. It’s slow and lacks punch 
for a finish. 

Johnston is on next 
one time seemed to have quite a 
future. Perhaps he still has, but 
he’s not showing as much as a seller 
of songs as he did the last time he 


This guy at 


worked this house, which he explains | 


was his last p.a. Perhaps he’s rusty; 
his voice and style, which was at 
least individual if not always as ac- 
curate as it could be, was given real 
help by a manner of selling that 
made him outstanding. That's miss- 
ing here and so is any real reaction. 
He forces an encore composed of a 
Jerome Kern medley and it turns 
out the best. of his repertoire, which 
includes, “Sooner or Later,” “Oh But 
I Do,” “Guilty” and “Old Black 
Magic.” They’re, all soggy. although 
it must be said he gets little help 
from Brandwynne on the important 
opening tune, “Sooner.” The 
is lacking. 

: Paul Regan does well. His vocal 
imitations go on and on. There are 
s0 many that he could without miss- 
ing them eliminate some of the less 
accurate such as the Claghorn-Allen, 
Edward G. Robinson and one or two 
others. Most of his work is true to 
a fine point, however, building up to 


really swell takeoffs of Will Rogers | 


(an unusual subject) and F.D.R. 
Regan’s material is good, too, nicely 
tying the various items together. 
Brandwynne, who does all m.c.’ing 
and handles himself excellently in 
the chore, brings Miss Grayson on 
with the line, “from the magic 
M-G-M studios.” Cute, but a bit 
overdressed in a gown seemingly old 
for her, Miss Grayson hits the bulls 
eye from the start with an unbilled 
une. then goes after “Time After 
me, a new one from her forth- 
foe, Sim, “It Happened in Brook- 
n, Jalousie,” and a bit with 
Johnston apparently called “If 
ou're Ever Down By the Ocean.” 
Finishes with a duet of “I Hear 
usic.” Featuring a voice that’s un- 
Usually warm in both high and low 
nicely controlled, the 
young star makes a deep impression 
on her listeners, vocally and visu- 
ally. She handles herself well and, 
n short, is quite a performer. 
Wood. 





State, N. Y. 
Richard Himber Orch (15) with 
arol Kay, Diana Berry, Gaudsmith 
Tos. (2), Amory Bros. (4); “Till the 
Clouds Roll By” (M-G). 





Richard Himber and _ his society 
rand of music is making one of his 
Tiodic appearances at the State, 
0, Y., as topliner of current bill. 
oe comprising three rhythm, 
Tee violins, four reeds, three 


‘’rasses and femme harpist, gives out 


with slick, listenable arrangements 
oe stanza and valuable musical 
eee to other acts on the bill. 
are fronts band neatly and han- 
€s emcee chore affably. 
th er a few bars of its new 
emer, ‘Open the Door, Richard,” 
vg segues into own arrangement 
with oe ® Sorry Now?” to set it 
th the outfronters. Carol Kay, 
rn band vocalist, socks over 
Cone, rendition of “Come Rain or 
ome Shine” for solid returns. Band 
with paraphrases “Danube Waltz” 
slant Anniversary Song” to point up 
Marity of tunes and handled in 
P drawer fashion, with violin trio 
Spotlighted. 
eyviana Berry, one of the trio of 
With ans acts, follows and scores 
with nifty tapstering, interspersed 
nice} comedy chatter that adds up 
net 4 on overall. Gal, a lanky bru- 
the; ees off with comedy song and 
routi gets down to terping in two 
ity ines showing definite original- 
Hi Off to good applause. 
“Fw eo and his lads take over to 
for pound Hy Harrow, sideman, 
on vocal Satire on calypso singers 
chita” 4°, in the Bank” and “Con- 
amith that go over neatly. Gaud- 
Brothers and their educated 
ches add to the merriment with 


eir standard comedy canine act.) 


‘oodles gre wel)-trained and arn 

aughs n failing to obey aiiote 
Amory brothers, close harmony 
quartet, slott in closing spot 
ive out on ussian ballad, an 
talian folk song “Sorrento,” but 





really cook on the f y 

Negro Spirituals, “Who Built we | 
Ark?” and “Swing Low, Sweet | 
Chariot.” Lads make nice appear- | 
ance, blend harmony well and earn | 
nice response. 


Band closes with “Richard” theme. | 


a, i 





Tower, K. C. 
Kansas City, Feb. 21. 





to | 


beat 


Jay Arnold, Dana & Lyles, Hanlon 
& Clark, Gloria Gould, Jack Parks’ 
| Tower Orch (9); “Sioux City Sue” | 
ok vy and “Fighting Frontiersman” 
(Col) 


Tower's 35 minutes of stage show 
this week are fairly routine through- 
Out and show stacks up as mild en- 
tertainment. Somewhat off the pace 
of the past couple of weeks, but 
probably explained by a last minute 
booking switch due to tYansportation 
difficulties. Switch brought in Jay 
Arnold few hours i 


| Ar v oh before Opening 
Friday as singing m.c. and he comes 
through nicely despite the short 
notice. 

Jack Parks’ house band opens 
|show with a standout arrangement 
on a Duke Ellington medley, fea- 
tured instrumentalists getting loud 
approval on “Mood Indigo” and 
“Sophisticated Lady.” Arnold fol- 


lows with his own singing turn, of- 
fering a song montage from Irish 
ballads through “Il Pagliaccio” and 
“Eili Eili” down to “Yankee Doodle 
Dandy.” His high register vocaling 
| gets neat applause. 

Pace sags a bit for rest of show. 
Dana & Lyles in a_ conventional 
{roller skating act run through their 
acrobatic whirls well enough, but 
the presentation could stand some 
smoothing out. Gloria Gould as dis- | 
covery night winner shows a good | 
soprano on “Make Believe.” 

Hanlon and Clarke take over clos- 
jing spot with slapstick comedy. 
While Miss Clarke knocks herself 
out with wacky comedy gyrations | 
land pair work hard at dragging | 
| laughs from their chatter, response 
| from the customers is only mild. 


Quin. 


Adams, Newark 

Newark, Feb. 20. 
Beneke & Glenn Miller Orch 
| (30), with Mello Larks (4), Gary 
| Stevens; Helene & Howard, Leon 
| Fields; “Ginger” (Mono). 


Tex 





Although many bands are hitting 


|the rocks, Tex Beneke and the 
Glenn Miller outfit continue to 
gather in the shekels. Easily the 


| largest band of the vaude circuits, 
| this one comes loaded to the gunnels 
| with 12 strings, four percussion, five 
reeds, four trombones, four trumpets 
}and French horn. It is also loaded 
|for bear, as can be heard in the 
variety of sounds that Beneke 
coaxes from his miniature army. 

The unit creates a better overall 
effect of smoothness and tonal sock 
than in any individual numbers. Best 
of the bunch is “Meadowlands,” Red 
Army ditty, played in patrol fashion. 
One of the prettier essays is “Yes- 
terdays,” Kern item _ soulfully 
tenored' by Beneke. Latter also 
chants along with Mello Larks in 
neat arrangements of “Uncle 
Remus,” and “Gal in Calico.” A 
finale groups together “Chattanooga 
Choo-Choo,” “This Is the Night,” 
“Don’t Be That Way” and “Serenade 
in Blue,” to fine response. 

Gary Stevens, crooner, moons 
through “Oh But I Do” and “For 
You, For Me,” with nice reaction 
from the bobby-sox element. 

Smart bits are contributed by 
Helene and Howard who kid ball- 
roomantics via slapstick acrobatics, 
and Leon Fields, clever young comic 
whose stuff is reasonably ee 

ran, 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, bs % 
Dick Jurgens Orch (17), e 
Glenns (3), Cy Reeves; “That Bren- 
nan Girl” (Rep). 


Dick Jurgens’ combination has not 
played theatre dates for the past five 
or six years, but he has much more 
to offer than many bands that have 
been playing them for years. Great- 
est asset is that band looks fresh and 
sounds fresh. Main trouble now is 
a matter of programming, Hora 
Staccato” as a second number drags 
the show. If it should be used it 
would go better later in the bill. 








Vaude Monologists 
Will Crop Up Again 


Staid culture foundry of concert- 


ists and lecturers, New York’s Town | 
Hall last week unveiled a new type | 


|Of rostrum performer. A little fel- 
| low by the name of Georgie Price 
| broke in an act. You may remem- 
ber him from the days when he 
played the Town Hall of vaudeville. 
the old Palace on Broadway 
On Saturday, at midnight 
Georgie Price tackled a new 
dium—the lecture platform He 
spoke of events and personalities 
And with his more than 40 years of 
experience before audiences, Price 
that an entertainer can 
balcony whatever the me- 


(22), 


me- 


showed 
reach the 


;aium 


The only difference here was that 
Price was selling gab, and all on the 
square. It was something which he 
sold for its basic values And, 
wisely, Price chose a_ subject 
which he could spiel best—show 
business and its people. 

He’s got a few things to straighten 
out before he hits the bigtime spiel 
circuit, but then again, it isn’t like 
starting with a Gus Edwards unit 
again. Price knows audiences, and 
it won't be long before he estab- 
lishes himself in the field 

Despite frigid weather compli- 
cated by a record snowfall a couple 
of days earlier, a near-capacity au- 
dience turned out at $3 top. Price’s 
talk, once he got by the prelimi- 
naries of doing his standard act, ran | 
past the 1 a.m. deadline. He talked | 
about showbusiness, the old show 
business, of such stalwarts as Jol- 
son, Cantor and Jessel. His re- | 


warmth and the certain knowledge | 


|of a participant in a past, glorious | 


era. He told of their weaknesses 


|and conceits with tolerance and un- | 


derstanding. No sensational ex- | 
poses—just pleasurable listening. 
Price also revealed some trade | 


itricks. He told how some greats of | 


ithe variety stage milked extra bows, | 


and it was hilarious. Eddie Leonard 
|singing every number but his fa- | 
|mous “Ida,” or the gimmick of a} 
| performer coming out with a musi- | 
|cal instrument he never played, are | 
| still being done today, Price pointed 
| out. 
| Since the concert and lecture was 
under auspices of the N. Y. Herald 
| Tribune Fresh Air Fund, Price told | 
| of his own boyhood in the slums of | 
|lower eastside N. Y. Son of a bar-| 
| ber, he revealed how he first aug- | 
| mented the meagre family income 
iby singing in saloons. At five he 
| joined Gus Edwards’ juve revues. 
|}He’s been in showbusiness ever | 
since, except for a time when he de- | 
voted all his time to his Wall Street 
' 





| brokerage some years ago. 


Don’t look now. but that’s an old- 
time vaude monologist looking over 
your shouldér. Brushing up on his 
routine, no doubt—only now he'll 
call it lecturing. Little Georgie 
Price has given him an idea. Jose. 





Golden Gate. Frisco 
San Francisco, Feb. 21. 
Danny Kaye, Georgia Gibbs, 3 Da- 
rescos, Russ Clark, Bud Moore’s 
Orch (14); “Lone Wolf in Mexico” 
(Col). 





But for the inadroit booking, 
which brought Danny Kaye into 
‘this dominantly Catholic community 
to open Ash Wednesday for the 
first week of Lent, house records 
would be toppling as the local Kaye 
fans jammed the Golden Gate to 
take house out of recent doldrums. 

The well-rounded bill opens with 
the Threg Darescos, two men and a 
gal, who get over nicely in a slick 
adagio routine. Trio works smooth- 
ly. building up to a flash finish. 

Russ Clark, puppeteer working on 
small portable stage, gets sock re- 
turns for smart manipulation of 
colorful puppets. Dolls include 
sepia tapper, clown that blows soap 
bubbles, stripteaser and skeleton for 
good somedy effect. ; 

Georgia Gibbs, songstress, delivers 
a brace of songs to good response, 
including “Blue Skies,” “More than 


minutes, is a tribute to comic, who 
half a dozen years ago matriculated 
and graduated from the Catskill 


Now All Those Old 


on | 


You Know” and a torrid “South 
America Take it Away.” 

Kaye’s smash reception, whose | 
routine the night caught ran 50 


other tidbits unclassifiable but hi- 
larious. Sam Pruger does neat ac- 
companying on piano. 


acts. Ted, 


Apollo, N. ¥. 
Johnny Otis Orch (17), Cats & the 
‘Fiddle (4), Russ Miller, Scratch & 
Patch, “Fats” Thomas, Deborah 
|Murphy, Lem Talley, Pigmeat, John 
‘Bunn & Sybil Lewis; “Lady Chasers” 
| (PRC) 





| . 

} Current layout at this Harlem 
showcase is lacking in marquee 
strength, but nevertheless it’s a 


| nicely paced bill which satisfied the 


few payees who ventured out in 
the snowstorm opening night Fri- 
day (21) Show runs the gamut 
from Russ Miller’s qaog act t Pig 
meat’s standard comedy blackout 
Comprising five reed, eight brass 
and four rhythm, Johnny Otis’ 
combo puts the emphasis on noise 
Led by drummer Otis, who’s planted 
amid his paraphernalia in the fore- 
part of the podium, boys are rather 
brassy in a so-so arrangement of 
“Begin the Beguine.” Crew later 


| leaves the stand for some jammin’, 


| marching up and down stage in 
| what bore a faint rgsemblance to 
close order drill. What it loses in 
| raggedness, outfit makes up in en- 
thusiasm. 

Maestro Otis contribs a solo on 


the skins. Does some frenzied stick- 
beating on a blacked out stage with 
drum shining with a pale blue, lu- 
minescent effect. Earned good recep- 
tion. Sax player Lem Talley moves 
off the stand for a humorous vocal 
of “Open the Door, Richard.” 
Versatile Russ Miller pleases with 
lariat spinning, unicycle riding fol- 
lowed by a dog routine. Using three 
pooches, one does a hind-leg balance 
on a tight rope and holds paper in 
mouth while Miller breaks it 
off with crack of a bull whip. Canine 


its 


by an-unbilled femme, ofay turn 


Bud Moore's band provides splen- | 
did backing for Kaye and the other | 


was well received. Scratch & Patch, ! 


comedy duo, also won fair salvos. 
Tall, stately sepia warbler Deb- 
orah Murphy chirps “Might As Well 


| Be Spring,” but although doing well 


with it, it’s apparent her deep, 
throaty pipes are more suited for 
the jump numbers such as “Route 
66,’ which she sings along with a 


few bumps for the house wolves. 
Garners nice applause 
Show closes with vocalist “Fats” 


Thomas and Cats & the Fiddle, mu- 
sical quartet. 
Chicago Theatre, Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 21. 
Dean Murphy, Connee Boswell, 
Martin Bros. (2), Lou Breese Orch 
(14); “Dead Reckoning” (WB). 


| 


| New Acts | 








| 

| CATS AND THE FIDDLE (4) 
; Instrumental-Songs 

'15 Mins. 

Apollo, N. ¥. 


Although reputed to have been to- 
gether some time, this sepia quartet 
is unlisted in Variety files. Com- 
prising bass and three guitars—two 
of them electric—outfit held closing 
spot here and impressed both with 
their vocal harmonies and musician- 
ship. Limiting their repertoire to their 
recordings on this appearance, boys 
would do better to use some of the 
more popular numbers in the future. 

Ne atly clad 


| 


in tuxes, group opens 
with “Kilroy Was Here,” and follows 
with “I'd Rathe Drink,” one of its 
waxings, marked by unusual vocal 
overtones and clever guitar effects, 
Also do “Romance Without Finance 
Is a Nuisance,” fast rhythmic novel- 
ty. and “I Miss You So.” Apollo date 
marks guitarist Austin Powell’s re- 
sumption with the turn after a three- 
year Army stint. Top-drawer war- 


bler handles the melodies while 
mates supply background harmonies. 
e. oe 

TEDDY & PHYLLIS RODRIGUEZ 
DANCE 
15 Mins. 
Havana 

Fresh 





Madrid, N. Y. 
from the Coast and appear- 


ances at Ciro’s and theatre dates, 
Teddy and Phyllis Rodriguez are a 
reireshingly original dance auo 
whose meticulous precision is the 
epitome of grace. They’re a good 


bet for the swankier spots. 
Attractively garbed in a white chif- 
fon gown with beaded bodice, femme 
is a svelte blonde whose top-drawer 
terping is matched by the ability of 
her partner, who sports dark trou- 
sers and a grey vest. Bathed in a 


n, Ride Soe Sostea ; , | clear white spot, duo open with a 
miniscenses were delivered with a| also skips rope in tandem. Assisted | 434, and oieue into a ees 


Follow with “Begin the Beguine” 
and an original creation tagged 
“League of Nations.” Their inter- 
pretation is seemingly effortless. 
Close with a routine bordering on 
the Lindy. Begged off to solid re- 


; ception. 


| Featuring 


THREE ACES 


Acro 
8 Mins. 
Havana Madrid, N. Y. 
Here in the States for several 
months, three Cuban boys are mak- 


ing their New York bow at this spot. 
difficult hand-to-hand 


| stuff, youthful trio works ’em out to 


While not a high budgeted show, | 


layout at Balaban & Katz 
is one of the best balanced 
bills in several months. 

Show tees off with Lou Breese 
house orch giving out on “Anni- 
versary Song” featuring Rudy Wag 
ner pianist on the solo and Breese 
on trumpet passage. 
heavy applause. 

Martin brothers are playing repeat 
date. 

Marionetists repeat same routine, 
but skill of manipulation and sense 
of rhythm put them above some 
of the other string-pullers. Espe- 
cially strong is their heart-broken 
clown and rhumba sisters bits. Bow 
off to hefty mitt. 

Dean Murphy scores with his take- 
offs of film stars in rapid fire throw- 
aways, where he gets top results is, 
instead of using the usual routines, 
Murphy uses the stars only as a me- 
dia for his observations on topical 
issues. Does impressions of Harry 
Richman and Hildegarde. Follows 
with routine of famous people he 
has met and ends in a stirring trib- 
ute to the late F.D.R. in latter's plea 
for eternal peace. Bows off to solid 
Cages. 

onnee Boswell fits right in the 
bill with her sock renditions of 
“Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah,” “Girl That 
I Marry,” “Buttermilk Sky,” “South 
America, Take It Away” and “Show 
Boat” medley. Encores with “Stormy 
Weather” for additional salvos. Solid 


current 
flagship 


hit. 
Lower floor almost filled at second 
show. Loop. 





Unit Review 











Spike Jones Revue 
(MPLS. AUDITORIUM) 








Band is mere on strings (5) but is 
oo schmaltzy. 
nerhree bandsmen double on vocals, 
all with above average Voices. 
Castle 
‘ie waited, while Al Galante handles 
comic tunes. Surprise 1s Ray Blanco, 
guitarist, who swings “Bobaloo” to 
good mitting. Ban a soloists 
ri oral arrangements. | 
"= Saree. deadpan comic, scores 
with his Danny Kaye takeoff - 
| “Dark Eyes” and jazzed up — 
Man River.” If Reeves would ac 
| another skit, replacing some of = 
old gags a tees off with, he'd ge 
fier results. 
vy act on bill is Three Glenns, 
top balancing trio that work smoothly 
with gal understander, sexy arene 
getting sock reception for her lifts 
and other gymnastics. Loop. 








does okay with roman- | 


| Toying with the susceptibilities of 
lhis audience with consummate self- 
assurance, and running the gamut 
from outright buffoonery, to first- 
be satire, to lump-in-the throat sen- 
ltiment, Kaye figuratively drenched 
‘his audience with songs and items of 
‘the leave-em-limp quality. To send 
\°om away happy Kaye did encore 
after encore, including a song tribute 
'to his infant daughter Dina. 
Kaye's 50-minute pitch included 
“Minnie the Moocher,” which had 
ithe seat-warmers bg coongy the ng 4 
| eal gibberish as if they were in 
baw ges revival of “Ball and The 
| Jack,” 


| “Begin the Beguine,” a satire on 
\“Night and Day,” some quondam 
| dancing, a turn with Miss Gibbs and 


Circuit to become a top comedian. | 


“Tip-Toe Through the Tulips,” | 


Minneapolis, Feb. 22. 


| Spike Jones City Slickers (15) 


Both garner | 


perfection. Their smooth techniques 


| mark the turn as a natural for both 


vaude and niteries. 


Lads are somewhat under wraps 
here, due to the basement bistro’s 
low ceiling. Climax is reached when 
understander, lying in prone posi- 
tion, raises his inverted partner with 
one hand on his noggin. Act was 
well received. 








spotlight and dishing out solid fun- 
stering. 

Most band numbers are its disk 
best-sellers and undoubtedly familiar 
to the customers, but the accompany- 
ing clowning and screwball monkey 
business generate hilarity and audi- 
ence yocks which at times almost 
drown out the performers’ din. Fun 
music and song plus some diversified 
vaudeville make for sure-fire enter- 
tainment. 

Show starts slowly, but gains mo- 
mentum and after a too brief and 
only mildly provocative first part 
gets rolling on all cylinders. 

“Hot-Cha-Cornya” is a_ typical 
Spike Jones musical bedlam to usher 
in the daffiness. 
King are featured “Leave the 





| 
i 





| with Ding Bell, Bill King, Dr. Hora- 


Dishes in the Sink, Ma,” with the 
usual Jones’ effects and screwball 
action. Dr. Birdbath’s animal and 
bird imitations, culminating with 
“Old MacDonald Had a Farm” in the 
Jones’ manner, are socko. Bettyjo 
Huston scores with her unusual con- 
trol, contortionist and tumbling 
stunts, 

“You Always Hurt the One You 
Love” has oodles Weaver and 
George Rock in the spotlight. 
aré clever performers and later, as 
singles, stop the show. Weaver, a 
young comedian, is a real find. His’ 
one-man baseball] team and impres- 
sion of Ted Husing announcing 
Speedway get over for tops. Rock 
is not only a topnotch trumpeter, 
but also a comic and has them beg- 
ging for more after vocals of 
“Minka,” “I Wanna Get Married” 
and “Mairzy Doats.” 

Other band numbers include 
“Liebestraum,” “Black Magic,” 
“Sheik of Araby,” “Chloe” and “Ha- 
waiian War Chant,” all, of course, 


tio Q. Birdbath, Doodles. Weaver, | with much comedy interpolation in 


| George Rock, Dick Morgan, Mickey | the Jones manner. The Slickerettes 


| Katz, Bettyjo Huston, Bill King, 
| Slickerettes (3), H@en Greco and 
| Aileen Carlyle. 





For his present “Musical Deprecia- 
tion Revue” one-nighter tour, Spike 
| Jones has corralled several outstand- 
ling acts to augmenf his own top- 


notch musical lunacy presentations. | 


|The result is two-and-a-half hours 
lof sock entertainment that sends 
|payees away satisfied. 
organization, of course, Jones has 
musicians and 


| proficient as 





cision ta 


are twoegals and a boy whose pre- 

routines win favor, Mickey 
| Katz, iminutive band member, 
iscores with. his clarinet solo and 
| comicalities. Bill King’s juggling is 
among the best in its line. The song 
numbers of attractive Helen Greco 
|land solidly while Dick Gardner’s 
fiddling provides the show's musical 
Aileen Carlyle displays a 


| highlight. ) 
put also figures in the 


| fine voice, 


In his own | nonsensical skullduggery. The finale 
a has the entire company indulging in 
}number of ace performers, equally | glee club capers. 

fun- | 
| makers, fully capable of holding the | 


House large and enthusiastic, 
Rees. 


ving Bell and Bill - 
n 


Both . 


* 
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BUFFALO 


Up Father” (Mono). Good $7,500. 
Last week, “Madeleine” (20th) 
(m.o.), $10,000. . 

Teck <‘(Shea) (1,400; 40-70) — 
“Show-Off” (M-G) and_ “Strange 
Journey” (20th) (m.o.). Nice $5,000. 
Last week, “Westerner” (Par) and 
“Splendor” (Par) (reissues) (2d 
wk), $4,500. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 40-70)— | 
“Return of Monte Cristo” (Col) and | 





“Lone Wolf in Mexico” (Col). Only | 
11,000 or near. Last week, “Swell 
uy” (U) and “Singin’ in Corn” | 

(Col), good $13,000. 
20th Century (20th Cent) (3,000; | 

40-70)—“Sinbad the Sailor” (PKO) | 


and “Vacation in Reno” (RKO) (2d | 
wk). Good $11,500. Last week, | 
great $23,000. 


Prov. Pulls Out of Snow; 
‘Chase’ Rousing $21.500 


Providence, Feb. 25. 
Heavy snowfall here is cutting | 
into biz generally. Despite this RKO | 
Albee’s holdover of “Sinbad the | 
Sailor” looks big. Loew's State with | 
“The Chase” and Majestic with “Hu- 
moresque” fight it out for first hon- 
ors of the new bills. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)—‘“Sin- 
bad the Sailor’ (RKO) and “High 
School Hero” (Mono) (2d_ wk). 
Fancy $15,000 after wow $24,000 in 
first stanza. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
—‘“Beast Five Fingers” (WB) and 
“Gas House Kids” (WB) (2d wk). 





Hep $5,000. First sesh was nice 
$7,000. 
Fay’s (Fay)> (1,400; 44-65)—“East 


Side of Heaven” (Par) (reissue) and 
vaude on stage. Steady $7,000. Last 
week, “Little Giant” (U) and vaude, 
$7,500: 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — | 
“Humoresque” (WB). Fine $15,000. | 
Last week, “Man I Love” (WB) and | 
“Mr. Hex” (Mono), solid $16,000. 


Metrepelitan (Snider) (3,100; 65- 
85) — “Dangerous Money” (Mono) 
and vaude on stage for three-day 
weekend run. So-so $4,500. Last 
week, “Affairs of Geraldine” (Rep) 
and Vivian Blaine and Sam Donahue 
erch on stage for three-day week- 
ender, sturdy $8,500. House soon 
changes to straight first-run screen 
fare. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—“The 
Chase” (M-G) and “Mr. District At- 
torney” (Col). Getting hefty $21,- 
500. Last week, “Ahways Loved You” 
(Rep) and “Alias Mr. Twilight” 
(Col), great $22,000. ny 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘Jolson Story” (Col) (5th wk). 
Began Monday (24). Fourth week 
closed with solid $14,000; previous 
week was $15,000. 








‘Madeleine’ Fast 21G 
For 3 Denver Spots 


Denver, Feb, 25. 
Snow and cold weather are taking 
a bite out. of biz this week. “13 Rue 
Madeleine” will get top coin but it’s 
- not big. 
Estimates for This Week 
Alladin (Fox) (1,400; 


“Angel and Badman” (Rep) and “Pil- 
rim Lady” 


“Gentleman Joe Palooka” 
(m.o.), $4,000, 


fair $11,000. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)—“12 
Rue Madeleine” (20th) and “Rolling 
— (SG), day-date with Esquire, 
; week, 
‘Angel and Badman” (Rep) and “Pil- 
also Webber, 


Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—‘“Rue 
“Rolling 
Home” (SG), day-date with Denver, 
000. Last week, 
“Henry V” (UA), roadshow (2d wk), 


(2,600; 35-74)— 


ebber. Nice ‘$14,000. Last 
grim Lady” (Rep), 
stout $16,000. 


Madeleine” (20th) and 


Webber. Good 
bis $8,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) and 
“Strange Voyage” (Mono) (2d wk). 
Okay $15,500. Last week, big $22,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“San Quentin” (RKO) and “Fabulous 
Suzanne” (RKO). Fine $)1Q00 or 
near. Last week, “Brennan Girl” 
(Rep) and “Notorious Gentleman” 
(U), fair $8,000. 

‘Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Open 
City” (Indie). Record $7,000. Holds. 
Last week, “Humoresque” (WB) and 
“Renegade Girl” (SG), after week at 
Denver, Esquire, Webber, Aladdin, 
good $5,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74)—“Rue 
Madeleine” (20th) and “Rolling 
Home” (SG), also Denver, Esquire. 
Okay $3,000. Last week, “Angel and 
Badman” (Rep) and “Pilgrim Lady” 
(Rep), fine $4,000. 


Picture Grosses 


Continued from page 14 


slipping sharply at Stanley. Neither 


| ing but still hit husky $26,000. 


' 


35-74 )— 


(Rep), after week at 
enver, Webber. Good $5,500. Last 
week, “Magnificent Doll” (U) and 
(Mono) 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74)— 
“Perfect Marriage” (Par) (2d wk) 
and “Big Town” (Par). Okay $8,500. 
Last week, “Perfect Marriage” (Par), 


‘Doubloon’ Thin $7,000, 
Pitt; ‘Jolson’ 256, 2d 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 
“Jolson Story” at Harris is still 
the biggest thing in town and will | 


show only a slight drop from second | 


week. “It’s a Wonderful Life” also 





is holding up well in second week 
at Penn, but “Sinbad the Sailor” is 


of the two new pix, “Brasher Dou- 
bloon” at Fulton and “Cross My | 
Heart” at Warner is doing much. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70) — 
“Brasher Doubloon” (20th). House 
just marking time until “Best Years 


of Lives” (RKO) comes in March 5 | 


for a run. Will be lucky to get mild 


$7,000. Last week, “I'll Be nates 


| (U), about same in 8 days. 


Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70) 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (2d wk). | 
Helped by Washington’s Birthday | 


scale. Smash $25,000; last session | 
sock $27,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.300; 40-70) 
—“Wonderful Life” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Helped by excellent word-of-mouth. 


May hit near $18,000 after great 
$24,000 opener. 
Ritz (WB) (800; 40-70) — “Till 
Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (mo). | 
Fourth week downtown for musi- 


cal. Not bad at around $3,000. Last 
“Humoresque” (WB) (m.0o.), 


(Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
“Black Beauty” (20th) and “Wild 
West” (PRC). Mildish $2,500. Last 
week, “13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) 
(m.o.), $3,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)—“Sin- 
bad the Sailor” (RKO) (2d wk). Not 
so big at $11,000 or near. Last week, 
“Sinbad” fell off after terrific open- 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70) — 
“Cross My Héart” (Par). Weakling 
at $7,000 or under. Last week. “Till 
Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (m.0.), 
about same. 


= 














Censor Fight 





aaa Continued from page 6 S| church, a campaign is being waged 
by Protestant churches here against 


sorship to advertising with the right 
of revocation of film’s seal by the 
Board of Regents was decried by the 
brief presented. 

Film division of the 


against the bill yesterday (25) in a 
telegram sent to the governor under 
signature of Bosley Crowther, N. Y. 
Times film critic who’s chairman of 
the division, and Maurice Bergman, 
Universal ad-pub biggie who's vice- 
chairman. PCA asked for a hearing 
and said that the law would present 
a great danger of “the abuse of ar- 
bitrary political censorship powers.” 
Bill presented a threat not only 
against films but also radio, the 
press and the publishers, PCA 
claimed. 

ACLU reiterated its stance that 
license revocations should be limited 
to films branded as obscene by a 
jury after a criminal trial. The new 
bill, the letter said, expanded the 
already reprehensible practice of 
condemning a work without jury 
verdict. 

The Times inveighed against the 
proposal as introducing an entirely 
new principle into censorship. “Un- 
der its terms the most innocent mo- 
tion picture could be suppressed by 
the Regents, or their representatives, 
if it were advertised in what they 
considered too spicy a manner.” Re- 
spectable newspapers, the Times 
said, are careful enough of the ads 
|they take not to require further re- 
strictions. 
Publishers Passive 

On the other side of the medallion, 
it’s been learned that the State 
Catholic Welfare Committee ap- 





several weeks ago. Sponsors of the 
law were apparently. unaware of 
this. Legislative committee of the 
State Publishers’ Assn. decided Mon- 
day (24) that the bill did not directly 
affect the newspaper business and 
| that it would therefore take no ac- 
tion. It gave free hand to individual 
sheets to act as they saw fit. 
NYC Councilman’s Warning 

Censorship shackles are rapidly 
being fixed on films, press and 
speech by legislftive developments 





| York City Councilman Eugene P. 
| Connolly said this week in a warn- 
; ing sent by him to all newspapers. 
Connolly specifically referred to the 
Wilson bill and another subjecting 
authors to criminal prosecution 
for alleged indecent writing 

“These bills would create conveni- 
ent short-cuts for groups which 





could pressure officials to set up 
arbitrary standards of morality as 


radvertisement 


| 


| Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 
| 
| 


the test of decency,” Connolly de- 
clared, “Not even in the days of 
Anthony Comstock did we ever go 
so far. The censorial forces behind 
this ‘crusade’ and these suppressive 
measures are the same which closed 
‘Trio’ in 1945 without a trial, which 
shutdown ‘The Outlaw’ 
without a public showing, and who 
now want to give legal sanction to 
‘thought control.’” 

Turning to films, Connolly said: 
“In the case of an alleged indecent 
advertisement, whose standard will 
govern? And what can be said in 
justification of banning a film not 
on the contents of the item, but on 
what someone says about it in an 
advertisement? Suppose a wholly 
decent performance is indecently 
advertised by someone other than 
the exhibitor? Jesus spoke of har- 
lots. Suppose a censor would de- 
cide that reference to harlots in an 
was indecent, what 
then?” 

Urging all interested to wire 
Governor Dewey of their opposition, 
councilman added: “Certainly, there 
should be, at least, an open hearing 
at which the opponents can state 
their views. If the Governor signs. 
the bills, there will be tremendous 
obstacles to obtain their repeal.” 





Extend Tenn. Censor Rule 
Memphis, Feb. 25. 

City censor board is expected to 
extend its jurisdiction to cover all 
of Shelby County, under bill intro- 
duced in state legislature by the 
Shelby County delegation the past 
week. 





Amend Winston-Salem Blue Law 
Winston-Salem, N. C., Feb. 25. 

Motion pictures and athletic con- 
tests now are permitted in Winston- 
Salem on Sundays, during non- 
church hours. 

The board of aldermen, acting on 
a recent favorable -straw vote, 
amended the blue law. Exhibitions 
were made lawful between 12:30 
p.m. and 5:45 p.m. and between 9 
p.m. and midnight. 





Mpls. Drive 


Launched by the Rev. John Sim- 
mons, pastor of St. Mark's Lutheran 


{films that picture minorities in an 


| unfavorable light. 
The Rev. Simmons and a number 
Progressive |Of Other pastors are urging from 


| boycott all such pix. 





recently 7 








Tradeshows 


Continued from page 3 








peared in Variery during the last 
several weeks. Five majors screened 
11 different features for review in 





proved the bill, without statement, | 


| currently under way in Albany, New 


the Feb. 19 issue and seven features 
turned out by four different dis- 
tribs were reviewed in the Feb. 12 
issue. Total of 18 represents almost 
double the number of reviews in the 
entire preceding month but it’s un- 
likely, according to the legalites, that 
the seven majors represented will 
throw that many pix on the market 
within the next few weeks. 

Another possible reason offered for 
the number of tradescreenings now 
jis the easing off recently of. the 
| Coast studio strike. Most of the 
| majors had several features nearing 
‘completion when the strike first 
broke but were forced to discon- 
tinue work on them with the tieup 
in facilities. Pix have subsedtently 
been completed and so are being 
screened as they're put in the cans. 

With the 30-day notification policy 
set by the decree, industry officials 
| look for films to be tradescreened In 
‘the future far in advance of their re- 
| lease dates. Early screenings, it’s 
| pointed out, slso give exhibs more 
| Opportunity to set ballyhoo *com- 
_paigns, which are considered neces- 
sary if future product is to get the 
extended playing time that. distrib 
toppers are hoping for. 


Chorine Badly Burned 
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Letter in paren 


Variety Bills 


WEEK OF FEBRUARY 26 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate i 
whether full or split week * 48” of show 


thesis indicate circult: (1) Independent; 
(P) Parameunt; (BR) 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitel (1) 27 
Kathryn Grayson 
Johnnie Johnstone 
Nat Brandywine O 
PY Franks & Janyce 
Paul Regan 
Musie Hall (1) 27 
Harold Barnes 
Robert Marshall 
los Panchos 3 
Pansy the Horse 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Syn. Ore 
Paramount (FP) %6 
Johnny Long Band 
Joan Edwards 
Huddy Lester 
Lewis & Van 
Roxy (i) 25 
Peter Lorre 
Gil Lamb 
Boy Foy 
Pat Terry 
Kvelyn Knight 
State (L) 28 
Monroe & Grant 
Hal Flunter 
Frank Conville 
Dorothy Claire 
ttacr & Rosenbloom 
Cappella & Patricia 
Strand (W) 28 
Claude Thornhill O 
The DiGatanes 


Alan Hale 

Mertha Vickers 

Bol Hopkins 
BRONX 

Windsor (1) 1-2 

Sian Irwin 


} Arnauts 
Paul Gary 
Morris & Ryan 
Ramona Lang 


BROOKLYN 
Fiatbueh (1) 1-2 
& Parks 
larry Daniele 
Gonzales 2 
The Martins 
Fiauretta Co 





COLUMBUS 
Palace (R) 27 
King Cole 3 
leggy Taylor 
Larry Storch 
Arnaut Bros 
Lolly Dawn 
HARTFORD 
State (1) 28-2 
Buddy Morrow Or« 
Elia Fitzgerald 
4 Ink Spots ' 
HOLYOKE 
Valley Arena (1) 2 
Wilfred Mae 3 
George Prentice 
George Morton 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Circle (1) 27 
Clyde McCoy Ore 
Michael O'Shea 
Sibyl] Bowan 
Kay Moore 
KANSAS CITY 
Tewer (I) 28 
The Johnstones 
Mei Hall 
(three to fill) 
MIAMI 
Olsmple (FP) 26 
Paige & Jewett 
C Fredricks Co 
Donald Nevis 
Jean Carroll 
The Pitchmen 
NEWARK 
Adams (1) 28 
Ga 90s Revue 
Pat Rooney 
The Perrys 
Emma Francis 
NEW BEDFORD 
Raliss Sq (I) 27-1 
The Saxons 
Hayden & Haller 
lhon Corey 
Martini & Pace 
Adams & Vaughn 
OMAHA 


Orpheum (FP) 28 
Chas Spivak Bd 
Tom & Jerry 
Danny Drayson 
Grace Drysdale 











Direction: 





LEWIS and VAN 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
YORK 


4 WEEKS 


EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
01 BRreadway, New Yerk 


NEW 











UEENS 
Jamaica (1) 26-1 
. & L Benard 
Wilfred Mae 3 
York & Pearce 
Ber Mar 
Shirley Lavelle 
Bob Johnson 
Itogers & Wright 
Al Mortan 
Josie Thorpe 


BALTIMORE 


Sammy Kaye Orc 
Rube Lerner 
Olson & Joy 

State (I) 27-1 
Jean Val Jean 
Gerri Shore 
Warner & Cole 
+ Gods 

2-5 

Chris & Rae 
Billy Carr 
K J Lambert Co 
Fiske & Trama 


Glenn Miller Ore 
Tex Benecke 
Helene & Howard 
Artie Dann 


BOUND BROOK 
Brook (1) 1-2 

Bob Johnson 

Al Mortan 

Higgins & Hayes 

Josie Thorpe 

fone to fill) « 


CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 28-2 
Laverne & Jon 
D & L Raymond 
Roy Smeck 
Bud Sweeney 
The Herzogs 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 28 
Connee Boswell 
Dean Murphy 
Martin Bros 
Oriental (1) 27 
Slate Bros 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Ladd Lyon 
Betty Jane Smith 
Ray Lang Ore 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (BR) 27 
Bob Crosby Orc 
Town Criers 
Dunhills 
Kddie Rio 





Hippedrome (1) 28 





~~ —- 





PATERSON 
Majestic (1) 27-2 
Goldberg's 
“Battle of Magic” 

3-5 


Jans & Martel 
D Richardson Co 
The Maximes 
Jimmy Husson 
O'Donnell & Biair 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 27 
The Lavernes 
Georgie Kay 
The © Latinos 
George Gifford 
Farle (W) 28 
I. Hampton Ore 
Red & Curley 
The Chocolatcers 
READING 
Rajah (I) 28 
Richard Himber O 
Peggy Taylor 3 
June Lorraine 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (I) 28 
Tex Tom & Wonder 
Ada Broms 
Babs & Bobby 
Parker Bros 
Bert Henry } 
Paul Walker Orc 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (R) 26 
Bob Evans 
Mage & Karr 
lane Bros 
Art Norcus 3 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (1) 27-2 
Prvde & Daye 
Ducat & Kaye 
Kate Ellen 
Cowan Tramp Ba 
Harry Martin Co 
% xtreme 


Strand (W) 4-€ 
Cab Calloway Or 
The Ravens 
Miller B & Lois 

WASHINGTON 

Capitol (L) 27 
4 Moroccans 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Jerry Bergen 
The Chadwicks 

WOONSOCKET 

New Park (1) 2 
Eric Thorson 
Sid Stone Co 
Bobby Rollins 
Martini & Pace 
The Marvelettes 








Cabaret Bills 





(L) Lee 
RKO; (W) Warner’ . = 
Chelo Villareal Alice Fs 
sabes” Hoe yak 
! rvin el Penn 
Zero Mosiel Frankie Carte mule 
Jose Mellis Orc Hotel Pierre ” 
Ralph Font Or Maurice & Maryea 


leeland 
Milt Britton Orc 
P Whiteman Jr Or 

la Conga 
Jack Howard 
Machito Ore 
Johnny Rodrique, 

La Martinique 

K Dunham 


Modernaires 
Chas Reader Ore 
Cass Harrison Ore 
Hotel Plaza 

Hildegarde 
Hal Kanner Ore 
Monte (re 

Hotel Roosevelt 


Ders Guy Lombard 
Lillian Roth Hotel Taft es 
Ernie Stuart Ore Vincent Lopez Ore 


tatin Quartes 
A Lee Simpkins 
Archie Rebbins 
Francis & Grey 


Waldorf- Astoria 
Jane Pickens 
Russell Swan 
Emil Coleman Ore 


Chandra Kaly Ders | Mischa Borr Oro 
Craddocks Rogers Corner 
Chie Gladke Don Baker 
4 Ksquires Alomas Hawailans 
Wanger Line The Chanteurs 
Leon & Fadte’e Barry Bros Ore 
Jackie Whaien Ruban Bleu 
Sonny King Muriel Gaines 
3 Parks Gloria King 
Carmen Montoya Cedric Wallace § 
4 Macks Leonard Elliott 
Sherry Britton 4 Notes 


Art Waner Ore 
Mente Carle 
Dick Casparre O 
Reber: 
Ma‘ ¢ 


Veranilies 
Bernard Bros 
Keb Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Vanguar 

Ole Somastas Maxine puttiven ° 
Ja ie thillips 3 Flames 
Sad'e Banks R Dyer-Bennett 
Nina Dover Don Frve 
Joe ta Porte Ore Vanity Fair 
G'wich Village tme® | Gertrude Niesen 
Vhil Brito Jan Murray 
Bob Howard Hal LeRoy 
Deris Ruby Bob Williams 
Chavez Orc Nelle Fisher 
Ned Harvey Ore Boyd Raeburn 


Havana-Maérid Ginnie Powell 
The Rodriquezs Wire 
3 Aces Rob lL.ce 
Maclevia Ruiz Kay Carole 
Chito Ivar Siuart Langley 
Tuis Del Campo Veggy Palmer 
Carlos Varela Ore BP'Quincey & Giv’nes 
Belmoeont-Plaze Zanzibar 
Roany & Ray Mills Bros 


Ida James 
Eddie Hayward Or 
DP Dickens Ore 
Apus & Estralita 
Zimmerman’s 
Gene Kardos 
Janczi Makula 
Zsiga Bela 
Paul Arnold 
Sinclair & Alda 
Helen Wenzel 


Bernie West 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Nino Bad 

Hotel Biltmere 
Carmen Cavallaro * 
Hotel Commodore 
Eddy Howard Orc 
Hotel New Yerker 
Chuck Foster Orc 
Marion Spelman 
dune Arnold 





Bissell & Farlev Mea Orlova 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawks Sheldon Reed 
Russ Carlyle Ore H Edg::water Be’ch 
Joey Bishop Henry Brandon QO 
Chez Paree Prof Backward 
Pearl Bailey Whitson Bros 
Jack Cole Ders liandre & Verna 
June Fdwards Presion Lambert 
Gay Claridge Ore Beity Gray 


Adorables (12) 
Phyllis Gale 
Lucio Garcia Ore 


Hotel Sherman 
Carl Marx 
ice Kevue 


I Cmontane’s Ted Weems 

Joey 

Lew Fuld. Hotel Stevens 
Don McCrane Ore 

Milt Moss 


lpennis Kelly 
Beb Hall 
Boulevar-Dears 
Latin Quarter 
Ted Lewis Ore 


Irving Bensen 
Dools Ruby 
Mary Jo Bell 
Nan Huston 
Chuck Mann 


Copacabana Geraldine Du Bois 
Betty Reilly aul White 
Virginia McGraw Flroy Peace 
Jimmy Savo Corwin Sis 
Noro Morales Sol Klein Ore 
Carol King Sky Riders 


Palmer a 
‘over Griff Williams Ore 
Phit Ge one poretey fa 
ismarck ° c arr 

a Acromaniacs 
Abbott D’ncers (12) 

Rio Cabana 
Francis Faye 

i Jack Carter 
me Nancy Doran 
Eddie Fens Orc Bob Lee 


one Copsey & Ayers 
oe Don Bradfield 


. The Lovelies (16) 
aes Consrens Cee Davidson re 
Joe Vera Orc Vine Gardens 
Sam Bari Al Zimmy 
Hotel Continental | George Moore 
Za Bach's Orc Joe Kish Ore 
Marianne Fedele Mel Cole Ore 


Larry Stewart 


Joseph Sudy Ore 
Roland Twins 
Vela Monteoia 
Lenore 




















Blue Angel 


Phil Gordon 


When Costume Goes Ablaze “Hitrenre teumon 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 


Delores Hamilton, 22 - year - old 
chorus girl at the Casino, local | 
|burlesque house, suffered severe | 


| burns last week when a flimsy gown 
she was wearing caught afire. Ac- 
| cording to Max Cohen, house man- 
ager, Miss Hamilton was heating a 


match burned her finger, he said, 
and she dropped it into a waste 
basket. The contents flared up and 
ignited her gown. 

Other chorus girls rushed to her 
aid and tore off the burning costume. 
Miss Hamilton was removed to the 
Mercy Hospital. 





stick of mascara with a match, ‘The | 


| Josephine Premice 


} Ellis 


Larkin 
Stuart Ross 
Cafe Soctety 
(Dowatonwa) 
Olivette Miller 
1 Clif Jackson 
Josh White 
' ¢ Heard Ore 
Cafe Soctety 
(Uptown) 
Lucienne Boyer 
Dave Martin 3 
Mdmund Hall Ore 
Carnival 
Olsen & Johnson 
Beatrice Kay 
Salici Puppets 
( & T Valdez 
Blackburn Twins 
Michael Edwards 
McManus Orc 
Reid Ore 





Johu Tio 





~NEW YORK CITY 


Jaydine Li-Sun 
Tai Sings 
Fran Yang 
Chai & Somay 
Moo Song 
Copacabasa 
Tony Martin 
irwin Corey 
Bill Shirley 
Raye & Naldi 
Steen & Tasher 
Michael Durso Ore 
lernande Alverez O 
apes Tlorsesteor 
Siri 
Imogene Coca 
Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 
Jackie Gleason 
Billy Banks 
Hal Hunter 
Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 
Jack Mathers 
Noble Sissie Ore 
Syd Strange Ore 
Fl Chico 
P.ovita Rios 
Miguel & Albaicin 








| _ Walters Rags 





favors and no charity receives a 

penny. 

The best, most worthwhile charit- 
able_organizations of which I have 
any knowledge, the Red Cross, ee 
Community Chest, the March ® 
Dimes, the Jewish Federation, the 
churches, the hospitals, are all — 
ported without exploitation of the 
actors or coercion of the manager. 

In most cases the hotel or the 
arena where these affairs are held 
get ‘paid for their food oF get a 
rental. Nearly always stage “ 
and musicians, clerks and ushers, 
printers and everybody else con- 
cerned gets paid—often at overtime 
rates—while the people who draw 
the crowds, that is, the actors yoo 
the men who pay the actors, ge 
nothing. 

I am taking the position that = 
cept for a commitment or two whic 
I made before I came to this de- 
cision that I shall not permit any © 
the entertainers working at any 


establishment over which I have 
er place 


is a 
at commen- 


control to appear at any oth 
of performance unless there 
financial return to them wage 
surately fair value or unless it 
held in a nightclub. Lou Walters. 
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American Rep Seen Out of Difficulty 
For This Season With Cuts in Expenses 


American Repertory 
downward revision of operating ex- 
nses accompanying the termina- 


tion Saturday (22) of its repertory 
schedule makes it possible for the 
eutfit to round out the season on 
Broadway wifhout further financial 
difficulties. It’s now dependent on 
now ART’s final two revivals are 
patronized. Takings last week im- 
proved to more than $19,000, ac- 
cording to ART, that pace being said 
to have pettered an even break 
Gratuitous action by six among 
ART’s eight leading players and < 
new union setup account for the 
more favorable business outlook. The 
sextet of principals who were ac- 
corded star billing requested that 
iney be taken off the payroll until 
next season, as none will appear in 
“yellow Jack,” opening Thursday 
(27) at the International and only 
some are likely to be used in “Alice 
in Wonderland,” which will conclude 
the season. All eight are under con- 
tract for two seasons with ART, and 
none is getting salaries they usually 
command. A material saving in op- 
eration has been effected, however 
Acting on their own, those who ask- 
ed for a “sabbatical leave” are 
Le Gallienne, Walter Hampden, 
Ernest Truex, June Duprez, Richard 
Waring and Margaret Webster. The 
two leads used in “Jack” are Victor 
Jory and Philip Bourneuf. 
Stagehands Acquiesce 


Stagehands quickly conceded to 
dropping the large crew put on when 
the revivals were rotated, and only 
the usual number of men will be on 
the job for the one set “Jack.” Road 
crew remains but it’s understood the 
time and a half wage will be drop- 
ped. Time and a half for depart- 
ment heads was slipped in by the 
union last season, evidently without 
managerial objection because reper- 
tory is-rarely tried on Broadway. 
During the engagement of “Anti- 
gone” (Katharine Cornell) it was 
decided by the latter to revive “Can- 
dida” for rotating performances to 


> 


up the boxoffice, and the department | 


heads were then raised by 50%. 


House heads at the Century are 
also getting time and a half as the 
British Shakespear2an troupe (Don- 
ald Wolfit) is also repertory. Road 
crew is not on that basis as nearly 
all such heads are paid over the 
scale and get between $200 and $250 
weekly. Scale for resident depart- 
ment heads is $112 minimum, so their 
pay under repertory is $56 weekly 
additional, or $168. 

Plans for ART next season are 
subject to change, calling for use 
of three out of the six plays re- 
vived this season when the company 
goes on tour in the fall. The future 
of repertory in Broadway is prob- 
lematical but the general feeling 
in and outside of show business 
technically favors that type of at- 
traction seasonally. But with so 
varied a list of shows on Broadway, 
it’s still questionable whether there 
is enough patronage for rep. Solu- 
tion may be a more popular selec- 
tion of plays and certainly on op- 


erating nut that will make rep 
economically sound at moderate 
grosses. ART is definitely in much 


better condition than a month ago, 
when it sent out the SOS, which re- 
sulted in unusual financial responses. 


Production Trio Gets 
St. Louis Renewals 


St. Louis, Feb. 25. 

Three-year contracts were signed 
last week by John Kennedy, produc- 
tion Manager; Edwin McArthur, 
musical director, and Watson Bar- 
Tatt, art director for the Municipal 
Theatre Assn, which sponsors 
fresco entertainment in the 10,000 
Seat Forest Park theatre. 


Kenfledy will return for his sixth 
year, McArthur for his third and 
Barratt for his 10th when the 88- 
hight season tees off June 5. More 
than 88% of last year’s season sub- 
Scriptions which reached a total of 
$220,000, have been renewed. 


_ 


‘KING’S MEN’ BOW 
Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 
University of Minnesota theatre 
will present for the first time on any 
ge Robert Penn Warren's dra- 
Matization of his own bestseller 


hovel, “All the King’s Men,” April 
28-May 4. . 








a atten is a professor of English 
the University of Minnesota. 


Theatre's + 


Eva, 


al | 





Stress ‘Mother’ Prod. 


With film work on “Life With 
Father” and “State of the Union” 
behind them, Howard Lindsay and 
Russel Crouse are concentrating on 
their next legit production, “Life 
With Mother.” 

It’s primed for the Empire, N. Y.. 
| this fall, same house where “Father” 
| opened eight years ago 





Length Held 


‘Iceman’ Stay 


Eugene O’Neill’s “The Iceman 
Cometh,” most publicized drama in 
a decade, leaves the Beck. N.Y.. 


March 15, starting on tour in Balti- 
more the following Monday. Broad- 
Way engagement will have been 23 
weeks, somewhat less than expected 
in light of nation-wide publicity ac- 
| corded the play and its author, who 
had been out of the limelight for 
|10 years. Only “Iceman’s” excep- 
|tional length, which requires a 7:30 
p.m. curtain, is believed to have cur- 
tailed the length of the run. 


Performance schedule of six-times 


Factor in Cut Of © 


| 
| 


Radio Publicity 


CHEVALIER’S $4.80-$6 
SCALE ON BROADWAY 


Maurice Chevalier will be sup- 
ported by Joel Herron’s band on- 
stage at the Henry Miller theatre, 
New York, when the French star 
commences his American tour March 
10 with a one-man concert playing 
limited engagements in the key 
cities. His Broadway run will be 
held to four weeks at $4 80-$6 top, 
| opening night $9. Arthur Lesser, 
who successfully debuted Lucienne 
Boyer at Cafe Society Uptown, N.Y., 
a fortnight ago, is exclusive rep for 
Chevalier. 
day), 





Chevalier will be presented 
under auspices of American Aid for 
| France at a $50, $25 and $15 charity 
|scale, with semi-official French- 
| American auspices aS sponsors. 
Clifford, C. Fischer, just returned 
from a protracted sojourn in Paris, 
has been talking to Chevalier about 
starring in a variety revue (in 
with Lee Shubert), but 
that deal hkasn’t jelled. 

| French star was last in this coun- 
try in 1935. 


him 


association 


|which he has appeared since 1938, 
| will also be released in the U. S. 
|shortly. Tagged “Golden Silence,” it 
was shot by RKO-Pathe in France. 


Rules Out Shows’ 





By Non-ATAMers 


Only Nine New Shows on Broadway 


Since New Year's; Storm Dents Biz 








The night before (Sun- | 


Seek to Free Op 


New picture, first in | 





Heretofore Broadway legiters have | 


| weekly will obtain out of town, | received publicity assists from spot 


contracts for the tour have been sig- 


| “Teeman” for two weeks in Wash- 
ington, same time for Philadelphia 


| indicated that further bookings will | board decided that anyone on a pro- 
the reaction in the three | gucer’s staff engaged 


| await 
| stands A coast-to-coast tour is 
|planned but if consummated those 


| bookings may wait until next sea- | 


| son. 


Neither Dudley Digges nor James 
Barton may go on tour with “Ice- 


|man,” latter declining to switch his | agents. 


| part. Digges is ill and Frank Twed- 
|dle is listed to replace, while E. G. 
Marshall who plays the ex-Harvard 


man in the show, may take over | radio plugs accorded “Finian’s Rain- 


Barton's part. 

O'Neill’s new drama, “A Moon for 
ithe Misbegotten,” which opened in 
| Columbus, O., last week, is not slated 
for Broadway this season. Under- 
|stood that cast changes in the five- 


/person play are to be made before | 


the show is brought in. “Moon” is 
in four acts but performed within 
the usual running time. 


O'Neill’s reply to Boston’s censors 
last midweek may have reflected 
resentment against the Hub officials, 
smoldering ever since they banned 
his “Strange Interlude.” It was ex- 
pected that he would refuse to make 
“Iceman” deletions but the tone of 
his response resembled that of the 
play—he pulled no punches. He re- 
|garded the proposed deletions as 
“idiotic.” O'Neill said that not one 
| line would be cut or altered, de- 
| claring he is sure that Boston au- 
diences want plays as written and 
produced in New York: “They do not 
| want, plays weakened and made silly 
by an ignorant and stupid censorship 
'which knows and cares nothing 
| about drama.” 
| Author mentioned that censorship 
‘barred “Interlude” from Boston but 





| which may explain why only some | radio without hindrance from the 


natured, Theatre Guild has booked | agers, 


and one week in Baltimore but it’s | 





| radio speaker Miss Keith is a mem- 


| Radio 


| 
| 
| 


| 
! 


that it was shown in nearby Quincy, | 


|Mass.. in 1929, where Bostonians 
saw that drama which was also ex- 
tremely lengthy. 


Whether “Iceman” will take the 





'as a booking. 
| 


SE 


Nearby Fire Smokes 
| Out Balto Audience 


| son, 


‘came course has not been decided. | i+ over with the star. the change of 
Boston. however, is definitely out | plans being occasioned by the play’s 


Assn. of Theatrical Agents and Man- 
Last week the union ruled 
out such participation by non- 
ATAM-ers, much to the surprise of 
ithe press agent involved. ATAM’s 


in any pub- 
|licity activity must be one of its 
| members. 

Whether press agents are qualified 
It’s 
indicated that the union has in mind 
|getting jobs for its unemployed 
Comparatively few attrac- 
| tions use radio. 

| Evidently a complaint by a mem- 
| ber raised ATAM’s interest in the 


, : 
'to do the work is questionable. 





—— 


| bow,” regularly agented by Sam 
Friedman, who, with the assent of | 
Lee Sabinson, show’s. co-producer, | 
engaged Maxine Keith to make radio 
| contacts and write the scripts for 
such publicity. Reliably reported | 
that Friedman was ordered to dis- | 
miss Miss Keith because she does 
not belong to ATAM. 

Miss Keith did similar work last 
season. Recently she was given 
credit by one or two radio column- 
ists for contributing to “Rainbow’s” 
publicity. Although the union feels 
that its members should handle the 
radio end of legit publicity, the issue 
may be further considered. As a 


ber of the American Federation of 
Artists but cannot join 
ATAM’s press agent chapter except | 


as an apprentice. 





Mae West May Come 


icution attendant “Wine, Women and 





On Up After All To 
B’way After Big Biz 


“Come On Up,” starring Mae West, 
which toured the country this sea- 
then closed in Les Angeles, 
'Saturday (22), may be brought to 
| Broadway after all. J. J. Shubert 
went to the Coast last week to talk 


lexceptionally strong business there, 
lsross being around $42,000 for the ,; 
| two-week stay at the Biltmore. 

Legiter, first called “Ring Twice,” 
‘originated on the Coast last summer, 
and although its bookings placed 


“Come” within easy jumping dis- 








Baltimore, Feb. 25. tance to Broadway, Miss West and 
| j ay 5 10 ' the manager apparently agreed it 

re in the May Co, store, two t 
eases dian Ford's theatre, last night | was better to play the road to profit 
| «Monday) caused dismissal of audi- 


ence in middle of first act of John It’s now proposed to 


| politan critics. 








Gielgud’s production of “Importance | bring the show east during the 
of Being Earnest” as safety measure. | spring. 
| Resuming tonight with exchanges 
or refunds. | AL BORDE’S NEXT 
dion Sooeennee rae, ast represente on 
wine: ron aoa oA 25 onaue -~ Goon the Girls,” has 
‘ . pene at Troquois inked Howard Styne to write the 
oe ae ae te drawn up music on his forthcoming revue, 
Amphitheatre have been wae Sot ond Bend” We —_ 


for presentation to the City oo 
| Department, preparatory for the 1 
lsummer season of operettas. 


Brown at 
4 Lyricist is still being sought. 


able business than chance the metro- | 


;measure designed to help it. 
' should legislators be active if indus- | Pitt 
} 


/ St. Louis, which has been protesting | der 


Gosch Goes Legit 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Martin Gosch is passing up his | 
producer berth at Columbia for a 
whirl at legit as co-producer of the | 
Emmett Lavery play, “The Gentle- | 
man from Athens,” a political satire. 
Pair will cast the show here, in- | 
tent on a Broadway opening in the 
fall. Paul Muni is under negotiation 
for the top male role. 





+ First 


} successes but there 


nighters, especially the 
critics, have been busy lately with 
revivals, repertory and experimental 
offerings, while there has been a 


| paucity of new plays on Broadway. 


Only nine new productions have 
opened since New Year’s, three hav- 
ing bowed in this month (February), 
two of which were quick flops. Of 
the others three are rated among the 
was also a trio 


of fast failures First two months 
also ushered in eight revivals with 
| Varying results 

Of the incomers since Jan. 1, 
“Finian’s Rainbow” is easily the 
topper, with “Street Scene.” also 
musical, getting surprising grosses, 
| while the straight-show clicks are 
“John Loves Mary” and “All My 
Sons.” Among the revivals during 
the same period, “Sweethearts” is 


Of Liability In| 


| the standout. 


Dirty’ Show Rap 


Two bills are pending in Albany 
and one in New York's city council 


designed to amend the penal code 
so that allegedly indecent plays 
would not be subject to closure 


without due process of law. License 
bureau technically has the power to | 
censor questionable shows while the } 
code provides for punishment of the 
producer and others, in case of con- 
viction, although not the actors. 


Broadway are seeking 
the inclusion of a clause in the pro- 
posed amendments whereby the 
owner or (manager) of a 
theatre would be also exempted, so 


that the onus would be placed upon | 
the producer only. 


showmen 


operator 


The forced closing of “Trio” two 
seasons ago by former license com- 
missioner Paul Moss inspired the 
idea that the manager should not be 
held responsible for the morality of | 
attractions. “Trio” management | 
wanted to play the Cort but the 
Shuberts, who operate the house, 
refused to book the drama on the 
ground that the theatre’s license 
might be imperiled. Recalled that 
the Shuberts also operated the Am- 
bassador (now in films), and while 
they were not included in the prose- 


Song,” which resulted in the late 
I. H. Herk, its producer, being im- 
prisoned, the theatre’s license was 
revoked for nine months. 

Pending measures in the legisla- 
ture are the Mitchell and Morritt | 
bills, while that in the council is the 
Connolly bill. Benjamin Fielding, | 
head of the N. Y. license bureau, | 
says the bills are not necessary, and 
there are pressure groups known to 
be opposed. Today (26) is the dead- 
line for the proposed revision in | 
Albany legislation that would ex- 
empt the manager. 


Morritt Sounds Off 

Albany, Feb. 25. | 

State Senator Fred Morritt of | 
Brooklyn told Variety that he 
hadn't received a single communica- | 
tion from the legitimate theatre in 
support of a bill prohibiting licens- 
ing authorities to close a stage play 
without prompt jury trial. Morritt 
said he was “amazed that the thea- 
tre industry shows no interest in a 
Why 





try stands aloof?” 





‘Hamlet’ Actors Picket 


Show Vs. Segregation 


St. Louis, Feb. 25. | 
After picketing their own produc- 
tion. four members of Mauric 
Evans’ “Hamlet”’ last week returned 
to their places on the stage, and the 
show went on. 


| Mountains,” 
| lotted 


| exchanging 


First new show listed on the pre- 
miere cards of March and April is 
“Parlor Story,” due next week (Bilt- 
more), and now listed to follow are 
“Eagle Has Two Heads” (Plymouth), 
the highly-touted “Brigadoon” (musi- 
cal) (Ziegfeld), “Barefoot Boy With 
Cheek” (musical) (Beck), along with 
“Heartsong” (probably the Booth), 
plus “Ten O'Clock Scholar” (from 
Los Angeles), “The Greatest of 
These,” “Bathsheba,” “Heyday,” “The 
Whole World Over,” “Message For 
Margaret” and “Miracle in the 
which have not been al- 
berths. In addition there 
are the revivals of “Chocolate Sol- 
dier” (due at the Century) and “The 
Importance of Being Earnest” (Roy- 
ale next week), also personal ap- 
pearances of Maurice Chevalier 
(definitely booked into the Miller). 

Last week saw the sharpest of drops 


|}in Broadway business for some at- 


tractions, the winter's heaviest snow- 
storm being the pertinent factor, 
with the start of Lent a secondary 
cause. One musical skidded nearly 
$6,000 and another went off $5,000 
but the standouts, including long- 
stayers, held up surprisingly well. 
Managers sought to take care of 
patrons unable to reach Broadway 
Thursday and Friday (20-21) by ex- 
changing tickets for subsequent per- 
formances. In some instances if the 
patron gave the ticket locations (by 
telephone) the boxoffices would at- 
tempt to dispose of such seats, the 


| original purchasers being entitled to 


refunds if that was preferable to 
the tickets. Agencies, 
which were overloaded with extra 


tickets in anticipating a heavy in- 


‘flux, were caught with such allot- 


ments, which are not returnable to 
the boxoffices. * 

Indicated that the booking jam 
will ease up and early spring attrac- 
tions will be accommodated without 
being forced to remain out of town 
longer than intended. 


O’Neill Awaits Pitt Date 
Before Seeing His ‘Moon’ 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 
Although his “A Moon for the 
Misbegotten” world-premiered last 
week in Columbus, O., and is cur- 





jrently playing Cleveland, Eugene 
| O'Neill 


won't see the drama until 
it reaches Nixon theatre here, on 
Monday (3). He’s informed Theatre 
Guild that he’ll be in Smoky City 
for an inspection, sometime during 
the week’s run. Guild officials told 
drama editors that “Moon” 
will be kept out of New York until 
the fall, when it’ll open the 1947-48 
subscription season. At the same 
time, they said O’Neill’s marathon 
“Iceman Cometh” wouldn’t play 
Pittsburgh this year, but would be 
held off until next season for a 
coast-to-coast tour. When it closes 
on Broadway March 15, it'll visit 
only about three cities in the east 
and then fold unti! September 





Arthur Lesser Bowing 


Saturday (22), the four, William 
Nichols, George Habib, Richard Out of Ballet Deal 
Purdy and Bernard Gersten. stage Arthur Lesser is bowing out of 


manager of the cast, joined a picket | deal on Champ Elysees ballet which 
line of the Civil Rights Congress of | is opening in Boston, March 10 un- 
Mike Todd auspices. Lesser, 


|against the segregation policy of the| who originally made the contract 


| 


American theatre, sole legiter here. with the terp troupe, agreed to 
Previously the actors met and ‘share the enterprise with Jack Hyl- 


| adopted a resolution, sent to Equity, ton, London producer, because of 


recommending that future contracts | loans the British impresario made 
specify that no members of the to the company. 

union be required to perform in any William Morris agency. represent- 
theatre with a discrimination policy. | ing Hylton, is now dickering with 
The original suggestion, they said, Lesser for his share of the company 


‘came from Evans, who also is a|and deal is expected to be elosed 


' 


member of Equity. ithis week. 


; 
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Sabinson Scraps Actor's Contract 
"As Personal Mor. in Finian’ Snarl 


Anomolous situation whereby Lee + 


Sabinson, co-producer of the cur- 
rent Broadway musical hit, “Finian’s 
Rainbow,” had a personal manage- 
ment contract as well as a run-of- 
the-play contract with Albert 
Sharpe, who plays Finian—which 
situation had led to some bickerings 
and misunderstandings—was ended 


last week when Sabinson tore up} 


the p.m. contract at request of 
Sharpe’s attorneys. 


Sharpe, 62-year-old actor from 








‘Glass Menagerie’ Bought 
For Aussie Production 


Sydney, Feb. 13. 
Roland Walton, director of White- 
hall Productions, presently operat- 
ing the Minerva, Sydney, has 
bought “The Glass Menagerie” for 
Australia. Sydney cast will include 


Virginia Barton, Leonard Lord, 
Dorothy Dunkley and Eric Reiman, 
now playing in “Life With Father,” 


Ireland, was signed last November currently in its 15th week here. 


to run-of-play contract 


from abroad, Sabinson entered into 
the personal management deal with 
him, whereby the producer guaran- 
teed the actor $5,000 a year and split 
all earnings above that sum. Ques- 
tion had arisen in Sharpe’s agent’s 
mind whether the $500 weekly 
“Finian” salary was included in the 
personal management deal, but 
Sabinson maintained that the deal 
referred to all earnings above the 
play's salary, and points to a clause 
inked into the p.m. contract as evi- 
dence. 


Sharpe, who had no agént on ar- 
rival in N. Y., is now represented by 
Paul Small (who reportedly has no 
Equity franchise to deal with 
legiters). Sharpe took his problem 
to Fitelson & Mayers, theatrical 
attorneys, who took matter up both 
with Equity and: with Sabinson, 
Sabinson agreeing to destroy the 
p.m. contract. Although the attorneys 
refused to comment, Sabinson dis- 
closed particulars, pointing out he’s 
never had a personal management 
contract with any other actor, and 
stating he did this for Sharpe’s pro- 
tection and interest. : 


. Latter, who was discovered for 
Sabinson by Ria Mooney, of the 
Abbey Theatre, had small parts in 
British films and musicals prior to 
“Finian.” Sabinson said he saw pix 
and radio possibilites in the 62-year- 
old actor, and wanted to conserve 
his earnings for him as well as han- 
dle him in a strange country. 


at $500 a) 


reek. So fter Sharpe‘s arrival 
> el ser" ° | Christopher Bean,” and 





binson got Sharpe on “We The 
People” for $500, all of which went 
to Sharpe, and had offer for a 
Hildegarde radio-show appearance, 
a bid from Selznick for “Portrait of 
Jenny,” which is being filmed in 
N. Y., and a Paramount inquiry. 
Sabinson also paid Sharpe's fare to 
the U. S. and his living expenses 
aboVe rehearsal salary until full- 
salary time. 


Two more shows listed by the 
Whitehall setup are “The Late 
“Wind of 
Heaven” with English star Megs 


Jenkins. 


4 A’s Unions To 
Name Labor Reps 


The talent unions have decided to 
form a legislative committee to be 
made up of one executive from each 
affiliate of the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America. The idea 
was adopted when the Four A’s dis- 
eussed labor legislation proposed in 
Washington. 

Committee may go before Con- 
gress or other legislative bodies to 
urge adoption or protest the passage 
of labor bills. Last fall Paul Dull- 
zell of Equity appealed to the 
American Federation of Labor in 
convention to work out ways and 
means to eliminate jurisdictional 
strikes but its executive committee 
has Still failed to agree on such pro- 
cedure. 

Four A’s belongs to AFL. When 
the, AFL and the CIO both opposed 
all restrictive labor measures pend- 
ing in Congress last week, it’s re- 
ported that réaction among the 
Four A’s leaders was unfavorable. 
Talent groups thereupon decided 
they should be in a position to ex- 
press themselves on such matters. 


Attorney Explains Dual 
British-U. $. Taxation 


New York. 








Editor, VARIETY: 

In this week’s Varierr, there is 
another article stating that under the 
Reciprocal Tax Convention between 
Great Britain and the United States, 


legit-type house since Brandeis went 


Sabinson also- denies any feuding 
with Ella Logan, another principal 
in the show, pointing But that he 
wants her in the show as long as it 
runs, and that rumors of trouble 
over billing ‘have been cooked up 
by outsiders. Miss Logan is receiv- 
ing billing as per her contract, and 
also has a line by herself in the 
program, although not specified by 
contract. Latter gave her only “first 
featured billing’ when other actors 
were named. 

Kitty Kallen has not been hired 
as understudy to Miss Logan, as re- 
ported, but only as standby. A 
standby doesn’t have to appear at 
the theatre as does an understudy, 
but is on call when needed. 


English actors who work in this 
‘country for less than 186 days are 
not taxed by the American Govern- 
ment on their American compensa- 
‘tion. ° 
May I point out again that this is 
not the case? nglish actors work- 
ing for an American employer in 
this country are subject to the 
American tax, and an American pro- 
ducer must withhold tax on compen- 
sation paid to the English actors. 
Whatever refunds may have been 
payable to the Old Vic actors were 
probably due to the fact that the tax 
withheld was in excess of what was 
ultimately shown to be due on the 
actors’ returns, because of deduc- 
tions allowed to the actors for ex- 
Sabinson revealed that “Finian” | Penses. I believe also that some 
would be produced in London in adjustment was made in taxes be- 
September by Louis Dreyfus, to cause of the fact that the Old Vic 
whom he sold the British rights, A was a non-profit organization. Gen- 
nucleus of U. S. dancers would be 
sent over, with principals recruited 
in England and Ireland. Talk of a 
national company of “Finian” for the 
U. S. is premature, however, this 
depending on booking availabilities 
and the tax setup. It may pay, Sab- 
inson thought, to delay a national 
company tour until such time as the 
N. Y. company would go out. 


still remains that an American actor 
in England is taxed by the English 
government fully upon his English 
income if he is working for an 
English producer, and the English 
actor is fully taxed by the American 
Government for his compensation in 
this country if he is working for an 
American producer. 





~ the Reciprocal Tax Convention 
. etween compensation and royalties. 
New Omaha Legiter 

. Omaha, Feb. 25. 


Omaha is on the way toward a 
new auditorium plus a modern 
legitimate house at last. Architects 
Leo Daly & Co. has been named by 
the city planning commission to 
draw plans for a $3,500,000 audi- 
torium, which will include a 2,300- 
seat modern theatre to house not 
only legit but also concerts and film 
roadshows. 


City has struggled along without 


British government. 


firm produces “Craig’s Wife” in Lon- 


Judith Evelyn appears in that pro- 
duction, her compensation as an ac- 
tress is subject to the British income 
tax. If, on the other hand, Gant 
Gaither were to produce the play in 
London, Miss Evelyn’s compensation 
would not be subject to British taxa- 
pix. New house may be operated | tion. 


under municipal auspices. 





L. Arnold Weissberger. 


erally speaking, however, the rule” 


Note that a distinction is made 


| The royalties that an American au- 
thor earns from the English produc- 
tion of a play are not taxed by the 
Thus, to illus- 
trate the difference, if an English 


don, George Kelly’s royalties are 
not subject to British taxation, but if 


Vienna State Opera 


Vienna, Feb. 15. 
Lining up a tour of France and 
probably England and Italy, the 
State Opera management has booked 
its company for appearance in the 
French capital where Mozart's “Cosi 
Fan Tutte” and “Don Giovanni” will 
be produced at the Paris Opera. 
Troupe is slated to leave Feb. 28. 
Following performances in Paris, 
the company is scheduled to move 
to the Nice festivals. Thereafter it 
may go to Italy. 


Producers Suing 


Shuberts For 506 
In ‘Annie Mishap 


Suit for $50,000 has been filed on 
behalf of Surrey Enterprises, cor- 


porate ownership name of “Annie 
Get Your Gun,” produced by Rich- 
ard Rodgers and Oscar Hammer- 





stein 2d, against Select Oper- 
ating Corp., which controls the 
Imperial, N. Y., and is owned by 


the Shuberts. Legal step is the 
result of a backstage accident 
last spring that delayed the opening 
of “Annie” for three weeks. At that 
time a steel beam buckled while the 
show’s scenery was being hung. 


tural weakness was not their fault, 
claiming the settings were abnor- 
mally heavy. They have filed coun- 
ter suit for $30,000. Jo Mielziner, 
who designed the “Annie” scenery, 
declared that scenic effects and 
hung electrical apparatus even 
heavier had been previously used 
at the Imperial and that proper in- 
spection would have disclosed the 
faulty beam. 


“Annie” was sent to Philadelphia 
while new steel was installed at the 
Imperial. Although the stopgap 
booking drew capacity business, 
there was a $13,000 loss. R. & H. 
were also required to pay musicians 
$4,000 for the delay and actors’ 
salaries for a half week, during 
which time the production was sent 
to Philly. Producers disputed the 
actors’ claims but Equity declared it 
was not the fault of the players, and 
the union was upheld by arbitration. 


Show scored immediately when it 
opened on Broadway, and is still the 
leading b.o. musical on the street, 
but “Annie” cost $340,000, which ex- 
ceeded the budget, show having 
been wholly financed by 20th-Fox. 
Musical is earning back its cost but 
it’s understood “Annie” will not be 
actually profitable until May, or ap- 
proximately one year from the date 
of debut. Figured that the theatre’s 
profit to date is around $200,000. 
Howard Reinheimer is counsel for 
R. & H., while Klein & Weir are 
acting for the Shuberts, 


CHORUS EQUITY COUNCIL 
RETIRES MISS DIX ON PAY 


At the recent quarterly meeting 
of Chorus Equity, among the matters 
considered was the disaffection of 
(Miss) George Dix, who was on the 
staff of CE for around 20 years and 
was associated with the organization 
ever since it was formed in 1919. 
Miss George’s job was to check up 
on chorines’ paid-up standing when 





Dix was unfriendly to members and 
circulars were sent out asking that 
she be replaced as outside repre- 
sentative. 


Result was that Ruth Richmond, 
executive secretary for CE, assigned 
Miss Dix to office work, but with no 
reduction in salary, which the latter 
rejected. She was then offered eight 
weeks’ severance pay, it being con- 
sidered thai her attitude was tanta- 
mount to a resignation. Case was 


decision and it was ruled that Miss 
Dix be paid $20 weekly as retire- 
ment pay. It has been proposed that 
she be put on a pension, but there is 
no such Equity fund, although re- 
tirement payment is technically the 
same thing. 





Akron Cancels ‘Abie’ 


Akron, O., Feb. 235. 
Protests from _ religious 





Irish Rose.” 


Set to Tour Europe 


Shuberts contend that the struc- | 


in shows. It was charged that Miss | 


finally put to Equity’s council tor 4 


have resulted in the cancelling of a| Nasser is not connected 
local amateur production of “Abie’s | Chevalier, 


Lesser. 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


Equity won an arbitration award for the colored-cast “Lysistrata” play. 
ers some weeks ago from Max J. Jelin and James Light, who put on the 
revival last fall, but hasn’t found a way to collect. Since the award actors 
who appeared in it have been asking Equity almost daily when they wil] 
get the pay, several being especially aggrieved because they also invested 
in “Lysistrata.” Show played the Belasco, N. Y., currently occupied by 
“Burlesque,” the house being operated under lease by Jelin. 

Equity is considering declaring the Belasco unfair, unless the award is 
liquidated within a reasonable time. If such action is taken it would stop 
any legit show from playing the theatre, but it's unlikely that such a 
course would be taken during the run of “Burlesque.” Failure to pay off 
too, would mean that both Jelin and Light would be listed as not having 
paid salaries, and so would not be permitter to produce. 

Ordinarily, the “Lysistrata” company would have been prote 
| money on deposit with Equity to guarantee salaries, but an unusual sit. 
| uation arose. The association has frequently advised members that it 
cannot guarantee that bonds for salaries will fully protect them. The 
revival over-rehearsed and the actors were paid full salaries by Equity 
from coin deposited by Jelin and Light. It played only four performances 
and while the company got two weeks’ pay, Equity’s standard contracts 
stipulate that casts must receive two weeks’ salary from the date of the 
first performance. That led Equity to make a claim for a week and one- 
half more pay, which was upheld by the arbitrators, the award being 
around $6,000, which “Lysistrata” actors think Equity should pay itself. 
| Jelin’s lease on the Belasco is due to expire Sept. 30. 


cted by 





Final Saturday (Feb. 15) for “Toplitzky of Notre Dame” was attended 
with a financial mixup that nearly prevented the matinee and night per- 
formances from going on. Lawyers and deputy marshals with writs be- 
Sieged the Century, N. Y., boxoffice in connection with a claim for $4,509 
against William Cahn, who produced the musical. Shubert office stag 
partially placated the claimant, who accepted a check from J. J. Shubert 
for $2,000, but there was also an attachment on the settings and costumes, 
which were moved out early last week and are being held pending a set- 
tlement of the balance owed. Shuberts were interested in protecting the 
matinee and night performances, there being around $6,000 in the till for 
the latter show. 


It appears that one of the “Toplitzky” backers had personally loaned an 
additional $4,500 to Cahn and became angry when it was alleged the 
young manager had used some coin from the operating net of the musical 
to help put on “Darling, Darling, Darling,” a farce which quickly flopped 
out of town. Had another house been available, “Toplitzky’"’ might have 
moved but when the production was attached all such plans were dropped, 
Claimed that the show would relight after a week’s layoff, but no appli- 
cation for a concession of Equity’s closed-show regulations was made. 
Cahn says he will go ahead with a musical version of ‘Topaze,” a spring 
possibility. 





What started as a publicity stunt for “Street Scene” and “Joan of Lor- 
raine” appears to have resulted in a somewhat embarrassing situation so 
far as the’shows’ press departments are concerned, Questionnaires were 
distributed to audiences who were asked to indicate which critic or critics 
they preferred to follow and which daily, morning and afternoon, they 
favored, among several other queries. The “survey” was supposed to be 
over a two-week period; a third week, ending last Saturday (22), was 
added. | 


It was evident that the press agents hesitated in releasing the data, and 
early this week it was claimed that the tabulation had not been completed, 
Virtually) definite, however, that there was a standout reviewer named 
Brooks Atkinson of the N. Y. Times. Identity of the runner-up was not 
indicated because of the closeness of the “vote” for the other critics. 


The “legitimate theatre survey,” as the questionnaires were headed, 
might have brought forth more pertinent data on reviewers, dailies and 
magazines had it not been confined to two attractions, but had been dis- 
tributed among audiences of a majority or all the shows on Broadway, 
There were 50,000 questionnaires handed out and 5,000 patrons, or 10%, 
filled out the forms and handed them to ushers. 





Theatre, Inc., announced the raising of $100,000 to continue its activities 
as a non-profit outfit, it being one-half of a hoped-for so-called revolving 
fund. The coin is stated to be from donations, contributors not expecting 
any refund. Theatre, Inc., contends that it should be subsidized as are 
symphony orchestras, enabling it to make presentations outside the lim- 
itations of the commercial theatre. Group started with “Pygmalion,” 
steered Old Vic’s visit to Broadway last summer and then revived “The 
Playboy of The Western World” this season, It also participates in the 
Experimental Theatre. 


Recently Theatre, Inc., announced that it would accept backers for new 
productions. First of such productions is slated to be Stanley Young's 
“The Big People,” with the angels participating in possible profits. 





When “The Magnificent Yankee” opened in Chicago the reviews were 
complimentary to Louis Calhern and Sylvia Field but weren't for the play. 
Subsequent press comments were favorable, however, which doubtlessly 
aided in “Yankee’s” successful Loop engagement. Arthur Hopkins was in 

Chicago at the time his presentation opened, and after reading the notices 
he said to one critic: “You Chicago reviewers have been using the veto 
long before Molotov and Gromyko thought of it.” Lloyd Lewis expanded 
on Hopkins’ remark in a N. Y. Sunday (23) Times story and named quite 
a list of other Broadway clicks that flopped in Chi. He credited the Loop 


hounds with calling “The Glass Menagerie” a hit, however. “Menagerie” 
opened there, 





| Shubert theatres in Chicago refuse to share costs with attractions in 
| advertising inserted in the Journal of Commerce on the ground that it 1s 
duplicated circulation. Press agents, however, say the Shuberts are re- 
taliating for an adverse notice on one of their attractions last season. 
| Currently they are using the Journal, which reaches class patronage, for 
“Blossom Time,” a Shubert perennial, at the Opera House, latter manages 
ment insisting on using that daily. Shopping News, with a giveaway cire 
culation of 670,000, also has been passed up so far as Shubert participation 
is concerned. Agents protest discrimination in the matter of ad-sharing 
costs. Erlanger, an independent theatre, shares in the cost of ads in all 
publications the attractions use, including This Week in Chicago and Stage- 
bill, the latter being the house program. ¢ 











| 





} . . 
Sam Shapiro, who roared himself into candidacy for the mythical 
mayoralty of New York's West 46th street, went to see “Born Yesterday, 
| aging so heartily that he nearly broke up the show. Judy Holliday, 
the femme lead, confided to Paul Douglas, offstage: “Say, I’m going to buy 
that guy a drink,” the male lead answering, “Don’t bother; he owns the 
_Sinmill next door” (Roxy grill). Even the stagehands stopped playing 


\aied get a load of the candidate, so obvious was the commotion he 
caused. 





Sam Nasser, who bowed in as a manager with “Little A” this winter, = 
announced production of “Class Will Tell,” a racetrack play scripted DY 


groups | Tony Betts, a turf writer and race handicapper for the N. Y. Daily Mirror. 


with the forthcoming N. Y. date of — 
although so reported. French star is being presented by Att 
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VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 





(hi Continues Hot Pace; Bolger Sock 
‘Three 2446, ‘Lute’ 32146, Time’ 196 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 
Chi legit was hot last week with 
jong-runners coming through 
ar ] grosses. All shows either 
gd city or came close to it last 
hit with a Washington Birth- 
matinee. ' 
7 two openings. “Blossom Time” 
me into fairly hefty figure at Civic 
ra House, but “Front Page” re- 
ival at Civic fell pretty flat at the 
: initial frame. “Magnifi- 
said goodbye ' 
1 eks at the Erlanger, making 
sven for “Born Yesterday” which 
moved in Monday (24). 
“Song of Norway,” which reaches 
100th performance at Shubert here 


next week, came through with “last 
weeks” notice. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Blossom Time,” Civic Opera 


House (3,800; $3.60). Opened Sun- 
day (16) for fairly good first week 
biz, $19,000. i 
“Front Page,” Civic 
‘ Opened Monday (17). 
jong if $7,000 isn't boosted. 
“Harvey,” Harris (29th week) 
(1,000; $3.60). Slight tumble from 
last week, but still going strong at 


(900: 


$21,006. 
“Eute Song,” Studebaker (5th 
week) (1,246: $4.20). All things 


eonsidered, doing as good or bette 
than anything in town. Great $32,- 


“Magnificent Yankee,” 
(5th week) (1,334; $3.60). 
after pretty good $18,000. 

“Seng of Norway,” Shubert (11th 
week) (2,100; $4.80). 
enough for this house with $31,000. 


“Three to Make Ready,” Black- 
stone (2nd week) (1,358; $4.80). 
Continues terrific at $24,500. 


LA. LEGIT BRIGHTER, 
LA WEST GETS 426 (2) 


Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 
Legit appears to have hit its stride 


Erlanger 
Bows out 





here after post-holiday slump that | 
€ Mae West | 
took “Come On Up” out of the Bilt- | 


pinched the boxoffices. 


more with $42,000 for two weeks, 
snaring $22,000 on the final stanza. 
Ken Murray's “Blackouts of 1947” 
held to standard SRO $17,000 for the 
244th week at El Capitan. 

Belasco slid down to $8,000 on the 
eighth frame of “She Dood It in 
Dixie” but the management was 
pleased. Musart, 
with a poor $2,000 for the first week 
of “Dunnigan’s Daughter,” liberally 
tapped by the local press. 

El Patio opened an all-Negro musi- 
cal review Thursday night to packed 
house and looked like it had a long- 
Tunner on its hands, despite split 


notices. At the Belasco an advance | 


of $7,000 was registered in two days 
for opening of “Pygmalion” March 
10. Biltmore boards opened up with 
Anna Lucasta” last night with sell- 
out seen on the stand. 


Stopak Named in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 





get Stopak will batin .orchestra | 
or Pittsburgh's second annual al | 


fresco operetta season this summer 
at Pitt Stadium. Appointment was 
announced 
Wymetal, new managing director, 
and indicates complete change in 
guiding personne} 
Stopek succeeds 


John McManus. 


Eddie Wappler, manager of legit | 


'xon, which is closed during sum- 
mer, has already been made com- 
pany manager, replacing Walter 
— and Wymetal himself steps 
M Post held down originally by 

ax Koenigsberg. ” 


Maurice Spitalny, local radio and 
eae band leader, remains as con- 
actor for Musicians. 


_——.. 


‘Bloomer’ 14G in 4, N. H. 


fii New Haven, Feb. 25. 
“Bloons second visit to local Shubert, 
Boe ye Girl” had a sock three-day 
coin _{20-22) that pulled plenty of 
oo Par the coffers. Practically a 
gr Performance’ sellout boosted 
ss, via a $3.60 top, beyond the es- 


timated $14,000 ) 
Tun a full ee Could have 


“eem of “Heartsong” is holding 
al the boards ‘this week (27-1). 
wine gets breakin of “Barefoot 

¥ With Cheek” for four days (5-8). 








BLACKSTONE 11G, MPLS. 
Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 


siderably behind last 
ash takings, Blackstone 
n nevertheless pulled a 
000 for five nights and two 
with his well-liked show at 


,100-seat : 
eek’ Lyceurn at $2.40 top. 


Fallin 
Seasons” a. 
© Magica 
raat 
in 
the ates 


S tun was interrupted one 
night Thursd ; 
j ‘ *Ursaay, book- 
ing of Tito a sg previous 


after | 


$3.60). | 
Can't stay | 


Good, but not | 


alone, was sickly | 


last week by William | 


from year ago. | 


2 
a 
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‘Hamlet’ Sets St. Louis 
Bard Record With 276 


St. Louis, Feb. 25. 
B. O. history for a Shakespearean 
piece here was made last week when 
“Hamlet,” 





Non-Pro ‘Desert Song’ 25G 


eninks Cleveland, Feb. -25. 

Voice of the Turtle” turned out 
to be a sleeper for the Hanna, where 
it rang up the third highest gross 
for $3.60 straight plays at this stand. 
Opening with capacity biz and fol- 
lowing it with two. more sellouts, 
the John Van Druten comedy col- 
lected a socko $25,000 last week. 





|pro Civic Light 


“Desert Song,” produced by non- 
Opera Guild at 


Public Little Theatre last canto, also 


|Surprised veteran showmen by clean- 


ing up a boffo $25,000 in five per- 


| formances at $3 top. 


starring Maurice Evans. | 


Despite all the national publicity 


|given Eugene O'Neill’s new “A Moon 


played a one-week stand at the 
American theatre, w inding up its | 
| Stand Saturday (22) with an esti- | 


mated $27,000. It was the first Shake- | 


spearean piece to be presented here 


during the current season and biz 
built steadily as the stand pro- 
gressed. The 1.700-seat house was 


scaled to $3.66 

A good advance was reporte 
ee » was ported for 
State of the Union.” with Conrad 
Nagel, Irene Hervey and Henry 
O'Neill, which opened a one-week 
engagement last night (Mon). 


Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering Feb. 24-March 8) 


“A Flag Is Born”—Center, Boston 
(24-1) 





“Anna Lucasta” — Locust Philly 
(24-8). 
“Anna Lucasta”—Biltmore. L. A 


(24-8) 


“Apple of His 
(24-82. 

“Barefoot Bey With*Cheek”—Shu- 
bert, N. Haven (5-8). 

OS eed McCarter, Prinéeton 
(7-8) 

“Blackouts of 
Hollywood (24-8). 

Blackstone — Davidson, Mil. 
Aud., St. Joseph 
K. C. (6-8). 
“Bloomer Girl”—Court Sq., Spring- 


Eye”—Cass, Det. 


1947”—El Capitan, 


(2): 
(4-5); Music Hall, 


} 
| field (24-26); Metropolitan, Provi- 
| dence (27-1); His Majesty’s, Mont’] 
(3-8). 

“Blossom Time” — Opera House, 
Chi. (24-8). 


“Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi. 
(24-8). 





For the Misbegotten” at its try-out 
in Columbus, last week. Hanna’s 
advance sale for it was astonishing- 
ly slow. Only conclusion was that 
localities were waiting for critics’ 
reactions to its first m- tropolitan 
date in Cleveland this week. 


‘Brigadoon’ 24146, | 


| deadline may affect theatres in the 


Parlor’ $8,000, 
Park’ 246, Hub 


Boston, Feb. 25. 
Legit season in top gear as of last 
week, all houses but Copley (which 
has a roadshow film) clicking with 
high gross attractions and a new 
legit house added to the list. making 
seven legit houses currently on the 


Hub’s rialto. 


Newcomer is Center theatre, E. M. 
Loew acquisition, formerly the 
Globe burlesque house. Loew offers 
a film trailer buildup in 55 of his 


pic theatres for shows housed in 
Center. First attraction, “Flag Is 
Born,’ came in Feb. 18. Other 


houses solid. 
“Glass Menagerie” opened at the 


| Plymouth last night (25), “Chocolate 


! 


“Call Me Mister”—Shubert. Bost 
(24-8). 

“Brigadoon” — Forrest, Philly | 
| (24-8). 

“Chocolate Soldier” — Colonial, 
Bost. (24-8). 

“Dear Ruth”’—Aud.. Okla. City 
(24): Aud., Bartlesville (25): Con. 
Hall, Tulsa (28); Arcadia, Wichita 


(1); Davidson, Mil. (3-8). 


“Eagle Has Two Heads”—FErlanger, | 


| Buff. (24-1); Shubert-Lafayette, Det. 
| (3-8). 
| “Hamlet”—Aud.. Paul (24-25); 
Lyceum, M'n’p'l’s” (26-1); Aud., 
| Bloomington (3); Purdue Univ., La- 
| fayette (4); Aud., Cincy (5-8). 
“Harvey”—Harris, Chi. (24-8). 
“Heartsong” — Shubert, N. Haven 
(27-1): Wilbur, Bost. (3-8). 
“Lute Song” — Studebaker, 
(24-8). 
“Magnificent Yankee” — Hartman, 
| Col. (24-26); Cox, Cincy (27-1); 
American, St. Louis (3-8). 
| “Moon for the Misbegotten”— 
|Hanna, Cleve, (24-1); Nixon, Pitt. 
(3-8). 


St. 


Chi. 


O'Clock Scholar”—Geary, 
Frisco (3-8). 
“Oklahoma!”—Aud., Memphis (25- 
1); Aud., N. Orleans (3-8). 
“Pygmalion”—Curran, Frisco (24- 
8). 
| “Seng of Norway”—Shubert, Chi. 
| (24-8). 
“State of the Union”—NatlI., Wash. 
| (24-8). 
“State of the Union”—American, 
| St. Louis (24-1); Hartman, Col. (3-8). 
| “Student Prince” — Metropolitan, 
Seattle (24-1). 
“The Fatal 
| Balto. (3-8). 
| “The Glass Menagerie”—Plymouth, 
| Bost. (24-8). 
“The Greatest of These”—Shubert- 
| Lafayette, Det. (24-1); Selwyn, Chi. 
(3-8). 
“The Importance of Being Ear- 
est’—Ford’s, Balto. (24-1). 
“The Red Mill”—Shubert, Philly 
(24-8): 
| “Three to Make Ready”—Black- 
| stone, Chi. (24-8). 
|"«yp in Central Park” — Opera 
| House, Bost. (24-1); Erlanger, Buff. 
(3-8). y 
“Voice of the Turtle”- Colonial, 
' Akron (24): Shea’s, Erie (25); Shea's, 
| Bradford (26): Shea's, Jamestown 
| (27): Park, Youngstown (28-1); Co- 
llumbia, Alliance (3); Ohio, Mans- 
| field (4): Ohio, Lima (5); Michigan, 
| Ann Arbor (6); Palace, Flint (7); 
| Temple, Saginaw (8). 


Weakness” — Ford's, 


;n 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Tenting Tonight”—Judith Abbott 
and Mary Mason. 

“Miracle in the 
Archer King and Harrison Woodhull. 

“Heyday”—Howard Lang. 

“The Whole World Over”—Walter 
Fried and Paul Moss 

“Barefoot Boy With 

or bbott. 
Oe ae Maxmillian Becker, 
Lee K. Holland and Sylvia Fried- 
“in Oe Forgive Our -Debters”— 
Experimental Theatre. 


' 


| 


| 
Cheek”— 


Soldier” tonight at the Colonial. 
Ahead are “Heartsong,” Wilbur, 
March 3; Ballet de Champs Elysees, 
Opera House, 10; “Barefoot Boy 
With Cheek” Colonial, 11, and “Hey- 
day” at the Wilbur, 17. 

Estimates for Last Week 


of Scotch musical 
fantasy gained over first for fine es- 
timated $24500 and left town with 
good chances of clicking. “Chocolate 
Soldier” begins here tonight, with 
big advance. 

“Call Me Mister,” Shubert 
$4.80)—Twelfth week still 


(1,590; 
killing 


‘Voice’ Sturdy 25G, Cleve.; | 





Severest winter storm in six years 


| snarled traffic in the metropolis last 


Thursday (20) night and Friday, 
snowfall approximating 12 inches. 





What could have been the peak week 
of the season was clipped thereby. 
Saturday (22) the main streets were 
fairly well cleared but the Washing- 
ton’s Birthday weekend was under 
expectations and many ticket can- 


'cellations were made by suburbanites 


and out-of-towners unable to reach 


the city. Advance sales protected 
leading attractions but those de- 
pendent mostly on boxoffice sales 
were badly affected. Start of Lent 
last midweek saw a dip which is 
usual on Ash Wednesday (19). Ap- 
proach of the federal imcome tax 


|; next three weeks. 


} 


| was 


First full week of “Craig's Wife” 
\ rather disappointing consider- 
ing 
Donald Wolfit’s Shakespearean rep- 
ertory started with offish notices and 


takings were not so good. “The 
Fatal Weakness” finales this week: 
“O Mistress Mine” resumed at the 


Empire Monday (24). 
Estimates fer Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 


| M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


| way’s top grosser 


“All My Sons,” Coronet (4th week) 
(D-1,095; $4.80). Not selling out but 
registering excellent grosses, al- 
though storm hurt last week; $18,000. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(41st week) (M-1,427; $6.60). Broad- 
will attract ca- 


pacity - plus attendance into and 


| through summer, judging from ticket 


;ton (14th week) ‘(D-968; $4.80). 


demand; $45,500. 


“Another Part of the Forest,” Ful- 
Was 
doing very well until last week when 


|takings slipped to $15,000; yet quite 


profitable. 

“Beggar’s Holiday,” Broadway 
(9th week) (M-1,900: $4.80). An- 
other show smitten by the storm; 


| good advance for holiday but gross 


“Brigadoon,” Colonial (1,500: $4.20) | Pped to $27,000. 


—Second week 


“Born Yesterday,” 
week) (C-993; $4.80). 
business for this standout, 


Lyceum 
No change in 
now in 


| second year; count again at $21,000. 


them here with. grand estimated 
$22,500 and another h.o. in view. 
Show drawing repeaters, seldom 
encountered in musicals at this 
| scale. 

“Flag Is Born,” Center (1.500; | 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| 





j 
| 


Mountains”— | at $3,60 top, 


id 


$3.60)—Opened Tues. (18)-and did a 


good estimated $15.000 on seven per- | 


formances despite snowstorm. Should 
be able to stay two more, then goes 
back to Broadway. 


| 100 


“Importance of Being Earnest,” | 
Plymouth (1,200; $3.60)—Absolute 
sellout on second week and could 


have stayed weeks. but moved to 


Baltimore with estimated $22,500 in | 


its take for second. Theatre Guild- 
American Theatre Society attraction. 
Report last week that agency ticket 
mixup left 70 seats unsold for first 
night was without foundation. Fact 
was biz just didn’t turn up at the 
boxoffice first night. TG-ATS only 
portions out about 50 seats to agen- 
cies, and they went clean. 
didn’t hit its stride until notices ap- 
peared next day, and complete sell- 
out followed. 

“Parlor Story,” Wilbur (1,200; 
$3.60) —Comedy was well-liked in 
most criv columns, and got a mild 
$8,000 first week, the blizzard cutting 
into late week biz. Final week cur- 


| Among the season’s most 


“Call Me Mister,” National (45th 
week) (R-1,104; $6). Approaching 
the 52-week mark and still selling 
out; rated well over $32,500 again. 
“Carousel,” Majestic (97th week) 
(M-1,667; $6). Long-running musical 
hardly affected by weather and an- 


other profitable week registered: 
$31,500. 
“Christopher Blake,” Music Box | 


(12th week) (D-979; $4.80). Another 
week and then curtains for drama 
costly to operate at moderate 
money; $14,000. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(7th week) (M-1,319; $6). Sold out 
in advance so young blizzard didn’t 
dent capacity figure: $42,000. 

“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 
(17th week) (CD-1,160; $4.80). 
popular 
shows: advance sale protected it last 
week; $30,500. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (12Ist week) 
(C-920: $4.20). Midweek business off 
because of Lent’s start but with tak- 


| ing around $17,000 the long-staying 


h . a 
Show | 5 994: $2.40). 


laugh show prospered. 

“Icetime,” Center (36th week) (R- 
Skating revue again 
has Freddie Trenkler back (was in 


| Sonja Henie’s show); business still 


rent. 
“Up In Central Park,” Opera | 
House (3.000: $4:20)—Third week 


still potent at estimated $24,000, hurt 
a little by blizzard on Friday. 


‘Pygmalion’ 29G, Frisco; 
‘Anna Lucasta’ $23,000 


San Francisco, Feb. 25. 


“Pygmalion.” starring Gertrude 
Lawrence and Dennis King, chalked 
up a second week gross at the 1,776- 
seat Curran of $29,000. “Anna Lu- 
casta” wound up her five weeks’ run 
at the 1,550-seat Geary with $23,000. 

Fay Bainter and Thomas Mitchell 
opened Mon. (24) with “Ten 
O'Clock Scholar” at the Geary. 





‘STATE’ 26G, INDPLS. 
Indianapolis, Feb. 25. 
“State of Union,” coast company, 
took a terrific $26,000 in six nights 


| Box middle of March. 


} 


} 


| cal 


prosperous: around $30,000. 

“Joan of Lorraine,” Alvin (14th 
week) (D-1,331; $4.80). Packing the 
house with limit of standees regard- 
less of. weather, with takings more 
then $32,500. 

“John Loves Mary,” Booth (3d 
week) (C-712: $4.80). New laugh 
show looks aimed for run; $18,500; 
moves to somewhat larger Music 


“Life With Father,” Bijou (377th 
week) (C-613;° $3.60). Estimated 
around $9,000 which was better than 
previous week. ; 

“Q Mistress Mine,” Empire (CD- 
1,082; $4.80). 


Monday (24), with an -advance sale 
approximating $50,000. 

“Oklahoma!”, St. James (202d 
week) (M-1.509; $4.80). Crack musi- 
establishing a record run; still 


! favored by visitors; more than held 


| 


and two matinees at English (1,500) | 


week Feb. (17-22. ; 
Biggest week for straight play in 
years. 


‘RUTH’ 7G, K. C. 
Kansas City. Feb. 25. 
“Dear Ruth,” in third stand in the 
Music Hall virtually equalled the 
pace of its second appearance here 
year 


ago. 
With $2.50 top show played three 





performances Feb. 21-22 for $7,000, 


j very good. 


| (17th week) 
ing after another two weeks although | 
| profitable since opening; around $15.- | 


its own: $27,500. 
“Present Laughter,” 
(M-1,063; $4.80). 


Plymouth 
Clos- 


000 last week: “The Eagle Has Two 
Heads” (Tallulah Bankhead) will 
follow. 

“State of the Union.” Hudson (67th 
week) (CD-1,057: $4.89). Another 
hit that was protected by the ad- 


| vance sale, with quoted gross around 
| $24 500. 


“Street Scene,” Adelphi (7th 
week) (M-1,434; $6). Was affected 
last week and agencies were caught 
with extra allotments; grosses slipped 
to around $34.000. but operatic musi- 
cal cuite profitable at that level. 

“The Fatal Weakness,” Royale 
(CD-1,025: $4.80). Final and 15th 
week: moderately successful; ap- 


the generally favorable press. | 


(56th | 


After laying off, the | 
| holdover resume: started 43rd week | 


59 


Broadway Biz Bopped by Blizzard; 
Advances Protect Hits; ‘Craig’ 96, 
Wolft $15,000 in 7, Lunts Resume 


proached $15,000; “The Importance 
of Being Earnest” follows. 

“The Iceman Cometh,” Beck (20th 
week) (D-1,213; $5.40). Starts on 
tcur March 17; business has been 
easing off: around $16,000: musical 
“Barefoot Boy With Cheek” next at- 
traction 





“The Voice ef the Turtle,” Morosco 
(150th week) (C-939; $3.60). Three- 
person play can operate okay at 
moderate grosses; takings areund 
$10,000 

“Years Age,” Mansfield (12th 
week) (C-1,001; $4.80). Among the 
season’s better plays and drawing 


profitable coin right along: off last 
week when quoted around $19,000 
REVIVALS 
“Yellow Jacket,” International (O- 


1,172; $4.80). Presented by Ameri- 
can Repertory Theatre: written by 
late Sidney Howard; opens Thurs- 


| day (27). 

“Volpone,” “Hamlet,” Century (1,- 
712; $4.80). Added to repertory of 
Donald Wolfit which in first seven 
times approximated $15,000: critical 
notices no help but should fare bet- 
ter this week; “Chocolate Soldier” 
slated for house March 10 
| “Burlesque,” Belasco (8th week) 
| (C-1,077; $4.80). Has been life-sever 
|} for this house after succession of 
| flops; doing very well with takings 
quoted over $20,000. 
| “Lady Windermere’s Fan,” Cort 
(19th week) (C-1,064; $4.20). Ad- 
vance sale extends to May 1; ene of 
the revival leaders that eased: 
|around $18,000. 
| “Cyrano de Bergerac,” Barrymore 


| (20th week) (CD-1,006; $4.80). Go- 
ing on tour March 24; has cem- 
manded profitable business right 
along; off like others last week; 


| dipped under $15,000. 

“Sweethearts,” Shubert (5th week) 
| (M-1,382; $4.80). Looks aimed inte 
summer; attendance virtually ca- 
pacity with takings nearly $32,000. 

“Craig’s Wife,” Playhouse (2d 
week) (D-865; $4.80). First full week 
rated around $9,000; under expecta- 
' tions but may climb. 

Experimental Theatre 

“O'Daniel,” Princess (D-299). Of- 
fered by Theatre Guild; written by 
John Savacool and Glendon Swarth- 
out; opened Sunday (23) for five per- 
formances. 


‘Mil 356, Philly, 
‘Soldier’ $33,000, 
‘Lucasta’ $10,500 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 


The snowstorm that bianketed the 
|city Thursday and tied up local 
transportation didn’t take as heavy 
a toll in legit as might have been 
expected, even though traffie con- 
| ditions remained in a scrambled con- 
dition both Friday and Saturday. 

| Two of the three shows were vir- 
tual sellouts before the snow started. 
They were “The Red Mill,” in third 
week at the Shubert, and “The 
| Chocolate Soldier,” playing its final 
| session at the Forrest, where it stay- 
|} ed two and a half weeks in all. Both 
|shows were dented at the Ash 

Wednesday matinee but otherwise 
| didn’t seem much affected by Len- 
ten season’s opening. 

“The Red Mill,” originally skedded 
for four weeks here, has had two 
more added, taking it up te March 
15. “Mill” got a potent $35,000 last 
week. 

“The Chocolate Soldier,” save for 
the Ash Wednesday matinee weak- 
ness in the orchestra (which was 
considerable), had a virtual sell-out 
week and. its first full week’s 
gross by a soha gin. Quoted at 
nearly $33,000, this gave revival 75G 
for two and a half week stand. 

“Anna Lucasta” reported $10,500 
for its ninth week, good enough 
‘considering weather conditions and 
start of Lent. 

Booking situation is still chaotic 
locally. Last night saw the first le- 
git opening in three weeks. “Briga- 
doon.” which bowed into the For- 
rest for two weeks. It will be fol- 
; lowed on March 10 by “Bathsheba” 
for another two weeks. 

















| ‘Eagle’ 17G. Toronto 
Toronto. Feb. 25. 


With a heavy advance sale offset 
| by a rough going-over by the local 
\reviewers, “The Eagle Has Two 
| Heads” fell off toward end of week 
for a disappointing $17.200 at the 
| Royal Alexandra (1,525), scaled at 
$3 top. 

| Currently, Royal Alexandra is 
dark for the first time in 76 con- 
lsecutive weeks, this presumably 
something of a record for a legit 
house other than a New York or 
Chicago stand. 
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of its presentations to date. But Wol- 


VARIETY 





Wolfit’s ‘Merchant’ 


oa% change from the bombastic additions 
rou ns e 'to most present-day Trevivals—is 
e a | pleasant and palatable. This rep 


By ARTHUR BRONSON 


“The Merchant of Venice,” third 
production in the Donald Wolfit 
repertory company season, is the best 


fit would have been well advised to 
have listened to the advance plea of 
the Shuberts and not staged the re- 
vival, because the message of the 
play and its damning of the Jew run 
counter to all present-day attempts | 
of inter-denominational groups. to 
better relations among races and 
groups. In a day that sees a rising 
tide of anti-Semitism everywhere— 
or before such impressionable audi- 
ences as last Saturday (22) after- 








The Merehant of Venice 


Hall Shelton production (by arrangement | 
with Advance Players Assn.) of revival of | 
drama in two acts by William Shakespeare 
Stars Donald Wolfit; features Rosalind | 
Iden. Staged by Wolfit, costumes, Sheila | 
Jackson: music arranged by Rosabel Wat- | 
son, At Century, N. Y., Feb. 22, °47: | 
$4.80 top 
Bese OF. VORISS...35 se ecescsact 
Prince of Morocco. ....6.e55:- 


Eric Adeney | 
Robert Algar | 








Prince of Aragon.........- David Dodimead 
AMLONIO. .....ccccccccceres Alexander Gauge 
FLuSSANIO. cc cece ecceeverecres John Wynyard | 
BORE s 4 6 cecdoesctseebes Frederick Horrey 
BAlArViING. . oFeccccccccceeses . Richard Blythe 
GATIANO.. csccccececvcerress .. Josef Shear | 
TOTONRO sc cccccoarten tenes Kempster Barnes | 
Shy lack... .ccocsssccccessooe Donald Wolfit 
., || Prrerirewrery frre riers? .Eric Maxon 
Tauncelot Gobbo.......- Geoffrey Wilkinson 
Old Gobbo.......eceee-+++»Malealm Watson 
Baltha@ar....ccocrcevessoes George Bradford 
StepNanO. .scesereserveves Margaret Stallard | 
Clerk... cccccsvccccccesses David Dodimead | 
Portia .ccccccccccccsséeesdvses Rosalind Iden 
WNeriae <i 6 cee ds Fee eSS i TEN Marion Marshall 
Ce! EY PORE tL PORT ere & Zilla Tomlin 
Sc ntnatiemeatitiie 

noon’s school-kids—it’s best to let 


this play rest, in spite of obvious 
dangers of censorship. 

Otherwise, this is a good produc- 
tion of Shakespeare’s romantic 
drama, done better, with more spirit, 
than the two previous Wolfit offer- 
ings. There is less ranting and shout- 
ing, more interesting characteriza- 
tions, and more opportunity for the 
inherent poetry and drama to come 
forth. The play has swift, sure pace 
and doesn’t lag.. Wolfit’s Shylock is 
more vigorous and fiery than the 
expected portrayal, but it’s a com- 
pelling one nevertheless. He wins 
sympathy more frequently as the 
distraught father than contempt. -as 
the avaricious money-lender. The 
“What-is-a-Jew” speech is taken too 
fast, but it is still highly effective. 

Rosalind Iden’s Portia is charm- 
ing and witty, and her lines well- 
handled. The “Quality of Mercy” 
speech, in particular, is excellent. 
John Wynyard is a gallant Bassanio, 
and Alexander Gauge a good An- 
tonio. Geoffrey Wilkinson plays the 
clown Launcelot Gobbo brightly) 
though occasionally being over-exu- 
berant. Kempster Barnes, as Lo- 
renzo, and Zilla Tomlin, as Jessica 
make an appealing couple. Some of 
the supporting bits are unusually 
good, as for instance Robert Algar’s 
dignified Prince of Morocco and 
David Dodimead’s amusing burlesque 
as a foppish Prince of Aragon. 

Sets, costumes and direction are all 

on par with the improved quality of 

this presentation. 








Volpone 


Hail Shelton production (by arrangement 
with Advance Players Assn.) of revival of 
comedy in two acts by Ben Jonson. Stars 
Donald Wolfit; features Rosalind Iden, 
Staged by Wolfit and Christopher Ede; set- 
tings by Wolfit; music arranged by Rosabel 


[ll-Advised: 


done, and one of the better things 
in the Wolfit knapsack. 


One jest, of course, can be drawn 


the play is occasionally a trifle slow. 
For the most part, though, it moves 
briskly, with fine pace. The revival 
is presented with the original Jonson 
text. (New York has seen only one 
previous professional production of | 
“Volpone,” done by the Theatre | 
Guild in 1928, in an adaptation by | 


out a little too long, and in this case. | 


prudes won't like it, but for others 
it’s fun. 

Wolfit himself has a field-day (or 
night) as Volpone, or The Fox, who 
feigns infirmity and ill-health so that | 
he can wheedle impressive presents | 

| 


Stefan Zweig). The Wolfit troupe | 
does the show broadly, in rough and | 
ready rather than subtle strokes, | 
with a lusty, earthy humor. The | 
| 
| 


|out of gullible people who expect to | 


inherit his estate. The characteriza- 


'tion has many facets and Wolfit plays 


them all admirably. His bit as an 
unguent-seller—certainly one of the 
first of the noble line ef pitchmen— 
is a Classic. 

There are other wonder!‘ul bits in 
the revival, with small character por- 
trayals that stand out for their sharp 


or grotesque quality. In a vastly 
amusing courtroom scene, for in- 


| stance, a trio of jack-in-the-pulpit 


judges are as funny as the Marx or | 
Ritz brothers. 

John Wynyard aimost carries the 
play away from Woifit in his role of | 
Mosca, Volpone’s engaging rascal of 
a servant. The role is played bright- | 
ly, with relish. Alexander Gauge is | 
fine as a pompous cuckold of a hus- | 
band, and Rosalind Iden is softly ap- | 
pealing as the wife. Other support- | 
ing parts are well handled. Sets are | 
simple and costuines eye-filling. 


King Lear 


Hall Shelton precuction (by 
with Advance Players 
vival in two acts by William Shakespeare. 
Stars Donald Wolfit; features Rosalind Iden. 
Staged by Wolfit and Christopher Ede; sets 
and costumes, Ernest Stern; music arranged 
hy Rosabel Watson. At : 


Century, N. Y., 
Feb, 18, "47: $4.80 top. 
4 Ser ee rere se Donald Wolfit 
King of France..........-- David Dodimead 
Duke of Burgundy........ George Bradford 
Duke of Cornwali..............-dosef Shear 
Duke of Albany: ...+..ccee-ss- Robert Algar 


Earl of Kent. 








Earl of Gloucester,..........%-. Eric Maxon | 
Edgar Kempster Barnes 
Kdmund Horrey 
Curan Watson 
Oswald Wynyard 
Tenant Bradford 
DIOCUOE. coco ccecesvestoess .Maicolm Watson 
WORE ic cecevesesssccece Geoffrey Wilkinson | 
QEIEP si ce sec ceccceseeses David Dodimead 
Herald ..ccccccesscccvccscs .Richard Blythe 
BOrvVant. .ciccccdcoveccsesses Richard Blythe 
Gomeril....crccoccccovecss Violet Farebrother 
REMAN... ccccccccctcsesccccseed Ann Chalkley 
Cordelia. ..ccccccccscosesecees Rosalind Iden 
Shakespeare is still wonderful 





stuff, even when done by a com- 
pany of average distinction like the 
Donald Wolfit repertory troupe 
from England. Group is one of mod- 
est pretensions. It played in Len- 
don all during the blitz and then 
overseas for troops, and is here now 
for a short season of five plays (four 
by the Bard), using the same play- 
ers, meagre sets and skimpy cos- 
tumes. 


Wolfit’s first presentation Tuesday 
(18) was “King Lear.” Group is 
very, very British, and given to a 
great deal of declamation and pos- 
|turing. But it hews to the Shake- 








Watson, At Century, N. ¥., Feb. 24, ‘47; | Spearean lines with gusto and relish, 
$4.80 top. |so that the poetry shines through 
WOIONG) vi edibiceesgrecdcecers Donald | Wolfit frequently while occasionally the 
a tee eeeeeerererens John Wynyard | production rises to dramatic heights. 
oltore..... PTUTTIT TTT TTT Frederick Horrey | (, ray : ; p 
Corbaccio....s.+. A A ape oe. Eric Maxon | “Lear,” because of its complexity of 
ONL Gc eb ictal bobeveee. Alexander Gauge | Characterization and motives, is 
peg DERE TTT Kempster Barnes|rarely staged, and this “Lear” is 
Sir Politick Would-Be........ Robert Alger only a fair job. But it’s likely to 
eeme Sebehethicen ec he om Watson attract because of its infrequent 
Oe PE yey Te ere yr ichard Blythe 2 - . 
Cn WAMNRO os n05.40 900090. Geoffrey Wilkinson | Production, its inherent poetry and 
ANdrogynO.....-..sceeeeees David Dodimead|drama, and the occasional mag- 
Three Magistrates...... Josef Shear, George | nificence in this presentation. 
Bradford, Malcolm Watson eo ge ps . 
allt eis. bias Faz ce di Hash v88d Rosalind Iden | The Wolfit “Lear” is inclined to 


A 

The Donald Wolfit British reper- 
tory company continues to put a bet- 
ter foot forward as it goes along. In 

resenting its fourth production, Ben 

onson’s “Volpone,” the only non- 
Shakespearean work in the present 
repertory, the troupe offers a highly 
diverting performance of the Eliza- 
bethan satire on human avarice. It’s 
a bawdy bit of business, breezily 
LE TIE SETS 


Seeking Missing Heir! 
All persons who played in or 
were otherwise associated 
with the play Humpty-Dumpty 
(opened at New Amsterdam 
Theatre, New York, on No- 
vember 14, 1904) please 


write to F. W., Box 5080, Va- 
riety, 154 West 46th Street, 














New York 19. Information 
desired to locate missing 
heir. 











lrepel an audience at the start with 
ithe loud-voiced declamations of its 
actors, but the production grows on 
One considerably as it goes along. 
It also moves, after starting a little 
stiffly with swift, steady pace. Some 
of the pacing, and the streamlining, 
make for an episodic quality, but 
the excisions also help fit it into 
modern theatre. The scene of the 
cursing of Goneril, and above all the 
mad storm scene at the Dover sea- 
shore, are marvelous moments, 

Wolfit has the lion’s share in the 
difficult role of Lear, and for the 
most part (especially in the two 
scenes just mentioned) presents a 
vivid portrait of an imperious, em- 
bittered monarch. If he hams a bit, 
it’s hamming of the better sort, and 
acceptable. The male side of the 
Wolfit company is the stronger, 
| Geoffrey Wilkinson as the Fool, 
Alexander Gauge as Kent, Eric 
| Maxon as Gloucester and Kempster 
Barnes as Edgar particularily stand- 
ing out. 

The femme _ contingent disap- 
points. Violet Farebrother and Ann 
Chalkley as the ungrateful daugh- 
ters are too stiff and elocutionary, 
while Rosalind Iden’s shorter role 





arrangement | 
Assn.) of drama re- | 


as Cordelia is perfunctory. The sim- 
ple sets and costumes, with a recol- 
lection of the war circumstances un- 
der which they were made, are 
adequate. Incidental music—for a 


| troupe, for all its failings, brings 
| some bombast and excitement to the 
| Broadway stage, which is all to the 


|g 
5 


As You Like it 


Hall Shelton presentation (by arrangement 
with Advance Players Assn.) of revival of 
comedy in two acts by William Shake- 


speare. 


iden, Staged by Wolfit. Sets and costumes 
by Ernest Stern; music by Rosalind Wat- 
son. At Century, N. Y., Feb. 19, °47; $4.80 | 
top. 

Duke coccccsescee Alexander Gauge 
Prederick «..0cecvesectsorces David Dodimead 
DACGUCH. ccccccesccseccoccesss John Wynyard 
ROPE acd cnretcomeceeeess .George Bradford 
BetORS. . oc ccvedsorecesecens .Robert Algar 


Geoffrey Wilkinson 


mbes ¥des coe seks. ..Josef Shear 
eee eteeee Frederik k 


Le Beati...cccercscccse 


Qiliver . Horrey 
Jacques ..David Dodimead 
OCrlande@. cecsecertpecececs Kempster. Barnes 
Xv Se ee ee i Se eee Eric Adeney 
Dennis. AB. .-Charles Ollington 
Touchstone... ....-secceccicens Donald Wolfit 
i Sir Oliver Murtext......... David Dodimead 
Corin. ... .esere ..--..-Malcolm Watson 
Bi1VNWG i's oh deb bccceds ..+-Richard Blythe 
WHAM... cs ccccscca cewss ...Josef Shear 
Cf a Pe eee, Pee ee Robert Algar 
Rosalind. ....- .. Rosalind Iden 
CORR cccccceeeseceses ...Penelope Chandler 
Phroehe. oc sc cceccccassoge Ann Chalkley 
pS Pere Pee .Marion Marshall 


“As You Like It” is minor Shake- 
speare, and as such it emerges under 
the mixed treatment it gets from the 
Donald Wolfit troupe. The 
repertory company, presenting 


| comedy as the second of its presenta- 
tions on Broadway, gives it a fre-| 


quent lift and lilt. The Shakespear- 
ean idyll of romance in the forest of 
Arden has a warm, pleasant quality 
at times, while at others it is slow 
and plodding. At times, too, the 
troupe burlesques the play to mar 
its effect. The result is uneven. 


Rosalind Iden, who doesn’t com- 
pletely satisfy in the role of Cor- 
delia in “King Lear,” has here fuller 


| chance to show her ability as Rosa- 


lind, and succeeds in infusing ft with 


pert flavor. Kempster Barnes is 
equally winning opposite her as 
| Orlando. Wolfit himself, after a vir- 


|tuoso exhibition as Lear in the 
| earlier production, contents himself 
| with the relatively minor role of the 
jclown Touchstone, and __ struts 
, through it in a comic fashion that 
| isn’t completely successful. 


Other male roles are good, such as | 


those of Alexander Gauge as a 
manly Duke, Eric Adeneéy as the old 
servant Adam, John Wynyard as a 
melancholy lord, and Geoffrey Wil- 
| kinson as a foppish courtier, Femme 
|roles are again disappointing, es- 


| pecially Penelope Chandler’s mouthy, | 


indistinct portrayal as Celia. 

| Play uses series of makeshift sets, 
constantly juggled in front of the 
audience by a group of comely 
femme pages who serve double duty 
as scene-shifters and attendants. 
Business is amusing at times, a little 
trying at others. 


There’s no grade-A Shakespeare 
here, in play or performance, but 
there are moments of charm and 
beauty. 





OO’ Daniel 


Experimental Theatre, Inc., 
Theatre Guild's production of drama in 
three acts, prolog and epilog, by Glendon 
Swarthout and Jvhn Savacool.. Staged by 
Paul Crabtree; gets and lighting, Herbert 
Brodkin; music, Alex North. Sponsored by 
American National Theatre and Academy. 
At Princess theatre, N. ¥., Feb. 23, '47; $3 
subscription, 


production of 


I OC er ee Pee Walter Coy 
Su east eee shaper rae Anne Burr 
2 OSE PE EP Ay PD, Pao Jack Manning 
Photographers. ... Philip MéEneny, Norman 


; Budd 
ME «ob 3 ode 64 da ed ess wk i William Munroe 
NS 9 6 te ...James Holden 


eet ao Rudy Bond, Keene Croc kett, 
Billy M. Greene, Robert P. Lieb 


6. ee Ore James Holden 


Cer eee eee Billy M. Greene 
Colonel Basil...... 


-.+eeee. Robert P. Lieb 
Technician 4th Grade......... Norman Budd 
SED bulkw s'nd'o a on deen 6b aul James Holden 
Le reer Isabel Bishop 
WEL 344 babstescebee Georgia Simmons 
Cleaning Woman........... Royal Raymond 
i EP Pe ere ee or Billy M. Greene 
Ba Os Gs bacco e ceeas 


....Keene Crackett 





Though sturdier than its initial en- 
try, “Wanhope Building,” the Experi- 
mental Theatre of the American Na- 
tional Theatre and Academy and au- 
thors of “O’Daniel,” its followup 
entry, miss out again in having any- 
thing for the commercial marts. But 
since this is experimental theatre, 
one can’t judge the play by commer- 
cial standards. It’s strictly for the 
experimentalists. 

There are fine portrayals by Wal- 
ter Coy, Anne Burr, Jack Manning 
and Billy M. Greene. Others acquit 
themselves well, too, but it’s the first- 
named trio around whom the play 
revolves. 

The story of the 1952 rise of one 
Dan O’Daniel, from a non-combat GI 
to GOP presidential on oppo- 
site Stassen, is hard to fake. 

Play by Glendon Swarthout and 
John Savacool is overlong and fre- 
quently tedious, Paul Crabtree has 
given the play satisfactory direction. 
sets and lighting by Herbert Brod- 
kin are okay. Same goes for Alex 
North’s musical backgrounding. 

Edba. 











Stars Donald Wolfit and Rosalind | 


British | 
the | 


Company Clerk............ William Munroe | 
Bartender ait hae eee} aedeare Rudy Bond 
ee a EET OE ey Pree Isubel Bishop 


A Meen fer the 


Misbegotien 
Cleveland, Feb. 24. 


production of drama in 
Kugene O'Neill, 
Production de- 


Theatre Guild 
four acts (four scenes) by) 
Directed by Arthur Shields. 
signed and lighted by Robert Edmond 
Jones, Production under supervision of 
Theresa Helburn and Lawrence Langner, 
(Associate producer, Armina Marshall), At 
Hanna, Clevéland, Feb. 24, °47. 





Josie HOgan. ...c.reecescerecs Marcy Welch 
Phil -Hogam., ..e'esccvccesscecs 1. M. Kerrigan 
| Mike Howan.............4. Joseph Donnelly 


|} James Tyrotte, Jr... cece ssccccd James Dunn 
T. Stedman Harder........ 

Nine minutes were lopped off “A 
| Moon For the Misbegotten,” which 
|ran approximately 140 minutes when 
it opened its second road stand at 
| the Hanna tonight (24), but the new 
Eugene O'Neill play still needs more 
|tightening and better tempo. It 
| debuted in Columbus Thursday (20). 

Despite the old master’s touch in 
| this dark and somber drama of mal- 
| adjusted lives and frustrations, lo- 
calites did not register too much 
enthusiasm. Its 


of third lag 
lack of physical action, that audience 
| here openly yawned and coughed 
impatiently. 

| Yet none could deny the strange 
|; beauty of .the “Moon” mood of bit- 





| ter disillusionment, nor the heart- 
| hitting fervor of the emotional 
clashes created by the three lead 
characters as they futilely try to | 
| buy their lost dreams. 

Saga of lonely Amazonian farm- 


| girl, who poses as a trollop to create 

a defensive mechanism, until dipso- 
|} maniac discovers she is 
| with maternalistic instincts, is curi- 
| ously fascinating even though one 
wonders why O'Neil has to manu- 
|facture such terribly depressing 
' types. 
| Inconclusiveness of the painstak- 
ing Johnny-one-note theme, con- 
sistently played in a minor key, 
must arouse countless controversies. 
That’s exactly what the author 
planned, probably, but dramatic ef- 
fect of this psychopathic “Tobacco 
Road” seems more attributable to 
work of the excellent ca&t. 

James Dunn earned a hearty salvo 
for his finely-pitched, intensely sym- 
pathetic portrait of a landlord who 
attempts to bury his troublesome 
conscience in whiskey and sex. 
Starting slowly, his characterization 
steadily gains in strength. 

As the big, hulking farmwench. 
Mary Welch catches afire in her 
forceful emotional acting. Newcomer 
is also winsomely tender in her 
frustrated romance but needs more 
polishing in her heavy comedy 
scenes and awkward transitions of 
mood. 

J. M. Kerrigan's lusty, flavored 
performance as the salty-tongued, 
old scheming rascal, an Irish ver- 
sion of Jeeter Lester, is outstanding. 

The profanity that studs the 
dialog is bound to excite comment. 
but one should expect that in a 
work by O'Neill. Robert Edmond 
Jones’ setting of a ramshackle farm- 
house must be compared to “Tobac- 
co Road” in bleakness. Pull. 


Sumpin’s Jumpin’! 
: Hollywood, Feb. 21. 
Everett Wile and Sol Cornberg production 
of musical revue (all-Negro) in two parts. 
Features Benny Carter and his orchestra 
Canada Lee, Herb Jeffries, The Treniers, 
Wonderful Smith, Otto Eason, The Robin- 
sons, Lorraine Baker, Gerry & Byron, Toni 
Harper, Phelan and De Quincy, Al Jarvis 
were neteiee ae by Wile and Corn- 
: 2 , John bley. 3 C i 
theatre, Hollywood, Fel, = tt: tee 
pre tate iF 
Put together in practically the 
| Space of a week, “Sumpin’s Jumpin’!” 
| not only opened with a minimum of 
| bobbles but it affords one of the 
| slickest entertainments of its type. 
Scaled to fit the small house, 
“Jumpin .’ although minus a line of 
ponies, gives the impression of be- 
ing bigger than the usual run of 
mee revues. 
eason for the bigtime qualit 
probably is due more than anythiine 
else to the list of stellar sepia names, 
plus the classy tootlings of the Benny 
Carter musicrew in the pit and the 
sextet fragment of it on the stage. 
Carter’s baton downbeats an over- 
ture that gets the show off fast fol- 
lowed by a quick boogie semi-ballet 
pas de deux by Gerry and Byron, 
who combine classic elements of 
terpsichore with some gut-bucket. 
Lorraine Baker, novice in the pro 
Singing ranks, takes over for 
pleasant warbling chores, selling 
tunes on combination of little girl 
| Sweetness with an undercurrent cf 
throaty sex. Otfo Eason builds up 
| the terp side of the show with Bill 
Robinson routines on roller skates. 
Herb Jeffries, former Duke Elling- 
ton vocalist, doubles as part-time 
emcee and singing star. His handling 
of baritone gems from the Ellington 
pen, such as “Solitude” and “Jump 
for Joy,” plus “I Gotta Woman 
| Crazy for Me,” sells heavily, es- 
| pecially to distaffers. Toni Harper, 
eight years old and already capable 
|in blues chanting department, closes 
the first half of the show brilliantly. 
_ Carter’s band brings the audience 
in for the second round and then 
turns the spotlight over to The Rob- 
insons, a leggy tap team who do all 
right by that overworked art. Won- 
derful Smith, who shares some of 




















..Lex Lindsey | 


profane dialog is | 
often bitingly pungent or arrestingly | 
poetic but it’s overloaded with repe- | 
titious verbiage. Second act and parts | 
monotonously, due to | 


a virgin 
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Plays Out of Town 


the emcee job, also repeats his « 


President” telephone Mr, 
made him one of the Sars once 
Army show, “Hey, Rookie!” he 


Mae Johnson dishes up 
blues in the downright Reade se 
school, but her imitation of 
West opening night was lengthy - 
questionably funny. Canada Le + 
livered a speech at the * Ge 
ate he for me fund of t 
racial dramatic school, whi 
production is aiding with on he 
we | eeotpte. as 

arvis winds the s y wi 
short version of his “Make Bele hs 
Ballroom,” drawing one 0; two ait 
ferent guestars from the audience ~ 
each performance. Show finales with 
| Carter issuing an invitation to d: ~ 
on the stage. Piey 

Rane rei and trin 
| Show should hang around 2» . 
lvard playhouse for some ‘ieee 
| Treniers, billed in the cast, Pin 





ming in Spots, 


; were oi 
} opening night due to an auto ney 
dent. ( 


The Greatest of These 
Detroit, Feb, 19. 


product ic 
Lucke 


Frank Satenstein 
tien with Edgar ik’ 
| Richard Krakeur), of drama by Max Wy} 
| feutures Gene Raymond, Mary ; Bol; a 

Bramwell Fletcher, Sam Jaffe, ana Kawi, 
| Jerome, Staged by Kaddie Dowling aoe 


nh cin ASSOC ia. 
bach, Ir., and 


; S@tlings 
} by Donald Oenslaeer. At Shubert rag 
j}ette, Detroit, Feb. 18 i7 Paes 
Mangat Kr 
Mi . . sae ‘rank de Sj 
Ver Phillipson eo Bramwell Fletcher 
Hackley Chard Ge Ray - 
ea Tne 
Avi . | Singh 
Mahmud cs ‘ Andrew Kura Singha 
indy Elizabeth Bates Mary Boland 
| Pivar Siraj-Uddin. «+++. Barbara Young 
| Sir Harry Chadbourne......dwin Jerome 
| Maha Maya.... . +++. Kumara Singha 
|} Rashid Siraj-Uddin Peter Coo 
SE Cots SG haw dele & wes ae A. J. Herbert 
| iatchie Ram..... s% George Beshara 
Khan Mirza Sirai-Uddin Sam Jaffe 


| Indian Policeman. Deses Rajah Rama 
Ganesh a. ae Rari Singh 
Umar Qitab. Frank de Kova 
English Charles Gerrard 


Police Captain... 
_ Author Max Wylie has succeeded 
in. consolidating a combination of 
vast and thorny subjects of India and 
inter-racial romance and marriage 
into an intense plea for’ brotherhood 
and universal love. “The Greatest of 
These” is the result. It looks like a 
| click, 

| Play is built around a white uni- 
| versity professor, whose love for a 
| Mohammedan girl involves him in 
her brother's revolutionary plans. 
And so the play’s people find it easier 
to die together than live together. 

Gene R&hbnt? carries thé long 
role of the professor with great sym- 
pathy and understanding. Bramwell 
Fletcher is an admirable foil as the 
raffish student of world affairs. As 
Lady Elizabeth, a _ British liberal, 
Mary Boland gives a perfect charac- 
terization, humorous and dramatic. 
Barbara Young carries off the part 
of a charming young Indian, sister of 
the hot-blooded revolutionary, played 
by Peter Coe 

The play is definitely good theatre. 
Its opening performance was a lit- 
'tle long, but the trimming that will 
be done will take care of this minor 
flaw. 

Especially good is a scene between 
Coe and Jaffe, as his aged patriot 
father, who is released from prison 
because of the imminence of his 
death. 

Settings are commendable. Holl. 


Ten O°Clock Scholar 


San Francisco, Feb. 24. 


Lewis J, Deak production (in association 
with Lee Shubert) of comedy by Joseph 
Schrank in three acts. Stars Fay Bainter, 
Thomas Mitchell. Staged by Mitchell; set- 














tings, Richard Jackson. At Geary, San 
Francisco, Feb, 24, ‘47. 
ie” Fay Bainter 
| Herbert Wilkins..........Thomas Mitchell 
| PEE cccese cb isteeeeeeser Buddy Swan 
| Kleanor Wilkins. .......++e++ Jean Ruth 
I. WANING ci 0sess s dawiessess Paul Langton 
| Arthur Wilkins......0c..eees: Skip Homeier 
Sam Tucker......... Mdward Ryan 
WAAPY.. cr cccccccccvcccescoces Helene Stanley 
yO Ce er .Paul Maxey 


Opening with a first-act of charm, 
and carrying on with a second act of 
promise, the Joseph Schrank play. 
“Ten O'Clock Scholar” falls anart 
in its third act. In doing so the com- 
petent Fay Bainter and Thomas 
Mitchell valiantly attempt to ie 
sense to a vapid denouement but fa! 
as dismally as the playwright. ' 

Miss Bainter and Mitchell are ably 
supported by the juveniles Skip 
meier and Helene Stanley, with 4 ul 
quate help by Jean Ruth and a 
Langton. A sheer waste of talent. 

Plot deals with an adolescent boy 
who comes home with a Copy - 
Schopenhauer’s essays and =. 
his entire lower middleclass, smé 
‘town family off balance wie ute 
| ponderings on the meaning 0 the 
Pa, who also becomes infected by ts 
doubt as to what it’s all about, ee : 
his bookkeeping job to do Wo. 
cerving, sister sacks her beau, 


| 





, week, of 
takes up public nursery ha 
the adolescent himself diss girl- 
|himself from his bobby-sox 


friend, In the end all becomes “ 
again as the family. mostly on boon 
stimulus of its youngsters, vane 7 
upon the homey fact that the Loerent 
things of life are the really impor 

ones, = 

“Whether the play can be rescued 
\for the theatre by the rewriting | 





| that last act is doubtful, but possibly 

with some expert Hol 
ping it can be made into a 
sorts. 


-wood prop- 
llvw aim 0 
Ted. 
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N. ¥. Post Axe Swings 

_,An unhealthy feeling is beginning 
to be noticed among New York news- 
papers, an uncertainty and panicky 
mood already being manifest in 
firings on one or two sheets, and 
talk of retrenchment on others. Feel- 
jng seems to be that a period of 
intense competition is in sight, with 
advertising and circulation likely to 
drop, and a bitter fight probably for 
survival. Managements are building 
up reserves against such time, trying 
to cut expenses, etc. 

Mood was pointed up last week 
by the firing of a dozen men on the 
N. ¥. Post, majority of them copy- 
readers. N. Y. Newspaper Guild is 
contesting the firings as not necessary, 
and likely to result in a speedup 
on the sheet. Management claims 
staff is too large, swollen by the war, 
and that with returned vets, the 10% 
pewsprint cut, etc., it had to fire the 
men, Guild counters with fact that, 
the Post has expanded its services 
since the war and needs the extra 
people it put on during that time. 

Only partly connected with the 
staffers firings was last week's resig- 
nation, after three year's on the Post, 


of Clip Boutell, literary columnist. | 


Boutell, who also was partner with 
literary editor Sterling North in 
syndicating their material to about 
20 other papers, quit admittedly 
after clashes in personality with 
North over syndication arrange- 
ments, and made a cash settlement 
for his equity in the syndication. A 
suit for libel brought against the 
Post and against Boutell a year ago 
by someone in the N. Y. publishing 
field for an article Boutell had 
written, isn’t believed to have 
figured in latter's leaving the sheet. 
Suit. incidentally, has never come 
to court, 





Paper Covers For Books 

A wartime conservation idea of 
paper covers for books is back and 
may be extended because of the high 
cost of cloth which is some 27c. a 
yard as against the 7c. per yard 
for the buckram paper 
With the exception of lending library 
complaints, for obvious reasons of 


durability, the latter seem accept- | 


able enough to the average book 
buyer. 

Rinehart is recoursing to the paper 
binding idea for all books under 
$3. as in the case of Frank Waters’ 
“The Yogi of Cockroach Court,” a 
$2.75 item. Macmillan recently 
essayed the same idea. Three years 
ago, in the midst of the war, Rine- 
hart issued a George Price cartoon 
book in hard paper covers and like- 
wise found no complaints from the 
public. 





War Scribes’ Anthology 

Hitaerto unpublished for varied 
reasons, some 22 stories written dur- 
ing the war's duration by top-drawer 
foreign correspondents. have been 
grouped together by Dutton’s in 
“Deadline Delayed.” 

Tome, to be introduced at the 
Overseas Press Club’s annual dinner 
at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., March 


4, has pieces by Richard Tregaskis, | 


Bob Considine, Irene Kuhn, Henry 
J. Taylor, Ruth Cowan, Joe Ravotto 
and Al Newman. New 
thrown upon the celebrated Patton 
face-slapping incident and other war 
tales, 





Brown Steps Down at E&P 

Personnel shifts at the Editor and 
Publisher last week resulted follow- 
ing the retirement of prexy James 
Wright Brown, Sr., who held the 
Post for some 35 years. Moving up 
as head of the newspaper trade mag 
is James Wright Brown, Jr., previ- 
Ously veepee and sublisher for the 
Past six years. 

Other switches were secretary and 
editor Robert U. Brown, who be- 
comes veepee and editor. Brown, Sr. 
will retain his membership in the 
board of directors as well as holding 
Post of secretary. 





Berlin-Morehouse ‘Binge’ 
Irving Berlin recently took Ward 
orehouse on a nostalgic binge into 
's early family history with an il- 
Uustrative tour through New York's 

@ast side and Chinatown. 
Was a full-page color story on Ber- 
hes the N. Y. Sun last Monday 


_ Sentimental journey covered Ber- | 
INS Spawning ground as troubadour 
and song-writer in the cafes around | material for 
Trip, of course, | which Random House 


the Bowery area. 
Was made in a limousine. 


—= 5 





Lilla Van Saher’s Tome 
First novel of Lilla Van Saher, 
former star of German and French 
films, is scheduled for publication | 
next Tuesday (3) by E. P, Dutton, | 
Titled “The Echo,” book is a psycho- 
logical love drama based on the 





bindings. | 


light is | 


Result 


author’s work as a psychiatrist, in 
'which she engaged after receiving 
, her MD degree from the Sorbonne 
‘in Paris, 

| As an actress, Miss Van Saher 
'starred in several pre-war films for 
ithe UFA studios in Germany and 
also played opposite French 
Jean Gabin in French pictures. 





Star 


Springfield Strikebreaking 

Issued sporadically last week 
through tight AFL and CIO picket | 
| lines, the Springfield, Mass., Daily | 
|News, one of the four Sherman | 
| Bowles daily papers, hit the streets 
jregularly this week. The strike-, 
| breaking was done on orders of the ' 
eccentric multimillionaire publisher, 
i who himself was arrested and fined 
$25 for driving without a license 
since 1942 after he nosed a loaded | 
| delivery truck through the picket 
| lines. 

Nonstriking 
stereoty pers, 


employees 
typographers on type- | 
keyboards, pressmen and | 
| truck drivers to get out the eight- | 


turned | 


writer 


page paper which chiefly featured 
wire news and a resume of news | 
during the blackout. First edition | 


advertising Monday (17) was quick- 
|ly withdrawn when stores claimed | 
it was inserted “without authoriza- | 
tion.” There have been no ads since. 

Caught in the crossfire were 
WSPR, ABC outlet, and Rivérside 
Park, which had placed ads to run 
when the strike was settled. 


Three craft unions quit Sept. 26 
on a no-contract, no-work agree- 


‘ment and were joined, Nov. 7, by the 
Springfield Newspaper Guild after 
wholesale “economy” firings. Press- 
men and stereotypers have come to | 
closed-shop terms with management 
ery decline to enter-the plant until 
all four unions get contracts. Bowles 
refuses a closed shop to the ITU, | 
and demands withdrawal of NLRB 
suits before Guild negotiations are 
started. | 

Meanwhile, a citizens committee 
|is studying prospects for an inde- 
' pendent newspaper. 


Chi H-A In 2nd Libel Suit 


| Second $2,000,000 libel suit against | 
| Illinois Publishing & Printing Co., 
publishers of Chicago Herald-Ameri- 
can, was filed in U, S. district court 
here last week by Fowler V. Harper, 
law professor at Indiana Univ. 

Harper alleges he was libeled in an 
editorial of Oct. 31, 1946, headed 
“Communism on the Campus,” which 
contended that “Red Professors” are 
active in Indiana and that “tax- 
supported colleges and_ teacher- 
‘training institutions are still being 
| used as recruiting stations for Red 
Fascism.” 

Other suit was brought against the 
paper and Westbrook Pegler by A. 
| N. Spanier who contended that Peg- 
\ler had damaged his reputation by 
‘tabbing him a Communist. 


} 


j 
| 
| 





| Guild to ditto at Rinehart & Co. 
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Friendly Enemies 

Censorship threats make sti ange 
bedfellows. James T. Farrell and 
James M. Cain, at daggers’ point - 
in their squabble over formation 
of an authors’ group to protect 
writers’ royalties, have merged 
in a committee which seeks to 
intervene in the criminal prose- 
cution of Edmund  Wilson’s 


"www 
vwvwevwvywwywes” 


; ‘g 794 . 

: SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 

SESS T FSSC OFe?< By ‘Frank Scully TOPCO e er eed 
Klink, Cal., Feb. 22. 


Did you catch a UP story out of Cheyenne about a legislator named CW. 
Jeffrey who introduced a bill requiring cars from California to carry two 








“Hecate County.” Joining with 
the duo in supporting Wilson 
are H. L. Mencken, Thomas 
Mann, John Dos Passos, Lionel 
Trilling and others 

“Hecate” case will be argued 
shortly before the New York 
appellate division fc vwing a 
two-to-one conviction. in special 
sessions. Carl Rachlin is attor- 
for the authors’ comniittee. 


ney 





years ago did very well. RH plans 
the new book for mid-’48 publica. 
tion 

CHATTER 
Ed Leech, Pittsburgh Press editor, 
in Hollywood to gander studios. 

Carson McCullers in Paris writing 
a new novel with that city as locale. 

Kenneth Roberts in Nassau on va- 
cation strictly, not beginning a new 
novel. 

Stanley M. Rinehart, Jr. house- 
guesting with Philip Wylie in Miami 
Beach. 

Poet Edward 


Davison appointed 
dean of Washington & Jefferson 
College 

New sales manager for Ziff Davis 


Chicago 
Trenkle. 
Farm bought by Waverly Root, 
the historian and novelist, in Chel- 
sea, Vt. 
Working on “The Great Blizzard,” 


book division is Charles 


Albert Idell has taken himself to 
Guatemala 
Agnes Moorehead’s memoirs of 


show business will be published by 
Little, Brown. 

Malcolm Bingay, managing editor 
of Detroit Free Press, in Hollywood 
for three weeks. 

Laura Vruwink, Hollywood rep 
for Parents mag, hospitalized with 
heart trouble. 

John Sorrells, executive director 
of Scripps newspapers, making the 
rounds of Hollywood studios, 

E. B. Hatrick, Hearst Metrotone 
News veepee, in Hollywood to gan- 
der product for three weeks. 

Bill Raney has shifted from as- 
sociate editorship of the Literary 


Milton Raison writing a magazine 
yarn titled “Writing for Pine- 
Thomas Is a Hazardous Occupation.” 

James T. McGuire, Chicago Times 
reporter, checked in at 20th-Fox as | 
technical adviser on “Call Northside | 

Ethe] Hill completed the biog- | 
raphy of her horse, War Knight, | 
which won a $100,000 race at Santa | 
Anita. 

S. I. Newhouse, eastern newspaper 
publisher, touring the Metro lot in | 
Culver City and vacationing in La | 
Quinta. i 


| of some guy who was running for senator. 


| miss them. 


red flags, “both fore and aft,” and two bells not less than six inches in 


‘diameter to warn Wyoming of their coming? I had quite a talk with this 


old warrior last fall, and he’s terrifique! He told me about the bill he 
intended to introduce to save Wyoming from being wiped out by mad 
crivers trom Hollywood. I told him if he did I would urge a similar law 
for the protection of native sons. We laughed so hard he decided to play 
it = gaia and see how far it would go. By now it has gone ‘round the 
woriad, 

He's not just a hack politician, but a high class M. D. from Rawlins, 
Wyo. For 30 years he used to lose $3.000 annually on useless oil stocks. 
Investing in them became a habit. and being a doctor, he knew what habits 
could do to a man. .Some colleagues took to drink, some to dope. But Doc 
took to wildcat oil deals. He simply couldn't them. He was down 
o his unmortgaged home when the most worthy of these oil addicts, a 
friend named Cobb, came to him with a surefire proposition which needed 
$30,000. The doc told Cobb the promoters had cleaned him out of his 
annual quota and he had- nothing left but his house. Cobb finally got him 
to mortgage the house. He reasoned that if this deal blew up it would 
leave Doc flat broke for 10 vears. and that would mean for 10 vears no oil 
sharp could chisel him out of a nickel. The logic appealed to Doc. 


Hew To Resist Gyps 
To prove right they were. Doc had hardly hocked his home 
when a pair of hot wildcatters barged in on him to make that annual $3,000 


When they finally were convinced that Doc not only didn’t have a 
dime but had mortgaged his home they couldn't conceal their disgust. 


resist 


how 


tap 


“Doc,” they told him, “you've really been chumped this time. Cobb is 
famous for drilling dry holes.” 

Well, this Cobb turned the=$30,000 into millions. He hit a well that 
proved to be one of the wonders of the west, and since he and Doc were 
in on a 50-50 deal, the well made both of them millionaires many times 


over 


But this didn't change Doc in the least. He stil] lives in his modest home, 
still brings babies in the world, still represents Rawlins in the Wyoming 
legislature—a- job which pays $1,000 a year. 

One of his classmates at the University of Illinois was Dr. Lin. the 
famous Chinese maternity specialist. After he had fallen into money, Doe 
arranged to have her released by the Japs and brought back from Shanghai 
to San Francisco. When the 25th anniversary of his class came around, 
Doc paid the expenses of every member of the class to the reunion to 
honor Dr. Lin. 


He is such a character around Wyoming that when Si Newton had blown 
out three tires in a few hundred miles and found himself in Rawlins he 
phoned Dr. Jeffrey for help. Sure enough, Doc had a Cadillac and had 
some tires he could spare. 

We drove over to his now unmortgaged home and he came out in his 
long underpants and a camelhair overcoat, pinned together with a button 
We had a grand bull-session 
and it was during this talk that he told me that California has the craziest 


| drivers in the world and you took your life in your hands when you drove 


there. They weré even crazier away from home. They had ports-of- 


, entry rules and traffic regulations that better befitted a foreign country, 


and he was going to pay them off with a reciprocity treaty. 
his was the payoff. 
~ 


This bill of 


Cowboy Of Lorraine 
Maybe you see characters like Doc Jeffrey in westerns, but I seem to 
I doubt if they will show. up in Bernard Shaw's “Blanco 
Posnet” either. 

To those who do not think Shaw borrowed from Frank Harris on this 
“Posnet” item I will simply have to refer them to the Master, who has 
confessed that all his life he has been an expert picker of other people's 
brains, and he has been caught many times picking Harris's. 

Harris had punched cattle back in the ‘70s and regaled London with 
these tall tales in the ‘90s, when he Jured Shaw to catch shows for the 
Saturday Review. It’s all recorded in Harris's “My Reminiscences As a 
Cowboy,” of which I own 30% on account I did the writing. 1 

“Kings and cowboys I have known,” he once told me, “and the cowboys 
stand out above the rest. I have only three heroes left—Cervantes, Shakes- 
peare and Wild Bill Hickok—all dead.” 

While working with Harris on the Shaw. biography at Vittel in the 


Reginald Hunter, of Greenwich | Vosges mountains of France, I found he would soon tire and say, “Let's 


Village, where he has John Cowper | go toa movie. See if there’s a western on.” I would look out the window 


Powys’ old studio, has new book out | 
“Call Out of Darkness.” 

Hoyland Bettinger, former New 
York television consultant, working 
on a book titled “Television Tech- 
niques,” slated for early publication 
by Harper, 

Vera Caspary’s “Out of the Blue,” 








Info-Guard Law OK’d 


The Desmond bill providing that 
| newspaper and press association em- 
| ployees shall not be required to dis- 
| close in legal proceedings the source 
lof information obtained by them, 
| has passed the N. Y. Senate. It is 
|now in the codes committee of the 
assembly. 

The proposal has been advanced 
and has won support at previous 
ls ssions, but has never been ap- 
| proved by the Legislature. Chances 
‘for adoption this year are considered 
good. The measure does not include 
‘radio reporters. If enacted, it prob- 
‘ably will be amended next year to 
‘pring latter within scope of the in- 
| formation-protecting law. 





| Roeburt’s 1-2 ‘Hate’ Punch 

| John Roeburt, radio whodunit 
scripter, has completed a one-two 
lassault on hate merchants for book 
ijand screen. One, a book, titled 
| “Seneca, US.A..” and dealing with 
' anti-Semitism, 1s scheduled for pub- 
llication by Samuel Curl, May 15. 
|Other, an original screenplay titled 
“Dark Memory,” 
for indie production on Coast. 








Ray Josephs’ New Book 
the end of 


is being packaged | 


on which Eagle-Lion holds film 
|rights, will be serialized by Today’s 
|Woman mag and published later in 
book form. 

Mary Vanaman transferred by 
Time from national affairs and 
|! musie sections to the film section, 
/where she replaces Rosamund Dra- 


per, who is on leave. 
The Bennett Cerfs (Random 
tienes) at LaQuinta, California 


| desert resort, until March 10. Pub- 
‘lisher picked up a number of mss. 
while on his Hollywood junket. 
Richard oO’Connor, DAILY 
Variety staffer, has resigned to 
'write a biography of Gen. George 


'H. Thomas, Union Civil War hero, | 


for 1948 publication by Prentice-Hall. 

This Month magazine ‘suspending 
| publishing with April issue, although 
|editors expect to resume by mid- 


icuummer. Last issue contains article | 


}on legit designer Walter Florell by 
| p.a. Len Traube. 

| William C. Lengel, exec editor of 
| Faweett mags, Today’s Woman and 
l'True’ Confessions spiels on “The 
| Struggling Author” March 3 at the 
'Creative Writing Workshop of 


D C. 


Hareourt, Brace’s eight-year-old 


hot music compendium, “Jazzmen,” | 
ledited by Frederic C. Ramsey, Jr. | 


— sephs leaves Vs j 
me | as long trip to gather | and Charles Edward Smith is > 
pears ““Latin American Diary” #0 have a French wa, 


will publish. 
Josephs’ “Argentine Diary” of two 


| Librairie Ernest Flammarion, within 
18 months, 


American University in Washington, | 


at the picture house nearby. 


“Now Playing?” 

It was the kind of picture house that didn’t know what it was showing 
until the thing was on the screen. But that didn't prevent the manage- 
ment from advertising a boxoffice title, though the title outside the theatre 
and the one on the screen were rarely the same. 


On this particular night, we arrived at the standard hour for a picture 
in France, which is around 9 o'clock. As always happened, Harris in« 
| sisted on buying the most expensive seats and then sitting in the cheapest, 
| In addition to being absent-minded, he was very. rearsighted, and had to 
sit close to the screen. He never seemed to remember that this defect 
| could save him a lot of money until it was too late. Invariably he bought 
the better seats, growled at their position and then moved up front among 
the peasantry, where all screen values are enlarged and overdrawn. 
| The picture didn't start right away and Harris's impatience began to take 
form. He began stamping his walking stick and soon all the kids around 
him were beating time with him. The rhythmic racket stirred the man- 
ager to start the show. 

The manager must have had a faint suspicion that we were important 
people, for we were allowed to pick our seats in advance, and pencil- 
written notes were attached by a string to our chairs, indicating that the 
seats were “loue’—“rented.” 

When we arrived, other occupants were in the chairs, naturally, for no 
| French peasant pays the slightest attention to signs of that sort. They do, 
however, to verbal orders, and got out with good grace when the manager 
ordered them to “alley oop’! The picture was a Fred Thompson western, 
| and as one ex-cowboy to another, Harris enjoyed every foot of it. At the 
| chase he would stamp his cane, and when the rustlers bit the dust he would 
| cheer. For an old roue he certainly could enjoy plain tales from the plains. 








Add: “Makes No Difference Now” 

Until Gov. Jimmy Davis, the Bingle of the Bayous, arrived in Hollywood 
from Louisiana to lend his larynx to Monogram’s picture of the same name, 
California had the warmest, dryest winter in untold years. But as soon as 
the composer of “You Are My Sunshine” arrived, it rained. Naturelment, 





On Rye, That Is! 

Peasants who look in vain for a car wreck in “Smashup,” starring Susan 
Hayward might like to know it is really the name of a drink. Originally, 
snifter was called a “Stone Fence.” It consists of rye, brandy, cointreau, 
| orange bitters and absinthe. It was discovered by Dorothy Parker, who 

thought after drinking two that she had run into the White Cliffs of Dover, 
|For the styx, Univ.-Int. is thinking of retitling the boozological biog, 
|“Dames Drink Too.” The “too” stands for “too much.” 
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actor who made quite a reputation 
both here and abroad in Shakespear- 
ean roles, died at his home in Flush- 
ing, N. Y., Feb. 20. His last Broad- 
way appearance was in “Arsenic and 
Old Lace.” 


London with the Ben Greet Players. 


OBITUARIES 


HENRY HERBERT 
Henry Herbert, 68, English-born 


Herbert made his stage debut in 


He later appeared in and managed 
companies of F, R. Benson and 
eventually organized his own com- 
pany, in which he toured the British 
Isles and South Africa. In 1916 he 
appeared in New York in “King 
Henry VIII,” and thereafter devoted 
himself to the American theatre. 

He is reputed to have played Ham- 
let more than 500 times, Richard III 
almost as often and had given at 
least 300 performances of other 
Shakespearean roles. He was one 
of the original members of the 
Elizabethan Stage Society, the port- 
able theatres that brought to English 
audiences the works of Shakespeare's 
contemporaries. He was for a time 
associate director of the Stratford- 
on-Avon Memorial Theatre. 

During his tenure in this country 
Herbert appeared in more than a 
score of new plays and revivals 
between 1917 and 1937, among them 
“Lady of the Lamp,” “Uptown West,’ 
“The Lady of the Rose,” “The Man 
Who Changed His Name,” and “Dam- 
aged Goods.” For six years in the 
20's he played the role of Christ in 
a Passion Play staged annually in 
Los Angeles. 

He also arranged the text and 
staged a revival of “Troilus and 
Cressida” in New York in 1932 by 
The Players. Among other produc- 
tions he staged were a 1934 revival 
by Walter Hampden of “Richard Ill” 
and 1935 productions by Philip Meri- 
vale of “Othello” and “Macbeth.” He 
had also appeared in one film, “So 
Big,” starring Colleen Moore. 

Survived by widow, Gladys, who 
resides in London. 








ALEX HANLON 
Alex Hanlon, 58, former Loew 





agent and booker, died in New York, | and daughter, latter the wife of W. 
Feb. 23. His family name was Alex~-| Lewis Simpson, Metro, manages, in 


ander Furstman. He adopted Han- 
lon as a stage name when heading 
an acrobatic trio with which he pro- | 





duced and trouped with for years | 


before entering the 
*+booking field. 

Besides being a franchised Loew 
agent, he had also handted vaude 
bookings of the erstwhile Grand 
Opera House, N. Y., and the Olym- 
pic theatre, Brooklyn, until sale of 
houses by Traub interests to new 
owners. RKO operates the former 


agency 


Grand, while other interests which | 


took over the Olympic renamed 
house the Tivoli. Both have straight 
pix policies now. At time of death 
Hanlon had been a checker for the- 
atres of the Loew circuit in Greater 
me. X. 

Survived by widow, daughter and 
son, Mike, asst. manager at Loew’s 
Mayfair theatre, N. Y. 





FREDERICK BACKUS 

Frederick Backus, 84, retired actor 
who had been a guest at the Actors’ 
Fund Home in Englewood, N. J., for 
the past 12 years, died Feb. 18 at the 
Englewood Hospital, from a compli- 
cation of ailments. 

He was born in Victoria, British 
Columbia, and made his first ap- 
pearance on the stage in 1882 in 


Bartley Campbell’s production of 


“White Slave.” Later he played with 


the Madison Square Theatre Co., 


N. Y., in “Esmeralda” and Steele 
Mackaye’s “Paul Kauvar” before 
joining Richard. Mansfield in “Beau 
Brummell,” “The First Violin’ and 
“Cyrano de Bergerac.” 

He also appeared in William A. 
Brady's production of “Way Down 
East,” “Alias Jimmy Valentine” and 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” His 
last Broadway appearance was in 
“Overture” at the Longacre theatre, 
N. Y., some years ago. 





GERALD MORRISON 


Gerald Morrison, who. died sud- | 


heart attack Feb. 21 while returning 
to his home after visiting friends. 

He had been in the music publish- 
ing business for a number of years 
and was reputed to have been one 
of the early members of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers and Pub- 
lishers, 

He leaves a widow, two daughters 
and a sister. 





long iliness. For 16 years he had 
worked at the Darmour studios and 
scored numerous pictures for Colum- 
bia. 

Surviving are his widow, son and 
daughter, 





CHARLES ESTERLEY 

Charles Esterley, 48, operator of 
the State theatre, Kansas City, died 
Feb. 16 in that city after a heart at- 
tack. A long time exhibitor, he had | 
been associated with show biz in| 
that area since 1922. 

Surviving widow and daughter. 





HERBERT DARNLEY 
Herbert Darnley, 75, veteran vaude 


Ringling Circus 


Continued from page 1 


Lederer of the Clifford C. Fischer 
office, now the authorized booker 
for the Ringling outfit. Lederer is 
still in Paris to expedite passage of 
the talent. American Express Co. 
and the American consulates are 
helping to expedite passage. 
Ringling was able to pact acts 
from Spain, Portugal, Switzerland, 
Italy, France, England, Belgium, 
Denmark, Holland and Sweden. In- 
cluded are Polar bear acts, Arabs, 
flying acts, a horse act previously 








CATHERINE LORIMER 

Catherine Lorimer, 77, retired 
legit actress, died at her home in} 
Jackson Heights, N. Y., Feb. 23. Her} 
family name ‘was Catherine John- | 
stone. She retired from the stage in | 
1929 after appearing with Margaret | 
Anglin in “Lady Dedlock.” She had 
appeared in many plays during her 
career as an actress. She made her 
stage debut.in the 1890's in the stage 
production of Mark Twain’s “Pud- 
dinhead Wilson.” 

Survived by sister, also a retired 
actress known professionally § as/| 
Frances Graham. 








A. E. ANDREWS 


A. E. (Tommy) Andrews, an ex- 


| hibitor at Emporium, Pe., near Pitts- 


burgh, for the last 35 years, died 
there last week after a heart attack. 
Back in 1913, Andrews was a rail- 
road telegrapher and got into motion 
picture business by putting on road- 
show attractions. for the Lyman H. 
Howe traveling organization. The 
Emporium was a legit house when 
he acquired it, 

In recent years, Andrews had been 
in declining health and was assisted 
in the operation of theatre by Mrs. 
Andrews, his son and a nephew. 





RAOUL LE MAT 
Raoul Le Mat, 71, formerly as- | 
sociated with Le Mat-Metro-Gold- 
wyn, which held the Metro distribu- 
tion franchise in Sweden for many 
years, died in Panama City, Feb. 14 
after a heart attack. Le Mat was a 
one-time Olympics athlete. 


For the last several years, Le Mat | 
had been in show biz in Washing- | 


ton, D. C. Surviving are wife, son 


Panama. 





HELEN BYRON 


performer, died in London Feb. 7. 
For years he toured in his own | 
sketches throughout Britain. 
Long associated with Fred Karno, | 
Darnley wrote routines for him as | 
well as acting as his manager. 
ee | 
Mother of Robert and Fred Rap- | 
port, died in New York, Feb. 19. 
Former was manager of Mike Todd’s 
“Hamlet” starring Maurice Evans. 
Latter is with Ear) Carroll's, Holly- 
wood. 








George B. Meehan, 55, cameraman 
who spent 35 years in the motion | 
picture industry, died Feb. 10 in 
Hollywood. Surviving are his widow | 
and daughter. 

Father of Sam Wheeler, general 
sales manager for Film Classics, and | 
Hymie Wheeler, Monogram salesman | 





in Pittsburgh, died last week in 
Miami. 
Father, 67, of Burl Ives, folk | 


singer, died in Chicago, Feb. 18. 
Survived by widow, two other sons 
and three daughters. 


Lucille Casey, 35, secretary 


Feb. 18, of third degree burns sus- 
tained in a fire at her home. 





Mrs. Ida Meyer, 53, wife of Fred 
S. Meyer, industrial relations direc- 
tor at 20th-Fox, died Feb. 22 in 
Holly wood. 





George Granville, 38, sound tech- 
nician at Republic studio, died Feb. 
13, in Burbank, Cal. 





Wife, 49, of Joseph Sanders, 
pioneer bandleader (Coon-Sanders), 
died in Chicago, Feb. 12. 


to | 
Edward Small, film producer, died | 


seen in the Strassbourger circus of 
Holland, and another equine act 
from the Schumann circus in Den- 
mark, 

No acts were obtained from Ger- 
many because of the difficulty in ob- 
taining passage. Not only do Teutons 
have to get visas from the U. S. 
Army and State departments, 
must get the okay of the Germah 
government. 


Many acts were glad to get the | 
opportunity to work in America as | 


a 


Up From the Mines 


John Ringling North came 
across one of the weirdest setups 
during his recent trip to Europe, 
North located a Welsh miner 
who has spent most of his work- 
ing days in the deep coal pits 
who, paradoxically, developed a 
high wire act. 

Curiously enough, this 
lish act will carry an alien 
label, the Alzana Troupe (4) 
when it opens with the Ringling 
Circus at Madison Square Gar- 
den, N. Y. 





Eng- 





———— 








the European theatre is in the midst 
of a business slump, because of fuel 
and economic difficulties, but de- 


spite the lean days prevalent in 
Europe, Continental acts have an 


exaggerated idea of American sala- 
ries. All apparently would like to 
make enough during a single 40- 
week U. S. season to retire for the 
rest of their lives. 

North, currently in New York, will 
leave Friday (28) for Sarasota, 
Florida, where the layout is winter- 
quartering. Circus is expected to 
preem at the Madison Square Gar- 


| 











Helen Byron, 70, retired actress, 


and | died Feb. 15 in Highland, N. Y. 


She played in dramatic stock in 


|Toronto with the Cummings Stock 


Co. and in another in Montreal. She 
was later featured in road com- 
panies of “The Female Drummer,” 
“Sergeant Kitty” and ‘Midnight 
Maidens” and for a time did a vaude 
act. Her sister, Henrietta Byron, 
was teamed for years in vaude with 
Barney Fagan. 





CLYDE McATEE 

Clyde McAtee, 67, film actor for 
32 years, died Feb. 20 at the Motion 
Picture Country Home after a long 
illness. ys 

Well-known in early Hollywood 
days when he played in numerous 
D. W. Griffith productions, McAtee 
was cgtive in the founding of the 
Motion Picture Relief Fund, and 
later helped to. organize the Screen 
Extras Guild. 





DOROTHY LEWIS REGAN 

Derothy Lewis Regan, 80, retired 
actress, died Feb. 21 at Jackson 
Heights, N. Y. For many years she 
starred in “Hearts 
Ridge” and more recently played in 
Christopher Morley productions in 
Hoboken, and in stock companies in 
New York, Detroit and Boston. 

Survived by husband 
daughter. 


and 





MANILA G. (BUD) SHAVER 

Manila G. (Bud) Shaver, 47, pub- 
licity director of WWJ-(NBC) -and 
former newspaperman, died Feb. 21 
in Detroit after a heart attack. 

He also was former sports editor 
for WXYZ (ABC), Detroit. 

A. G. (Dud) FORRY 

A. G. (Dud) Forry, 50, film row 

figure for 30 years and récently of- 








denly Feb. 12 while on a visit to| fice manager for Monogram’s Los 


Dublin, was director and manager of | 


Angeles exchange, died Feb. 11 in 


Empire theatre, Belfast, for 20 years | Hollywood, following an operation. 


and one of the best-known in the; 


Irish vaudeville field. 


| 
Formerly a vaude performer he 





WILEY PADAN 
Wiley Padan, 46, associate art di- 


was prolific script and .song..writer,.. rector. of. Loew's theatres. ad. depart- 


later becoming a producer. 


ment, died in New York. Feb. 13. He 


Survived by his widow, son and | was creator of “It’s True.” cartoon 


. daughter. 





LOYAL B. CURTIS 
Loyal B. Curtis, 69, head of the 
N. Y¥. music publishing company 


strip published in 135 newspapers. 
Widow and son survive. 





LEE ZAHLER 
Lee Zahler, 53, musical director, 


his name, succumbed to a‘died Feb. 21 in Hollywood after a 


of the Blue} 


William Leys, 59, technician at 


| Metro for 20 years, died Feb. 16 at 


his home in Culver City. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Barry Miller, daugh- 





| merly Elaine Weston, of Weston Sis- 
ters, radio and cafe singers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Spector. son, 
New York, Feb. 14. Father is Uni- 
versal-International eastern talent 
rep. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Corwin, daugh- 
ter, New York, Feb. 16. Father is 
ad-publicity chief at Motion Picture 
Export Assn. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Gullette. 
daughter, New York, Feb. 1. Father 
is associated with Preview Theatre. 

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Kalmus, 
daughter, New York, Feb. 19. Mottier 
was formerly associated with Hutch- 
ins ad agency; father publicity 
chief for NBC television. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Williamson, son, 
Memphis, Feb. 20. Father is branch 
manager for Warner-First National 
in Memphis. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Hartman, daugh- 
ter, Kansas City, Jan. 21. Father is 
with Motion Picture Booking Agency 
in that city. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Al Morris, a daugh- 


is 





ter, Kansas City, Feb. 4. Father is 
booker in Paramount exchange 
there. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Callan, son. 
Chicago, Feb. 22. Father is in band 
department of Frederick Bros.’ Chi 
agency. ; 
| Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Peterson, son, 
Kansas City, Feb. 16. Father is man- 
ager of Circus theatre there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Henry, daughter, 
Kansas City, Feb, 12. Father is oper- 
ag of the Lyric theatre, Plattsburg, 

0. 

Mr. and Mrs. Miiler Hollings- 
worth, daughter, Detroit, recently. 
Father is Variery mugg in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Willard Parker, son, 
Santa Monica, Calif., Feb. 19, Mother 
is Marion Pierce, former musicom- 
edy actress; father is screen player. 

Mr. and Mrs, Bob Starr, daughter, 
New York, Feb. 18. Father's dancer, 
formerly with The Playboys, and 
now an agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tito Leite, son, Feb. 
23, New York. Father is writer- 
announcer in the Brazilian dept. of 
NBC. 








ter,«Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. Mother's for- | 


| den, N. Y., April 8 or 9, 





Ambulance RR Cars 


Washington, Feb. 25. 

Ringling Brothers circus has 
bought 25 surplus ambulance rail- 
road cars, War Assets Administra- 
tion announced yesterday. The cir- 
|; cus paid $1,500 each for the units, 
which cost the government $5,300 
| apiece. 
| “The circus company,” said WAA, 
| “nlans to remodel the cars for use 
| as family units to relieve crowded 
conditions of travel for performers 
and laborers. Each car is equipped 
; With a small kitchen which will 
|solve one of the main gripes of 
|circus people, lack of hot meals 
‘while on tour.” 
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Brussels Event | 


Continued from page 3 eee 











realize the necessity of selecting 
their best pix and of sending over a 
select crew of flacks to build up the 
kind of worldwide public relations 
needed to protect their hold on the 
foreign market. 

Illustrative of the Americans’ 
careful entry into the Brussels fes- 
tival is the selection of the three 
different juries which will judge the 
pix. Juries at the Cannes festival 
comprised reps of English. French 
and Russian producers, whereas the 
Brussels groups will be composed 
entirely of Belgians. Decision to es- 
tablish all-Belgian juries was re- 
portedly made at the instigation of 
the MPA, which figured the Bel- 
gians would be entirely unpreju- 
diced in their decisions, since 
Belgian production in: no way com- 
petes with U. S. pix in the world 
-market, 

English and French industries are 
expected to emulate the Russian 
way of doing things during the 
Cannes affair by sending to Brussels 
their top stars, directors, technicians, 
etc., to make certain their pix re- 
ceive as good representation as pos- 
sible. Belgian committee handling 
the event has asked the Americans 
to send over their top name talent 
-but hasn’t received confirmation on 
this yet. 

To preclude the possibility of the 
judges being forced to sit through 
long hours of screenings, as they did 








but | 


at the Cannes festival, 


Sf €ach co 
pany wiil be limited to the sat 
of pix it can enter on a percentan. 


of what it showed at Cannes U 
companies will be permittea’ ~ 
enter either original Rat = 
add titled or dubbed sounq trac ~ 
Eleven different awards will 
made in three separate categorj 
including entertainment pix sh 
and documentaries. ane™ 
In an all-out effort to 
many foreign tourists as 
the festival will also include a fi 
arts show, according to Richard 
Zondervan, Seneral manager who's 
new visiting New York to line ur 
the U. S. entries. Each country Ae 
been asked to submit its foremost 
music, which will be played by the 
Brussels Symphony Orch. Leonard 
Bernstein has been approached to 
conduct the American concert. 
Zondervan is also looking for any 
U. S. swing band or ballet troupe 
that might be playing in Europe in 
June to come to Brussels for the 
festival. Affair will also feature 


attract as 
POSsible, 


an 


exhibition of contemporary art trom 








each country 
styles. 


and of top fashion 
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Pix, Comics 
Continued from page 1 ——! 


can't be avoided in real life. The 
child must learn to live with such 
things and judge them in his own 
mind.” 

Although Dr. Allen does not be. 
lieve films and radio programs harm 
the child, in his work with school 
children he has found that home. 
work can not compete effectively 
with pictures, radio programs and 
comic strips of today. 

“Homework should not have to,” 
he continued, “for many radio pro- 
grams and movies are good for chil- 
dren. They learn a _ great deal 
through them.” 








Technicolor 


Continued from page 1 gee 





nightly, with 40 minutes of showing 
time every hour. 

Pixad sales staff is headed up by 
Harry W. Bennett, Jr., account exec 
for the Compton ad agency, arid Hal 
James, radio producer, Duo have 
set up a rate card similar to those 
issued for radio sales, with a mini- 
mum contract of 13 weeks, Rates 
are based on the client’s film being 
shown a minimum of 10 times 
nightly, or three hours in the five- 
hour period. Advertisers must sup- 
ply four prints of the film to be 
shown, with the projector operating 
at a standard 24 frames per second 
and capable of showing either color 
or black and white. Pixad pays the 
ad agencies a straight 15° commis- 
sion on net charges, 

Rate card offers the Pixad service 
from a minimum charge of $4,095 for 
a three-minute trailer on a 13-week 


basis (with 455 showings guaran- 
teed) to $27,459.25 for the same 
length trailer for a year (3,640 


showings). Rate is reduced propor- 
tionately, with a decrease in the 
running time of the ad, to $1,365 for 
a 30-second spot for 13 weeks. Rates 
for showing trailers less than the 
minimum five times nightly will be 
worked out. ; 

Sign works on a rear-projection 
system, with added light given by a 
mercury vapor technique. Face of 
the sign is 450 square feet in area 
and it cost $130,000 to erect. 


MARRIAGES 


Phyllis Schneider to Dick Pitten- 
ger, Yuma, Ariz., Feb. 16. Groom |S 
an indie flack. 

Claire James to William Girard, 
Las Vegas, Feb. 18. Bride is film 
player; groom a film producer. 

Ann Elizabeth Voegtly to H. E 
Stokely, Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. Bride 
is a concert pianist. 


Sarah Jane Moore to Robert 
Kindle, Pittsburgh, Feb. 22. Bride* 
the daughter of D. F. (Dinty 


Moore, WB exchange manager ™ 


Pitt. 

Cecile Hildebrand to Richard Was- 
ner, Tijuana, Mexico, Feb. 23. Groom 
is a sound engineer at Paramount. 

Mary Jane Smith to Jack Lenny, 
Feb, 22, New York. Bride is vaude 
and cafe dancer; groom is with the 
Paul Small agency. 

FLORENCE VIDOR BETTER 

Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Florence Vidor is reported 1n fine 
condition” following a major —?— 
tion yesterday (24) at Cedars ° 
Lebanon. . i 

Silent film star and former © 
of Jascha Heifetz entered the hos 
pital Monday morning. 
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Broadway 


Louis Sobol’s wife back in hos- 
pital. F 

Louis Lolito to Boca Raton, Fia., 
for vacation, 

Vinee Curran, ex-Club 18 comic, 
now WNEW all-night disk jockey. 

Judy Canova adopting a boy, Al- 
ready has a 3-yr-old gir!, her own. 

Dan Healy to be feted at_testi- 
monial dinner at Duffy’s Tavern 
Thursday (27). . 

Gigi, maitre de at Bradley’s, buy- 
ing Montauk Point Yacht Club for 
summer operation, 

Freddie Trenkler, who seasonally 
appears with Sonja Henie, back at 
Center in “Icetime. Bea 

Beatrice Kay, because of blizzard, 


remained in Manhattan instead of 
motoring home to Jersey. 
Michael Mindlin, Jr., formerly 


facking for Warners, joined George 
and Dorothy Ross’ praisery. 

Reg Connelly, head of Campbell- 
Connelly, London music publishers 
due in New York during April 

Maurice Freeman, Columbia pix ad 





' 
} 


ready sold his life’s story te Para- 
mount for pix. 

Joint Greek-American committee, 
headguartering in Athens and head- 
ed up by Grecfan Crown Princess 
Frederica, formed to support the 
film industry's appeal for Greek war 
orphans, scheduled from March 8 to 
April 8. Jack Cohn, Ned E. Depinet 
and Si Fabian co-chairman the 
dustry committee. 


Vienna 
By Emil W. Maass 


Actor Eugen Preiss brok 


fall. mem 


Author Carl Zuckmayer back from | 


in- | 


Sun Valley 


Conrad ‘Hotels) Hilton 


Coast. 


Author Stefan Lorant guesting at 
Lodge. 


off for 





vacash and work on new ski short. 


Jerry Webb. of 20th-Fox. in to | 
|shoot scenes for new Otto Lang 
| skifilm. 


| Gary Cooper still giinning over 
bagging bobcat with his Win- 
chester, 

Kurt Krueger and Sterling Ed- 
| Wards among daily performers on 
| the wooden slats. 

Paul Brown, Joe E.’s brother, play- 


w 
Vv 


new 


the U. S. after a nine-year stay ing organ nightly at Sawtooth Club 
Pleshner Film completed ‘docu- jin nearby Ketchum. 

} mentary pic, “Harvest in Austria.” Henry Ford II and the missus left 

American violinist Richard Odno- | for Coast following 10-day stay with 

posoff well received in recital in | the Gary Coopers. ‘ 

Konzerthaus. Amateur entertainer Harry Evans 

Actor Albert Basserman honored vacationing with Mr. and Mrs. L 

with title of Professor by Fr, Karl| (Safeway Stores) Warren 

Brenner, Austria s President. | Jack Hemingway. son of writer 
Rita Lieber, current in “Charley’s | Ernest. upped from bellhop to desk 


and layout artist, currently has work 


on exhibit at Midtown Galleries. 
Richard Boris Morros, son of the 


film producer, weds Diane Joyce 
Berman at the Plaza, N. Y., March 
17. 

Publicist Dave Green remaining 
over on coast to promote new 
Chanteclair restaurant on Sunset 
Strip. 

Sarah Rollitts back at her desk 
after recent hospitalization due to 
emergency Operation on 2% hours’ 
notice, 

Arleen Whelan to the Coast fo 


| 


ballyhoo stunts, (radio, etc.) attend- | 


“So 


ant on her Par pic, This 
Spring.” 

George Ashby, company manager 
and treasurer, out of hospital after 
jong siege with sinus and high blood 
pressure. 

Milt Seiden completing plans for 
Runyon Memorial dance March 8 at 
his Palm Beach- Hotel, Joey Adams 
to emcee. 

Meyer Davis mullin 
vue starring Milton Be 


musical 
rle for 


re- 


ondon, Paris.” 

Abbe Theatre School showcasing 
J. B. Priestley’s “Laburnum Grove” 
three times running March 1-2 in 
the Abbe Playhouse. a 

Lorraine Levy, daughter of Joel 
Levy, chief of Loew's theatre film 
booking department, engaged to 
Samuel Levitt, attorney. 

Jules C. Stein, Music Corp. of 
America board chairman, currently 
in New York. Lew Wasserman, firm’s 
prexy, due in March 6. 

Rex O'Malley back into “Lady 
Windermere’s Fan” Monday (24) 
after Jack Merivale replaced him in 
the role of Cecil Graham. 

Saul Krieg, former flack for 
Phillips Lord and his various shows, 
gpening his own publicity office. 

akes the Lord account with him. 

_Irving Lazar, Eagle--Lion produc- 
tion exec, due in New York from 
the Coast tomorrow (Thursday) for 
a weekend visit with his ill father. 

The “powder room” of Rogers Cor- 
ner now has an illuminated sign on 
its entrance which flashes this warn- 
ing: “Do not open this door, Rich- 
erd!” 

Air Features head Jim Sauter set 
to lose the cast on his knee and get 
out of confines of Hotel Pierre suite 


where he’s been recovering from 
arthritis. 
Cape Theatre, Cape May, N. J., 


scheduled to open for 23d consecu- 
tive season June 23, with T. C. Up- 
ham in the manager spot for the 
ninth year. 

CBS and American Repertory The- 
atre cooperating tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) for special 11:30 p.m. broadcast 
Celebrating centennial of Ellen 
Terry's birth, 

Freddie (Century Circuit) Schwartz 
taking a group of tradepress, daily 
and mag~film writers to his Lake 
Placid lodge for a long weekend of 
winter sports. 

n Washer, Goldwyn press 
agent, accompanying Harold Russell, 
featured in “Best Years of Our 
Lives,” on a p.a. tour of Florida 
cities this week. 

F. Darium Benham, founder of 
Circus Saints and Sinners, and 
Latry Nixon, ex-assistant publicity 
chief for Pan-American World Air- 
ways, opening a new public rela- 
tions office in N. Y. 


ree Chinese children, George, 


“Madeline and Sophie Vlachos-Wei. 


to give concert piano recital March 2 


Rt Own Hall under sponsorship of 
hinese government. Moppets range 
from eight to 12 years in age. 
€ $100,000 modernization on the 
Algonquin hotel won't change the 
atmosphere created by the late 
rank Case. New owner, oilman 
en B. Bodne, is confining the re- 
furbishing to the rooms and kitchen. 
With upcoming revival of his 
9peretta, “Chocolate Soldier,” Oscar 
traus going on road again for con- 
fert tour to fulfill March dates 
ooked by William Morris office un- 
er management of James Davidson. 
Irving Brecher, film and radio 
Scripter, heading for Coast next 
— to resume confabs with Ar- 
be ur Schwartz for indie film produc- 
1on of his air show, “Life of Riley.” 
Ts. Brecher is remaining east an- 
Other week or two. 
er avrice Zolotow’s current Col- 
Bin. Serialization of “The Fabulous 
% Rose” will be book-published 
hi. Random House. Rose’s deal with 
for toe apher retains the film rights 
T the subject since he (Rose) al- 


Is | 


| 


fall | 
roduction, to be called “‘New York, | 


“At the Fountain of Daphne,” at 
preem of partially-repaired opera 
house 

Fritz Jahoa, wk bandleader, 
batoned concert for the Austro- | 
| American Society. He's also re- | 
sumed his activities at the Volks- | 
opera. 

Daphne du Maurier’s “Years Be- | 
tween” slated for production at 
Volkstheatre early in March with 


| composers 





Aunt,” escaped from kidnaper who 
seized her in heart of town 

The Duxas, ice acrobats, pacted by 
American “Holiday on Ice” company, 


scheduled to leave for the U. S. soon. | 


Film companies 
in Norbet Polak’s 
pioneering before 
War. 

Sidney 


showing interest 
script about pic 
the first World 


Beer, English conductor, 
directed Vienna Philharmonic Feb. 
2, 10 years to the day he last ap- 
peered here 

Johann Strauss’ “Blue Danube.” 
first played here in Feb. 15, 1867, re- 
cently had 80th birthday celebrated 
throughout Austria. 

Wolfgang Mueller-Sehn and Wener 
Film Co. started documentary pic, 
“The Door of the World,” in Voral- 
berg, Austrian health resort. 


Ernst Neubach, back after an eight | 
in France, plans French- 


year stay 
Alstrian film company. He authored 
a number of film and operetta books. 

Vienna State Opera Chorus sang 
Richard Strauss’ new local chorus, 


Helene Thimig mentioned as a cast 
possibility. 

Librettist Heinrich Berdach and 
Robert Beer and Hans 
Zeisner, among 144 recently returned 
Austrian exiles who sat the war out 
in Shanghai. 

Adrienne Gessner, of the Volks- 
theatre “Watch on the Rhine” cast, 
nked contract with Josefstadt thea- 
tre for role in forthcoming “Skin 
of Our Teeth.” 

American and British concert art- 
ists appearing here include pianist 
Virginia Pleasants, violinist Arnold 
Eidus. conductor Erie Leinsdorf and 
Moura Lympany. 

Russian zone’s Kollektiv Film Co. 
revealed Adolph Wohlbrueck may 
appear in “Tizian” with Hungarian 
star Franciska Gaal. Robert Stolz 
is to write the music. 

Lintzer Theatre Co. of Upper 
Austria (American zone) presented 
Robert Sherwood’s “Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois” at Rex theatre (former 
Stadt theatre) with Otto Burger di- 
recting. First time Rex was open to 
the Austrian populace. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Leslie Long, local singer, quitting 
Eddie Stone's band. 

Nikolai (Fatula) and his dancing 
troupe at Club Lu Marba. 

Bill Greens to West Palm Beach 
for a month of deep-sea fishing. 

Arthur Blake into Jackie Heller's 
Carousel for a couple of weeks. 


Bar staff, home from a Florida vaca- 
tion. ‘ 

John Johns playing his 16th role at 
the Playhouse in the current show, 
“Macbeth.” 

Vida Martin has signed for _eight- 
week winter stock season in St. Au- 

ustine, Fla. 
- Charlie Danver, Post-Gazette col- 
umnist, doing his daily piece from 
Miz for a while. 
man Major Kenny Kenfield, former 


theatre and hotel man, has bought 
himself a gift shop. 
Joe Heidt in town beating the 


drums for Eugene O'Neill's “A Moon 


for the Misbegotten.” ves 
Buster Shaver. with Olive, George 
& Richard, and Frances McCoy in 
the Terrace Room show ; * 
Frannie Diamond, of acrobatic 
team of Baker & Diamond, out 0 
action with fractured hand. 








ous atom bomb angles here next 

| Monday °:3). 

| D.C. Variety Club tent celebrated 

| Washington's birthday with an open 

| house dance. 
| Local exhibitors here’ sparked 
| American Brotherhood week _ to | 
reach $25,000 its quota. 

| Swank audience is being invited 

j tonight (26) to preem of the Na- 


Helen Pallo, of Hollywood Show | 


clerk at Sun Valley Lodge. 

Republic crew due next month for 
shots of elk and deer feeding grounds 
| needed for forthcoming western. 
Norma Shearer placed seventh in 
recent Guest Giant Slalom while 
|; daughter Kathleen Thalberg . ski- 
| daddled into first place in girls’ 
| Junior divish 

Before going back to Hollywood | 
Mike Romanoff set some sort of 
record by skiing 47-feet board 
his bus Mike received special 
conducting Champagne 
nere 
Commerce W. Averell 
and daughter Kathleen 
| arrived in time for cabinet member 
to be “guested of honor” Sat. (22) 
night at traditional skiers’ banquet 
which drew celebs from both coasts. 
| Claudette Colbert back to Holly- 
| wood but not before attending the 
| Gary Coopers’ party for 90 at Trail 
|Creek cabin along with Norma 
| Shearer and husband. Marty Ar- 
| rouge. Kurt Kruger, ete. 


| 


to 


, . 
Wai LO] 

Slalom while 
Sec. of 


Harriman 


a 





Washington 


Florence S. Lowe 
showing of films on vari- 


By 
Private 





tional Guard’s Paul Whiteman show | 
opening here 

Fay Day, ex of the Navy and a 
recent grad of Harvard's Graduate | 
| School of Business Administration, | 
|now head of. WTOP-CBS’s dept. of 
| Sales Research. 
| MPA waiting for gvvernmental 
green light to start work on its new 
annex here, which will include a 
| projection room. 
| John Charles seored hi 
| past week in “Pinafore” before an 
|audience which included White 
| House party celebrating Margaret 
| Truman’s birthday. 

Patsy Kelly, winding a three-week 
stint at Club Cairo, looted by thieves 
of $185 and a bracelet given to her 
by the late Thelma Todd. 

National company of “State of the 
Union” celebrated its first anniver- 
sary last Friday night (21). Party 
was held for members of cast. 

Helen Hayes stars in “What Every 
Woman Knows” March 2 in a The- 
atre Guild of the Air broadcast 
which will originate here for benefit 
of the Red Cross. 


Miami Beac 
iami Beach 
| By Larry Solloway 
Max Gordon in town. 
Patsy Shaw into Mardi Gras. 
Lecuona Cuban boys a click 
Ciro’s, 
Perry Como checked into Boca Ra- 
ton Club. 
Lawrence Tibbetts in Palm Beach 
for a rest. 
Noel Coward visiting friends at 
Palm Beach, 
Lanny Ross into Brook Club for 
-eturn engagement. 
”“ieving ertones of Safety”) Caesar 
here for annual stay. ‘ 
Don Richards severed connection 
with the Famous Door. 
Mary Pickford and Buddy Rogers | 
stopping with friends here. 
| Carol Bruce and spouse Milt 
| Nathanson at Palm Beach hotel for 
| vacash. r 
\* Miriam Hopkins and Ray (CN, 
hy 


Th om as 











at | 











imes) Brock, her husband, at Casa 
| Marina in Key West. _— 
Joan Fontaine and Bill Dozier off 





Joe O'Brien oan ™ — to South ary a short oat 
and lead in “ riang = a : | over at Lorc arle or ; ins ae 
production A Ya * a ay with | Harold meg are alg Did. 

. ichols, ormely , afte re ‘S! - F 
ee cians band, now singing | Slebodk + Heads west any day. | 
with Tiny Wolfe at Bill Green's. | |" Gig Fisher will hold down comic | 

: : > June Walls anc : 4 ussell show at Lou | 

orgy A jean Brow n heading new a diy gg bron March 2, 
~ at Jackie Heller’s Carousel. I iba Malina a click at Five 
“Greece White off for Coast by we O'Clock club with Joey Adams, Tony 

ale . . . “sidav “Ice- —s : ; . , 
|via Mexico, to a ee *~ | Canzoneri and Mork = Le <= ~ 
| aden” woo < = ‘Dell anc ! Hog | 
| Copater rian olaving two — nye Spe i ae shania with Myron } 
- Lah 97-98 and a public ;new § —_—~ i oldin 
| parties a Fe eee et March 1. |Cohen and Fisher & White hold! | 

oncert at Syria Mosq’ ~ ol -y VY" lover | 
eoyerry Lamm here for “Henry La hea -7 Schipa. Metopera star, in fo 
an Bi 1b “Rudner n from Goldwyn a ‘with Miami Opera 
offi oa “Be t Years of Ou Lives.” ' appearance Wi 

oilfice on % — 


WB editor Cedric Francis in for | 


} sentence 


Guild's presentation of “Barber of 
Seville.” 

Gracie Fields heads north for radio 
shot and then a trip to her Isle of 
Capri home which she hasn't 


; since pre-war. 


Mickey Rooney, Jane Russell and 
Bob Waterfieid, Sam Steifel, Jerry 
Lester. joined show biz colony at 
Lord Tarleton hotel. » 

Pupi Campo, who closed at Five 
O'Clock club after two-month en- 
gagement vacationing with wife; Di- 
osa Costello, In Havana, 

Martha Stewart left her Joe E. 
Lewis for pic commitment on Coast. 
He'll join her March 27 when 


opens at Slapsie Maxie’s, Hollywood 


Two-week notice for performers 
up at Colonia! Inn. Joe E. Lewis 
presented with a thoroughbred there 
last week, with nag losing its man 
ners in the excitement 

Copacabana-Mickey Rooney show 

ll feature Leonard Sues, Este:iva, 
Abigail & Buddy, Nick Long, Jr., 
Ralph Young and June Taylor line 
Shovy debuts tomorrow night 27 

Benny Davis producing 
. 
Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 

Millfe Messinger here from Lon- 
don 

Louis Lazar back in Paris to take 


care of Paramount theatres. 
Edward Hogan, Metro story scout, 
giving current Paris shows the 0.0 
Waldemar. Torres, of the M-G Rio 
de Janeiro flackery, gandering Paris. 


Jacqueline Delubac, Sacha Guitrys 
second wife, staging a legit come 
back 

Louis Mariano, lead in “Belle de 
Cadix”™ here, prepping to leave for’! 
America. 

Sherry Mangan freelancing on 


French economy, for publication in 
“Fortune.” ; 

Paul Graetz., producer of “Diable 
au Corps” for U, bedded with grippe 
at the George V. 

Louis restaurant 
meeting place for 
execs, at lunchtime, 

Henri Beraud, who drew a life 
as a collaborator, writing 
his memoirs in jail and said to have 


now the favorite 
American pix 


| an offer from an American publisher. | 


Ben Tyber and partner Arambol 
leaving Club des Champs Elyysees 
in March to dance for a month in 
Switzerland before their Monte Carlo 
date. 


Maurice Bessis, Cinemonde mag 
editor, to leave in May for a trip 
skedding Rio de Janeiro, Buenos 


Aires, Mexico, Hollywood and end- 
ing in N. Y. six weeks later. 





~ Chicago 


Ina Claire in “Fatal Weakness” due | 


April 7. 
Harry Miller, publicist, off to Coast 
and Las Vegas. 
& 


William Hollander, Balaban 


Katz head flack, vacationing in Palm | 


Springs. 

Marion Odmark, of This 
mag, off for three weeks in Spanish 
Honduras: : 

Joe E. Brown, star of “Harvey,” 
cutting four sides for Victor on “How 


|! to Play Baseball.” 
Clara Williams out of “Born Yes- | 


terday” because of illness. Jan 
Sterling replacing. 

Claude Jarman in for week of per- 
sonals in connection with midwest 
preem of “The Yearling.” 


Ralph Kettering now general man- 


ager of road show “Carnegie Hall,” | 


which opens Feb. 26 in Hartford, 
Conn. 


Fred and Elaine Barry leave for 


| N. Y. Waldorf-Astoria March 24 be- 
fore going to Coast for film chore, 


“Up in Central Park.” 

Stan Gilkey, co-producer of “Three 
to Make Ready,” here to discuss 
spring production of his new play. 
“Message for Margaret.” 


Out-of-town crix, Elliot Norton, of | 


Boston Post; Mitch Woodbury, of 
Toledo Blade; Bil! Henry, Washing- 


ton correspondent for L. A. Times, | 
here on a busman’s holiday viewing 


local plays. 





Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Cyril Cusack to do season of Shaw 
plays at Gaiety. 

Actress Doreen Geogh convales- 
cing after appendectomy. —_ 

Agent Bernard McGinn, Linnitt 
and Dunfee rep here, on vacation. 

Longford Productions. back from 


tour, will resume at Gate theatre 
soon 
Terry Ward, w.k. Dublin drama 
critic, leaving for London appoint- 
ment. . 
Peter ta and Rose Savage 
to 


named 
Guild 
Pat Wallace. of J. Arthur Rank story 
department, here talking with Irish 
authors. 
New 950-seat Savoy Cinema opened 
at Ballina, Mayo County, at cost of 


| $140,000. 


Connie Ryan and terp. troupe, 
Mayfair Girls, back after long tour 
in Spain. 

Patricia Fielding returning 
England after nearly three months 
at Gaiety. 

Viennese pianist Peter 
here for recital before 
ropean tour. 

Eire government has renewed an- 


Stadlen 
new Eu- 


nual grant of $8,000 aid to National | 


Institute. 


Filn 


seen 


he |! 


Week 


ouncil of Catholic Stage | 


to | 


Hollywood 


| Hazel Brooks laid up with flu. 

John Lund in from New York. 
_Leon Errol to Phoenix on yaca- 
tion. 

_Ron Randall to Canada on yaca- 
tion, ‘ 
Lou Smith 
week, 

Diana Lynn trained in from New 
York 

Butch Jenkins going to school in 
Tucson. 


i 


aired to Dallas for a 


Frances Rafferty divorced John E 
| Horton 

Sam Katz sailing for a vacation in 
Henolulu 

Marilyn Maxwell laid up with 
Droncniuis 

John Ford to Honolulu for 
week siesta 

Lee Loeb on vacation at Arrow 
neaq Spl nes 

June Havoc in from New York toa 
talk film deals 

Rov Rogers aired to Las Vegas 
ior a short Stay 

Jo! Alvin checking out of War- 

ers to freelance 
| Max Guilford to Mexico Citv on 

legal business 
Joan McCracken laid up with a 


displaced sacroiliac. 


Orson Welles speaks to the Tacoma 


B'nai Brith, March 4. 

Cedric Hardwicke to San Fran- 
cisco via Western Air 

Audrey Totter returned to work 
after a week of illness 


Clarence Nordstrom arrived from 
: 


New York on business 

Pedro C. Hernaez, Philippine sena- 
tor, visiting film studios 

De Castro Sisters to Miami to 


open at the Clover .Club. 


Jack Cutting to Rio de Janeiro on 


business for Walt Disney. 
Hal Wallis returned from a short 
vacation at Palm Springs 
Don McElwaine in town after 
ogling plays on Broadway. 
Metro is hunting a new tag on 
‘The Birds and the Bees.” 
George Dolenz bought Bing Cros- 
by’s home at Toluca Lake. 
Dick Powell and June Allyson 
| buying a new power cruiser. 
| Steve Brooks joined Preston 
| Sturges as production assistant 
| Dick Powell tossed a dinner in 


| honor of Gen. Jimmy Doolittle 
Morton Spring in from Manhattan 
for Loew’s International huddles 
Mrs. Eddie Cantor and daughter, 
Natalie, returned from New York 
Beauregard Lee joined the Sam 
Rosen agency to handle orchestras 
Maureen O'Hara to Cleveland 
| appear for the Greek Relief Fund 
Paramount entertained 23 Brazil- 
ian flyers on the “Road to Rio” set 
Gregory Ratoff sued for $15,500 as 
result of an automobile accident 
Susanna Foster sails for Europe 
March 7 aboard the Queen Elizabeth. 
Buddy Rogers to Miami to join 
Mary Pickford for a short vacation. 
Bill Demarest broke a bone in his 


to 


;a 


right foot, driving stakes in his back 
| yard 
Nicholas Schenck in from New 


York 
ences 


| week of studio 
| 
| Joan Fontaine and William Dozier 
| 
| 


for a confer- 


left for Miami to start a Caribbegn 
| cruise. 

Solly Biano touring the Pacifie 
| Northwest to gander coliegiate legit 
groups. 


| “ 
| Charles Bennett returned from a 
}two-month tour of England and 


Scotland. 

Adolph Zukor to Tucson to spend 
|a month with his daughter, Mrs. Mil- 
; dred Loew, 
| James R. Grainger checked in at 

Republic after two weeks of south- 
ern touring. 

Harry Gold in town for United 
| Artists conferences about the con- 
| sent decree. 

Lowell Calvert in from New York 
to huddle with Hunt Stromberg on 
sales policies, 


| James A. FitzPatrick, .“Trave)- 
| talks” producer, opening a chain of 
| travel bureaus, 


Ruth Burch, casting director for 
David O. Selznick, injured in a 
motor accident. 

Bing Crosby donated $50,000 to his 
alma mater, Gonzaga University, 
Spokane. Wash. 

Dick Haymes laid up with peni- 
cillin poisoning, following treatment 
for sinus infection. 

Oscar Doob in town to 
Metro product as general 
executive of Loew’s, 

Cary Grant taking harp lessons 
and learning to skate for his role in 
“The Bishop’; Wife.” 

Jerry Saffron to San Francisco for 
'a sales meeting of Columbia’s west- 
ern branch managers. 

New sign on Bob Hope’s dressing 
room at Paramount: “Cleveland In- 
idians Training Camp.” 

Isabel Elson, British actress, re- 
| ported at Eagle-Lion for a role in 
“Love From a Stranger.” 

Thomas J. Mabry, Governor of 
New Mexico, in town to induce pro- 
ducers to use his state for location 
spots. 

"Senate Hyde returned from New 
York with galley proofs of several 


gander 
theatre 





novels for possible production by 
Milton Sperling. 

Errol Flynn was ordered to pay 
'$1.174 personal property taxes on 


|his yacht, Zaca, which was moored 
at Newport Harbor, Orange county. 
| Irving Berlin, currently working 
lon tunes for Metro's “Easter Parade,” 
tting up a permanent home to 
he early arrival of his family 
East. 
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",..She stopped 
the show for 
the longest pe- 
riod in night- 
club history!” 
— Harry 
Hershfield 








“e.. Ic was her own spot 
later in the show that really 
tied things into a knot and 
stopped everything cold. The 
next act tried to work, but 
it was no dice. Kay had to 
come back...” 

















*,.. Showmanship —that’s what it 
is. She really has to beg off —an act 
that boffs "em whatever the me- 
dium, radio, theatre or nitery floor. 
She’s proved herself in all three...” 































— VARIETY 








“...A_ personality 
that is compelling 
to the nth degree... 
Broadway recog- 
nizes the brightest 
cafe star of the sea- 
son...” 

















“Beatrice Kay is one of 
the greatest femme en- 
tertainers around the 
Big Street today. The 
Lady can clown with the 
best of them...” 


\\ 


\ 
nl 
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With a “Super-Special” bow to OLE OLSEN and 
‘ | CHIC JOHNSON, NICKY BLAIR, JOHN MURRAY ANDERSON, 
and all the other swell people associated with the show at the Carnival. 


Management Counsel — 


COLUMBIA GOLDFARB, MIRENBURG and VALLON iets titiites’ 


RECORD Bookings ‘ ADE KAHN 
. , WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, Inc. 
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VARIETY Wednesday, February, 26, 1947 
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